?qu'ﬁre.~»‘n;'3{sf

agm ey
By g,
.
.
I

» ”,(.p-,.rm M

’ .
e
s



3

A Christmas Message

from the

Chief of the Naval Staff

HE YEAR just ending has been one on which the Royal Canadian

Navy can look back with satisfaction and pride in all its fields of
endeavour. It has proved time again that it is ready, without delay,
to serve the national and international good. A striking instance of
this was in the preparation of HMCS Magnificent for unique service
in the Middle East within ten days of her recall from Glasgow, Scot-
land. The fact that her services were not immediately required does
not detract from credit due for the way in which she was transformed,
loaded with military equipment, and readied for sea after a stormy

- North Atlantic crossing.

This effort was a good example of the determination, organiza-
tional ability and devotion to the service of officers and men of the
Royal Canadian Navy. The Navy’s share in “Operation Rapid Step”
proved, as it had been proved before at the outbreak of the Second
World War and the Korean conflict, that the RCN stands at the ready
to the limit of its resources.

International winds, in this critical period of the world’s history,
blow hot and blow cold, and no one can say with certainty what even
the very near future may bring. But amid the stress and change cer-
tain ideals and yearnings survive unchanged: universal peace, the
dignity of man and the spirit of freedom. It is to these I would direct
your thoughts as I wish you, every-man and woman of the regular and
reserve forces, apd their civilian co-workers, all happiness this

Christmas season, and in the coming New Year.
w
W‘Ikgﬁ['?

Vice-Admiral, RCN
Chief of the Naval Staff.
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Assiniboine which joined the other four
in the United Kingdom for the Europ-
ean portion of the cruise.

Three, the Huron, Iroquois and Mic-
mae, sailed from Halifax in mid-Septem-
ber and were joined later by the Algon-
quin which was delayed at Halifax for
repairs to hurricane damage suffered
during the NATO Exercise New Broom
VI

The Assiniboine sailed from Bermuda
to joint the First Escort Squadron at
Porismouth at the end of October, Pre-
vious to sailing she had been carrying
out work-ups in the Bermuda area fol-
lowing her commissioning at Sorel on
August 16,

The Halifax stay was only a brief one
for the majority of the ships, On Nov-

ember 28, the Algonquin, Huron, and
Micmac, in company with the Assini-
boine and St. Laurent, sailed for the
Bermuda area, Following exercises
there they were seheduled to sail for
the United Stailes eastern seaboard with
HMC Ships St, Laurent and Assiniboine
visiting New York City from December
7 to 12, while the other three visited
Philadelphia for the same period,

The New York visit was to be the
first time any ships of the new class had
visited the United States port,

Squadron’s Work on
Radar Line Praised

Royal Canadian Air Force praise for
the work of the Navy’s experimental
anti-submarine helicopter unit HS-50,

- g

on the Mid-Canada Line this fall has
been voieced by Air Marshal C. Roy
Slemon, Chief of the Air Staff,

HS-50 in November completed nearly
two months of work assisting the RCATF
in the airlift of personnel and supplies -
on the Mid-Canada Line. The squadron
turned over its northland duties on the
12th {o HU-21, RCN utility helicopter
squadron from Shearwaler,

*The participation of HS-50 in the
Mid-Canada airlift over the past two
months is most sincerely appreciated”,
Air Marshal Slemon said in a message
to the Flag Officer Atlantic Coast, in
whose command the squadron is based,

“The readiness of the RCN io assist
in this vital project, coupled with the
keen spirit and resourcefulness dis-

- -

A HELPING HAND IN THE SPRINGHILL DISASTER

He Royal Canadian Navy joined

the Red Cross, the army, and other
organizations to provide aid in the mine
disaster at Springhill, N.S., in early
November, Thirteen men died shorily
after an explosion in Number 4 Cumber-
land colliery at Springhill about 140
miles from Halifax.

Another 113 miners were trapped for
more than three days when the blast
blocked passages and sent poisonous gas
through the mine. After three days of
heroic work by draegermen, miners, and
volunteer groups, 88 of the 113 trapped
miners were brought to safety.

Shortly after the explosion at 5 p.m.
on Thursday November 1, offers of help
came into disaster committee headquar-
ters of the Red Cross in Halifax. The
Navy put helicopters at the disposal of
the committee to transport needed men,
supplies and equipment. The naval
hospital sent two doctors and an ambu-
lance to the scene of the disaster on
Thursday night. Later other medical
officers and medical assistants joined
them. The Sixth Submarine Squadron
at Halifax provided 24 sets of Davis
escape gear and sent a qualified officer
to instruct the miners in their use, if
they were required.

Two helicopters from HU-21, the heli-
copter utilily squadron at Shearwater,
left Halifax Thursday night carrying
doctors, - medical supplies and blood
plasma. They landed at about mid-
night in the Springhill ball park where
cars had been parked to light the land-
ing area. From that time until Monday
morning, when the last of the surviving
miners came to the surface, the helicop-
ters operated a shuttle service between
Springhill and wvarious points in Prince
Edward Island, New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia,

They flew trips to Halifax, Amherst,
Moncton, Sydney, Stellarton, Trenton,
Summerside, and Scoudouc, They made
45 separate flights and logged 63-6 pilot
hours as they moved seriously injured
miners to hospital in Halifax, quantities
of sorely needed medical supplies, blood,
oxygen, blankets, sheets, stretchers and
many other items. There were two heli-
copters in operation at all times, some-
times both were at Springhill and at
other times one was in Springhill and
the other at some other point. Later a
third helicopter joined them for the last
day of the operation, one chopper stood
by at the Halifax end of the shuttle
service,

The ability of the helicopter to land _

in a confined area proved a blessing in
the rescue operations. The aircraft were
able to land very close to the scene
where the personnel or supplies were to
be delivered and thus save valuable
time and work. For example, two seri-
ously injured miners were flown {o the
Victoria General Hospital in Halifax for
specialist care and the helicopter was
able {o land on the North Common
where a waiting ambulance took the
men to the nearby hospital.

Taking part in the HU-21 operations
were, pilots Lieutenant-Commanders
Rodney Bays, John C. Laurie, John
Renciman, William R. Frayn and
Lieutenants Robert T. Murray, John A.
MacNeil, John D, Hewer, W. J. (Bill)
Cody, Robert C. Brown and mainten-
ance men AB Lorne R. Woods, AB
Arthur Bouchard, Ldg. Sea. Donald
Cassidy, and AB Douglas Beamish.

Surgeon Lieut. Charles Henry Whittle,
with Captain J. A, Moffatt, of the Army
Medical Corps, who is serving at the

Naval Hogpital, lefi Halifax with an
ambulance of medical supplies shorily
after the explosion entombed the men.
They were joined on Saturday by Sur-
geon Li.-Cdr. Abraham L. Halpern, and
Surgeon Lieut. Bertram W, Spilsbury.
On Sunday Surgeon Cdr. Richard A. G.
Lane went to the scene of the rescue
operations, Six medical assistants also
went to Springhill on Sunday. All
medical doctors and men remained at
Springhill until after the rescue opera-
tions were completed. Surg. Lieut,
Whittle was one of the first doctors to
enter the mine when the rescuers got
through to the first group of survivors
on Saturday morning.

The news of the explosion was hardly
more than one hour old when the Sixth
Submarine Squadron at Halifax offered
Davis escape gear to aid the miners in
descending into the mine. Lieut. A. E.
Johnson-Newell arrived at Springhill
Thursday night with 24 sets of the gear
and remained until the rescue was over.
The ABCD School of the Atlantic Com-
mand made ten sets of Comox breathing
equipment available as well as arrang-
ing to ship oxygen bottles to Springhill.

There were other evidences of the
Navy’s keen interest and desire to help.
Several officers and men answered ap-
peals by radio stations and made their
private automobiles available to trans-
port men and supplies. In short order,
six ships had voluntarily contribuied
more than $600 to the Springhill disas-
er fund. Their names will not be rec-

. orded here as there will probably be

many more names by the time this is
set in type. However, the destroyer
Nootka had the honour of being the first
one with a donation of $120.
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played by all RCN personnel connected
with the operation is an outstanding
example interservice cooperation”, the
air marshal’s message continued.

“Although much work- still remains
to be done, HS-50 in lifting more than
850 tons of urgently required material
made a most significant contribution to
the task.” '

From September 24, until withdrawal
from the Mid-Canada Line on Novem-
ber 12, HS-50 put in a total of 1,066-4
hours’ flying time. The squadron’s heli-
copters reached a total in ton miles of
17,675-93. A total of 1,018 passengers
was carried, while freight weight total-
led 1,875,212 pounds and baggage weight
75,965.

Lt.-Cdr. George Marlow commands
the unit, which received a week’s special
leave on return to Dartmouth to recover
from the arduous assignment during
which its Sikorsky HO4S5-3s were flown
49 straight days for a daily average of
eight hours in the air.

The naval commitment, on a slightly
reduced scale, continues into the New
Year, under the command of Lt.-Cdr,
John Laurie.

Promaetion for
Air Branch CPO

Former Chief Petty Officer Harry
Carter has been promoted to the rank
of Acting Commissioned Airman (Air
Ordnance).

A/Cmd. Amn. Carter completed an
officer’s divisional course late in Novem-
ber and was appointed to Shearwater
for duty in the School of Naval Aircraft
Maintenance.

Cash Award Made
For Gunnery Idea

A suggestion by PO George J. Obee
has won him a cash award of $45 and
a letter from the office of the Deputy
Minister of National Defence.

PO Obee, a gunnery armourer, sub-
mitted to the Deputy Officer’s Office a
suggestion for promoting greater effi-
ciency and safety in the servicing of
certain 4-inch guns used by the RCN.

‘The suggestion was turned over to
the Suggestion Award Board of the
Public Service of Canada for study and
trial by technical experts and has since
been adopted for use by the Navy.

A cheque of $35 and a letter from the
office of the Deputy Minister of National
Defence have been awarded to Clyde P.
Strum, 36, an ammunition worker at
the Royal Canadian Navy Magazine at
Bedford, N.S., for a suggestion judged
to be of benefit to the service.
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Mr. Strum, whose job includes
proving fuzes for various types of shells
and explosives, developed an idea which
results in a saving of time and in in-
creased safety when proving certain
types of fuses.

Lanark Has New
Commanding Officer

Lt.-Cdr. P. H. Cayley has been ap-
pointed in command of HMCS Lanark
(frigate).

He succeeds Cdr. Willilam M, Kidd,
who has been appointed to Venture,
junior officers’ training establishment at
Esquimalt, as executive officer.

Eight West Coast
Ships Exercise

Eight ships of the Second Canadian
Escort Squadron sailed from Esquimalt
on November 5, for training exercises
in British Columbia waters.

The aim of the training program,
which lasted 12 days, was to provide
pilotage experience in B.C. coastal
waters and, for this purpose, the par-
ticipating ships sailed in pairs to various
ports and anchorages. They were open
to visitors at ports where alongside
berths are provided.

The ships included the Crescent,
Sioux, Athabaskan, Stettler, Jonquiere,
Ste. Therese, New Glasgow and Sussex-
vale,

Cdr. Benson to
Command Cayuga

Cdr. Patrick Campbell Benson has

been appointed in command of the
Cayuga based at Esquimalt.
" He succeeds Cdr. Geoffrey Huntley
Davidson, who was to take up the ap-
pointment of Staff Officer Shipping Con-
trol on the staff of the Flag Officer
Atlantic Coast in December.

Supply Officers
In New Posts

Three senior officers of the Supply
Branch have received new appoint-
ments.

Cdr. (S) Martin E. Doyle, who has
been Secretary to the Chief of Naval
Staff and Deputy Naval Secretary at
Naval Headquarters, has been appointed
Manager Supply, Pacific Coast, and
officer-in-charge of the Naval Supply
Depot, Esquimalt, B.C.

He succeeds Cdr. (S) Denzil Thomas
R. Dawson who will become Deputy
Director of Naval Organization (Man-
agement and Methods) on the staff of
the Naval Comptroller at Headquarters
in early January.

>

Cdr. (S) Sterling R. Hanright, who
was formerly Staff Officer (Supply
Liaison and Logistics) to the Naval
Member Canadian Joint Staff (Wash-
ington), succeeded Cdr. Doyle in mid-
November at Headquarters, '

Sweepers on
Training Cruise

Four minesweepers of the First Mine-
sweeping Squadron, left November 5 on
a five-week training cruise to the south-
ern Atlantic to exercise with mine-
sweepers of the United States Navy.

The minesweepers Gaspé, Ungava,
Trinity and Resolute, operated with
units of the United States Navy’s At-
lantic minesweeping fleet out of York-
town, Va. The combined USN and RCN
squadrons visited Charlestown, S.C.,
during the exercises and the Canadian
ships also called in at Jacksonville, Fla.,
and Boston, Mass., before returning to
Halifax on December 11,

The First Canadian Minesweeping
squadron is commanded by Cdr, William
S. T. McCully, commanding officer of
the Gaspé.

Two Ships Join
Fleet in November

Two commissionings of warships for
the Royal Canadian Navy took place
during the month of November,

The first was that of HMCS Ottawe,
the third anti~-submarine destroyer es~
cort to enter RCN service. She was
commissioned on November 10, Cana-
dian Vickers Ltd., Montreal.

After joining the Third Canadian
Escort Squadron at Halifax, she sailed
November 28 for work-ups in the Ber-
muda area. There now are three sister-
ships in the squadron, the St. Lawrent,
Assiniboine and Ottawa.

The second ship to commission was
HMCS Fundy, a Bay class minesweeper,
commissioned on November 27 at Davie
Shipbuilding and Repair Company, Ltd.,
Lauzon. She was the first to- commis-
sion of six minesweepers being built to
replace six turned over to France in
1956 under the NATO Mutual Aid
agreement.

CPO Becomes
Engineer Officer

A former chief petty officer, Thomas
William Kenny, has been promoted to
the rank of acting commissioned engin-
eer officer.

A/Cmd. Eng. Kenny completed an
officers’ divisional course at Corntwallis,
in November and has peen appointed
to the staff of Flag Officer Atlantic
Coast for duty with the Command Tech-
nical Officer.



Christmas in the Naby —Sixty Dears Aao

Jack Made the Best of It, Wherever He Might Be

stances under which Jack is called
upon to celebrate the festivities of
Christmas, we may rest assured that,
with characterisiic energy and good
humour, he makes the most of the occas-
ion. He is, indeed occasionally very
handicapped; the exigencies of the
service may require that his ship has to
sail a day or two before Christmas; or
it may be deemed necessary—though
Jack has his own ideas sometimes as to
the necessity—that, though on the
“Home” Station, the squadron may be
relegated to the wilds of a comparatively
unknown and cheerless bay on the coast
of Spain, where, with the land close
aboard, he is as effectually isolated from
the means of adequately providing for
the occasion as though he were in “blue
water”,

WHATEVER may be the circum-

In attempting to give an idea of the
manner in which Christmas Day is
passed on board a man-of-war, it will
be better to ignore the case of a ship
stationed, either temporarily or other-
.wise, in a home port, as not affording a
typical example; every man who can be
spared, and whose conduct entitles him
to privilege, being granted leave and the
ship’s company being reduced in conse-
quence to something less than half the
usual complement,

Let us, therefore, imagine ourselves
on board a British man-of-war on a
foreign station, on Christmas Eve. Al-
ready the crowds of native boatment
have supplied forests of greenery for the
decoration of the messes and, should it
happen to be a tropical station, this will
naturally be of a delightful profusion
and variety. Rather a trial, of course,

By Commander E. P. Statham, RN,
in Army & Navy Illustrated—1896

to the stern and methodical command-
ing officer, whose joy and pride it is to
contemplate the spotless cleanliness and
order of the mess deck, with an unin-
terrupted view from end to end.

If he is as wise as he is smart, how-
ever, he will not begrudge Jack the un-
wonted enjoyment of a little relaxation
from routine, especially in view of the
pride which he takes as a rule in keep-
ing his mess clean and.tidy, and which
finds a different outlet today in the
effort to outshine his shipmates in the
matter of decorations The decks have
all been cleaned early in the day, and
the brass-work ete., polished up to the
last perfection of lustre, and the men
are left as free as possible in the after-
noon and evening to complete their fes-
tive preparations, of which the ever-
greens form by no means the most im-
portant part. Boats are arriving hourly
loaded with all the local luxuries which
are within the means subscribed by each
mess; and not unfrequently these may
be supplemented by a present of a few
sheep, or a quarter or two of prime beef,
from an English resident or .colonist,
with whom the Navy is ever in favour,

as officers and men could testify through
generations,

HE MESS DECK presents a busy
Tand cheerful aspect, and much
lively and often very humorous chaff is
being exchanged Detween adjacent
Messes, striving each to out-do the
latest effort of its neighbour. Here are
some few hands, representing the artis-
tic element in the Mess, constructing a
veritable bower of greenery to go over
the table, relieved by sundry devices
cut out in coloured paper, and some-
times including very cleverly executed
silhouette portraits of favourite Petty
Officers, or even of their superiors, with
appropriate and complementary mottoes
attached. There are usually to be found
in every ship a few men who are
wonderfully skilful in this respect, while
others, who have a knack with the pen-
cil, will exhibit their skill and give ex-
pression to their feelings through this
medium. The Mess in which is in-
cluded the painter or his “mate” is
usually distinguished by some bold and
highly coloured illuminations, on pieces
of board, with humorous or laudatory
mottoes emblazoned among the elabor-
ate scrolls, while glittering tinsel orna-
ments, ships and landscape worked in
wool, festoons of many coloured paper
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roses, and a hundred other odds and
ends, are utilized to complete the show,
with a very pretty and pleasing effect.

Others, less skilled in such delicate
matters, are occupied with the more
commonplace but not less important
task of preparing tomorrow’s dinner;
rand very well it promises, if only there
does not turn out to be a dangerous sur-
feit of good things. The ship’s cook,
though usually ready, with his assist-
ants, to slave on such an occasion for
the benefit of all to an unlimited extent,
and with the prospect of an “all night
sitting” before him, obviously cannot
be expected to undertake the mixing of
“plum-duffs” the thousand other minor
details involved, for .the whole ship’s
company; and consequently these neces-
sary and interesting operations are in
various stages all over the deck, and
executed with varying degrees of skill,
to be tested in the practical result on
the morrow: for the proof of a “plum-
duft” on board ship is most emphatic-
ally ‘“in the eating”. When it is under-
stood that the large mess deck may con-
tain some 16 or 18 messes, numbering
from 18 to two or three and 20 men in
each, the life and bustle of the scene
may be imagined; and a great pleasure
it is, to one who is in sympathy with
the men, to contemplate the busy hands
and jolly countenances of the gallant
fellows, who, ready at any moment to
face battle or possible shipwreck with

unflinching courage, take such a simple

and child-like interest in their Christ-
mas decorations.
The inexorable voice of the boat-

swain’s mate .causes a very sudden

_transformation scene at half-past eight:
brooms are produced, litter swept up
and put as straight as possible for the
Commahder’s f‘round”; and by half-past
nine everyone is in his hammock, with
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the exception of the cook and his mates;
the galley fire is allowed to be kept
alight on this occasion, and they are
busy there until past midnight, and have
to be up again at four o’clock.

T HALF-PAST SIX in the morning
Athe “hands .are “turned up” and
hammocks stowed; and at seven o’clock
comes breakfast; not the ordinary one
of cocoa and biscuits or cocoa, ‘“canned”
milk is to the fore; “soused” fish, fruit,
sardines, and other unaccustomed lux-
uries grace the board; and all is good
humour and glee. After breakfast the
decks undergo a short supplementary

“scrub up” and then the men are mus-
tered at the guns, to polish them up—
if possible to a still higher state of per-
fection; every bit of metal about them
flashes again, and the huge weapons
themselves are rubbed up to a mirror-
like surface with some cunning composi-
tion of boiled oil, turpentine, and what
not, until you can very literally *see
your face in them.”

Every man is-soon arrayed in spotless
duck, with blue collar, and paraded for
the morning inspection followed by
Divine Service, for the religious observ-
ance of the day is by no means neglec-
ted; and a fine thing it is to hear “Hark
the herald angels sing”, or “Christians
awake”, sung in unison by some three
or four hundred manly voices sustained
by the harmonium, or a selection of in-
struments from the band. The chaplain,
however, wisely tempers religion with
discretion, and abstains from the inflic-
tion of a sermon, being well aware that
the thoughts of most of his congregation
would be directed rather to the finishing
touches of their decorations than to ad-
mirable words of advice and admonition

with which no doubt his discourse would
abound.

Service being over, the whole energies
of the ship’s company are devoted to
the completion of their preparations,
both as regards the pleasure of the eye
and of the inner man, for the great
event of the day: dinner, preceded by
the captain’s inspection of the messes.
As regards the pleasure which his visit
will produce, much of course depends
upon the personality of the captain. It
is safe to assert, however, that in the
great majority of instances it will be
hailed with immense satisfaction, and
that any minor causes of complaint,
imaginary or otherwise, entertained by
individuals, will be forgotten in the
goodwill and friendly feeling so heart-
ily evoked on the occasion; while, if he
is a prime favourite, manly and seaman-
like, just and capable, the kind word as
ready on his lips as the stern reprimand,
he will be received with a perfect ova-
tion, as gratifying as it is spontaneous.

While the busy scene of final embel-~
lishment is proceeding on the mess deck,
a comical little farce is being enacted
on the upper deck, the places of petty
officers—the quartermaster, boatswain’s
mate, and other officials who keep their
regular watch at the gangway—being
taken for the time, according to immem-~
orial custom, by some of the smallest
and most chubby-faced boys in the ship,
and very amusing it is to watch these
little fellows strutting about in their
borrowed plumes, petty officers’ badges
boatswain’s whistle and all, and gravely
responding to the orders of the lieuten-
ant of the watch; the miniature boat-
swain’s mate blowing a very amateur
call on his pipe, and communicating in-
structions in his almost equally shrill
treble down the hatchway, which, how-
ever, receive a prompt response, which




he certainly would not evoke on any
other occasion,

At noon, the band assembles, and a
comical figure, got up in some fantastic
fashion, as a clown, or an elaborately-
dressed flunkey, appears on deck to an-
nounce 1o the officer of the watch that
all is ready. Very {frequently some
young ne’er-do-well, blessed with a
handsome face and much assurance of
manner, is selected for this role, and
executes it with imperturbable gravity
and importance. The officer of the watch
goes down to report twelve o’clock to
the captain, while a midshipman informs
the commander and officers, most of
whom will elect to accompany their
chief round the deck.

S THE STROKE of “eight bells”
Aresounds through the ship, the band
strikes up a cheering strain of ‘“The
Roast Beef of Old England”; the captain
accompanied by a little crowd of officers,
appears at the after end of the mess
deck, and every man spring to attention
and faces in towards the centre of the
deck; a couple of men in each mess stand
at the end of the mess table with
samples of their Christmas cheer.

What a wonderful transformation the
deck has undergone since yesterday
afternoon! The captain, as he walks
slowly along, has to peer at each mess
through a curtain of green leaves and
glittering knick-knacks; he is greeted on
all hands with smiling and deferential
glances, and invited by each plate-
bearer in turn to put the excellence of
the “duff” to a practical test, which he
and the officers frequently do, exercis-
ing their good nature at the expense of
their good digestions.

Our captain is a deservedly popular
man, and his progress is a pleasing sight,
enlivened by jokes, words of commenda-
tion for some ‘ingenious device, and an

occasional hearty laugh at a grotesque
representation of the peculiarities of a
shipmate or an officer; nor are there
wanling such mottoes as “God bless our
Captain” “The old Tartar is a happy
ship”, and so on, When the round of
inspection is: completed, the captain
takes his stand in the centre of the deck,
and in a few hearty sailor-like words
wishes them a Merry Christmas, His
greeting is responded to by a roar of
“Same to you, sir,” followed by a shout
from the Senior Petty Officer: “Three
cheers for the Captain”,

The thundering response seems o lift
the very deck overhead:; and, unless we
are greatly mistaken in our captain,
affords him a thrill of satisfaction which
is in itself a rich reward for his strict
and considerable discharge of his diffi-
cult duties for there is no mistaking the
spontaneous ring in those voices; it is
no ‘“duty” cheer, but one which will en-
sure in future a yet more cordial un-
derstanding between the captain and his

crew, even though he may have to be
down on some of them tomorrow for
undue excess in their festive zeal.

The afternoon and evening are spent
in singing, dancing and such impromptu
entertainments as can be managed, all
the available talent, vocal and instru-
mental, being enlisted for the occasion.
Sometimes the practice is permitted, or
winked at, of “carrying round” favoured
individuals among the officers and crew.
A party of some half-dozen stalwart
bluejackets will present themselves at
the door of one of the officer’s messes,
and request that Mr. So-and-So will con-
sent to be “chaired” round the mess-
deck. It is usually a mark of high

favour, and he is received with vocifer-
ous cheers; but in some not very strictly

disciplined ships it has occasionally been
used as a means of displaying a very
different feeling, and the officer who
has been unfortunate enough {o “get
himself disliked”, will find that his head
comes occasionally into “accidental”
contact with the beams, while he will
be assailed with hoots and hisses, and
pelted with orange peels, ete,; but as
this kind of demonstration is of course
very subversive of discipline, it is not
permitted in any well-regulated ship.
The captain, too, may come in for a
hostile demonstration, if he deserves it,
but not otherwise, for Jack is very dis-
criminating, An instance occurred a
good many years ago, where the ship’s
company gently conveyed to the cap-
tain that if he appeared on the mess-
deck they would turn the mess tables
upside down. Such cases are happily
most rare, and then they occur, as has
already been remarked, the captain has
only himself to thank for it.

In the officer’s messes there is, of
course a corresponding amount of con-
viviality and the captain is frequently
a guest in the wardroom, A -certain
latitude is permitted as regards the
smoking hours, both for officers and
men, so that Christmas Day, which
commenced early, terminates late, and’
with a certain sense, perhaps of a sur-
feit of festivity, which, however, is not
unknown under similar circumstances
on shore; and when on the following
morning the uncompromising voices of
the boatswain and his mates are heard
at an early hour, bawling “All hands
lash up and stow hammocks”, though
some may experience an unusual reluc-
tance to respond to the summons, they
do so, nevertheless, with a satisfying
conviction that they have made the
most of their opportunities, and have
thoroughly enjoyed another WMerry
Christmas.
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