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The Cover—HMCS Assiniboine shows a turn of speed during
trials. The St. Laurent was the second ship to be given similar
helicopter-carrying capacity and two others, the Ottawa and
Saguenay will join the select circle during 1964. (E-73649)

LADY OF THE MONTH

HMCS St. Laurent, the first of her class,
introduced a ncw sleekness of appearance
to the navies of the world, when she was
commissioned in 1955. Now she has lost
some of that streamlining and gained new,
powerful capabilities as an anti-submarine
vessel with the addition of helicopter hangar
and deck and variable depth sonar,

Afler preliminary trials in B.C. coastal
waters, the Sr. Laurent launched her new
career in early January by starting on a
voyage around the world the long way
to her new home port of Halifax, where
she will arrive in mid-summer.

The photograph on the opposite page was
taken during ftrials in British Columbia
waters shortly after the St. Laurent re-

commissioned. (S-74859)
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Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Directorate of Naval
Photography, 'quoting the negative number
of the photograph, giving the size and finish
required, and enclosing a money order for
the full amount, payable to the Receiver
General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ ,10

6% x B3 glossy finish only ............. 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish ... PN . 11
11 x 14 matte finish only .........,.... 1,00
16 x 20 * e i 3.00
20 x 24 “ " i eieeraa 4,00
30 x 40 ¢ “ BN 8,00
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favorably with those of general duty
officers. This will be ensured by reserv-
ing an appropriate number of promotion
vacancies for restricted duty officers.
Officers will retain the seniority they
held on transfer.

Stadacona Band

Busy at Christmas

Playing meant work for the 45 mem-
bers of the band of HMCS Stadacona
during the busy Christmas season when
the bandsmen gave of their own time
and money for an extra Christmas
engagement. They also contributed their
talents to entertain underprivileged
children from the Dartmouth area.

In co-operation with the Salvation
Army, 39 youngsters were entertained
by the bandsmen at a Christmas party
in St. Andrew’s Church hall, Dartmouth.
For this the bandsmen donated a day
off and among them collected more than
$100 to provide gifts. Party treats were
donated by merchants.

And while the children’s party was a
favorite with the band, it was the band’s
annual carol tour that was a favourite
with the fleet.

For this event, half of the bandsmen
sang carols while the remainder pro-
vided the accompaniment. The band
strolled along the jetties to bring carols
to the men on board the ships in
harbour, toured Stadacona including
main buildings, accommodation blocks
and the Canadian Forces Hospital, and
visited the main buildings in HMC
Dockyard.

Earlier the band had brought Christ-
mas carols to children in the Nova Sco-
tia Home for Coloured Children; St.
Joseph’s Roman Catholic Orphanage,
and the Children’s Hospital.

Their Christmas schedule also in-
cluded the playing of carols in the Naval
Armament Depot and before the
children in Shannon Park School and
visits to Camp Hill Veterans’ Hospital
and the Halifax County Orphanage.

Grilse Undergoes
First Long Refit

HMCS Grilse began her first major
refit in October at Esquimalt, terminat-_
ing 16 months of activity. The sub-
marine will return to operation in April.

Her operational . statistics are im-
pressive. She made 579 dives while
steaming 51,740 miles in 374 days at
sea. The Grilse spent 34 per cent of
her time at sea fully submerged and
another 31 per cent “snorkelling”.

Up to the time of the refit, a total of
15 officers and 106 men had served in
the Grilse, two officers and 82 men
formally qualifying as submariners in
this time.
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Six Ships Sail
For Mediterranean

The aircraft carrier Bonaventure
(Captain R. W. Timbrell) and five de-
stroyer escorts of the Fifth Canadian
Escort Squadron sailed from Halifax
Jan. 13 on a training cruise that was to
include visits to ports in Italy and the
south of France.

The ships under the immediate com-
mand of Commodore R. P. Welland,
Senior Canadian Officer Afloat (Atlan-
tic), were to exercise en route to the
Mediterranean where from Feb. 7 to 17
the Bonaventure and one destroyer
escort will visit Toulon, France, and
four destroyer escorts will visit Leghorn,
Italy.

Taking part in addition to Bomna-
venture are HMC Ships Chaudiere (Cdr.
R. H. Falls), Kootenay, (Cdr. D. P.
Ryan), Restigouche, (Cdr. B. C. Thil-
laye), Columbia, (Cdr. A. E. Fox) and
Terra Nova, (Cdr. J. B. Young). Captain
D. L. MacKnight, Commander Fifth
Canadian Escort Squadron is embarked
in the Restigouche.

Restigouche Wins
Lighting Award

For the third year in a row, HMCS
Restigouche has sailed off with top hon-
ours for ships in the Halifax Junior
Chamber of Commerce Christmas light-
ing contest.

The 1963 plague was presented to
Cdr, B. C. Thillaye, commanding officer
of the Restigouche, by Norman Walters,
president of the Halifax Jaycees,

The judging committee toured ships
secured alongside at Shearwater, Dart-
mouth and in HMC Dockyard. HMC
Ships Lanark and La Hulloise were
named as runners-up and received
smaller plaques.

Sunken Freighter
Former ’Sweeper

On Sunday, Dec. 8, the little St. Law-~
rence River freighter Fort Albany was
in collision near Sorel, Quebec, with a
Norwegian ship. A gaping hole torn in
her side, the Fort Albany sank to the
river bottom on even keel, her mast still
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showing above water. Four of her crew
went down with her.

The Fort Albany, although her ap-
pearance was radically changed from
her Second World War days, was the
former steam Bangor minesweeper
HMCS Drummondville, which served in
Canadian coastal waters from late 1941
to the end of the Second World War.

She was the lone escort of the first
convoy to come under attack in the
lower St. Lawrence in July 1942,

Items Dropped
From Kit Issue

Two items of kit which have been
issued to men of the RCN in Class 2
uniform since the Navy was formed in
1910 are to be discontinued.

The Naval Board has approved that
the issue of jerseys and flannel vests be
discontinued.

The year-round wearing of cotton
vests will be the order of the day.

Originally, RCN seamen were issued
with one jersey and three flannels. In
recent years, the scale of issue has been
two jerseys, two cotton vests, and two
flannel vests.

The new scale of issue will be four
cotton vests to men of the RCN, three
cotton vests to men of the RCNR, and
three cotton vests to sea cadets.

Greenwood Wins
Fire Award

The National Fire Protection Associa-
tion has announced the winners of the
1963 fire prevention contest, with the
Department of National Defence Grand
Award going to RCAF Station Green-
wood, N.S.

In the RCN competition, winners in
the large establishments section were:
HMC Dockyard, Halifax, first; HMC
Dockyard, Esquimalt, second, and HMCS
Shearwater, third.

In the medium naval establishments
competition, the first three places were
taken by HMCS ‘Naden, Belmont Park
married quarters, near Royal Roads,
and HMCS Cornwallis.

In the competition among small naval
establishments, the winners were, in
order, RCN Ammunition Depot, Renous,
N.B.; RCNN Magazine, Rocky Point, B.C.,
and the Naval Air Facility, Patricia Bay,
B.C.

The contest is administered by the
National Fire Protection Association, an
international organization founded in
Boston in 1896. Fire prevention is a
year-long campaign and, in service es-
tablishments, it involves Fire Prevention
Week, lectures and demonstrations to
interested groups such as Boy Scouts,
service clubs, teen clubs, and constant
vigilance and inspection.




































Soo Veterans
Have New Home

The Naval Veterans’ Association at
Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., has acquired a
new clubhouse,

The association has signed a long-
term lease for the premises on Korah
Road formerly known as the Latin
Quarter. Decoration of the hall in naval
and nautical motif is proceeding. The
facilities can accommodate 60 couples,
and has a bar and kitchen.

A membership drive has been
launched and association spokesmen say
that acquisition of new quarters is ex-
pected to spur the drive.

The Soo Naval Veterans’ Association
is active in community affairs. It
recently built and donated a boat house
to the local Sea Cadet corps.

Commodore Taylor
Addresses CNA

The reasons for the reduction in re-
serve and operational strength of the
Navy were outlined by Commeodore P.
D. Taylor, Commanding Officer Naval
Divisions, at the January meeting of
directors of the Canadian Naval Asso-
ciation in Hamilton.

The RCN had had to adjust itself to a
reduced budget and had fully co-oper-
ated in the reorganization of its ex-
penditures, Commodore Taylor said.
Perhaps the hardest decision of all to
make was which of the naval divisions
should be closed down.

The Royal Canadian Navy would
continue to be a competent fighting
force and would maintain its commit-
ments in support of Canada’s role in
world affairs, the CNA was assured.

Other guests at the meeting included
Cdr. W. T. Houghton, RCNR (Ret); Lt.-
Cdr. J. G. Walker, RCNR (Ret), vice-
president of the Naval Officers’ Asso-
ciations of Canada for Ontario; and
Cdr. Frank L. Ross, RCNR (Ret), who
has been active in Navy League work
in Ontario for many years. The attend-
ance of Lt.-Cdr. Walker at the meeting

Page sixteen

was as an observer for the NOAC. Since
the objectives of the NOAC and the
CNA are similar, a closer liaison is
being sought for the advantage of all
ex-naval personnel and to provide an
authoritative voice in the interests of
the Navy.

Cdr. Ross suggested that, during Navy
Week, meetings be held by all interested
naval and ex-naval personnel wher-
ever such meetings are possible. He
said the main feature of such meetings
would be an informed and capable
speaker who could review the Navy’s
activities over the previous year and
analyze trends for the future.

The board of directors decided at
their meeting to arrange for the annual
general meeting of the CNA to take
place in the fall, in order to help dis-
tribute the main activities of the asso-
ciation more evenly throughout the
year. This is now awaiting a recom-
mendation from the executive body as
to a suitable date.

The CNA’s annual sports tournament
will be held on April 11 in Toronto.

No More Free
Cigarettes

The U.S. Defence Department plans
to prohibit distribution of free cigar-
ettes in military hospitals and to estab-
lish an Armed Forces educational pro-
gram to point out the hazards of
smoking.

The Deparmetnt of Defence is not
considering prohibition of individual
purchase, possession or use of tobacco
products.

The action is a result of an Armed
Forces study of Smoking and Health,
a report published by the U.S. Public
Health Service. The report linked
smoking to lung cancer and heart dis-
ease.

Surgeons general of the U.S. Armed
Forces and health and medical direct-
ors of the Defence Department are
continuing their study of the report
and further action for the health pro-
tection of military personnel in rela-
tion to smoking may be taken, the an-
nouncement said.—AFPS

Application forms will be in the mail
shortly and member associations are
urged to reply as soon as possible.

Interest in the Canadian Naval Asso-
ciation among organizations of ex-naval
personnel continues to rise. Requests for
information have been received from
Calgary, Regina, Edmonton, Halifax,
London and the Ex-Wrens’ Association
of Vancouver. London, Ont., sent rep-
resentatives to the board meeting to
request consideration of immediate
membership in the association. Follow-
ing a brief debate, the directors agreed
to immediate admittance and granted
voting powers to the London delegate
for the remainder of the meeting. Nego-
tiations are continuing with the other
clubs mentioned and it is expected the
CNA will be expanded considerably in
the next few months.

Plans have been -completed for the
official opening of the new clubhouse of
the Oshawa Naval Veterans’ Association.
A smoker and social will be held Friday,
May 1, starting at 8 p.m. The follow-
ing day, the official opening ceremony
will take place at 2 p.m., and this will
be followed by a reception in the after-
noon and a naval ball in the evening.

On Sunday, May 3, all members,
guests and visitors are invited to par-
ticipate in the Battle of the Atlantic
church service, starting at 10 am.
Sunday afternoon will be given over to
a social period in the new club house,
which has been built through the efforts
of a number of dedicated naval veterans
and their wives.

The Kitchener-Waterloo Naval Veter-
ans’ Associations, host club for the
reunion in May, is preparing a compre-
hensive brochure in conjunction with
the event. All clubs and other interested
parties requiring space in the brochure
should make their wishes known as
soon as possible,

The next meeting of the directors has
been set for Sunday April 5 in the club-
rooms of the Kitchener-Waterloo NVA,
315 Weber Street, Waterloo, Ont—
S.R.P.





















- SAILOR IN YEMEN

“What in the world is a Canadian
sailor doing in the middle of the desert?”

answering last summer and now
that it’s all over, I find the answer a
bit bewildering myself!

It started in early July. I am a mem-~
ber of HU-21 Squadron at HMCS Shear-
water and on July 8 I began instructing
eight RCAF ground crew on the care
and maintenance of the Sikorsky heli-
copter,

You may remember that about this
time world attention was being focused
on the Middle East, and it was decided
the United Nations should take an
active interest.

Two days after 1 began instructing,
my eight class members were ordered
to proceed to Aden, in South Arabia. I
recall that when the news was received
1 jokingly told the class: “I'm glad it's
you going, not mel”

However, I suddenly found myself
deeply involved when I was informed
that I would go along as a technical
adviser. Someone said something about
“laughing last.”

Imagine the panic as I began packing
my personal gear, special tools and pub-
lications, then getting all the necessary
shots. Everything worked out, and by
Friday evening we were in the briefing
room at RCAF Station Trenton.

We departed for Ottawa and thence
to Aden via Britain, France, Belgium,
Luxemburg, Italy, Greece, Egypt, Saudi
Arabia and Yemen, arriving six days
later.

Our job was to assemble a United
Nations Sikorsky H-19 helicopter which
had been brought to Aden by transport
aircraft from the Congo.

We arrived in Aden during the intense
heat of the afternoon. On arrival we
had an opportunity to inspect the heli-
copter we were to make air-worthy. I
estimated we could get into the air
within 10 days.

Next, we were taken the Crescent
Hotel, which would be our “home” for
the next while. We settled in for a good
rest after our long trip, figuring that
an early start in the morning would be
in order.

That morning we arose early, had
breakfast, then started assembling the
helicopter.

By 10 am we had learned one lesson
about work in this part of the world.

THIS IS the question I found myself

Last summer a Canadian sailor
found himself in an unexpected
part of the world doing an unex-
pected job. Where he ended up
was in Aden, one of the hottest,
driest spots on the globe, teaching
RCAF ground crew how to keep
Sikorsky helicopters flying, PO W.
G. Lowes, an aviation technician
from Shearwater, tells in this
article how these unlikely events
came about.

The sun was so hot by this time that
all of us were on the verge of collapse.
It was plain that the normal pace was
much too strenuous in this heat and
that we would have to adapt accord-
ingly.

As a result, we decided to begin work
at 7 am and work until noon. This
proved most practical, and we then
joined others who stayed indoors during
the hot afternoons. We later ventured
out in the cool of the evenings.

My visit in Aden was particularly en~
joyable because a fellow petty officer at
Shearwater had given me the address of
some of his relatives before I left. They
were wonderful and, as British govern-
ment representatives, did much to make
my stay both interesting and comfort-
able.

Safe Driving
Taught at Sea

Sailors of HMCS Saskatchewan held
their own safe-driving campaign while
at sea on their way home to Esquimalt
November 29, She ship had been away
for nearly seven months.

“It was felt”, explained Sub-Lt. R.
G. Mitchell, “that because of the long
time spent away from driving, and
because our return coincided with the
start of the Christmas season (and
Safe Driving Week) that the whole
ship’s company could use a refresher
in safe driving.”

One portion of the sea-going safe-
driving program was devoted to study.
Each officer and man in the ship was
supplied with a copy of a safe-driving
booklet—obtained earlier from local
offices of the Superintendent of Motor
Vehicles. Everyone was encouraged to
digest the contents thoroughly.

The ship also staged a safe-driving
slogan contest.

This was won by AB Vincent Barone,
with his: *“Safety Match: A Careful
Driver and a Cared-for Car.”

Also, through these people I met
others from the British Foreign Office,
the Air Ministry, Aden Airways and the
RAF Station at Khormaksar, and en-
joyed the hospitality of the wvarious
clubs. I appreciated this very much, be-
cause the only social life in Aden is
found in the private clubs.

Generally speaking, I found the food
situation in Aden quite good—with the
odd exception. One such was the time
I ran into difficulty with an Italian
major domo, a French menu and Arab
waiters,

The first Arabic I learned to speak
was how to ask for ice water. However,
I also found that hot water in Aden has
an interesting aspect.

The water is heated by the sun. This
is accomplished by pumping water up
into storage tanks on the roofs where
the torrid sun does the rest. Then, as
the kitchens, bathrooms, etc., usually
have only one tap, you find the water
is either very hot about noon when the
sun is high, or cool in the evenings or
early mornings. This method of heating
water is common to all the hotels and
apartment blocks.

Our work on the helicopter proceeded
as planned. In exactly 10 days we had
the helicopter flying, and for the first
week there were no problems,

However, the heat began to take its
toll of the electrical components, and
gradually breakdowns occurred. This
caused delays, as our supplies had to be
shipped from Canada and our means of
communication was via the accommo-
dating people at the American consulate.

Our difficulties were finally ironed
out. In due course the helicopter was
tested out satisfactorily in the high
temperatures.

This completed my job in Aden, and
on August 19 I left Aden in a UN Cari-
bou for Yemen, from where I travelled
by North Star to France and then by
Yukon to RCAF Station Trenton.

As a result of the trip I had a first
hand look at life in the Yemen area and
Sinai desert, and I don’t envy the job
of the Army, RCAF and other UN per-
sonnel on duty there.

However, I still enjoy thinking back
to the surprised look on the faces of the
people I worked with when they would
see RCN, RCAF and UN badges that I
wore on my uniform, and ask:

“What in the world is a Canadian
sailor doing in the middle of the desert?”
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POLITICS AND THE NAVAL OFFICER

RANK UHLIG, Jr., editor of Naval
Review-—1964, published by the
United States Naval Institute, states his
credo in the preface, a credo that is
admirably executed: “ . . .no military
thought, any more than policies and
operations, ought to be exempt from the
processes of scrutiny, analysis and dis-
cussion, That is the concept underlying
the publication of this book.”

Further down in the preface, he dis-
cusses the winds which blow about to-
day’s naval officer. He says, ‘“These
winds . . . sometimes strong, sometimes
weak, sometimes this way, sometimes
that, sometimes steady and reasonably
safe, sometimes fluky and dangerous,
are those of politics.”

He continues: “It is none of (the
naval officer’s) business to attempt
directing the winds and currents in
which his professional ship moves . . .”
and then goes on to use an example
American policy toward Indonesia.

“Since the officer may be called upon
to implement that policy—whatever it
may be—he ought to be in a position
to offer advice should it be asked; more
than that, he ought to be capable of
providing advice of such value that it
will be sought by those who do deter-
mine the policy. On a commoner level,
if he is to implement that policy effec-
tively, he will have to understand it, he
will have to understand the broad bases
upon which American policy rests, and
he will have to understand the prob-
lems, hopes and developments of Indo-
nesia. He may some day be in a posi-
tion which requires immediate action
without opportunity to consult his
superiors. He should be in a position to
act in the best interest of the United
States.”

Stanton Candlin, a British diplomat,
engineer, chemical engineer and ship-
builder, became associate professor of
science and mathematics at Jackson-
ville University last summer. His essay,
“The Return of Total Seapower”, at-
tempts to put seapower in perspective
today and in the future as “sea/space
power”. He uses the historical method,
giving a broad-brush outline of sea-
power in modern times. When he pro-
jects it into the future, it sounds as if
he were still writing history. It sets the
stage for the next century.

A retired U.S. Navy commander, now
a senior research engineer in systems
evaluation, discusses with unimpeach-
able authority the frightening prospect
of mere flesh and blood officers moving
ashore so that computers can be re-
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BOOKS for the
SAILOR

leased for active command in war. He
examines the vast problems of command
and pre-programmed computer-assisted
decision making., He ends his article
with a sombre thought. He says: “If
World War III should start, the question
of history will not be ‘Who won?’ but
rather ‘Why did the war start?’ We must
be prepared to give a better answer
than ‘Because the computer said it was
necessary’.”

A French submariner reviews “The
Soviet Submarine Force” in considerable
depth—no pun intended. Rear-Admiral
G. T. S. Gray, RN, senior naval member
of the directing staff, Imperial Defence
College, throws up his hands 'at the
prospect of a totally integrated Euro-
pean NATO navy operating mixed-
manned ships. He suggests, as a starter
toward workable integration, that SAC-
LANT move to Europe and “establish
a virile and efficient public relations
organization.” It sounds like a pat solu-
tion but, in the context of the article,
it appears to be a plausible start in
building a true NATO navy.

CANADIAN-FLOWN
PLANES DEPICTED

An upcoming book, Winged Sentries,
by John Gordon, illustrated by Claude
Rousseau, has descriptions, historical
notes and line drawings of about 200
types of aircraft flown by Canadian
pilots of the armed forces during more
than 50 years of war and peace. It in-
cludes the more important types of
naval aircraft that Canadians flew dur-
ing the Second World War, in peace-
time operations and during the Korean
conflict. .

The author, a former commercial and
military pilot, began his initial flying
training at Barker Field, Toronto, in
1937. He served during the war and
from 1951 to 1955 as a pilot with the
Royal Canadian Air Force. He now lives
at 5 Larkspur Drive, Ottawa 6.

Mid-April is the expected date of
publication, to coincide with the 40th
anniversary of the RCAF.

“Sealift for Limited War” brings new
light to the problems of moving men,
equipment and material to the world’s
trouble spots. It’s sealift hands down in
almost every case to the extent that
“Increased emphasis on jet airlift means
increased tanker requirements, even be-
yond that indicated by historical ex-
perience.”

Another article deals with the troubles
in Southeast Asia. Senator Saltonstall
writes about “The Navy as Seen from
Capitol Hill”.

Two serving USCG officers discuss
“Developments and Problems in Coast
Guard Cutter Design”. An interesting
inference can be drawn here that the
Coast Guard’s fighting role is rapidly
diminishing, The authors say the U.S.
Coast Guard is “Now mainly a maritime
safety organization . ..”. They have ap-
parently decided that you can’t train
ASW forces on a part-time basis.

In “The Future of the Enlisted Man”,
a serving captain points out, “Just how
long the hours are that a bluejacket puts
in are little appreciated even within
the Navy but will, in the future, become
of critical importance as the civilian
work week continues to shrink.”

A 1959 ‘analysis in the USS Altair, a
general stores issue ship (AXKS), showed
the overall ship’s company average was
close to 70 hours a week, with the
“deckhands” putting in 77 hours. And
Big Labour is jut opening the fight for
the 36-hour week!

“Reading and the Future of the Fight-
ing Man” actually advocates that naval
people should read something besides
purely professional material supple-
mented by Playboy! It gives one to
think again, :

The editor has made a neighbourly
gesture in listing RCN events in the
Appendix, “Naval Chronology 1 Janu-
ary 1962—30 June 1963.” It includes
ship commissionings and policy decisions
of interest in the period. More recent
events have been somewhat more start-
ling!

Among the appendices is an interest-
ing study, covering all statistical factors
except the colour of eyes, on “Profes-
sional Backgrounds of Flag Officers.”
“A New Fleet Emerges: Combat Ships”
looks at’ the ship-building and mod-
ernization programes in the USN since
the Second World War. This is as inter-
esting for its omissions as for its tre-
mendous additions.

Last but emphatically not least is
Secretary McNamara’s January 30, 1963,



statement to the House Armed Services
Committee on the Fiscal Years 1964-68
defence program and the 1964 defence
budget. This is sobering stuff, discuss-
ing defence in a perspective almost too
broad for the Canadian mind. In his
preface the editor gives Mr. McNamara
less than full marks, He says: “The in~
tellectual performance jis impressive,

though some of the reasoning exhibited
is subject to questioning.”

This is all solid stuff, an indispensable
tool of the trade.—J.L.W.

NAVAL REVIEW 1964, Published by the
United States Naval Institute, Annapolis,
Maryland; 393 pages; extensively illustrated;
$10; $8 to Institute members.

LETTERS

Dear Sir:

I cannot tell you how much I enjoyed
Mr. Walpole’s “Last Day of Sail”. I have
read and re-read them, and what mem-
ories they bring back! I commissioned
the Shearwater at Chatham on Oct. 24,
1901. We left England Nov. 14, and
arrived at Coquimbo, Chile, Jan, 1902
on a Saturday afternoon. I remember
the Icarus was waiting there for us. We
were her relief, and she left for home
the next day.

We learned from her that the Condor,
our sister ship, was 30 days overdue at
Honolulu and was presumed lost. The
storeship Liffey, former prison ship was
also at Coquimbo, that being the south-
ern base for the fleet. We arrived at
Esquimalt April 22, 1902, We heard
about (as Mr. Walpole mentions) the
Egeria sailing right into the harbour. At
the old canteen, the Whitewashers, as
the Egeria’s sailors were called, because
of the whitewashing of rocks, etc., for
survey, after a few beers would blow
quite a bit over that accomplishment.

When he mentioned the “Bill of Fare”
of those days, I have long wondered how
we stood up under it.

One item he failed to mention and
that was “Fanny Adams”, the vilest
concoction ever served to man. It was
canned Australian mutton and when is-
sued in the tropics (no refrigeration
then) we would jab a couple of holes
in the can and the fat would run out
almost like a stream of oil.

The reason for its name is this story:

A certain lady, notorious in Sydney,
was named Fanny Adams, and she had
a ring of which she was very proud
with her initials engraved, “F.A.”. One
day Fanny turned up missing. No one
knew where she had gone or why. In
fact, she just completely disappeared.

Some months later, while on salt tack,
a mess in one of the ships of the Aus-
tralian Fleet opened a can of mutton
and, lo and behold, one of the messmates
bit down on some hard substance. Upon
examination it turned out to be Fanny’s
ring.

The logical conclusion was that Fanny
had been canned—hence the name and
it stuck long after I left the service,
which was Jan. 1, 1907. I was then in
the Egeria.

Mr. Walpole should be congratulated
on his most interesting story. I am very
sorry indeed that I am unable to meet
him in person, and spin a few yarns
about the Last Days of Sail, and, to you,
Mr. Editor, for publishing the article,
many thanks.

Sincerely,
GEORGE C. ETHERIDGE

1280 Wee Burn Rd.,
Apt. 31 K,
Seal Beach, California.

MORE ABOUT THE
RCN’s PLOT
Dear Sir: '

Reference is made to your article “The
RCN’s Plot” in the August 1963 issue
of The Crowsnest. Though the portion
of the article which deals with the de-
scription of the table operation is quite
correct, the earlier part of the article
which deals with relations between the
company and the service strays rather
badly from the facts as they happened.
I was the project officer for this devel-
opment from the time of its conception
until the prototype was tested and I
should like to present a more accurate
picture of the early part of the story.

The RCN specification for this table
was far more than a mere performance
specification. While the specification was
couched in terms which indicated a
preferred method of solution, it was
carefully prepared to ensure that it did
not eliminate other promising ideas
from consideration. The specification
covered a preferred method of solution
as well as materials and construction
techniques required for building the
table.

The specification and the contract
demand for the plot tables aroused very

wide interest and bidding for the con-

tract award was very keen, Six con-
tractors submitted bids ranging in
monetary value from $1,100,000 to
$2,600,000 for the prototype plus pro-
duction tables. The lowest bid was sub-
mitted by Marsland Engineering. The
proposal accompanying the bid, how-
ever, was unacceptable to the RCN and
it was proven to the manufacturer’s and
the Department of Defence Production’s
satisfaction that the method of attack
proposed by the company would not
meet the performance required of the
table by a wide margin. DDP subse-
quently allowed the company an extra
period of several weeks to submit an
alternative technical proposal, which the
company did,

The alternative proposal was directly
in accord with the preferred RCN
method of solution and was re-sub-
mitted with no change in price. DDP
subsequently awarded the contract for
the plotting table to Marsland Engineer-
ing. The target plot attachment contract
was awarded to another manufacturer.
Marsland at that time had very little
know-how in the area of servo-mech-
anisms and was in fact trying to break
into this field.

The company produced the prototype
table fairly close to the originally
scheduled time and the prototype tests
of the table met the intent, if not the
letter, of the original specification to a
very large degree. It was therefore ac-
cepted and as the article implies, the
production order was released. In pas-
sing, it should be noted that liaison
between Marsland, the prime table con-
tractor, and the company which was
awarded the TPA contract broke down
and subsequently DDP cancelled the
TPA contract and re-awarded it to
Marsland. Two tables of the production
order were loaned to the USN at their
request and were in fact so well
received that they were never returned.

The table was well received in the
Navy by both the operators and main-
tainers since it proved to be relatively
accurate and reliable. It is interesting to
note that the table was the first device
in RCN service use which employed
transistors; the fact that these were
selected and applied in such a way as to
be virtually trouble free in service is a
tribute to the company and theéir design
effort,

While the table as a whole was reli-
able one key component did give some
cause for concern as to its reliability.
It was to eliminate this component that
the company embarked on its own
development program. The resulting
design was far from a major technical
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