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The Cover—UNTD cadets stormed ashore on a rocky island
in the Hudson Bay last August only to find it inhabited by fierce,
hungry husky dogs, confined there for the summer by their
Eskimo owners. The noise of the landing and the sight of rifles

proved enough to keep the huskies at bay. (C(9-264)

LADY OF THE MONTH

There are three good reasons why HMCS
Restigouche should be chosen as “Lady of
the Month”, First, she has been awarded
the L, W, Murray trophy as the most pro-
ficient ship in gunnery in the RCN; second,
she has won the Fifth Escort Squadron
efficiency trophy for 1962, and, third good
reason, she won the plaque presented by
the Halifax Junior Chamber of Commerce
for the ship mounting the best Christmas
illumination,

Her last appearance as “Lady of the
Month” was in the July 1958 issue, in
recognition of her commissioning the pre-
vious month as name ship of the Resti-
gouche class. .

-This striking photograph was taken off
Halifax on a winter afternoon by Ldg, Sea.
Charles Quick, (HS-70961)

—

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of ,the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Directorate of Naval
Photography, quoting the negative number
of the photograph, giving the size and finish
required, and enclosing a money order for
the full amount, payable to the Receiver
General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10

63 x 8% glossy finish only ............. .40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... 50
11 x 14 matte finish only .............. 1.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 per
year; outside of North America,
$1.50. Orders, accompanied by
cheque or money orders made to
the Receiver General of Canada,
should be sent {to:

THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,

Department of Public Printing
and Stationery,

Ottawa, Ont.

Communications, other than those
relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed to:

EDITOR,

The Crowsnest,
Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, Ont.
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FIGHTING FIRES 100 YEARS AGO

ANDING a fire brigade from a
L naval ship a century ago to fight
a fire on shore may well have given the
inhabitants more cause for alarm than
the fire itself. At legst it would appear
that way from an account of the in-
structions issued to naval fire fighters
in Alston’s Seamanship, first published
in 1860.

In answer to Question 540 which
asks: “On a fire breaking out on shore,
you are sent in charge of a party to
aid in extinguishing it: What will you
take with you, and what course will
you pursue on landing?” the following
instructions were given:

FIRE ON SHORE—The following
disposal of a “fire brigade for landing,”
was drawn up for a corvette. On the
boats being called away for the above
purpose, the pinnace-men will drop
their boat under the main yard, ready
to receive the engine and field-piece
limber carriage; and the midshipman of
the boat will see all the wash-deck
buckets passed into her by the boat’s
crew, and will be responsible for their
not being lost ashore.

The gunner and his crew will provide
a 100-1b. barrel of powder (previously
bored and plugged), two port-fires or
a fathom or two of Bickford’s fuze in
preference, if there is any, and a slow-
match; pass them into second cutter;
and, on landing, be in readiness to blow

up any building that it may be neces-
sary to level, to arrest the progress of
the fire.

The boatswain, with forecastle-men
and riggers not belonging to boats, pro-
vide fire-grapnel, and two hook-ropes;
pass them into the second cutter, and,
on landing, take charge of them.

The carpenter and his crew, having
passed the engine gear into the pinnace,
will provide a couple of axes, and go
down into the boat.

The sergeant will tell off 12 men
into the pinnace, under a corporal to
work the engine; and fall in a corporal
and eight men on the quarter-deck, in
readiness, to receive ball cartridge, and
then land in charge of them in the first
cutter.

The lieutenant in charge will take the
second gig, and be accompanied by the
assistant-surgeon with provisions for
accidents, and with a bugler to sound
the assembly, for calling the men
together at any particular spot.

All the party are to shift in their
old blue clothes, and to rig in caps,
shoes and stockings. On landing, they
will man the drag ropes and, with all
speed, transport the engine and gear to
the scene of action.

Mr, ...... will remain in charge of
the boats and boat-keepers.

If the fire is not very alarming, the
right thing to do will probably be seen

at a glance; but, should it already have
spread to any great extent, or have
caught, by the falling sparks, etc., at
more points than one, with many inter-
vening buildings, the exertions of your
party cannot be efficiently directed

"unless you have been able to take a

survey of the fire from the top of a
house which commands a view of the
whole. From such a position, you can see
where a stand must be made to check
its progress; and, having formed your
plan, let nothing divert you from its
accomplishment. No time should be
lost in passing out furniture, and in
tearing down windows, jalousies, doors,
and wooden erections of all kinds; for,
by irying to save too much, you risk
the loss of all. If you have any scaling-
ladders, they will be found of the
greatest use; and the range of the
engine may be considerably increased
by placing your thumb on the nozzle
occasionally, that, on its withdrawal the
water may escape with greater force.

Wherever there are no organized fire
companies, indecision is always pain-
fully apparent. A plan is no sooner hit
upon than it is abandoned for another
which appears more feasible; while the
fire, in disadvantageous contrast, stead-
ily pursues its undeviating course.
Wherever, therefore, the services of his
men are needed, the naval officer should
promptly assume the direction of
affairs.

which sailed for England Febraury 4
after an 18-month period with the At-
lantic Command.

The Aurige previously served with
the Sixth Submarine Division at Halifax
from November 1959 to April 1961.
The Division was formed in March
1955 to provide anti-submarine training
for ships and aircraft of the Atlantic
Command and maritime air squadrons
of the RCAF.

The Auriga joins HMS Alderney,
which has been serving with the Divi-
sion for the past year.

Dockyard Mishap
Rate Improves

Accident prevention showed a marked
improvement in HMC Dockyard at
Halifax during 1962, according to re-
ports compiled by the Atlantic Com-
mand Safety Department. They noted a
major reduction in the accident fre-
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quency rate from 12.8 to 10.8 per million
man-hours of work in the yard.

They attribute the steady decline in
the number of ‘“lost time” accidents
and attendant costs to the aggressive
programming of safety education at all
levels and the continued interest shown
by management and employees.

R. J. Giovannetti is the Command
safety officer, William B. Power, the
Dockyard safety engineer and L. D.
Kehoe, the Dockyard safety inspector.

Education of personnel by use of
visual aids and training was conducted
throughout a score or more of shops in
the dockyard. During the year, 40 super-
visors attended a one-week course in
the fundamentals of industrial safety.
Supervisory safety training courses con-
ducted twice a year contribute substan-
tially to making line management more
safety conscious, reducing accidents and
increasing productivity by promoting
accident prevention, they noted.

~—

“Atlantic Command statistical records
indicate a general trend toward im-
provement in accident prevention and
reduction in lost man-hours”, said Mr.
Giovannetti. Exact records were estab-
lished in 1958, although there were
more generalized data earlier.

Rear-Admirals
To Exchange Posts

Rear-Admiral Kenneth L. Dyer, Flag
Officer Atlantic Coast and . Maritime
Commander Atlantic, with headquarters
at Halifax, and Rear-Admiral Jeffry
V. Brock, Vice~Chief of the Naval Staff
at Naval Headquarters, Ottawa, will
exchange appointments in July.

Rear-Admiral Dyer has held his pres-
ent appointment since August 1960. Xe
will become a member of the Naval
Board on taking up his new appoint-
ment.

Rear-Admiral Brock has been Vice-
Chief of the Naval Staff since June 1961.



- OIL-POLLUTED SEAS

Most sailors are aware of the serious problems
arising from the discharge of fuel oil into the sea—
befouled ship’s sides, filthy beaches and destroyed
birdlife, Last year the International Conference on
the Prevention of Pollution of the Sea met under the
auspices of the Inter-Government Maritime Consulta-
tive Organization (IMCO), Forty nations, representing
over two-thirds of the world’s shipping tonnage and

well over half the oil tanker tonnage, subscribed
to a convention that represented a long step forward
in meeting the oil pollution problem. The article re-
printed here from The UNESCO Courier outlines the
problem and tells of some of the steps proposed to
meet i, The writer is David Woodward, a documen-
tary writer-producer for the British Broadcasting
Corporation, London,

N THE SHORES of the seven seas,

from the Antarctic to Florida and
all along the West coast of Europe, the
pollution of the sea by oil fuel has for
years been an unmitigated nuisance to
all those who look to the seashore for
their pleasure or for their livelihood.

Oil, washed up on the beaches and
left behind by the receding tide, is at
the least unpleasant. It spoils the enjoy-
ment of swimmers and holiday makers,
ruining their clothes and their shoes. If
these conditions prevail over any length
of coastline, the dispirited holiday
maker can pack up and go home or, if
he is lucky during the holiday season,
find somewhere else to go; but thou-
sands of people whose livelihood is pro-
vided by the seaside suffer a loss of
trade as well as damage to the carpets
and furnishings of their hotels or lodg-
ing houses.

Inshore fishermen suffer, for it is im-
possible to wash fish covered with oil.
Lobsters do not breed. And even the
most thoughtless must deplore the
plight of sea birds whose feathers have
become coated with oil and have thus
been deprived of their power to swim or
to fly. Unless they receive highly skilled
help, such birds are doomed to a mis-
erable end by starvation. As an indica-
tion, it is calculated some quarter of a
million sea birds perish in this manner
every year around the coasts of Great
Britain alone.

In the Antarctic the plight of seals
and penguins covered with o0il has
touched the hearts of even the tough
whaling men, Dr. Harry R, Lillie, a
former surgeon to an Antarctic whaling
fleet, said in a newspaper interview:

“] have found half-grown seals cov-
ered in a sticky tarry mess, their eyes
bloodshot with irritation; and penguins
hopelessly clogged, waiting for a slow
death.”

Dr, Lillie added that he had spent a
lot of time cleaning up the birds on
board the factory ship:

“T must say with respect to the whal-
ing crews, they were generally little
concerned with the suffering of har-
pooned whales, but I never found any of
the men around me who ever felt that
our butter supply was too good to be
used to clean up oiled penguins.”

The fact that pollution has become a
major problem is due to the enormous
growth of oil fuel used throughout the
world—a 50-fold increase in the last 40
years, and almost all this oil is carried
about the world in tankers.

By David Woodward

Sir Gilmour Jenkins, President of the
IMCO Conference which met in April,
told the meeting:

“Liast year 500 million tons of oil were
carried across the seas and oceans of
the world. If we assume that only a
very small proportion, say one part in
a thousand, of this vast amount found
its way into the sea in the form of per-
sistent waste, we get the terrifying total
of a half a million tons.”

This oil, for the most part, is the
sludge left behind in the tanks of the
ships after they have discharged their
cargo, The tanks are washed “out by
sprays of hot water and pumped into
the sea, And there it floats, Man+has al-
ways used the sea as a vast cesspit, for
such various commodities as sewage,
unwanted high explosives and atomic
waste. But the oily waste is persistent
and may well stay in the sea for ever.

A secondary source of this oil is the
practice of oil-fuelled merchant ships
replacing the fuel which they burn dur-
ing a voyage by water ballast. Later,
the water ballast, now contaminated by

oil, is pumped out, and another addition
is made to the pollution of the high
seas.

To deal with the whole problem two
approaches are being tried. One is to
limit the areas of the sea in which oily
waste may be pumped overboard, The
other is the use of machinery on board
ship, known as separators, which re-
move the oil from the waste water or
the provision at ports of plant to receive '
the tank washings. These are both fairly
expensive proceedings. A separator also
may cost between £500 and £1,000
($1,400 and $2,800). At one large port
for oil tankers, the plant to receive
tank washings has cost some £300,000
($784,000).. At the same time, the
period spent in getting rid of the wash-
ings must be cut to an absolute mini-
mum. Every day’s delay to a big tanker
can easily cost as much as $1,000,

A third source of oil on the sea,
happily much rarer, is through acci-
dents, when a ship is lost and her oil
tanks perforated, or when the oil fuel
must be jettisoned to free the ship from
a position of danger. As one example of
the damage that may be caused under
such circumstances, there is the case
of a tanker which ran aground at the
mouth of the River Elbe, and lightened
herself by pumping overboard 6,000
tons of oil. An enormous floating island
of oil was thus released, which slowly
drifted about the North Sea. Oil islands
like this usually last for some 50 miles
before they break up and patches float
away, but the record is held by an oil
island which appeared in the Red Sea
and covered a distance of 500 miles be-
fore it began to dissipate.

As for the oil island from the Elbe,
some of it came ashore on the island
of Sylt, where the authorities spent vast
sums of money to get rid of it. A little
further to the north, six miles of beach
on the island of Fanoe, off Esbjerg,
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were covered with oil. The Danes tried
spraying it with sawdust and then at-
tacking it with flame throwers, but the

oil survived, and the sand that it had :

contaminated had to be bulldozed into
open trenches.

Another example of the difficulty of
getting rid of the oil was provided by
a tanker which was in collision in the
Solent, off Portsmouth, in England, a
couple of years ago. Two months later
the authorities of that town were still
trying to clean up the mess. An enor-
mous tonnage of oily shingle (beach
pebbles) had to be taken away and four
thousand tons of clean shingle brought
in to take its place.

Among recent experiments made to
get. rid of oil which has accumulated
in this way has been a Danish attempt
to impregnate the oil with a powder
which would cause it to sink. Some
fully effective remedy of this sort may
eventually be devised, but it will al-
ways be expensive; the logical way of
dealing with most of the oil in the sea
is to prevent its deliberate discharge
and to encourage the wider use of facili-
ties ashore. This, in fact was what the
IMCO Conference did.

The world’s conscience had already
been aroused by the oil pollution prob-
lem before 1962. An international Con-
vention on Pollution of the Sea by Oil
was drawn up at a conference held in
London during 1954 and was later rati-
fled by 17 nations, including many of
the largest shipowning countries. Scien-
tific investigation was undertaken and,
in some cases, was followed by legis-~
lative action.
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To start with, it was necessary to plot
the ocean currents which carry the oil.
For that purpose, aircraft dropped
thousands of plastic envelopes into the
sea. Inside each envelope was a mes-
sage inviting the finder to say where the
envelope had been found. And a piece
of cork which made certain that the
envelope floated, Two vessels of the in-
ternational force of weather ships
dropped an envelope overboard every
day of the year 1954 at noon. The re-
sults of all this research were plotted
by the British National Institute of
Oceanography.

Some governments also took legisla-
tive action. For example, the United
Kingdom introduced the Oil in Naviga-
ble Waters Act which forbade British
ships to discharge oil within 50 miles
of the coast. But national measures
could not be successful by themselves;
it was clearly necessary to persuade all
nations owning large merchant fleets to
adopt the same kind of measures. This
was the background to the IMCO Con-
ference of 1962 where a number of
resolutions were unanimously adopted
which aim at increasing the -effective-
ness of the earlier measures and at
strengthening t‘hem through a new Con-
vention. Many delegates emphasized the
importance of mineral oils to man, but
deplored his casual approach to the
fouling of seas or shores and the de-
struction of birds and marine life.

The new Convention has considerably
increased the areas of the sea in which
it is forbidden to discharge oil. For-
merly fixed as any area less than 50

p—— g

miles from the coast, this zone has now
been increased in many parts of the
world.

Discharge is now completely forbid-
den in the North Sea and the Baltic;
the 50-mile limit has been superseded
by a limit of 100 miles off the north-
eastern coast of North America, the
Mediterranean, the Red Sea and the
Persian Gulf as well as the west coast
of Canada, the Atlantic coast of Spain,
the coast of Portugal, the Arabian Sea,
the Bay of Bengal and Australian
waters.

Three years after the ratification of
the agreement by the Soviet Union and
Rumania, the Black Sea and the Sea of
Azov will become a zone in which dis-
charge of oil is completely forbidden.
These arrangements are probably rather
more than a halfway house to an even-
tual ban on the discharge of oil any-
where at sea.

Clearly the seas of the world will not
become suddenly cleaner as a result of
last April’s conference or the new con-
vention. But useful progress has been
made. Much will depend on the oil
companies which control a large share
of the world’s tanker tonnage. And, as
William Graham, Acting Secretary-
General of IMCO, said “no truly suc-
cessful result can be achieved without
the active co-operation of those directly
responsible for operations on board ship
and ashore which may cause oil pol-
lution”.

(Reprinted from the UNESCO Cour-
ier, September 1962.)
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The battleship, once the most formidable ship in
the navies of the world, is virtually extinct, The four
last representatives of the breed, the Iowa, Missouri,
New Jersey and Wisconsin, have been laid up for five
years and more and the expectation is that they will
be stricken from the U.S. Navy’s list of vessels in the
near future,

According to Ted Bush, writing in Navy Times,
a recommendation has been made that the four bat-
tleships be restored to service as “commando ships”
to provide heavy fire support for amphibious landings.
Each of the four battleships is armed with nine
16-inch guns with a range of 23 miles, although in
their proposed role they would have the after triple
turret removed and a helicopter deck installed in its
place.

Supporting the proposal, according to Navy Times,
are the U.S. Marines who feel that jet planes and mis-

siles do not offer the dependable, sustained support
for all types of targets available from naval gunfire
under mnearly all conditions. Admiral George W,
Anderson, the USN’s Chief of Naval Operations, has
said the proposal is under study but has given no
further details, The cost of restoring the battleships
to service in their new guise appears to be an im-
portant consideration,

What it was like in the days when the big guns
of warships of lesser firepower than battleships
supported landing operations is described in the ac-
companying story by a retirved US, Army Officer,
in which Captain Paul L. Massa, tells of his experi~
ences during the Normandy invasion,

Captain Massa, who lives in Mount Vernon, Ohio,
here gives a vivid description of the use of naval fire
power in a land battle.

FIRE FOR EFFECT

DOUBT if there are very many men

who have directed as much naval
gunfire against enemy ground targets as
I did during the Second World War.
This may sound like an unusual state-
ment, considering the fact that I was a
soldier, not a sailor.

The 4th U.S. Infantry Division was
one of the beachhead assault divisions
in the Allied invasion of Normandy. I
was a naval-gunfire spotter, assigned
to the 1st Battalion of the 12th Infantry
Regiment of the 4th Division. The
morning of June 6, 1944, found me and
my shore fire control party scrambling
across Utah Beach and heading for the
1st Battalion’s assembly area, on the
road east of St. Martin de Varreville.

Upon moving out of the assembly
area, the 1st Battalion met resistance
almost immediately. I tried without
success to contact the ship designated
to support the 1st Battalion. It was a
British monitor with one turret of two
15-inch guns. I later learned that it
had sustained a muzzle burst during a
- fire mission before H-hour and was out
" of action.

I could see the steeple of a church
in Emondeville and I wanted to direct
naval gunfire on it. We were constantly
being pinned down by small arms fire
and then shelled with amazing accu-
racy, and I was sure that the Germans
were using this steeple as an observa-
tion post to watch our movements.

By
Captain Paul L. Massa
U.S. Army (Ret)

I radioed Fire Direction Centre and
asked for another ship to fire for me.
Almost immediately I was told to call
the USS Tuscaloosa. In a few minutes,
after an over and a short, I had the
nine eight-inch guns of the Twuscaloosa
firing for effect on Emondeville.

The following morning, I again di-
rected naval gunfire on Emondeville,
this time using HMS Black Prince, a
light cruiser. Later the same day, I
fired the Black Prince on a wood occu-
pied by German infantry. Most of the
shells became air bursts as they struck
tree trunks and the heavier branches,
and the fragments reached down into
the foxholes looking for Germans, as
the woods developed into a huge cloud
of blue smoke. I learned later that the
Quartermaster Corps removed the
bodies of dead German soldiers from
that woods by the truckload.

My initial fire missions terrified our
own infantry, who had only been ac-
customed to the relatively small 105mm
shells of their own supporting artillery.
Naval vessels use high velocity guns
with a flat trajectory, and just the
sound of the shells screaming through
the air a bare 100 feet overhead is
awe-inspiring. Then too, when I fired

for effect, using all 10 of the Black
Prince’s 5.25-inch guns, some shells
would burst within 100 yards of our
own men, When I told some of the in-
fantrymen near me that a British man-
of-war was shelling the woods in front
of us, I heard a GI say, “Britannia rules
the waves, and also this part of Nor-
mandy”.

On one occasion during the early
days of the invasion 'a rifle company
of the 90th Division was reinforcing
the 1st Battalion, and had gone into
position where I had my observation
post. These men did not know that
naval gunfire was being used, so I told
a sergeant to pass the word that I was
going to fire the USS Tuscaloosa on the
enemy in front of us and to keep down
as the shells would be bursting close to
our position. They had not paid any
attention to me before I said this.

“Hey, Lieutenant!” the sergeant
screamed to his platoon leader, “This
guy is psycho. He thinks he’s a battle-
ship.”

Psychoneurosis, sometimes called
“battle fatigue”, was not unusual in the
infantry, and the standard procedure
was to take the stricken man’s weapon
and to place him under guard.

I began my fire mission and in a few
minutes the eight-inch shells of the
Tuscaloose were annihilating the at-
tacking Germans. There was silence as
the sounds of the last salvo echoed
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New President
For Main Brace Club

F. K. Anderson was elected president
of the Bathurst, N.B.,, Main Brace As-
sociation at its annual meeting in Janu-
ary. He succeeds Edgar Gauthier.

Other officers elected were T. J.
Doucet, first vice-president; Karl Black-
ett, second vice-president; Fred Leslie,
secretary-treasurer; Jim Robbins, mem-
bership; Ray Doucet, canteen; Wilfrid
Blanchard, house; and Lawrence Fri-
gault, entertainment.

CNA Directors
Meet in Toronio
Despite some of the worst winter

weather in years, there was an excel-
lent turnout of delegates and visitors

Veterans Form
‘Me Too’ Club

The Royal Canadian Naval Volun-
teer Reserve was established on Janu-
ary 31, 1923, and the approaching 40th
anniversary was in the thoughts of a
member of the Pre-War RCNVR Club
at Toronto in the early days of this
year.

At a meeting of the club in the
Chief and POs’ mess at HMCS York
in January, the member in question
remarked to another that he had an
anniversary of his own to celebrate—
he had joined .the VRs exactly 30
years ago to the day.

His friend did some quick calcula-
tions and came up with the informa-
tion that he, too, had joined exactly
30 years ago.

This called for a toast, which was
postponed briefly while they described
the coincidence to a third member who
had joined them.

‘“Me, too,” said the third man—and
proved it.

What kind of celebration might have
developed will never be known, for at
that moment a voice intoned:

“Time, gentlemen, please.”

The three pioneer VRs are known
to their friends as “Hank” Hanson,
“Pony” Moore and “Jack” Ewing.—
S.R.P.
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at the January meeting of the board
of Directors of the Canadian Naval
Association at its headquarters, 14 Hay-
den Street, Toronto.

Representatives were present from
the new Ottawa Naval Association fo
make formal application for their club’s
admission to the CNA, an application
which was cordially accepted.

Further discussion took place on the
proposed design for a CNA banner, a
subject that has involved a great deal
of correspondence and consultation. The
executive hopes that details will be
cleared up in time for a decision to be
made at the next meeting.

Regulations applying to naval veter-
ans taking part in the Warrior’s Day
Parade at the Canadian National Exhi-
bition were discussed, with the prospect
that the CNA will present a trophy for
the best naval veterans’ contingent.

Reporting on the forthcoming naval
veterans’ reunion in their city in May,
the Sarnia delegation said a special in-
vitation was being given to all those
who had served in the Bangor mine-
sweeper HMCS Sarnia. Former members
of the ship’s company are urged to send
their names to the reunion committee’s
address, Box 456, Sarnia.

The election of officers of the CNA
will take place at the first meeting fol-
lowing the union and member clubs are
reminded that the term of office is two
years.

Plans have been completed for the
celebration of the 40th anniversary of
the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer
Reserve at HMCS York, Toronto naval
division, on April 16.—S.R.P.

Ottawa Veterans
Affiliate with CNA

Formed last May, the Ottawa Naval
Association on January 20 became a
member club of the Canadian Naval
Association.

By the year-end the new association
had a membership of 64 and was

engaged in a busy program of activities.
A successful dinner dance was held
late in November, curling is under way
and plans are afoot for a stag and a
spring dance. The club also proposes to
charter transportation to the Naval
Veterans’ Reunion at Sarnia in May.

Regular meetings are held on the first
Tuesday of each month at the Mont-
gomery branch of the Royal Canadian
Legion in Ottawa.

At the first general meeting in Sep-
tember, the following officers were
elected:

C. J. Hill, president; G. K. Weed-
mark, vice-president; A. H. Gowling,
treasurer; G. S. Rice, secretary, and
executive members E. B. Baker, K.
A, Pettigrew, D. H. Gillis, J. B. Burns,
H. Nixon and E. H. Grant.

Sargasso Sea
Delays Ship

When the Finnish freighter Vasa
Leader docked recently at Halifax, her
master told reporters that he arrived
a day late because he had sailed
around the fabled Sargasso Sea. He
said that the sea of seaweed, lying
east of the Caribbean, was so thick
that he feared there would be congid-
erable delay if he tried to sail through
it.

According to Dick Nivala, steward in
the ship, “In the early morning mist,
for miles and miles, the sea looked
like a desert, with the weed so thick
no ship could have ploughed through
it. The area was larger than British
Columbia . . .

“With our powerful field glasses, we
noted a weird assemblage of creatures
that live in the weed mass as involun-
tary passengers. Small fish, crabs,
shrimp, and innumberable larvae of
assorted creatures were sighted.”

The Sargasso Sea was discovered by
Christopher Columbus on his first
voyage, and he reported that his little
fleet was involved in it for several
days.

Ancient legend has it that the sea
is supposed to contain the hulks of
many ships caught up by the seaweed
and unable to break free.—Sealift
magazine (USN)






















CPO ROBERT VICTOR BACON, C2WS4,
of Calgary; joined July 31, 1939; served in
Naden, HMS Malaye, Stadacona, Assiniboine,
Annapolis, St, Croix, Midland, Chilliwack,
Cornwallis, Matapedia, Restigouche, Spring-
hill, North Bay, Runnymede, Uganda, Mic-
mac, Haida, Shearwater, Magnificent, Shear-
water, Ontario, Quebec, Niagara, Stedacona,
Huron, Haida, Iroquois, Outremont; retired
February 18, 1963,

PO JOHN DOUGLAS BOYLE, CD, P1ER4,
of Ottawa; served April 17, 1939, to May 29,
1946, re~enfered February 7, 1948; served in
Naden, Restigouche, Stadacona, Niagara, St.
Francis, Niobe, Kootenay, Avalon, Protector,
Capilano, Peregrine, Antigonish, Givenchy,
Ontario, Malahat, Athabaskan, Rockcliffe,
Sault Ste. Marie, Beacon Hill, New Water-
ford, Cornwallis, New Glasgow, Miemac,
Jonquiere, Cape Breton; retired February 16,
1963.

CPO GEORGE EDWARD DOUTAEZ, CD,
C2FC4, of Abbottsford, B.C.; served July 15,
1940, to July 14, 1947, re-entered February 11,
1949; served in Naden, Wolf, Edmunston,
Stadacona, Micmae, Givenchy, Ontario, Dis-
covery, New Waterford; retired February ‘10,
1963,

CPO JOHN BANCROFT KNOWLES, CD,
C1AT4, of Vancouver; joined RCNVR May
26, 1942, transferred to RCN March 20, 1940;
served in Discovery, Tecumseh, Nonsuch,
Naden, Givenchy, York, Stadacona, Pere-
grine, Niobe, RNAS Worthy Down, HMS
Gadwall, HMS Condor, HMS Pintail, Warrior,
RCNAS Dartmouth, RNAS Eglinton, Mag-
nificent, (19 CAG), Shearwater, Cornwallis,
Shearwater (VX10), York, Bytown; retired
February 27, 1963.

RETIREMENTS

PO DONOVAN ARTHUR GEORGE SIMP-
SON, CD, P1FC3, of Hardesty, Alberta; joined
RCNVR November 12, 1840, transferred to
RCN Tebruary 4, 1941; served in Naden,
Royal Roads, Skidegate, Grizzly, Gilvenchy,
Chedabucto, Stadacona, Assiniboine, Niobe,
RNB Chatham, Haida, Peregrine, Scotian,
Petrolia, Givenchy, Ontario, Athabaskan,
Cayuga, Cornpwallis, Crusader, Chippawa,
Skeena; retired February 3, 1963,

OFFICERS
RETIRE

LT-CDR, JOHN ALDERTON, of Aylmer,
P.Q., served in the RN from 1934 until 1953,
joined the RCN(R) April 30, 1953, trans-
ferred to RCN May 6, 1953; seved in Scotian,
Niobe, Stadacona, Naden, Niagara, Niobe II,
Bonaventure, Naval Headquarters; last ap-
pointment on staff of Director of Naval Ship
Requirements, Naval Headquarters; com-~
menced retirement leave February 6, 1963,
retires May 6, 1963,

LT. WILLIAM TOLMIE CLOGGIE, CD, of
Lachine, P.Q., joined RCNVR November 16,
1962, as an ordinary seaman, served until
December 13, 1928, re-entered the RCNVR
January 7, 1930, transferred RCN January 3,
1933; promoted to acting warrant engineer
August 1, 1944; served in Naden, Vancouver,
HMS Danae, HMS Victory, Skeena, St.
Laurent, Nootka, Ottawa, Restigouche, Niobe,
Stadacona, Bellechasse, Quatsino, Givenchy,
Vencedor, Chignecto, Strathadam, Frederic-
ton, Scotian, Charlottetown, Warrier, Beacon

Hill, Bytown, Star, Patriot, Sault Ste, Marie,
Hochelaga; last appoiniment on the staff of
the Principal Naval Overseer, Montreal Area,
as Assistant Engineer Overseer; commenced
retirement leave Mareh 9, 1963; retires

-November 3, 1963,

LT, (NS) LILLIAN VIOLET DESCHAMPS,
of Middle Porter Lake, N,S,, joined RCN as
an acting sub~Lieulenant December 1, 1950;
served in York, Stadacona, Cornwallls; last
appointment Canadian Forces Hospital, Hali~
fax; commenced retirement leave on March
10, 1963, retires June 30, 1963,

LT.-CDR. JOHN LEROY FRASER, of
Ottawa, joined the RCNVR as a sub-lieuten-
an{ (SB) on February 26, 1941, demobilized
December 4, 1946, joined the RCN(R), Octo-
ber 14, 1952, transferred to RCN October 15,
1952; served in Stadacona, HMS Victory, HMS
Wasp, HMS Britannia, HMS Dartmouth II,
HMS Collingwood, Fort [Irancis, Niobe,
Secotian, Shearwater, Naval Headquarters;
last appointment for duty with the Director
of Scientific Services, Naval Headquarters;
commenced retirement leave March 12, 1963,
retires June 9, 1963,

CDR., ERNEST THOMAS JEFFERYS, CD,
of Sydney, N.S, joined RN as an ordnance
artifiicer apprentice December 31, 1928, pro-
moted warrant ordnance officer August 28,
1942, transferred to RCN October 1, 1948;
served in HM Ships Fisgard, Excellent, Re-
nown, Pembroke, Cairo, York, Kent, Cumber-
land, Sussex, Superb, Tyne, President, and
HMC Ships Stadacona, Niobe, Naval Head-
quarters, Point Edward Naval Base, Sydney,
N.S.; last appointiment Senior Naval Officer,
Sydney, and Base Superintendent, Sydney,
N.S.; commenced retirement leave March 12,
1963; retires October 5, 1963.

LETTERS

Dear Sir:

My attention has been drawn to your
comments in the November 1962 issue
of The Crowsnest on my article on
Allied Sea-power in the Cold War in
the U.S. Naval Review 1962/63.
~ 1 very much regret if my omission of
a detailed examination of the Royal
Canadian Navy’s contribution to the
forces available to SACLANT should
have given the impression that I was
not fully aware of the very important
part which the Canadian Armed Forces
play in the defence of the West. The
article in question was intended to be
critical of weaknesses in Allied Sea-
power, and since the Royal Canadian
Navy is more than pulling its weight
in this respect, as I hope I have made
clear in my remarks in the Maritime
Affairs section of the Army (Defence)
Qudrterly for January 1963, it escaped
th: close scrutiny focused on some of
the other allied navies.

Nevertheless, 1 offer my apologies to
the Royal Canadian Navy for what was

an unintentional slight on their splendid
service.
Yours sincerely,
B. B. SCHOFIELD
Vice-Admiral (Ret)
(Royal Navy)

Newholme

Lower Shiplake,
Henley on Thames
Oxon, England.

Dear Sir:

In further reference to Naval Lore
Corner No. 110 in the Christmas 1962
issue of The Crowsnest:

The tankers Bachequero, Misoa and
Tasajero were shallow draft lake
tankers operating in the Lake Mara-
caibo (Venezuela)—Aruba shuttle
service. They were owned by “Esso”
(Standard Oil of New Jersey) but were
under British registry and managed and
operated by Lago Shipping Co., Ltd.,
of London, England, a wholly owned
subsidiary of the Jersey Company. They
were manned by British merchant navy
deck and engineer officers, Chinese

cooks and steward and B. W. I. and
Dutch West Indian ratings.

In 1941, as stated by Lt J. M.
Thornton, they were requisitioned by
the British Admiralty and after pro-
ceeding to Curacao for degaussing and
arming proceeded to the U.K. for con-

.version to LSTs, took part in the North

African invasion and were returned to
Standard Oil Co. in New York after
completion of hostilities, where they
were reconverted to tankers at great
expense,

‘While serving as LSTs they retained
their original names, which refer to oil
production fields in the Maracaibo
basin.

I believe they are now engaged in
Venezuela coastal hauls under the
Venezuelan flag and named by Vene-~
zuelans.

I would like to take this opportunity
of saying how much I enjoy The Crows-
nest, specially the Naval Lore Corner.

Yours sincerely,

LUNN EASTEN
302 N. Madison Ave.,
Clearwater, Florida.
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Naval Lore

THE BRAINCHILDREN, OF LORD FISHER , 3 EXTRAORDINARY
Or I l er SHIPS WERE BUILT IN SECRECY IN 1914 To OPERATE IN THE
SHALLOW BALTIC [N SUPPORT OF ALLIED ARMIES. THEY WERE
CALLED "LARGE LIGHT CRUISERS"..SURELY AN UNDERSTATEMENT
FOR YESSELS DISPLACING NEARLY 23,000 TONS/ THEY MOUNTED
A FEW ENORMOUS GUNS,WERE VERY FAST AND LIGHTLY
ARMOURED, THE CAMPAIGN FOR WHICH THEY
A WERE DESIGNED NEVER MATERIALIZED AND
1 THEY BECAME THE '"WHITE ELEPHANTS' OF THE
FLEET, Too LIGHTLY PROTECTED To TOIN
THE BATTLECRUISER. SQUADRON, THE
ADMIRALTY COULD FIND LITTLE
EMPLOYMENT FOR THEM..,

\\\\\\\

H.MS.GLORIOUS AND H.MS.COURAGEOUS AS ORIGINALLY
COMPLETED, CARRIED FOUR, 15-INCH GUNS AND
|8 4--INCH GUNS IN TRIPLE MOUNTS AT 32
KNOTS . COURAGEOUS WAS EMPLOYED

FOR A TIME AS A MINELAYER/

BOTH GLORIOQUS AND COURAGEOUS WERE
CONVERTED INTQ AIRCRAFT CARRIERS
IN 1924- (ABOVE). THE FORMER WAS
SUNK BY THE GNEISENAU AND
SCHARNHORST OFF NARVIK IN 1940, AND
THE LATTER BY A U-BOAT IN {939,

B i H.MS, FURIOUS, THE 3RD. MEMBER
= P - OF THE TRIO,WAS DESIGNED ToO CARRY
T TWO 18- INCH GUNS (THE LARGEST AFLOAT),BUT WAS
=  COMPLETED WITH A'FLYING-OFF DECK’ FORWARD IN PLACE OF
ONE OF THE GUNS.SHE WAS THE FIRST WARSHIP To BE CONVERTED
INTO ACARRIER . INI9I8 THE AFTER GUN WAS REPLACED BYA HANGAR
AND'FLY-ON’ DECK (A). HER AIRCRAFT SUCCESSFULLY ATTACKED THE
GERMAN TONDERN AIR SHIP STATION, BUT HER LANDING~ON CASUALTIES WERE
SO HGH THAT IN192(-25 SHE WAS COMPLETELY ALTERED WITH A 12
FULL FLIGHT DECK (B). SWE WAS SCRAPPED IN 1949,
TM.THORNTON
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