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LADY OF THE MONTH

Forerunner of the Royal Canadian Navy's
new anti-submarine aircraft, the CS2F-1, is
the Grumman S2F, shown on the opposite
page in RCN clothing during evaluation
trials and equipment tests near Toronto.

The CS2F-1 will be a worthy successor
to the Grumman Avenger. An all-weather,
twin - engined, high - wing monoplane, the
CS2F-1 is capable of fulfilling the RCN’s
first - line anti -~ submarine requirements in
range, endurance, weapon load, special de-~
vices and in its ability to take off from the
deck of a light fleet carrier unassisted by
catapult or rocket.,

Air and maintenance crews of the RCN
have taken special courses in the United
States to prepare them to fly and care for
the airborne lady.

Canadian manufacturer of the CS2F-1 is
DeHavilland Aircraft of Canada Limited,
through whose courtesy the picture appears.
(CN-2528)

2102)

Cover Photo—In these days of “frogmen” and “skin divers”,
the old-fashioned deepsea diver tends to be the forgotten man.
But his skills are still required by the Navy and are as useful in
their field as those of his romanticized brethren. Lieut. Jean Denis
Vincent, of Ottawa, makes a descent from the side of the cruiser
Quebec. Ldg. Sea. William Giles was the photographer. (QB-

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos,

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-
ing the negative number of the photograph,
giving the size and finish required, and en-
closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the new National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only ., $ .10

614 x 8% glossy finish only ............ 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish ... R .50
11 x 14 matte finish only ...........,.. 1,00
16 x 20 ‘“ “ i 3.00
20x2¢ ¢ ‘“ e 4,00
30 x 40 “ “ i 8.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 for
12 issues.

Persons desirous of receiving
their own private copies by mail
should send their orders, accom-
panied by cheque or money or-
der made out to the Receiver
General of Canada, to:—

THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,
75 Sti. Patrick Sireet,
Ottawa, Ont.

“Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa.
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ceeds all expectations, although there

have been many advance warnings. It
is hard {o believe that eyes are closed
and hands covering the iace below
ground level,

The dazzling flash fades swiftly and .
a stolen glance a second or so later

shows the edges of the trench undulat-
1ng gently .in a rosy-glow..

Until now there has been a deadly'

hush and then blast wave and sound
arrive simultaneously in a shattering
blow, like thal experienced when stand-
ing directly below a discharging twin
four-inch gun.

The shock is so devastating that one
scarcely notices the shower of earth and
stones tumbling into the trench. Heads
are raised above trench level into the
cloud of dust that is rolling across the
desert. Little flames are flickering up-
ward along the exposed side of a near-
by Joshua tree.

And then Canadian eyes glimpse the
awe-inspiring and incredibly beautiful
atomic cloud billowing skyward, an
ever-changing Xkaleidoscope of colour.
Deep purple fades into lavender and
then into creamy white until at last it
is crowned with a snowy crest of frozen
vapour. Busy, gnat-like jet aircraft
weave a cobweb of vapour trails as
they shepherd the atomic cloud in its
stately march to the northward, its stem
broken and its mushroom head already
distorted by the winds of the strato-
sphere.

The time is approximately 0530. The
troops have had four hours of sleep in
the last 24 and their work is just be-
ginning.

The day promises to be hot but the
hours ahead are to show how well the

Not Warfare
But Welfare

“Incomparably the most im-
portant political problem facing
Canadians today is the danger of
the cold war becoming a blazing
thermonuclear one, We know
that such a war, of course, would
threaten the wery existence of
every nation, indeed of the whole
human race. The supreme task
of statesmanship today, therefore,
is to act so that the fantastic
physical power which scientists
are placing at man’s disposal will
be used mot for warfare but for
welfare.”. — Hon. L. B. Pearson,
Secretary of State for IExternal
Affairs, in the Canadian House
of Commons, January 20, 1955.

Well, Sadie, it's back to the old evolutin’!

troops have profited from the time spent
in training.

The Exercise Sapling party vehicles
gather personnel from the trench area
and move off to begin a detailed sur-
vey of the fall-out zone, the first to be
attempted by a Canadian radiation team
organized specifically for this type of
operation in the field. They leave clad
in protective clothing and carrying res-
pirators, their departure followed by the

curious stares of U.S. service personnel
whose mission as observers has been
almost completed.

The main show is over, but the suc~
ceeding hours show that the techniques
learned earlier in Canada and on the
desert are effective and practical, They
show, too, the marked ability of naval
personnel to adapt themselves to un-
usual regulations, new techniques and
an entirely strange environment.—J.P.K,

RCN Personnel Sail to ‘Med’
In Royal Navy Trials Cruiser

‘When HMS Cumberland, the Royal
Navy’s trials cruiser, sailed for the
Mediterranean at the end of May she
was equipped with additional means of
counteracting the effect of an at-
omic attack. An officer and five men
of the RCN are on board her for train-
ing.

The automatic system for washing
down the ship’s exposed decks and
superstructure has been extended so
that the whole upper surface of the
ship may be given a “shower bath” to
remove radioactive “fall out” from an
atomic explosion before it can seriously
contaminate the ship.

Vast quantities of air are forced
through modern pressurized boiler
rooms and a system has been worked
out for operating the boilers by remote

control so that the crew will not be ex~
posed to radioactivity. It will also be
possible to control weapons and con
the ship from between decks. )

A new fully automatic medium-
calibre anti-aircraft gun, with a very
high rate of fire, is one of the items to
be tested. It is designed to provide
the inner defence against jet aircraft
for the Royal Navy’s future guided
missile fleet,

The six RCN personnel embarked for
the trials as part of their training with
the new gun are Ord. Lt.-Cdr. F. J.
Boyle, Ord. Lt. R. J. Donnithorne, CPOs
W. C. Martin, J. R. Anslow, J. E, Under-
down and PO G. E. Tatton. They went
overseas late last summer and will re-
turn to Canada late this fall.
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OFFICERS AND MEN

48 Take Part

In U.S. Exercise

Forty-eight subordinate officers of
the Royal Canadian Navy and RCN
(Reserve) took two weeks of amphib-
ious warfare training at Little Creek,
Virginia, during June. '

The Canadians included an acting
sub-lieutenant and 16 midshipmen from
the fleet and 31 third-year cadets from
the Canadian Services College, Royal
Military College, and from universities
and colleges across Canada.

They were integrated with 880 mid-
shipmen of the U.S. Naval Academy,
Annapolis, Maryland, for the annual
amphibious training. An amphibious
landing at Camp Pendleton near Nor-
folk, Va., on Saturday, June 18, ended
the two-week course, which began June
6. Involved were 5,500 personnel, 30
ships and more than 40 aircraft.

The midshipmen and cadets hit the
beaches along with 1,600 seasoned U.S.
Marines, covered by aircraft simulating
the strafing and bombing of beaches.
Paratroops were dropped behind the
enemy lines. Warships — including a
heavy cruiser, two destroyers, several
attack cargo and attack transport ships,
as well as other amphibious ships and
landing craft—launched the assault and
gave.gunfire support.

The landing .had underwater demoli-
“tion teams .(frogmen) planting explo-
sives on. the beach, while landing ships
tank (LST) landed causeways and un-
loaded supplies, heavy trucks and tanks.

Several hundred military and civilian
guests observed the exercise, including
575 cadets from the U.S. Military Aca-
demy at West Point, New York.

Liaison Officer of the Canadian group
was Lt.-Cdr. Donald S. Bethune, of
Hamilton, Ont., from the staff of the
Canadian Services Colleége, Royal Mili-
tary College, Kingston, Ont. Observing
the -assault Wwas:Lt.-Cdr.-J. R. H. Ley,
-of Vietoria, Staff Officer (UNTD) to the
Flag ‘Officer Naval Divisions in Ham-
lton. - L 0
CNS Pays Visit

To Bonave_nture :
- .The Royal Canadian Navy’s new air-

craft carrier Bonaventire on her com=-.

pletion next year will be as completely
up to date as any ship of her class in
the: world, Vice-Admiral E. R. Main-
guy, Chief of the Naval Staff, observed
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following a visit to the ship at Belfast,
Northern Ireland, in late April.

Admiral Mainguy arrived in London
on April 17 by air. After visiting the
Canadian Joint Staff on the 18th, he
was dined privately that evening by
the First Sea Lord, Admiral the Earl
Mountbatten of Burma,

The official call on the First Sea Lord
was made on April 19 and the following
day Admiral Mainguy was in Ports~
mouth to confer with Admiral Sir
Michael M. Denny, NATO Commander-
in-Chief East Atlantic.

A guest of the Board of Admiralty
at luncheon on April 21, Admiral Main-

“A Shipmate Never
Lets Another Down”

A naval information officer who
spent the last two years of the wear
das a prisoner in a German camp, Lt.-
Cdr. (SB) Ernest H. Bartlett, RCN(R)
(Ret’d), wrote the following anecdote
for the April issue of “The Yorker”,
published by the Toronto mnaval di-
vision. Lt.-Cdr. Bartlett is on the
editorial - staff of “The Telegram”,
Toronto,

I rather like this story. It started
sometime in 1943-45 when I was in
a German prison camp {(Marine Lager
to the initiated). The ratings’ camp
was close by. As officers, we were
forced to accept a certain amount of
money each month (Geneva Conven-
tion requirement). I think it was 20
marks, but am not sure. It had to
be paid back anyway. The ratings
got no money. They could get money,
of course, by going out on working
parties for the enemy. This they
would not do, bless them.

So they could have some funds to
spend in the so-called canteens the
Germans allowed 'us, we sent across
some of our lager marks. The idea
was that the seamen could draw from
this fund, would be given the name
of an officer and could then repay
him, when the war was over, the
-amount drawn.

I leave a small bank account in
England. Quite a few of the lads,
at war's end, paid in a pound each
(apparently my name had been drawn
by them).

But . . . point of the story. About
six months ago, ten years after the
war’s end, I was advised by my bank
that "a seaman had  made a deposit
of one pound to my credit.

And that, I think is more than just
a little story about honesty. It is, I
think typical of the Navy’s spirit in
which all join and a shipmate never
lets another down.

guy flew that evening to Belfast and
devoted the following day to inspection
of the Bonaventure.

April 25 to 29 was spent in Paris
attending an exercise conducted by
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers
in Europe (SHAPE).

On Monday, May 2, Admiral Main-
guy was again in Portsmouth .where he
called on Admiral Sir George K. Creasy,
Commander-in-Chief, Portsmouth, and
Rear-Admiral G. B. H. Fawkes, Flag
Officer Submarines, at the submarine
training base, HMS Dolphin. This lat-
ter visit gave him the opportunity of
chatting informally with RCN officers
and men undergoing submarine training.

The return flight to Canada was made
on May 3.

New Captain
For D’lberville

Lt.~-Cdr. Jean Marc Favreau took
command of HMCS D’Iberville, the
Royal Canadian Navy’s basic training
establishment at Quebec’ City, on
June 20. .

He succeeded Commander Dunn Lan-
tier, who became executive officer of
HMCS Stadacona on June 26.

Ordnance Officer
On “Rehab” Leave

On March 9, 1955, Ord. Lt.-Cdr. H.
‘W. Mayne commenced six months’ re-
habilitation leave and wrote “finis” to
37 years naval service,

Born and raised in Gosport, Hamp-
shire, England, he joined the RN as
armourer’s crew {(mate)-in 1917. Dis-
charged in the compulsory reduction of
the RN in April, he immigrated to
Canada in July, and entered the RCN
in November as an OA4, all in the year
1923.

In 1935, he qualified as a chief ord-
nance artificer, the first in the RCN.
Again in 1941 on his promotion to war-
rant ordnance officer, he became the
first in the Canadian Navy.

During his service career, “Bill”
Mayne has served in a variety of ships
and establishments; the Amphritrite,
Southhampton and Canterbury during
his RN engagement and the Skeena,
Fraser, Cornwallis and RCNAD Dart-
mouth, while in the RCN. His final
appointment and the one from which
he retired was HMC Ordnance’ School.




HALF-YEARLY PROMOTIONS LIST

The names of 34 officers are con-~
tfained in the half-yearly promotions
list of the Royal Canadian Navy. The
RCN is represented by 20 members and
the RCN(R) by 14. The list of those
promoted follows:

ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY
To be Captain (3)

- Commander C, Patrick Nixon, Direc~
tor of Tactics and Staff Duties, Naval
Headquarters.

Commander John Charles O’Brien,
executive officer, Magnificent,

Commander Thomas Charles Pullen,
Director of Naval Gunnery, Naval
Headquarters.

To be Acting Captain (1)

Commander ¥. W. T. Lucas, Assistant
to the Vice-Chief of Naval Staff, Naval
Headquarters.

To be Commander (5)

L{.~-Cdr. A, Craig Campbell, on Royal
Navy staff course.

Lt.-Cdr. Latham Brereton Jenson,
commanding officer, Crusader,

Lt.~Cdr. William Moncur Kidd, com-
manding officer, Prestonian.

Lt.-Cdr. Richard Hugh Leir, com-
manding officer, Sussexvale.

Lt.-Cdr. Donald Cameron Rutherford,
on Royal Navy staff course.
© To be Acting Commander (1)

Lt.-Cdr. H. E. F. Makovski, Director
of Naval Standardization, Naval Head-
guarters.

To be Captain (E) (1)

Commander (E) John Stephen Som-
ers, Manager Engineering Atlantic Coast
and Manager Engineering Department,
HMC Dockyard, Halifax.

To be Commander (E) (1)

Lt.~Cdr. (E) Robert St. George
Stephens, Staff Officer (Engineering) fo
the Naval Member, Canadian Joint Staff,
London, England,

To be Captain (L) (1)

Commander (L) John McGregor
Doull, Assistant Electrical Engineer-in-
Chief (Power), Naval Headquarters.
To be Commander (L) (2)

Lt.~-Cdr. (L) Herbert Rowley, on staff
of Flag Officer Naval Divisions, Hamil~
ton.

Lt.-Cdr. (L) James Bruce Wadsworth,
Principal Naval Overseer, West Coast,
To be Surgean Commander (1)

Surgeon Lt.-Cdr. John Henderson
Fleming, Royal Canadian Naval Hos-
pital, Esquimalt,

To be Commander (S) (2)

Lt.-Cdr. (S) C. P. G, Dodwell, Super~
intendent of Photography, Naval Head~
quarters, :

Lt.-Cdr. (S) Jack Deinstadt Forbes,
Staff Officer (Supply Personnel), Naval
Headquarters.

To be Ordnance Commander (1)

Ordnance Lt.-Cdr. Ernest Thomas
Jeffreys, Director of Fire Control, Naval
Headquarters.

To be Commander (SB) (1)

Lt.-Cdr. (SB) C. Lawrence Mofford,
on the staff of the Works Officer-in~
Chief, Naval Headquarters.

ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY
(RESERVE)

To be Captain (1)
Commander Leonard Dallas Stupart,
executive officer, York.

To be Commander (3)

Acting Commander James R, H,
Kirkpatrick, commanding officer, Kit-
chener Tender to Star.

Acting Commander Tabian Aloysius
O'Dea, commanding officer, Cabot,

Acting Commander John Harold Stev-
enson, commanding officer, Discovery,

To be Acting Commander (3)

Lt.-Cdr. Dennis J. P, O’'Hagan, com-
manding officer, HMCS Scotian, Halifax,

Lt.-Cdr. Leonard J, D, Garrett, HMCS
Nonsuch,

Lt.-Cdr. Richard Scott Bunyard, com-
manding officer Naval Reserve Air
Squadron 920, York.

To be Chaplain Class IV (1)

Chaplain Class III (RC) Michael
Thomas Dodd, York.
To be Instructor Commander (2)

Instructor Lt.-Cdr. Clarence Mercer,
Queen Charlotte,

Instructor Lt.~Cdr.
Braun, Griffon.

Harold Samuel

To be Surgeon Captain (1)
Surgeon Commander David McDou-
gall Bean, Star, '
To be Acting Surgeon Commander (1)
Surgeon Lt.-Cdr. Manzer Leroy Bun-
ker, York.
To be Acting Commander (S) (2)

Lt.-Cdr. (8) Garfield Charles Dixon,
Malahat.

Lt.-Cdr. (S) Stafford Arthur Greig,
Queen. .

A small informal reception was held
for Lt.-Cdr. Mayne in the POs’ Mess,
where an inscribed rose bowl was pre-
sented.

Plans for the future include fishing,
a long trip, fishing, lying in until 0900,
more fishing, and maintaining close con-
tact with his naval friends.

Apprentices Given
Travelling Aid

New entry apprentices proceeding on
annual leave to their homes are the
' beneficiaries of an amendment to QRCN
lowering the mileage limit above which
a travelling allowance is paid.

The allowance of two and one-half
cents a mile will be paid for round-trip
distances in excess of 200 miles to or-
dinary seamen of the regular force
under 17 years of age proceeding to

their homes on leave with pay and
allowances. Previously the allowance
was paid only for distances in excess
of 500 miles and this still applies in
the case of other men and officers.

The change will represent an increase
of $7.50 in the allowance paid to ap-
prentices (the men under 17 in the
regular force), whose return journey on
leave is 500 miles or more.

Four U.S. Ships
Call at Halifax

A destroyer tender and three radar
picket escort vessels of the United States
Navy arrived at Halifax in May on a
four-day visit. The destroyer tender
was USS Yosemite, (Capt. E. P,-Mitchell,
USN). The radar pickets were USS
Otterstetter (Lt.-Cdr. M. T. Scott, USN),
USS Strickland (Lt.-Cdr. J. R. Gorman,

USN), and USS Kirkpatrick (Lt.-Cdr.
E. J. Robinson, USN), all units of Es-

.cort Squadron 16.

Entertainment for the 90 officers and
1,220 men was arranged for the visitors
by the Royal Canadian Navy and in-
cluded daily sight-seeing tours by bus.
There were smokers for chief and petty
officers and also for leading seamen and
below from the U.S. ships. In addition
there was a reception at Stadacona for
the visiting officers.

The Yosemite, a Dixie class destroyer
tender built in 1943, displaces, at full
load, about 17,176 tons, with a length of
530 feet and a beam of 73. She mounts
four 5-inch guns and numerous antis
aircraft weapons.

The Otterstetter, Strickland and Kirk-
patrick, are all converted Edsall class
destroyer escorts.
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COMBINED OPERATIONS . ... OCTOBER 1939

HE ST. LAWRENCE River at

"Quebec City has seen one of the

first “Combined Operations”, when the
British Fleet landed Wolfe below the
plains of Abraham for the grand assault
against the forces of Montcalm. It saw
another, less publicized, in 1939, shortly
after the Second World War began,
when the RCN went to battle stations
with more keenness than ships and
material.

On the outbreak of war, in Septem-
ber 1939, Quebec was designated as a
Naval Control base, and to this ancient
city came a retired RN captain, sev-
eral other ex-RN officers and members
of the RCNVR, to set up the Naval
Control Service, and to bring into be-
ing port defences. Headquarters were
in the Customs Building, close to Prin-
cess Louise Basin.

About 15 miles below the city, at St.
Jean d’Orleans, was established the
Extended Defence Station, with an ex-~
amination battery manned by local Re-
serve Army personnel called out for
active service. The battery consisted
of two 18-pounder guns, but lacked
searchlights.

Farther up the river, nearer to Que-
bec, on the south bank, was Fort La
Martiniére, the main defences, and
‘boasting of two 7:5 inch guns of about

Zeal Could Not Compensate for

Lack of Equipment in
U-boat Scare

1908 vintage. These rifles had never

‘been fired since installation, due to the

fear that the concussion would play
havoc with windows in the surrounding
villages, not to mention the livestock
and the feelings of the residents.

Forces “afloat” were the examination
vesgsels, two ex-RCMP 73-foot cutters,
HMC Ships Chaleur and Madawaska,
each manned by 10 men and armed
with one Colt-Marlin machine gun and
a few rifles and pistols. One other ves-
sel, the Fernand Rinfret, was an un-
armed harbour craft with a crew of
three, and used for communication work
and harbour patrol. The crews of these
ships were mostly the ex-Marine Sec-
tion personnel who had enlisted in the
RCNR. The examination officers were
mostly ex-merchant mariners enrolled
in Montreal and a few RCNR skippers.
This aggregation of naval talent was
entrusted with the control of deep sea
and coastal shipping using the port of
Quebec, and the routeing of overseas
vessels. Few, if any, had received any
previous training in these duties, and
frequent reference had to be made to
the dozens of CBs supplied by Ad-
miralty.

The real “eyes” of Naval Control
were the various members of the De-
partment of Transport Signal Service.

These worthy gentlemen were .stationed
at intervals along the St. Lawrence and
the Gulf as far as Pointe Armour, and
were all connected to. Quebec by party
telephone line or by telegraph. Their
duty was to report all in- and out-
bound shipping.

At 1825 on October 14, 1939, the duty
officer at the NOIC’s office was informed
by Signal Service that their agent at
Cape Salmon, some miles below Murray
Bay, had sighted two submarines pro-
ceeding upstream in line ahead. This
had occurred at about 1600, -but due
to vagaries of the telephone service, the
report had been somewhat delayed!
When the news was passed to NOIC,
he was in conference in the city with
his staff officer, the General Staff Offi-
cer 1st Class to the District Officer
Commanding, MD 5 (Quebec), and sev~
eral lesser officets.

The news was electrifying. A hur-
ried council of war was held and it was
decided, that while the report was most
improbable, it could not be ignored.
The Signal Service at Cape Salmon was
contacted by telephone and the eyewit-
ness was interrogated. This worthy soul
was most decidedly convinced that he
had in fact seen two U-boats, having
seen submarines in the previous war;
and he gave further detailed descrip-
tion that left little doubt as to the type
of craft.

The staff officer to NOIC, himself an
ex-submariner, pointed cut that, while
it might all be a bit fantastic, it was
quite feasible to take a U-boat to Que-
bec, particularly when the defences
were known to be next to nothing, and
there was little necessity to submerge.
At that time, among the various ocean-
going ships in Quebec, was the RMS
Empress of Britain being defensively
armed. She was a worthwhile target.
It is of interest to note that the ex-
ploit of Prien and the Royal Oak took
place on the same date, under equally
fantastic circumstances,

In quick succession orders were
issued to close the port to all ship=
ping, the Extended Defence station was
alerted, and the two examination ves-
sels were directed to put out and es-
tablish a patrol of the North and South
Channels off St. Jean. In addition the
Army were notified, and they rose en-
thusiastically to the occasion by re--
calling all personnel from ‘leave and






the adventure, but their protests were
stilled. Bolstered by the presence of
one naval officer and one rating, 20-odd
infantrymen and about 15 Army gun-
_ners, the ship set out for St. Jean. Just
as she slipped, someone remembered to
throw on a White Ensign, to make,the
whole expedition a bit more official.

Doubtless, this was the strangest
man-of-war produced by the RCN. dur-
ing the entire war. The gun, perched
on the foc’sle, could not be trained, so
it was necessary to con the ship in order
to bring it to bear on a target. It could
be elevated and depressed and one
sergeant volunteered to do this. The
gunners manning the gun were not
anxious to be near it for the first shot
fired, for fear that it broke its lashings
and landed on the well deck immedi-
ately aft.

Many rounds of ammunition had been

embarked—all shrapnel. The firing ar-

rangements consisted of a signal halyard
secured to the trigger and leading to
the bridge. The naval CO would fire
at the propitious moment when the
enemy was sighted. Aft of the bridge,

on the boat deck, the infantrymen were -

standing.to with their machine guns and
rifles. The Druid shaped a course for
St. Jean at full power.

And now to examine what was hap-
pening 15 miles below Quebec by the
Extended Defence Station. The exam-
ination' battery was-standing to, ready
to open fire at the first sign of the subs.
They, too, were loading with shrapnel.
Above and below the EDO, the Mada-
waska and Chaleur were patrolling,
with augmented crews from the exam-
ination staff. These were armed with
rifles and pistols. .

About midnight, those -anxiously
watching ashore saw what was taken
to be a red Very light—the signal for
“enemy in sight”. The battery at St.
Jean: immediately opened fire, .ranging
on a buoy in mid-stream, failing a bet-
ter target. Both patrol boats were
quick to note the commotion, and, each
thinking the other had “had it”, pro-
ceeded to close at full speed. Lacking
a target, the battery ceased firing after
a few rounds.

Closing rapidly, both vessels sighted
each other at about the same mo-
ment. Their silhouettes were low with
a Dbridgehouse amidships, and each
thought the other was a U-boat! A
few seconds before the Madawaska

was to open fire with her machine gun,
" she was recognized by an officer in the
Chaleur, who challenged by light, and
fire was held until the reply was made.
An unfortunate incident had barely
been averted. Both vessels contacted
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the shore station, the panic subsided
and patrol was resumed. The “Very
light” had probably been a shooting
star.

By 0230, October 15, the Druid had
arrived off St. Jean, with all armament
manned, lookouts posted and the entire
ship’s company on the “qui vive”. She
joined the Madawaska and Chaleur on
patrol, and this continued until day-
light, with no indication of any U-Boats,
or report from Quebec that these had
arrived, sunk any ships or shelled the
city—all of these having been rated as
possibilities.

While efforts to black out the city
had been discouraged, the drydock and
shipbuilding area at Lauzon had been
dimmmed and a second 18-pounder gun
had been set up there to cover the har-

" bour approaches.

On the morning of the 15th, all
danger seemed past and the whole in-
cident appeared like a false alarm.
Better communication with NSHQ had
been completed and arrangements were
made with the RCAF to send two air-
craft from Ottawa to patrol the St.
Lawrence as far as Father Point and
to search for the alleged intruders. The
report was negative, but the story did
not tell whether these could have taken
offensive action had there been a sub.

In due course normal routine was
re-established. The Druid returned to
Quebec and landed her gun and Army

\

detachment, as well as her naval com-~ -
plement of two. All had spent a weary
night on deck amid snow squalls and
in a fresh wind, with temperature well
below freezing.

No submarines materialized, nor did
they until nearly three years later, in the
river and Gulf of St. Lawrence. How-
ever, it might have been a real threat,
and to take no action would have been
inexcusable.

Many aspects of this incident are
comical or even ridiculous as one looks
back. However, it emphasizes the de-
plorable lack of adequate defence forces
and equipment at that time, not to
mention the cheerful zeal of the “de-
fenders”.

To close, an extract of NSHQ’s offi~
cial comments on the NOIC’s report of
proceedings is of interest:

“The exact standing of the civi-
lian crews and even the guns’
crews, on board Druid, unless the
precaution was taken to commis-
sion that vessel as ‘HMCS’ and fly
the White Ensign, is not one which
will bear close investigation in In-
ternational Law, but that does not
detract from the rapidity. with
which she was placed in operation.”

(The foregoing article is reprinted from
the January-February, 1948, RCN Monthly
Review, unclassified section; by permission
of the author, “C.J.D.”.)

























The Romance
of
Flying

HO AM I, an air engineer, to

-write of flying, let alone from
an aircraft carrier, when I am not a
pilot? And how does romance enter
into it? All the so-called romance and
glory goes to the pilot—and the risk
too.

But let me tell you of how the air-
craft mechanic feels as he watches his
aircraft take off from an aircraft car-
rier at sea, and finally return and
“land on” at the conclusion of the
flight.

In the days when aircraft consisted
of a lot of piano wire, Sitka spruce
and fabric, flying was enjoyed by a
comparatively small number of people
who relied upon the seat of their re-
spective pants, their daring, and their
devil-may-care attitude toward life in
general. Small wonder flying at that
time was considered so romantic! It was!
. Looking back, the picture seems to
have changed overnight with the out-
break of war, the new role of the air-
craft, and mass production. Individu-
ally, pilots thrilled to being in the air
at the controls, but flying became a
grim, serious job for thousands, and the
romantic aspect faded to the humdrum
existence of a taxi driver or highway
trucker. The romance of flying was
dead.

During the earlier days, some of the
glamour, excitement and colour of the
pilots rubbed off on the mechanics who
looked after the aircraft. For an air-
craft had a personality, and mechanics
tended their machines with pride and
loving care. But, just as flying became
less romantic, so too, the aircraft me-
chanic’s attachment to his aircraft was
supplanted by “centralized mainten-
ance”, specialization, and what at times
became a monotonous and oft thought
thankless task to ‘“keep-‘em-flying”.

Thus it had become for me, when
I first stood on the deck of a carrier
and took part in the preparations to
fly off the ship’s aircraft. What an
engaging picture! Aircraft being ranged
on the flight deck by the handlers, to
all appearances too closely bunched to-
gether; mechanics giving their aircraft
a last-minute check.

Final orders from the bridge come
over the loud hailers:

“Aircrew, man your aircraft!”

“Start up!”
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The roar of a thousand harnessed
“horses” — propellers dissolving into
silvery discs, inches away from rud-
ders and wing tips—wind~lashed chock-
men lying on the deck at the wheels—
the “thumbs up” from “Bats’’—the ship
turning into wind. The final check of
wind speed over the deck by “Wind”,
our nickname for the control room as-
sistant and his hand-held anemometer,
reminiscent of the mythical god Mer-
cury in very earthly dungarees,. hold-
ing the stage and enacting his little
drama, his legs braced against the wind,
his outstretched arm, the spinning cups
of his instrument.

After what seems like a long delay
the green light flashes from the flying
control bridge.

“Fly off aircraft!”

The batsman gives the signal, the
engines’ roar becomes a thunder and
one by one, in quick succession, the
aircraft take off, climb free of the ship
— a happy “jink” to starboard, and
away on their mission.

The immediate thrill of watching
the aircraft take off was replaced by
thoughts of the pilots and crews as the
aircraft rapidly disappeared from view.
How did they feel, miles from the ship,
over an endless expanse of restless sea,

with no familiar landmarks for com-
fort or solace? How dependent they
are on their aircraft and on the men
who keep the aircraft serviceable!

“They are at any time,” you say.
True, of coursé, but how much more
important and responsible the aircraft
mechanic’s job seems just then.

Finally the aircraft reappear. First
as specks in the distance, then quickly
growing larger, to zoom past the ship
in a fast “beat up”, a natural expres-
sion of jubilation on return to the island
haven. The loud speakers blare “Stand
by to receive aircraft”. Trained crews
take up position. The ship is ready for
the final act, and what a performance!

All the drama and tension of a high
trapeze act in a three-ring circus can
be felt as the batsman and pilots cul-
minate months of training and practice
to bring the airecraft safely back to a
rolling, pitching deck. One is gripped
by the amazing sureness of an arrestor
hook as it picks up a wire and abruptly
brings the aircraft to a stop; the co-
ordination and split timing of the land-
ing routine; barriers go down, the air-
craft taxies forward, barriers go up,
wires are reset, the next aireraft is al-
ready in the landing “groove” over the
ship’s stern.




The “goofers” watch from vantage
points in the island and sponsons. The
keen-eyed air mechanics watch for any
signs of irouble with their aircraft; the
puff of “smoke” of a propeller “pecl-
ing” the deck, or a bursting tire. There’s
happy relief on every face when all air-
craf{ are safely back on the deck, The
performance is over,

Butl work on the aircraft is not over,
‘While some aircraft are in the air others
are in the hangars being readied for
their turn to fly., The men are on the
job, working long tedious hours in
cramped quarters, under artificial light,
and some with stomachs which never
will get used to the roll of a ship at
sea. Yes, taking part in the “play” re-
quires a lot of hard work from one and
all. By now, though, the initial im-~
pressions of confusion have been dis-
tilled into a realization of the integrated

effort and vigilant attention to detail
which have been demanded of everyone
and which have welded individuals in-
to a compact, efficient {eam, working
toward a common end,

Flying from an aircraft carrier is an
exciting operation, filled with tension
borne of the element of danger, For
those who play a part, it is a demand~
ing and enriching experience in team-~
work and team spirit, seldom found to
the same degree in other situations or
occupations. All the hard worlk, sweat
and trials are forgotten in the knowledge
of achievement and a job well done,
which results in a glowing feeling of
pride and satisfaction for all partici-
pants; a feeling of well being; a rich
reward for any labour,

For me, at least, these were the neces-
sary ingredients. The romance of flying
was reborn.—G.M.C. )

A Year with VS 880

HIGHLY successful squadron
A smoker just prior to the Christ~
mas leave period rounded out a year in
which VS 880 moved twice to Bermuda,
twice to Halifax, to Rockeliffe, Ont.,
and to Rivers, Manitoba, Since mid-
April the squadron has been at sea in
HMCS Magnificent.

The squadron, based at NAF Sum-
merside, Prince Edward Island, flew a
total of 3,594 hours during 1954, fired
837 rockets, dropped 396 bombs, and
used 1,434 marine markers and smoke
floats.

January and February 1954, were
spent at Summerside, during which
time the squadron was under the com-
mand of Lt.-Cdr. (P) E. M. Davis,
and was made up of 13 officers, 66 men,
and seven Avenger AS-3 aircraft. Ex-
tremely poor weather during these first
two months of the year, however, kept
total hours flown down to 208. Lieut.
(P) A. J. Bryne took temporary com-
mand of the squadron February 27,
when the commanding officer left to
take up his new appointment at Key
West, Florida.

March heralded the arrival of a new
commanding officer, Lt.-Cdr. (P) F.
G. Townsend, During this first month
of his command, several new aircraft
were added to the squadron but incle-
ment weather again took a hand and
held total flying hours down to 240. A
search for the sealer Truls south of the
Magdalen Islands was successfully ter-
minated after a two-day search in the
early part of the month, and ended with
the taking off of an injured crewman
by one of Shearwater’s helicopters.

In the closing days of March the
squadron departed from Summerside
for Kindley Air Force Base at Bermuda,
via Quonset Point, Rhode Island, to
carry out anti-submarine exercises
with HM Submarine Tally-Ho, USS
Cobbler (an American guppy type) and
the First Canadian Escort Group, HMC
Ships Algonquin, Prestonian, Lauzon
and Toronto. 'The sgquadron was ex-
tremely busy during the month, thanks
to Bermuda’s ideal flying weather, and
663 hours, day and night, were flown
during the work-up period. Particu-
larly gratifying was the aircraft ser-
viceability rate which came up from 45
per cent to 76-3 per cent.

Exercises completed, the squadron
left Bermuda May 6 for Summerside in
two flights of four aircraft. Avenger
340, flown by Sub.-Lt. (P) John A,
McLeod, and carrying Sub.-Lt. (O)
Robert Jones, Sub.-Lt. (O) J. D. Holden
and PO John E. White, dropped from
the formation approximately 75 miles
south of Yarmouth, N.S., and was not
heard from again,

The squadron immediately set up
search headquarters at Yarmouth and
in conjunction with ships from Hali-
fax and Bermuda, -carried out a
search lasting nine days, when the dis-
covery of an Avenger wheel and an
immersion glove precluded any hope for
the safety of the crew.

June and July saw the squadron once
more on the move, a good deal of time
being spent in the Halifax area. A one-
week course at the School of Maritime
Warfare was attended by all VS 880
aircrew,

After a two-day cross couniry flight
to Rockeliffe and return, the squadron
moved 1o Shearwater to carry out
FCLPs and armament exercises. All
pilots subsequently made four deck
landings in the Magnificent. The visit
to Halifax ended July 24 when the
squadron’s aircraft took part in the
mass fly-past as part of Navy Day cele~
pbrations and returned to Summerside
for the leave period. During this time
the squadron’s facilities and aircraft
were available to reserve aircrew who
flew 170 hours in the month,

With the coming of September, the
squadron again packed ils bags and
moved westward 1o Rivers, Manitoba,
via Centralia, Ont. In the month at
Rivers, the aircrew made good use of
the range facilities to fire 460 rockets
and drop 250 bombs.

October, spent at Summerside, was
largely a period of preparation for the
forthcoming trip to Bermuda. Weather
prevented the squadron’s full participa-
tion in Operation Cordex III, an exer-
cise concerning the protection of Hali-
fax harbour and its approaches.

The weather continued .to play a
major part in the squadron’s activities
as it deteriorated en route to Bermuda,
with the result that one week was spent
at the U.S. Naval Air Station at Nor-
folk, Virginia. Work-ups continued at
Kindley Field, Bermuda with HM Sub-
marine Alcide, the Cobbler, and HMCS
Penetang. During this period the
squadron attained its highest service-
ability rate of the year, 78-2 per cent,
an extremely good effort on everyone’s
part. While in Bermuda, Rear-Admiral
R. E. S. Bidwell, Flag Officer Atlantic
Coast, Captain A. H. G. Storrs, com-
manding officer, Magnificent, and Com-
mander F. W. Bradley, Commander (Air),
Shearwater, visited the squadron.

VS 880 flew direct from Bermuda to
Summerside on December 12 at the end
of the work-up period. This flight took
7% hours actual flying time and brought
the squadron’s activities for the year
to a close.

Since the previous December, the
squadron had an increase in personnel
from 79 to 113 officers and men, travel-
led some 5,000 miles to and from distant
points, and increased combat readiness
to 57 per cent,

The tangible result of efforts of all per-
sonnel came at Shearwater’s Ceremonial
Divisions, March 25, 1955, when Rear
Admiral R. E. S. Bidwell, Flag Officer
Atlantic Coast, presented the Air Safety
Award for 1954 to VS 880’s Commanding
Officer. It was an enviable achievement,
attained by mutual co-operation be-
tween aircrew and servicing personnel,
and by hard work by all concerned.
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In the Huron, the winning team was
the TAS branch, while the engineering
department came out on top in the
Iroquots. In the overall picture of the
meet, the wardroom officers in the Que-
bec topped all other teams with a totlal
of 91 points out of a possible 100.

The Commander Task Group, Captain
E. W. Finch-Noyes, commanding offi-
cer of the Quebec, witnessed the Huron’s
endeavours in the meet. He transferred
{0 the destroyer from the Quebec by
jackstay that noon and returned early
the next morning before church services,

Navy Vies with
Civil Service

Two Navy teams have entered the
Civil Service Recreational Association
softball league in Oitawa and have
dominated “B” section during the first
half of the schedule which ended in
mid~June.

The nine from Gloucester, Ottawa
radio station, topped the seven-team
section and Bytown was not far hehind
with but one loss in five starts. The
Bytown squad, composed of players
from the administrative “ship” of Naval
Headquarters, is managed by CPO Jim
Bazley and coached by CPO Vince Kru-
licki. Managing coach of the “Glo”
team is PO B. L. Hughes.

There are 30-odd teams in the RA
league, divided into four sections.

At  Gloucester meanwhile, officers,
chief and petty officers edged ship’s
company 3-2 for possession of the an-
nual softball station championship.
They won the rosebowl trophy for the
second year it has been up for compe-
tition.

TASmen Capture
Barracks Trophy
During the winter months, some 120
officers and men, attached to the TAS
Training Centre at Naden took part in
the interpart sports program, winning
the “Cock of the Barracks” Trophy.
TAS and Ordnance “B” tied for first
place and a whaler race was organized
to break the tie, the TAS entry winning
the event.

Venture Takes
Boxing Card

Venture cadets won five of eight bouts
fought with cadets embarked in the
cruiser Ontario to win the team compe-
tion 13-11 in the 1954-55 HMCS Ven-
ture Boxing Championship at the train-
ing establishiment’s gymnasium.

The card ran the gamut from feather-
weight to heavyweight and included
two first-round knockouts, three unani-
mous and three split decisions.

John Carruthers, 139, of Venture, was
adjudged best all round boxer for his
first round KO of the Ontario’s Philippe
Blanchard, 139, in the light weller-
weight final. Gordon Mowat, 130, of
Ontario, was considered the gamest
loser, He lost a split decision to Harry
Kirby, 133, of Venture, in the light-
weight encounter,

The results of the other bouts were
as follows:

Featherweight—Bob Ferguson, 123,
Ontario, over Bill Nicols, 126, Venture,
split decision.

Welterweight—Dick Jennings, 147,
Venture, over Glenn Brown, 143,
Ontario, unanimous decision,

Light Middleweight—Bill Fuoco, 152,
Venture, over Jim Davis, 1564, Ontario,
split.

Middleweight — Gary Logan, 164,
Ontario, over Bruce King, 163, Venture,
unanimous.

Light Heavyweight—Glenn Thomson,
174, Venture, over Bernard Derible, 173,
Ontario, unanimous.

Heavyweight — Fred Hallis, 191,
Ontario, over G. A. Potter, 195, Ven-
ture, 1st round KO.

Team points: win—2 points, lose—1
point,

The bouts were held under C.S.B.
rules, Commodore P. D. Budge, Com-~
modore RCN Barracks, Esquimalt, pre-
senfed individual prizes after the final
bout.

Fine Weather

Spurs Sports

In view of the fine weather prevail-
ing during May, sofiball, soccer and
boat-pulling were the main sports ac-
tivities in the Pacific Command through-
out the month.

A total of 2,280 persons used the
swimming pool at the P & RT Centre
during the month. The decrease in
numbpers, amounting to 308, over the
previous month was attributed to greater
scope in outdoor activities. :

" However, dependents and family
swimming periods are continuing to be
very popular and children’s classes un-
der instruction have shown considerable
improvement.

Tennis courts having been set up with
new nets and seating, considerable in-
terest is being shown in the game, which
may resolve into a club.

Air Armament

Teams Out Front

The Air Armament Section of Shear-
water has been active in interpart
sports. Entering teams in practically
every league operated, they won first
prize in both the -22 rifle competitions
and five pin bowling league.

The rifle meet took place on the air
station’s 25-yard range with 16 teams
participating over a six-week period.
Air Armament scored 2,660 out of a
possible 3,000 to beat out marksmen of
881 Sqguadron,

The bowling league, made up of 24
teams, operated for six months. Run-
ners-up were the Wardroom Stewards.

The secction came third in the 12-
team basketball league (won by Ground
Electronics); third in the 12-team vol-
leyball league (won by Air Radio) and
reached the quarter finals of the 16~
team interpart hockey league (won by
VT-40).

Officer-in-charge of the Air Arma-
ment Section is Cd. Airman A. E. Croft,
RN.

Iroquois Cadels
Regatta Victors

Skeena division from HMCS Iroquois
topped the group regatta for UNTD
cadets in Task Group 300.1 (Quebec,
Iroquois, Huron) on the eve of the
ships’ return to Halifax to end the first
month-long cadet cruise to Philadelphia,
Pa,, and San Juan, Puerto Rico.

The Iroquois won final heats in both

pulling and war canoe races held June

16 in picturesque Inhabitants Bay at the
southeastern entrance to the Strait of
Canso. In second and third place; re-~
spectively, were Restigouche and Lab-
rador divisions, both from the Quebec.

Trophies for the events were awarded
by - Rear-Admiral R.E.S. Bidwell, Flag
Officer Atlantic Coast, to the victorious
coxswains. Admiral Bidwell was fly-
ing his flag in the cruiser at the time.
The Huron had detached from the group
late the previous day to embark the.
Flag Officer at Mulgrave, N.S., and re-
joined at the Inhabitants Bay anchor-
age where he transferred his flag to
the Quebec.

During the' passage from San Juan,
many evolutions and general drills were
carried out. The Huron took the Que-
bec in tow and both destroyers were
fuelled by the cruiser to replenish their
supply for this longest leg of the cruise.
The ships arrived in Halifax on the
morning of June 17.

RCNSA Sloops
Ouisail Others

The West Coast squadron of the
Royal Canadian Navy Sailing Associa-
tion would appear to be setting the pace
in competition with Victoria clubs.

In a recent race, the RCNSA sailerette
class sloops finished in the top three
places in “C” class racing at the Royal
Victoria Yacht Club. Seven of the
popular boats were entered.
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LOWER DECK PROMOTIONS

Following is a further list of promo-
tions of men on the lower deck. The
list is arranged in alphabetical order,
with each man’s new rating, branch and
trade group shown opposite his name,

ALLISON, Shannon R............ P2LIR2

ANDERSON, William T.......... P2QR2
ANTONIO, Vincent G............LSEM1
ASTON, Derek.................. LSMO2
BARNES, Douglas P............. LSAA1L
BARRON, Frank W.............. P1AW3
BECKNER, Donald N........... LSQM1
BEECH, James V................ P2LR2

BELLAND, Andre J............. P2CV2

BENTLEY, RonaldE............ LSRP1

BOYCE, Kenneth G.............. P2RS3

BRUNEAU, Gaston J............ P2MA2
CHING, George A............... P2CV2

COOPER, Laverne............... P2VS2

COX, Delek T.... ce.. 0. . LSEMI1
CROVVDER Kenneth G... .. ... P2RN3
CROW FHER, Herbert J.......... LSCR1
DAOUST, Guy J.................P2RS3

DARK, Gordon.................. C1CK4
DEVEAU, Joseph R..... .. ... . P2CR2
DUFOUR, Gerald J.............. C2CR2
DUNPHY, Gene L............... LSEM1
DUPUIS, Regean J............... P2EM2
DUSSFAUL'I Pierre J........... P2EG3
DYCK, Henry W P2CR2
EDEN, John B.................. P2RRS3

ELLIOTT, Dale C............... LSAA1
ELLIS, John W.................. P2CR2
ESTEY, James A................ LSEA3
EVANS, Merle W................ P2TD2
FERGUSON, William R.......... LSCS2

FITZGIBBON, Douglas M........ LSRP1
FONTAINE, Joseph S............ LSRP1
FOWLER, Gerald K............. LSMAI1
GARDNER, Arthur F............. C2NS3
GILBY,Donald E............... LSQM?2
GINGRAS, Yvon J............... P2DV2
GOLDING, Jack E............... P2AA2

HAMILTON, Frank H........... C2AW3
HEWGILL, Brllce J P2RN3
HEWSON, Samuel R............. LSAW1
HIGGINS, Nyle Fo....... U LSPW1
HOBAN, Keith M............... LSQR2
HUGHES, Willlam R............. P1CIK3
KARPIUK, William G............ LSVS1

KEOWN, Richard N..... PP PIERY
KILLBY, Arthur S.. .......LSCS2

KOEN, James W................. P2PW2

BIRTHS

To Leading Seaman H. R. Comeau, Pene-
tang, and Mrs, Comeau, a son.

To Leading Seaman Allen R. Cox, Stada-
cona, and Mrs. Cox, a son.

To Chief Petty Officer H. C. Cutress Sioux,
and Mrs. Cutress, a son.

To Leading Seaman H. G. Hoyle, Penetang,
and Mrs. Hoyle, a son.

"To Commander Dunr Lantier, Stadacona,
and Mrs. Lantier, a son.

To Petty Officer R. D. Lockyer, Sioux, and
Mrs. Lockyer, a son.

To Leading Seamaa B. C. More, Sioux, and
Mrs. More, a daughter,

To Petty Officer Rohert Walker, Stadacona,
and Mrs. Walker, a daughter.
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LEGARE, Dominique J........... LSEM1
LLEWELLYN, Graham B........LSCV1
LOUGHRAN, Patrick J.......... P2AA2

LUCIER, Leonard L.............. LSCS1

MADER, Richard W.............LSSW1
MATHESON, Thomas G......... LSMA2
MILLER, John G................ L.STD1
MOORE, Harold T...............LSLM1
MORAN, Walter C............... P2CV2

MOSHER, Harold G............. LSLM?2
MUELLER, Ernest W............ P2AW?2
MUMFORD, Gordon G.......... C2NS3
MacKINNON, Patrick........... PINS3

McAULAY, Thomas H........... LSPR2
McCALLUM, Robert D.......... P1ER4
McCRIMMON, James A......... LSEM1
McLEAN, Graham R............. LSQM1
McLEOD, Laverne D............. P2TD2
OBERSKI, Bruno................ LSCS2

O'GORMAN, Robert E........... P2MA2
PALMERSTON, William R....... LSAA1L
PATERSON, William C.......... P1AT4
PERRIER, Fernand J............ P2EM?2
PRINCE, John W................LSRP1
PRITCHARD, Hugh J...... ..LSEM1

RUBIN, Donald J....... e eaa P1AT4
SHELLARD, Raymond S......... PIER4
SIMPSON, Gordon H............ LSCK1
SMITH, George W. .o C2CV3 -
SN[ITHSON, arth.. ........... P2SW2
SOPHA, Bernard W.............. 1.SAA1
SQUIRES, William R............. LSRP2
STONE, Jack R................. LSEM1
SWITZER, Neale E.............. P2ED3
TAGGART, Grovenor D.......... LSRP1
THIBODEAU, Charles C......... P2SW2
THOMPSON, Ronald E.......... LSARI1
THOMPSON, Thomas L.......... P2EM2
TIFFANY, Robert C............. P2CK?2
TIPPETT, Arthur S.............. P2MA2
UHUTCH, Edward R............ LSCS2
WATTS, Keith M................ P2EF2
WENSEL, Ronald S.............. LSCV1
WHITEFIELD, William S........ LSRN3
WILSON, Clifford G............. LSCK1
WOOLGAR, DavidE............ LSEM1
YOUNG, Leonard E.............. P2ED3

Sideshow at Naden

A fascinating “outdoor show” takes
place every time a ship enters the
great government graving dock adjoin-
ing HMCS Naden at Esquimalt — the
second largest basin of its kind in the
British Empire.

It is a show packed with interest,
drama and action. In it there is the
fight for life. Its stars are the hunter
and the hunted. It is a story that is,
from the standpoint of the victims, a
tragic one. ’

The great drydock, or a section of it,
depending on the size of the ship to
enter,  is flooded. The ship enters.
Huge and heavy watertight doors swing
closed after the vessel has entered the
basin. Then gigantic pumps start their
work, and as the water is pumped out,
the ship gradually comes to rest on
previously prepared cradles. The water
disappears rapidly from the enclosure.

Let’s go back to the time the dry-
dock is being flooded. Thousands upon
thousands of gallons of water rush into
the basin, and anything floating or
swimming near the drydock entrance at
the time is swept into the concrete en-
closure. In most cases fish in large
numbers and other forms of sea life

_become ‘trapped after the large gates

close..

Now the stage is set.- With uncanny
instinct, dozens — often a hundred or
more — seagulls perch along the top
rim of the drydock. They seem im-
patient as the water is being pumped
out. They sit and wait, knowing there
will undoubtedly be a large and readily

obtainable meal, awaiting them when
the water reaches a low level.

Down goes the water as it is pumped
and drawn through a series of grid
outlets on the drydock’s floor. Some
smaller fish manage to escape through
the crisscross of iron-work, but the re-
mainder are trapped. The water re-
cedes to a stage where it is only a few
inches deep. It is now the action starts.
The kill is on.

The seagulls swoop down. They stand
leg deep in the rapidly disappearing
water, and with sharp, fast beaks they
pluck out and devour the helpless fish.

Men in charge of the drydock oper-
ations have witnessed this scene many
times. They report a wide variety of
sea life seen in the enclosure. Large
octopi have been swept in; and on more
than one occasion large numbers of sal-
mon have become trapped.

Once, when hundreds of medium-
sized salmon became stranded in the
basin, welfare organizations of the Vic-
toria-Esquimalt district received a tele-
phone call: “There are hundreds of fine
salmon down here. They are yours for
the taking.”

Large eels, flatfish of various species,
cod, schools of silvery herring, dog-
fish and huge skate have been trapped
in the drydock. Many a drydock em-
ployee’s family has enjoyed a “fresh
fish” dinner as a result of this operation.

To those who have seen this occur-
rence many times, it remains interest-
ing. To the person witnessing the ac-
tivity for the first time it is fascinating,
cruel, dramatic.—R.W.
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