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The Cover—Irresistibly attracted by the presence of three
handsome sailors on the steps of St. Paul’s Church, Toronto, Anne
Myers, aged three, appeared to realize at the moment the picture
was taken that she should not have got into the act. Out of sight
of the camera, Anne’s daddy, Lieut. Norman Myers, RCSC, was
saying a silent prayer while the guard, CPO J. Henry, Lieut. H. C.
Wilson and CPO R. Levnes, all of HMCS York, stood fast.

(COND-3062)

LADY OF THE MONTH

An honorable name and a fighting tra-
dition were inherited by the new destroyer
escort HMCS Saguenay when she was com-
missioned in Halifax in December, The
old River class destroyer Saguenay, which
after years of peacetime training put on
war paint and joined the Battle of the At-
lantic, had another highly desirable virtue.
In two major disasters on the high seas—
a torpedoing and a collision and explosion
—she proved to be unsinkable.

On the opposite page appears a picture
of the new Saguenay, wearing the light grey
of today’s Royal Canadian Navy. Inset is
a picture of the first Saguenay, by pre-war
standards as handsome and as up-to-date as
the ultra-modern destroyer escort which has
inherited her name.

Of all the visible features of the two ships,
perhaps the difference in the foremasts is
most symbolic of the technological advances
that have been made in the years since the
first Saguenay put to sea in 1931. (CN-
3070; DNS-16625.) e

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos,

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-
ing the negative number of the photograph,
giving the size and finish required, and en--
closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. § .10

6% x 8% glossy finish only ............ 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... .50
11 x 14 matte finish only .............. 1.00
6x2 ¢ “ e 3.00
20 x 24 “ « i eerediensadnes 4.00
30 x 40 “ e 8.00
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“Throughout all known time, it has
been a nesting-place and haven of sea
birds of many types, and is foday an
official bird sanctuary.

“It was in compliment to the great
French-speaking and early Canadian
explorer-seamen on whose charts this
island is shown, and in view of her
especial function, that it was decided
to name this ship Bonaventure.

“Bonaventure is also an honoured
name of Her Majesty’s Ships, going
back to the time of the first Queen
Elizabeth, and before. There was a
Bonaventure in the fleet that fought the
Spanish Armada, another that served
most actively from the time of Charles
II to that of Queen Anne, and another
that served in the Second World War,
to mention but three. This might be
held to be coincidence. Let us today
count it rather as a further accident
of fortune—good fortune.

“It remains for me now 1o express
but one more thought. I can introduce
it best by quoting the translation of
the old French motto which has been
chosen for this ship. Its meaning in
English is: ‘Not for us, all alone’.

“None of Canada’s many defence
measures, of which the acquisition of

The Big Cheese Deal

Captain H, V. W. Groos, com-
manding officer of the Bonaven-
ture, brought smiles by telling
this story during his address at
the carrier’s commissioning:

“In 1952 we were engaged in
delicate negotiations about buying
an aircraft carrier. We were try-
ing to discover what a carrier
hull would cost, who would un-
dertake 1its completion, and at
what cost.

“To our astonishment one day
we read in the London press that
Canada had bought a carrier from
Britain, and would pay for it with
a vast but unknown quantity of
cheese.

“The prospect of becoming con-
cerned in any equation involving
a modern aircraft carrier and a
huge quantity of cheese was
unique. Evidently the Board of
Admiralty felt the same way, and
they took action to remove the
matter of cheese from our nego-
tiations.”

Captain Groos used his story
about cheese to illustrate effec-
tively that the world is dependent
upon seaborne trade, not only for
cheese, but other foods and essen-
tial supplies, both in peace and
war.

this important ship is one, is taken ‘for
us, all alone’. No defence measure has
full moral justification today unless it
be designed to defend the cause of free-
dom of all men, and io reinforce the
mighty and continuous efforts which
must be carried forward to bring peace
te mankind and to maintain it for the
benefit of us all.

“We in Canada remain convinced, as
we have for so long been convinced,
that real hope for the future lies in
the long-term preservation of those
deep friendships between the nations
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion which have accomplished so much
in the past, and which through unity
and joint strength can accomplish yet
more in the future.

“To those who will be taking this
ship to sea, ‘not for us all alone’ but
as a Canadian contribution to the cause
of freedom and of peace, I wish the
greatest of good fortune wherever they
may go.”

In his remarks, Admiral DeWolf
spoke of the battle honours, won by
former ships of the same name.

“They extend back over centuries,
and again forward to the Malta Con-
voys of 1941,” he said.

“Their historic significance is great,

and they will be a perpetual reminder
to us of the heritage which belongs to
all ships sailing under the White En-
sign.

‘“T'o the sailor they have an additional
significance, more immediate and more
intimate., They are not lightly given,
and no ship should bear them lightly.
They represent many things, from the
hardships imposed by the dirty weather
in which battles often have to be fought,
to the cheerful acceptance of the ob-
vious hazards arising from the action
of the enemy.

“Most important of all, they repre-
sent the attainment, within the ship
herself, of that combination of high
morale and fighting capability that
alone can win battles. It is the duty
of every ship’s company, in peace as
well as war, to achieve and maintain
this morale and capability., The finest
of equipment cannot do this. It can
only be done by men.

“As this ship is commissioned, and
comes to life, these hard-won honours
of the past will be confided for the
first time to the care of a Canadian
ship’s company. I confidently expect
that every officer and man will do his
utmost to meet the challenge they
present.”

THE SHORT BUT USEFUL
LIFE OF HMCS NIOBE II

HE APPROACH of the commis-
T sioning of HMCS Bonaventure in
January meant that the days of two
naval establishments in Belfast, North-
ern Ireland, were numbered and that
the 46 officers and 151 men attached to
them would soon be on the move.

The establishments, HMCS Niobe II
and that of the Principal RCN Technical
Representative’s staff, existed only for
the purpose of bringing the Bonaventure
to completion in the sprawling yards of
Messrs. Harland and Wolff, the birth-
place of three other large units of the
RCN, the Ontario, Warrior and Magni-
ficent.

The organization of the Principal
RCN Technical Representative (PRC-
NTR) was the older of the two es-
tablishments, having been originally set
up at Bath in October 1952 and trans-
ferred to Belfast in September 1953.

The purpose of the organization was

to interpret Canadian requirements and

viewpoints to the Admiralty, who were
building the ship, and in addition to
act as the overseeing authority in in-
stallation of equipment of Canadian and
American origin.

Many PRCNTR personnel have been
in Ireland for a considerable time. Lt.-
Cdr. (1) W. B. Christie held the record

The Friendly RAF

About 350 of ~Bonaventure’s
ship’s company are still talking
about RAF’s hospitality in Ulster.

The 350 were those of the 600
Canadian sailors airlifted from
Halifax to Belfast who were ac-
commodated for about five days
at the RAF station at Bishop’s
Court, about 30 miles from Bel-
fast,

The Canadians were housed, fed
and entertained ~royally at the
station — miles from any sizeable
community.

Each sailor had an airman as
a chum, who showed him the sta~
tion and even ate with him. A
varied sports program was topped
off by a dance, for which the RAF
scoured the countryside for young
ladies, and came up with enough
of them to make the dance a
rousing success.
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at sea. A quick swim in the pool at
the Coronada Air Base did not help
matters in the least and brought know-
ing glances . from my companions, Lt.-

Cdr. Bernard Thillaye, of CMR, and-

Lieut. Harry Frost, RSO at Queen’s
When visiting San Diego a trip to
the zoo is a must, It is well rated as
one of the world’s finest. The zoo’s
200 acres are planted with rare trees
and plants as a natural setting for the
more than 3,200 animals exhibited. In
addition, a fine art gallery displaying

$4 million worth of art treasures, is

located in the area known as Balboa
Park. I spent a most interesting after-
non in the company of Lieutenants Ross
Murray and Les Jackson, although the
remarks about “the long-legged goony
adjutant birds” were not well received,
in view of my present appointment.

During our stay an excellent sand
table exercise was conducted for our
cadets by members of the Marine Corps
base. The exercise simulated an as-
sault on an enemy-held beach and de-
picted the various phases from build-up
to the final consolidation. The roles
of the sea, land and air forces were well
portrayed by the use of scale models
of the equipment used. Although very
basic, it was a most informative day.

In addition, cadets were allowed to
visit a USN submarine based at San
Diego, which is part of the 11th Naval
District.

No trip to San Diego is complete with-
out a side visit to Tijuana, Mexico.
The character of this city is doubtful
but interesting, and for the sport fan
jai alai games are played nightly. It
is wise to leave the city by midnight,
as the local jails are most uncomfort-
able. This last informative point is not
from personal experience.

Leaving San Diego we proceeded
south to Magdalena Bay.. During this
period towing and refuelling exercises
were carried out by the Ontario and
ships of the squadron. Both difficult
exercises were successfully carried out,
with cadets assisting in both.

Our arrival at Magdalena Bay was
calmly taken, other than by the mil-+
lions of shrimp that clogged the ship’s
condensers. The population of 150
stirred slightly, but didn’t move, as it
was siesta time and the mere sight
of eight foreign warships steaming in-
to the bay—well, they would still be
there in the evening.

To designate Magdalena Bay as deso-
late would be polite. The village was
the only sign of humanity in sight, the
country was hilly and I'm told much
like Korea. For the most part, cactus
covered the area,
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Swimming was prohibited due to an
abundance of sting-ray, sharks and
numerous other denizens of the deep.
The hillsides apparently were lively
with rattlesnakes, but my courage
waned and I didn’t personally inspect
them to confirm this fact.

Although the place was not interest-
ing, it afforded a good training area, and
cadets from the Ontario spent a day
with those from the other ships on a
“Cook’s Tour”, I joined the Cayuga,
commanded by Cdr. G. H. Davidson,
and was treated to a noble experience
and learned first-hand the complex
workings of a destroyer.

Later I visited the Ste. Therese, but
would prefer not to discuss my experi-
ence on board this frigate, as I was

accused first of pushing their engineer
officer into the water and later of hit-
ting him on the head with an oar.
Neither was correct but he had his re-
venge, as did Lieut. Dick Smythe, of
RMC.

It was also about this time I began
to notice the rapidly rising tempera-
ture in my cabin.

To entertain the ship’s company a
“banyan” or -beach party .‘was held
ashore. I was amazed and impressed
with the organization which produced
this entertainment. Booths were con-
structed, games were built, the band
played and each evening a fireworks
display was held. It was extremely
well done and gratifying to know the
profits were distributed to the local
inhabitants.

Under the capable guidance of Chap-
lain (RC) Regis Pelletier a collection
of funds and clothing was made from
all ships. These were presented to the
community which ~will undoubtedly
long remember our week’s visit.

Leaving Magdalena Bay an exercise
was conducted to familiarize the cadets
with the various command appoint-
ments. Cadets were appointed captain,
executive officer, navigation officer, and
took the ships to sea. A few anxious
moments occurred, but all went quite
well.

Also an exercise was held during
which the destroyers “torpedoed” the
Ontarto. " I was a little edgy, as the
trail of each torpedo approached, but
was assured by the ordnance officer,
Lt.~Cdr. Denis Perrins, that everything
was in hand. Captain Groos seemed
indeed happy as he determined each
strike. As it was his ship, if he didn’t
worry, why should I?

Later the Escort Squadron left and
we were on our own. A hearty fare-
well and three cheers were given HMCS
Sioux as she passed alongside. The
Ontario and Sioux had operated to-
gether on many a cruise and the whole
ship’s company paid their respects.

Cadet training started now with a
vengeance. Navigation, communications,
boatwork were taught and practised.
Cadets stood watch at various stations
and received seamanship training (I
thought they were chipping and paint-
ing, but was assured by Lt.-Cdr. George
Hudson that this was seamanship train-
ing and would do the cadets a world
of good).

This training continued until Santa
Barbara and Long Beach, when we
rejoined the ships of the 2nd Escort
Squadron, so I won’t deal further with
it until that time.

Balboa, Canal Zone, was a most wel-
come change from Magdalena Bay. The
day was kright and the sight of land
with its lush jungle growth was in-
triguing.

We docked and were shortly ashore.
A quick run to PX for souvenirs fol-
lowed and then off sight-seeing.

The city of new Panama is extremely
interesting; modern buildings and parks
are abundant. Of course, there are
some slums, but efforts are at present
being made to correct this fault.

We visited the old city of Panama,
sacked both by Drake and Henry Mor-
gan. The old ruins still stand and we
drove over a bridge still in good re-
pair, although over 400 years old. Un-
fortunately the tropical growth is clos-
ing in and will soon envelop the sight,
as little is done to preserve this monu-
ment to history.

The El1 Panama Hotel, which is one
of the city’s finest hotels, offers a fine
pool, dance floor and gambling casino.
I toured all three moderately, losing
a total of 30 cents to the “one-armed
bandits”.









his team, about 20 Royal Roads cadets
made an attempt to kidnap him. Im-
mediately their intention became clear,
the entire Venture football team ceased
their activities on the field and {ook off
after the “kidnappers” to avert such a
dastardly deed!

For the indignity suffered, Buffer made
his appearance shortly after this at an-
other game between the two cadet organ-
izations and gained something of a rather
sweet revenge by spurring the Venture
team on {o victory to win the Vancou-
ver Island junior football championship.

Supervised by his two cadet masters,
Buffer is given plenty of exercise and
leads what is undoubtedly a very full
life.

However, even in the life of a dog
who is shown the care that Buffer re-
ceives, there would appear to be the
odd occasion when it becomes impera-
tive to “get away from it all”.

At least this must have been the way
Buffer was feeling recently when he
attemptied to “jump” ship and go off
on his own. Apprehended before he

could carry out his escape attempt, he
was brought before the Master-at-Arms
and a charge sheet was drawn up. The
following morning Buffer appeared at
commander’s defauliers but the charge
was dismissed due to the fact that it
was a first offence. The incident, how-
ever, was noted in his records,

Suitably chastised for his dereliction,
Buffer was a wiser, if somewhat sad-
der, “sea-dog” as he returned to his
cabin where, undoubtedly, he realized
that in the RCN the “life of a dog” can
he a pretty happy existence,

GUNBOAT ACTION ON THE PRAIRIE

General’s Maritime Foray Hardly a Success

ANY amusing stories are told
about ‘steamboating on Western
Canada rivers, but the most hilarious
—in retrospect, of course—concerns the
sad fate of the first and probably the
only gunboat to engage in warfare on
thé prairies.

That wild affair occurred in Saskat-
chewan during the Riel Rebellion of
1885, but some other humorous voyages
were also made on the Oldman River
out of Lethbridge and on the Kootenay
River into the Wild Horse country of
the East Kootenay area of British Co-
lumbia during the gold rush days of the
seventies.

When the CPR was building across

the prairie its engines needed fuel, of
course. Preferably coal. Coal was
available at Lethbridge. then known as
Coalbanks, and a fléet of three steamers
and barges was built to haul coal from
there to end of steel at Medicine Hat.
" Obviously that would not be an en-
terprise to have sunk any great amount
of capital, but in time the railway en-
gines would put the coal-burning boats
out of business.

But it was not lack of capital that
bothered the operation. The boats and
barges operated best at high water, a
period of about seven weeks in early
summer.

The barges gallantly carried the coal
to Meditine Hat, but then problems ap-
peared, The Oldman River when run-
ning high had such current the boats
required more coal to get back to Leth-
bridge from WMedicine Hat than they
hauled from Lethbridge to Medicine Hat
in the first place. .

One of the best stories about steam-
ers on the Xootenay River concerns
some miners coming up from Idaho
to -Fort Steele. Their vessel became
stranded on a sandbar. But the miners
did not abandon ship. They stayed on

board to drink all the whisky in the
cargo and when that was gone they sent
one of their number on horseback to
the nearest landing to replenish the
supply.

The trial run of the Canadian prairie
navy in the controversial Riel skirm-

The Author

This piece about a prairie gun-
boat action is from the typewriter
of a prairie newspaperman, Ken
Liddell, of the Calgary Herald. It
appears here with his permission
and with that of the editor of the
Free Press Weekly Prairie Farmer,
in which it was first printed last
fall.

Mr. Liddell says that his refer-
ence to the event described as the
“trial run of the Canadian prairie
navy’”’ was written without malice.
On the contrary, he had in mind
the thousands of prairiec youths
who joined the Navy during the
Second World War and in a matter
of weeks had become accom-
plished sailors.

A mote on Saskatchewan River
ferries might help to clarify some
details of the story for those not
familiar with the oprairie scene:
The ferries were usually flat-bot-
tomed scows, whose sole means of
propulsion was the swift-flowing
current of the river. The craft was
attached by pulleys to an overhead
cable stretched from shore to
shore. By means of a windlass on
board, the ferry could be turned
at a 45-degree angle to the curr-
ent, which would propel it across
the stream. For the return trip it
was simply a matter of changing
the angle.

ishes of 1885 was the idea of General
Middleton, who led the Northwest Field
Force.

Middleton requisitioned the North-
cote, a 100-foot stern-wheel vessel used
to supply Hudson's Bay posts. The
Northcote, built in 1873, was no stranger .
to the South Saskatchewan River, al-
though the two did not get along too
well. The broad river at times ran
only 30 inches of water. The Northcote
drew 34 inches of water.

The result was the vessel spent much
of its time on sandbars. It got off these
bars by what was known as “sparring”.
The spars were placed before the ves-
sel and by aid of a tackle block, cable
and steam-powered winch the vessel
was lifted, while the stern wheel turned,
and thrust forward a few feet at a time.
Eventually it got off the sandbar. Prob-
ably merely to get on another,

The grotesque appearance of the boat
gave this operation the nickname of
“grasshoppering”.

Middleton decided to arm the North-
cote with a cannon, a Gatling gun (an
early machine gun much like a pepper

box) and the rifles of 50 troops.

To protect the men on board they
“armour-plated” the vessel—to use a
term—with two-inch planks and bags
of oats. The idea was the Northcote
would sail from Gabriel’s Crossing and
attack Batoche, six miles distant, from
the river while other troops attacked
from the land.

The scheme fell apart because the
enemy did not stand still. The Metis
fired on the Northcote from both sides
of the river before it reached Batoche.
The helmsman was dropped and the
boat crashed on a sandbar. This ad-
mirable opportunity for the enemy. to
board her was lost because the Gatling
gun was brought into play.

Under cover of that and the rifle fire,
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so you can get a D/F bearing on us
please hurry and get us in God’s name.
—=0930/26
To: Lifeboat From: Skeena
Can you hear me please go ahead now;
if you can hear me call me with call
sign Abner
—1059/26
SOS lifeboat WTKJ Williamsburg
Badly in need of water and medical
assistance
=1200/26
To: Lifeboat From: Skeend
‘We are coming to your aid; keep send-
ing. Our call sign is Abner. Can you
hear me now?
=1355/26 °
To; Abner From: Lifeboat
Yes and thanks to God old man to you
we will send from here on the hour and
30 minutes after the hour as the men
get very tired of cranking the generator.
—1400/26
To: Lifeboat WTKJ From: Abner
I am going to drop a depth charge in
five minutes. Let me know if you hear
it.
—=1425/26
To: Abner From: Lifeboat
We did not hear your depth charge.
—=1435/26
Lifeboat to WTKJ ESSO Williamsburg
Will send again in 10 minutes.
—1545/26
SOS from lifeboat WTKJ
Need medical aid and water immedi-
ately will send again in 15 minutes
—1617/26
To: Abner From: WTKJ Lifeboat
The sun has just broken through to the
west of us. We have a bright orange
flag up from a 20-foot mast. We did
not hear your gun fired or depth charge.
’ —1633/26
From: Lifeboat WTKJ
The sun is shining and the sea is very
slightly choppy. We have to use oars
to be kept from being swamped. The
wind is blowing us outter (sic) to sea.
—=1718/26
To: Abner From: Lifeboat
We just sighted you northeast of us
and coming closer. We are firing a flare
in a few minutes.
—=1730/26
To: Abner From: Lifeboat
Flare pistol won’t work but you appear
to be steering towards us.
=1735/26
To: Abner From: Lifeboat
The ship that we sighted was 2 to 5
miles away. Is that you?
—=1740/26
To: Lifeboat
Am going to fire a rocket.
you can see it.
—1742/26

From: Abner
Report if
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To: Abner From: Lifeboat
‘We are between you and the sun.
—1800/26
To: Abner From: Lifeboat
The ship we see has one stack.
—=1810/26
To: Lifeboat From: Abner
Did you see my rocket or hear my
charge?
—=1815/26
To: Lifeboat From: Abner
Am 1 still steering for you?
=1828/26
The chapter closed in mystery and
tragedy. The last message from the life-
boat’s transmitter, cranked by weary,
numbed arms was: The ship that we
see has one stack.”” The Skeena, a
River class destroyer, had two.
However, the Skeena saw no other
ship in the general area. Her after-
stack was short and, sighted fine on the
bow, she could have appeared to be
one-funnel vessel. .
But why did the transmissions cease?
Did the transmitter break down? Had

the sailors in the boat reached. and
passed the limits of physical endurance?
Or did the little craft, her weakened
crew unable to manage her, founder in
the choppy seas?

The Skeena had been unable to pin-
point the source of the radio transmis-
sions. She searched the general area
but found only tossing, empty seas.
Hope of effecting the rescue gone, she
set course at last for St. John’s.

Believing herself to be dangerously
low in fuel, she had nevertheless turned
aside on a mission of mercy. Although
she was in an area thronged by U-boats,
she took the calculated risk of exposing
her position by depth charges, gunfire
and rockets.

The answer to the mystery is not pro-
vided in any records of merchant ship-
ping losses at Naval Headquarters.
There is merely the unadorned informa-
tion that the Esso Williamsburg, routed
independently had been torpedoed and
sunk on the date and in the position
given earlier in this article.

FRIENDSHIP WITH QORs
SYMBOLIZED BY BUTTONS

HEN the First Battalion of the

Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada
left Halifax in mid-December to return,
via leave, to Calgary, each of the unit’s
officers wore on his battledress tunic
a small gold button inscribed with a
fouled anchor topped by a crown and
with CANADA superimposed.

The buttons, of the type worn on
naval mess jackets, were presented to
the QOR officers by Captain A. B. F.
Fraser-Harris, commanding officer of

Ship Entitled To
One-Mile Penant

A paying-off pennant 360 feet long
flew from HMAS Platypus during her
last voyage down Sydney Harbour on
November 1.

~ This was merely holding a candle to
the sun, for the ancient Australian
depot ship had been in commission for
36 years and was entitled to a paying-
off pennant rore than a mile long.

At the end of a two-year commission
a ship, on paying off, wears a pennant
whose length equals the length of the
ship and it is proportionately extended
according to the duration of the com-
mission. Thus, after four years, the
pennant would be twice as long as the
ship.

The Platypus had been in commis-
sion with the Royal Australian Navy
since 1920. During the Second World
War she was used as repair ship in
Darwin Harbour where she survived
the heavy Japanese air raids made on
that base.

HMCS Magnificent, to serve as a re-
minder of the close comradeship estab-
lished between the battalion and the
Navy—and particularly the “Muaggie”—
during the month the unit was in
Halifax.

The Queen’s Own and the -carrier
arrived in Halifax almost simultane-
ously in November, the former from
Calgary and the latter from the U.K.
During the hectic five days of Operation
Rapid Step, the battalion was guartered
ashore, mostly in Stadacona. When the
sailing date was postponed, Lt.-Col. C.
P. McPherson, commanding officer of
the battalion, suggested that perhaps
the “Maggie” could employ some of his
men. .

Captain Fraser-Harris readily fell in
with the idea and, from November 19
on, 30 or more QORs worked alongside
their naval comrades in the carrier.
Others stood picquet duty in the ship,
and, on weekends, still others visited on
board. Before long a remarkably close
association had been formed.

In Stadacona, the same thing occur-
red. All facilities were made available
to the visitors and, to help add variety
to the schedule, groups of soldiers were
given “short courses” in the seamanship
school. There they learned bends and
hitches, knots and splices and other
basic aris of the sailor, and also did
boat-pulling in the harbour.










THE CONTINUING NEED FOR A NAVY

Conventional Weapons Still Vital to Defence

HEN I SAY “I believe in the

Navy”, this confession of faith
has two distinct meanings: it means that
1 believe there is a continuing necessity
for the existence of the Navy as a part
of the country’s armed forces; it also
means that I have confidence in the
ability of the Navy to play its proper
part in the defence of Canada. It is my
task now to examine why I hold these
beliefs.

There is always a tendency between
wars, even in countries whose existence
largely depends on overseas trade, to
’ regard the Navy as a rather expensive
and not very essential part of the
national economy and to neglect it ac~-
cordingly. 'This tendency, though al-
ways proved wrong in the past, is as
strong as ever today. There is no
reason to be unduly surprised at this;
it results naturally from the great atten-
tion which must be paid to the tremen-
dous importance of airpower with its
terrifying accompaniment of atomic
bombs. Small wonder that navies tend
to be regarded as outdated and virtu-
ally useless in face of the picture pre-
sented to us of the appalling destruction
which can be wrought by nuclear attack.
With attention concentrated on this new
threat from the skies, it begins to be
taken almost for granted that any future
" war between the great powers will be
decided within the first few days by
knock-out blows delivered from aircraft
armed with nuclear weapons.

This assumption, though it may ap-
pear to be based on predictable facts, is
probably somewhat out of proportion.
One of the lessons taught by the Second
World War is that it was the defeat of
their armies in the field which made the
Germans ask for peace rather than the
massive series of bombings they had ex~-
perienced. Undoubtedly atomic bombing
is far more devastating even than raids
of a thousand bombers equipped with
high-explosive block-busters—neverthe-
less it is open to question whether air
attacks with nuclear weapons, unsup-
ported by any other enemy activity,
would bring a great power to the point
of unconditional surrender. It is cer-
tainly arguable that some follow-up in
the shape of invasion and occupation by
enemy troops is still essential for com-
blete domination of one power by
another. In other -circumstances a
bombed country would reéover; slowly
and painfuly no doubt, but still with
Sufficient spirit to resist complete sur-

The purpose and importance of
the Nawvy in this atomic era are
discussed here in two essays sub-
mitted in last year’s “Canadian
Shipping and Marine Engineering
News” on the subject “Why I Be-
lieve in the Navy”.

render to an ideology which would in-
volve the abandonment of its most
cherished principles.

If we accept this argument, the neces-
sity for retaining conventional forces in
the shape of an army and a navy is
obvious even in a global and atomic
war. The only conceivable enemy who
might attack the North American con-
tinent (and here we must think in terms
of continental rather than of national
defence) must cross the oceans to
occupy and rule it. Without the shield
of naval forces, capable by virtue of
their mobility of surviving the atomic
attack, complete domination of North
America might be a possibiilty. But so
long as the Western powers exercise
sovereignty over the seas utter defeat

will not be our fate. It will still be
possible to concentrate against the in-
vader at sea, to attack him on the sur-
face, under the surface and from the
air until all hope of a successful landing
has faded into impossibility.

Now supposing that possession of nu~
clear weapons by both sides involved in
a dispute were to create a situation in
which neither dared to use the atomic
bomb for fear of retaliation, the need
for the Navy becomes even more appar-
ent. In the circumstances of what Field
Marshal Montgomery has called the “pax
atomica”, it might become necessary to
save Western Europe from being over-
run by the conventional forces of the
Communist bloc. For the West to be
successful it would be essential to es-
tablish and maintain complete control of
the sea communications across the At-
lantic in the face of any maritime threat,
for only so could the forces and the
supplies needed for its salvation be
poured into Europe.

Similarly in the case of the limited
war which does not involve a direct
clash between major powers, control of
the seas will still exercise as important
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into consideration that the destruction
of more than 2,000 aircraft during the
operations off Japan, Okinawa and For-
mosa bears ample witness to the ability
of carrier forces, when required, to slug
it out with land-based air. Further-
more, the enemy is unable to relieve
the excess load imposed upon his rail-
way and canal systems when his coastal
shipping is everywhere destroyed, and
the threat upon his whole coastline,
posed by strategically mobile assault
forces, will require him to make costly
outlays in men and materials for its
defence. There were still 300,000 Ger-
mans in Norway long after the Rhine
was crossed. With these and many
lesser benefits accruing to those who
rule the seas it has yet to be suggested
that such supremacy is not the first
prerequisite of victory.

Command of the seas, from Salamis
‘to Matapan and Midway has never
been easily obtained and though we
gain surface and air superiority we are
still threatened by the almost undetec-
table submarine. First and Second
World War submersibles, in the face
of superior naval forces, sank 11 mil-
lion and 21 million tons of shipping
respectively. The advent of the true
submarine which will operate in con-
junction with surface raiders and co-
operating aircraft confronts us with an
even greater threat to our supply lines
and a new nuclear threat to our cities
and harbours. Thus it is apparent that
superiority must be obtained in all
three dimensions of the ocean areas.

The Navy, as the martial element of
sea power, is one of the instruments of
force by which we hope to compel our
enemies to fulfil our will. To be worthy
of the nation’s trust the Navy must be
capable of accomplishing its part of
this task. It is by faith in the Navy’s
ability to so do that belief in the neces-
sity for a strong navy is supported.
Names like Cadiz, Quiberon, Trafalgar,
Falkland Islands and the Battle of the
Atlantic which illuminate the record of
past achievements
Campbell, Cooper, Caporelli, Christen-
sen and Kalinowski that belong to the
men who fight the ships and aircraft of
today’s Navy, are, in themselves, al-
most sufficient basis for that faith.
When augmented by knowledge of the
effectiveness of the equipment produced
by our industries they fully justify it.

- It is because I recognize the need for
a nation or group of nations to be cap-
able of executing the functions of sea
power and because I have faith in the
ability of naval personnel dedicated to
the service of the Queen and fellow
citizens, to carry out this assigned role,
that I believe in the Navy.—R.W.J.C.
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and names like .

VETERANS' ASSOCIATIONS
MAINTAIN LINK WITH NAVY

ETIREMENT from active service

with the Navy need not neces-
sarily mean a complete break with the
associations formed within the service
in war or peace.

Thousands of former naval person-
nel across Canada have retained a
pleasant and rewarding link with the
RCN and continued to enjoy the com-
radeship of others who have served in
navy blue and have returned to “civvy
street”.

They have done this by becoming

members of the numerous naval asso-

ciated clubs which spread across the
country from coast to coast. Mem-
bership in these organizations continues
to grow, and former naval personnel
are welcomed in all.

For the information of those who
would like to retain their links with
the service, a list is provided here of
naval clubs and associations whose ex-
istence has come to the attention of
Naval Headquarters. It would be ap-
preciated if any omissions or corrections
in addresses were drawn to the atten-
tion of the editor of The Crowsnest.

Mr. Hugh Spence,

Chairman,

Central Alberta Naval Veterans,
Red Deer, Alta,

Mr. Fred Sygrove,
President,

Naval Veterans’ Association,
498 Indian Road,

Sarnia, Ont,

Combined Operations Naval Service
Ass’n,

Montreal Branch,

2035 Trenholme Avenue,

(Apartment 2),
Montreal.
(Att'n: F. J. Turnbull.)

Mr. Jarnes W. Evans,
720 Dickens Street,
Trail, B.C.

Mr. Kenneth A. J. Hussey,

Secretary,

Bathurst Branch No. 6,

Main Brace Naval Veterans’ Ass'n of
Canada,

Bathurst, New Brunswick.

Montreal Ex-Naval Men’s Ass'n,

"1173 Drummond St.,

Montreal, Que.

White Ensign Branch No. 129,
Canadian Legion,

1572 Barrington Street,
Halifax, N.S.

Mr. Herman S. Boyle,
National President,

Main Brace Naval Veterans,
Moose Head Breweries,
Lancaster, N.B.

Royal Canadian Naval Veterans’
Ass'n,
North Bay, Ont.

Mr. Earl Goyne,

Secretary, )

Oshawa & District Naval Veterans’
Club,

147 Cadillac Avenue S.,

Oshawa, Ont.

Mr. A. M. Ross, president,
Oxford County Naval Ass’n,
68 Railway Street,
Woodstock, Ont.

Hamilton Naval Club,
444 Sherman Avenue S,,
Hamilton, Ont.

Mr. C. ‘Pete’ Meridew,

Secretary,

Peterborough Naval Veterans’ Ass'm,
469 Cameron Street,

Peterborough, Ont.

Mr. J. R. Gaudet,
Secretary-treasurer,

Main Brace Naval Veterans’ Club,
102 St. George Street,

Moncton, N.B.

Belleville Naval Veterans’ Ass'n,
24 Sixth Street,
Belleville, Ont.

Brant County Naval Veterans’ Ass’n,
P.O. Box 135,
Brantford, Ont.
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==CERMIN B BATTLECRUISER =
THE GERMAN CAPITAL

AT SCAPA FLOW IN 1919, @
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4 HMS LION, aEATw's FLAGSH\P AT JUTLAND (8 13 s IN. GUNS),

BRITISH BATTLECRUISERS WHO ANNIH\LATED
VON SPEE'S SQUADRON AT THE FALKLAND ISLANDS
IN 1914, THE INVINGIBLE BLEW UP AT TUTLAND,—SHE
WhS THE WORLD'S
FIRST BATTLE~ _
CRUIBER. ...

“=U.S. BATTLECRUIS
ALABWUA’ CLASS , AMERICA'S
ONLY VENTURE IN THIS TYPE OF SHIP. Camamg "0
—MOUNTED |2 IN. GUNS ~— THE ONLY BATTLECRUISERS
ORDERED By ANY NAVY SINCE THE WASHINGTON TREATY IN 192

Or l l er CONCEIVED AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY, THE
( : BATTLECRUISER WAS To BE A CAPITAL SHIP, EQUAL

IN POWER TO A BATTLESHIP, BuT SACRIFICING ARMOUR
FOR SPEED, HER FUNCTlON IN A FLEET ACTION WAS,
BY VIRTUE OF HER SUPERIOR SPEED, TO OVERTAKE THE ENEMY

BATTLEFLEET § ENGAGE UNTIL HER OWN BATTLEFLEET ARRIVED,

SHIPS THAT WERE SCUTTLED > — :ﬂﬂ/_:

. P ——
5— S A S e e e HMS HOOD (1916)-THE ONLY ONE OF A CLASS OF 4- SHIPS THAT |
=== % WAS COMPLETED. UNTIL THE SECOND WORLD WAR

(e e —‘— —‘ - =

THE BATTLECRUISERS PLAYED THE ROLE THEY WERE DESIGNED FoR,BUT SUFFERED
HEAVILY, A SECOND SHIP OF THE CLASS  HMS.QUEEN MARY WAS BLOWN UP EARLY
IN THE BATTLE N MUCH THE SAME MANNER AS HMS.HOOD 25 YEARS LATER..

~""S BATTLESHIPS OF THE ROYAL SOVEREIGN CLASS-WERE

NO. 44

THE RISE & FALL OF THE BATTLECRUISER

///////’/ f o ..,\/

’//I Ha M/////////

WAS THE LARGEST WARSHIP AFLOAT, SHE
WAS A BATTLECRUISER EDITION OF THE QUEEN
ELIZABETH CLASS AND MOUNTED THE LARGEST
CONNING TOWER EVER FITTED IN A WARSHIP.
SHE WAS SUNK BY THE BISMARK IN 1941, HER
FATE POINTED CLEARLY TO THE INADEQUALY OF
HER PROTECTION, AND SOUNDED THE DEATH-
KNELL OF THE /BATTLE CRUISER THEORY. (BY
THIS TIME , OF COURSE , THE DAY OF SURFACE

FLEET ACTIONS WAS NEARLY DONE).

-
AT JUTLAND -

HMS REPULSE & RENOWN—LAID DOWN IN 1914 AS

CUT IN HALF AND LENGTHENED BY ITOFT. THEY WERE
COMPLETED As VERY FAST, LIGHTLY ARMOURED,
~  SHALLOW-DRAUGHT BATTLECRUISERS. REPULSE
WAS SUNK BY JAPANESE AIR ATTACK IN 104,
BY WORLD WAR Il MODERN BATTLESHIPS WERE
DESIGNED WITH SPEEDS EQUIVALENT o
BATTLECRUISERS ) PLUS HEAVY PROTECTION .

T:M: THORNTON
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