





“CROWSNEST

Vol. 10 No. 8 THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY'S MAGAZINE JUNE, 1958

LADY OF THE MONTH

The modernized frigate Sussexvale slides
easily through sun-dappled seas off the west
coast of Vancouver Island during spring
exercises.

The Sussexvale was recommissioned at
Halifax in March 1955, She steamed
around to the Pacific Coast that same
spring and is now serving in the Pacific
Command’s Fourth Canadian Escort Squad-
ron, of which she is senior ship. She is
commanded by Lt.-Cdr. E. P. Shaw.

This aerial view of the frigate was re-
produced in a number of Canadian news-
papers on the occasion of Battle of the
Atlantic Sunday by way of contrasting
ships in the RCN of today with those that
fought against the U-boats in the North
Atlantic. (E-44931) s
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Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-
ing the negative number of the photograph,
giving the size and finish required, and en-
closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada.
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protect the coast from further insults
and depredations and asked supplies of
ammunition for the militia”. Small
American privateers were able to take
refuge in shallow water and thus avoid
the larger British ships.

The Nova Scotia government itself

decided to take action. At a cost of
£399 a 50-ton vessel, the Loyal Nova
Scotian was provided. Equipped with
eight guns, Captain T. Criben and his
25-man crew saved many a small fish-
ing vessel or coastal trading sloop from
the privateers. The failure of the Royal
Navy to provide adequate protection
forced Nova Scotians to take a share in
the defence costs. Ships were built
with the aid of the valuable experience
gained working in the expanding dock-
yard at Halifax or in repairing.British
ships which put in at any number of
excellent Nova Scotia harbours. The
birth of the nineteenth century ship-
building industry in Nova Scotia dates
back to these early ties with the British
Navy.

The Halifax Journal of July 30, 1812,
said: .

“Privateers are swarming around
our coast and the Bay of Fundy;
hardly a day passes but we hear of
captures made by them.”

Throughout the year 1812 English
men-of-war did not molest American
unarmed fishing and coasting vessels.
Meanwhile many Nova Scotia vessels
were captured. On October 8 a boat’s
crew from one of these American priva-
teers landed on Sheep Island at the
mouth of the Tusket River. They shot
Francis Clements, ransacked his house,
carried off his livestock and left a
widow with nine children. Fortunately
the privateer -was shortly afterward
captured by the Shannon. Although the
coast was repeatedly visited by priva-
teers, the naval force on the Halifax
station prevented any well-grounded
fears of an enemy landing. In June
1813 two men-of-war, of 74 guns, and
a frigate were seen chasing an armed
vessel into Mahone Bay. The alarm guns
were immediately discharged at the
blockhouses and outposts and the
militia was summoned and put to sea to
chase the schooners. There was no need
as a British 74-gun warship La Hogue
and the frigate Orpheus had chased the
American privateer Teaser into Mahone
Bay. The Teaser’s crew, seeing them-
selves cornered, blew the ship up.

On September 17, 1813, Admiral
Warren arrived with his fleet from
Chesapeake Bay. Over 30 large ships
with 6,000. men aboard anchored in
Halifax sharbour. Among the vessels
that lay at anchor was the brig Curlew
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of eighteen guns. Commanded by a
native Nova Scotian, Captain Michael
Head, the Curlew had captured as prize
the Volante, a 20-gun ship with 90 men
on board. .

UCCESS continued throughout 1814.

On July 5 the six-gun vessel Snap
Dragon was captured by HM sloop
Martin off Sambro light. A few days
later the United States sloop Rattle-
snake of 18 guns, was taken off Shel-
burne by HM Frigate Leander. These
two vessels were brought in for adjudg-
ment to the Vice-Admiralty Courts in
Halifax. By August 1814 so successful
had the blockade of the American coast
become that a number of amphibious
operations were undertaken by the
Navy. In the early part of August
Admiral Cochrane sailed to Chesapeake
Bay and landed a military force which
struck fear into the Americans by the
temporary capture of the city of Wash-
ington. On August 26 Governor Sher-
brooke and Rear-Admiral Griffiths set
sail in the Dragon, a “74”, for Penob-
scot. Sherbrooke’s diary reveals an out-
line of this operation. -

September 12-—Secured Castine

September 15—Machias captured

September 18—at St. John, N.B.

September 20—landed Windsor,

N.S.

These significant naval operations re-
vealed the overall superiority of the
Royal Navy not only in its protection
of Nova Scotia but also in its ability
to strike at strong points of the Ameri-
can coast. ‘

The year 1815 brought peace, and
with it the end of French and American
privateering attacks on the coast of
Nova Scotia.

One of the most profitable forms of
employment on the sea during war time
was privateering. Perkins of Liverpool,
mentioned earlier, built and made ready
for sea in 1798 the Charles Mary Went-
worth and supplied her with 16 guns
from the naval ordnance stores at
Halifax.

Another of the privateers of the early
Napoleonic War, and perhaps the most
famous, was the brig Rover, commanded
by Alexander Godfrey. Built at Herring
Cove, the Rover, mounting 14 four-
pounders, “sailed June 4, 1800, for the
Spanish Main with a crew of 55. After
a severe engagement.in which she cap-
tured three ships, including the Spanish
flag ship—the Saenta Rita—which netted
the Rower '£10,000 profit, she returned
October 16 to Halifax.” No wonder the
merchants of Liverpool and Halifax
turned readily to privateering,

“No commander of any ship or
vessel having o letter of marque

and a reprisal, as aforesaid, shall

presume, as they shall answer for

it, at their peril, to wear any Jack,

Pennant, or other Ensign or

Colours, usually borne by our Ships,

but that besides the Colours usually

borne by merchant ships, they do
wear a Red Jack, with the Union

Jack described in the Canton at the

upper corner thereof near the staff”.

From the above quoted instructions it
is apparent that the Royal Navy, during
the War of 1812, did not intend to keep
American warships tied down to their
harbours so that Nova Scotian priva-
teers could have a field day. Personnel
of His Majesty’s ships were impressed
while those on board the privateers
were volunteers. British warships also
resented the poor discipline aboard the
privateers and especially the thought of
losing the prize money.

One of the most successful of the
Nova Scotian privateers was the Liver-
pool Packet, This vessel, formerly
known as the Black Joke, was pur-
chased from the Vice-Admiralty Courts
by four Liverpool merchants. Enos
Collins, John and James Barss and
Benjamin Knaut. Weighing 67 tons,
she was originally designed to carry
passengers and mail from Liverpool to
Halifax and as such was the first vessel
into Liverpool with the news of the
war., With the outbreak of war in 1812,
she was quickly fitted out with guns,
and her crew, many of them fishermen,
increased to 45. For two months the
Liverpool Packet anchored at Liver-
pool, as Captain Joseph Barss patiently
awaited a letter-of-marque which gave
him permission to attack enemy com-
merce. Governor Sherbrooke granted
the Letter, August 20, 1812, On August
31 Barss put to sea with 60 days food
on board, 20 rounds of cannister, '300
pounds of shot and four hundred-
weight of gun-powder in his magazine.
Barss’ commission read that he had the
right to .apprehend, seize, and take
ship’s goods and vessels belonging to
France. This was the only power the
Governor had the right to give. It was
nevertheless understood that British
authorities would allow attacks made
on American commerce.

N SEPTEMBER 7, Barss was sail-
O ing on the George Banks and the
heavy shipping lanes. Here he cap-
tured the Middlesex, a 325-ton‘ vessel"
carrying coal and salt to New York, and
the Factor, a smaller vessel bound for
Providence, Rhode Island, with a cargo
of wine. These two -vessels with prize
crews on board weré sent to the Vice-
Admiralty Courts in Halifax to-be con-
demned. The vessel Middlesex and her






out, and on June 11, 1813, she was
caught by the American privateer
Thomas, off Portsmouth, New Hamp-
shire; Barss was taken prisoner and
later paroled. TUtilized for awhile by
the Americans, the Packet was recap-
tured and, under a new set of owners
and a new commander, Caleb Seeley,
went on to capture a half a dozen other
prizes. She finally retired on Octcber,
1814. Thus the Liverpool Packet had
captured 45 prizes valued at £262,500
from August, 1812 to December, 1814.
From his own profits Captain Joseph
Barss built a beautiful mansion which
still stands in Liverpool today.

HOMAS FREEMAN was another

merchant who sought to increase
his earnings by turning to privateering.
Freeman and Snow Parker, walrus
hunter, privateer owner and member of
the House of Assembly bought - the Re-
taliation, a condemned prize, at Hali-
fax. A small topsail schooner, 60 feet
long and weighing 71 tons, the Retalia-
tion set sail with a letter-of-Marque
dated February 18, 1813. After a short
cruise she returned at the end of March
with £6,000 in prizes before the prize
court. Both Freeman and Parker had
made modest fortunes. Due to the sick-
ness of Thomas Freeman, the partner-
ship was dissolved and the vessel sold.
Urnder the new owners she once again
put to sea. Unfortunately her luck ran
out as she ran into HMS Superb, a T4~
gun man-of-war blockading New Lon-
don, and a number of her crew were
impressed. The fate of some of her crew
illustrates the disastrous economic
effect the navy could have on the crew’s
dependents.

Nova Scotian privateers constantly
had to worry about their prizes being
seized by British warships. Such a case
was the story of the Crown. Thomas
Smith, baker, and John O’Bryn, sail-
maker, both of Halifax, after depositing
£1,500 as a security for good behaviour,
received a letter-of-marque. In early
April, 1813, Solomon Jennings, master,
put to sea and on the 23rd captured the
brigantine Sibue from Boston, ten miles
southwest of Cape Sable. No sooner
had the prize been secured than the
British.  sloop-of-war Atlanta, Com-
mander F. Hickey, came alongside the
captured. prize, Commander Hickey
took the prize papers from Captain
Curtis, the captured American captain
on board, Jennings having failed to
take and seal them. With his own prize
crew on. board, Commander Hickey
" threatened to seize a number of the
crew from the Crown and to impress
John Adams if he did not reveal all the
information regarding the capture, so
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that JIMS Atlanta could claim the Sibue
as its prize.

Adams replied coolly: “I do not need
to learn discipline, sir. I have had the
honour to serve His Majesty under Lord
Nelson at the Battle of the Nile. I was
wounded and disabled there. I fought
under his Lordship at the capture of St.
Jago, and at the Battle of Copenhagen,
and at Tenneriffe. I fought under Cap-
tain Barkely on the Glorious First of
June, in Lord Howe’s action when we
whipped the French and Spanish. As
for keeping me on board here, that is
something you cannot do, Your Honour.
I have already served my King and
country long and faithfully and have
been disabled in His Majesty’s service
and so earned my discharge. And I have
it, Your Honour, in black and white
and can produce it.”

Commander Hickey was forced to
seize two others in lieu of Adams.

The Court of Vice-Admiralty who
finally heard Jenning’s story listened
to affidavits on behalf of HMS Atlanta,
and allowed her to be a joint captor,
along with the late Crown, of brigan-
tine Sibue. The Sibue sold for £5,062
which meant £2,531 for each ship.

The largest and finest of all the
privateers of Nova Scotia was the Sir
John Sherbrooke, owned by Enos
Collins, Joseph Freeman, John Barss
and Benjamin Knaut and commanded
by Joseph Freeman, of Liverpool
(father of Thomas Freeman). Freeman
received his letter-of-marque, February
4, 1813, at Halifax, the fourth priva-
teering commission granted by Gover-
nor Sherbrooke since the outbreak of

the War. A strict disciplinarian, Free-
man kept his privateer in the same
state of efficiency as if she had flown
the whiplash pennant of the Royal
Navy. Every Sunday morning the
hands were turned out and he read
them the Articles of War.

Freeman sailed with 150 men (one-
third marines) in mid-March, 1813, for
the trade routes off Block Island, where
Long Island Sound traffic converges
with the navigation between the Eastern
States and the South Bay. In three
months 19 prizes were brought before
the prize courts netting the owners
£10,000. Such a vessel cost a consider-
able sum to upkeep and as a result
the brig, now at Liverpool, was adver-
tised for sale August 10, 1813.

In the summer of 1813, Captain
Burkett of Matilda and Joseph Freeman
of the Sir John Sherbrooke together
captured the American ship Loyal Sam
off Massachusetts Bay. Captain Burkett
had to prove before the Vice-Admiralty
Courts in Halifax that the Matilda was
indeed a regularly commissioned priva-
teer and that she had five carriage guns
mounted at the time of the Loyal Sam’s
capture. The prize court decided that
the recapture of the ship for her Green-
ock ‘owners called for generous salvage
money, and allowed the high proportion
of one-sixth of the appraised value of
vessel and cargo—£9,424. So the Sher-
brooke and Matilda received approxi~
mately $7,850 between them.

NE-THIRD of all the vessels taken
from the Americans, 1812-14, were
captured by Nova Scotia privateers.
Two-hundred and seven of their cap-
tures lay in Maritime harbours—Hali-
fax, Saint John, Liverpool, Digby, Yar-
mouth—with munitions nailed to their
main masts signifying that they had
been delivered to the Court of Vice-
Admiralty. After the first sweep of the
Nova Scotian privateers, 200 wagons
had to be employed to move the block-
aded goods along the American coast,
and insurance rates from Boston to
New Orleans, by water, rose to a 30 per
cent premium. The Nova Scotian priva-
teers knew well how to use the advan-
tages gained from the British naval
blockade to achieve large financial
profits. :
It can be seen from these accounts
that the merchants indulging in the pri-
vateering trade could, on one hand, reap
large rewards if their vessels were
sound, the crews good, and their luck
held. On the other hand, if they met
objectionable British men-of-war or
unscrupulous lawyers in the Vice-Ad-

. miralty Courts, they could suffer heavy

financial losses.:










































RCN LAUNCHES ICE FORECASTS

East Coast Service Operazfing from HMUCUS Shearwater

ANADA'’S first ice-forecasting ser-
C vice, providing information on ice
conditions in Canadian and adjacent
waters, went into operation this spring.
The service is being operated this year
by the Royal Canadian Navy on behalf
of the Department of Transport, which
will take it over in 1959.

The service is a part of a mutual
arrangement between Canada and the
United States for provision of informa-
tion on ice-infested areas around the
coast of North America, for the benefit
of commercial and government ship-
ping. ’

The areas covered by the RCN ice
forecasts include the Gulf of St. Law-
rence, Hudson Bay, Hudson Strait and
the northern coast of continental Can-
ada. )

Icé forecasts for the Central and
Eastern Arctic and for the shipping
lanes along the east coast of Baffin Bay
have been provided in the past by the
United States Navy’s Hydrographic Of-
fice. This year the Hydrographic Office
will provide the usual full support to
shipping along the east coast north to
Baffin Bay and five and 30-day fore-
casts for the Eastern Arctic area. Other
ice advisories and ice forecasts will be
provided by Canada.

The new Ice Central, as it is called,
"is located at the RCN Air Station,
Shearwater, and is operated by RCN
personnel who have had previous prac-
tical experience with sea ice and taken
special training courses with the U.S.
Hydrographic Office. The Department
of Transport has organized an exten-
sive system of surface and aerial ice
observations, which are relayed to the
Ice Central at Shearwater for use in
issuing ice bulletins and ice forecasts.
Both civilian and Royal Canadian Air
Force aircraft will be used in the aerial
ice surveys.

By midsummer of this year, three
field forecast stations will be set up at
Churchill, Cambridge and Frobisher in
the north. While the Shearwater Ice
Central will be manned the year round,
these stations will be manned, two at
a time, during the summer months
only.

The Shearwater unit will provide
basic ice information to the three
northern stations, which will be
equipped .with.-radio facsimile record-
ers.

Much of .the over-all organization
and liaison for establishment of the
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ice forecasting service was carried out
by William F. Ganong, Director of
Naval Weather Service at Naval Head-
qguarters, Ottawa.

The forecasting program is under the
immediate charge of Lt.-Cdr. (SB)
William Markham, who was meteoro-
logical officer in the Arctic patrol ship
Labrador for three years. Operating
the main forecasting station at Shear-
water, he will be assisted by A. P,
Beaton, now serving as a civilian me-
teorological officer at the air station.
They will be responsible for setting up
the three field stations this summer.

In addition to Lt.-Cdr. Markham and
Mr. Beaton, three RCN meteorologist’s
mates are on the strength. of the Shear-
water unit. - They are PO John L. Heb-
gin, Ldg. Sea. R. G. Mclvor, and Ldg.
Sea, S. J. Willis.

The service began by providing fore-
casts for the Gulf of St. Lawrence area,
to assist shipping in both the river and
the gulf. There will also be a build-up
of ice information which may assist
in extending the shipping season in the
St. Lawrence Seaway.

Forecasts covering the Hudson Bay
and Hudson Strait area will assist ship-
ping operating to and from Churchill
and the service will gather data for
further knowledge of shipping seasons
in the Ungava and other areas.

Ice information, both observed and
forecast, along the northern coast of
continental Canada will be used largely
by shipping employed in the sea re-
supply of DEW Line sites.

The service will also be used by
shipping carrying out re-supply of joint
Arctic weather stations.

- FULL FATHOM 2,200
HIS DENTURES LIE

The Navy takes a dim view of
thoughtless or belligerent sailors, whose
activities allow their “pusser” dentures
to be damaged or lost.

Naval General Order 35.01/1 requires
the loss of such ivories to be reported
“immediately” to the officer of the
watch, along with an account of what
steps, if any, were taken to recover
them. He in return reports to the com-
manding officer, stating whether or not
the loser is at fault. If the loser is
blameless, the captain must provide him
with a signed statement to that effect
so that he can get a new set free. If
found culpable, he must pay for re-
placement in accordance with the Sche-
dule of Fees shown in GO 35.02/1.

An official report “Loss of Denture”,
covered by a charge sheet in accord-
ance with QRCN 106.09 and with the

name of a witness attached was routed
from the commander of an East Coast
shore establishment to the Officer-in-
Charge, Royal Canadian Dental Corps.
The report was impeccably drawn up
and the last two paragraphs read as
follows:

“OSS . . . lost his prosthetic appli-
ance during sea training in HMCS . . .
on ... The ship was in position 42°
30" N, 63° 22" W, the depth of water
approximately 2,200 fathoms.

“The denture was lost over the ship’s
side during the course of disgorging,
caused by sea sickness. As the ship
was at that time carrying out exer-
cises with a submarine in the circum-
stances outlined in para. 2, no recovery
action was considered feasible.”




APTITUDE STUDIES UNDERWAY

Testing Program Paves Way for Common Entry

ALL THEM “guinea pigs” or call

them “yardsticks”, a considerable
number of sailors will undergo a group
of aptitude {tests during the coming
months, But even if they are dismal
failures the results won't show on their
personal records, A good mark won’t
win promotion.

The series of tests is far from aim-
less, however, and it has been launched
to meet the requirements of the re-
vised personnel structure of the RCN,
in particular the planned introduction
of Common Entry for seamen.

Under the Common Entry scheme, a
new entry will not be selected for trade
training until a study of his aptitudes
has been made and his own prefer-
ences have been stated. Selection for
a trade will take place late in the new
entry training period, which will last
about four and a half months, includ-
ing two weeks’ sea tfime.:

A classification and testing program
is necessary to assure the selection for
each trade of men most likely to
reach the required proficiency. With-
out classification, and with the random
assignment of men, there would be
tremendous, excessive waste of time
and money. Months of training might
be spent on men who did not have
the mental equipment to learn and the

_mental _abilities _of others might be

the results analyzed for the relation
between high {est scores, success in
service school, and success in the trade
they are assigned to.

Everyone knows that individuals dif-
fer in physical characteristics, such as

strength, endurance, agility and other

bodily {raits. Humans also differ in
physical performance-—and most people
are not ashamed to admit that some-
one else is belter than they are in
physical performance and skill. For
example, if one man is six feet tall and

another five feet tall, the difference in

height can be seen, and the measuring
device is known and accepted. Differ-
ences in vision are readily admitted.
No one contends that all men are cre-
ated equal in ability to see; some
are nearsighted, some farsighted, some
colour blind.

There are also differences in ability
to think, just as there are differences
in physical characteristics or physical
performance levels. These differences
are measurable by means of tests.

Such a test is really nothing more
than a well-conducted, standardized in~
terview. In both test and interview,
questions are asked, and answers are
given—except that a test asks every-

wasted on duties requiring muscles
rather than brains,

To get a classification and testing
program underway it is first necessary
to conduct a series of pilot studies.
The pilot studies will involve the test-
ing of predetermined number of people
and the analysis of the tests. It is
obvious that these studies can be con-
ducted most readily and economically
among serving personnel—and that is
what is being undertaken this summer.

‘The task of the classification system
is to discover the aptitudes of recruits,
their “trainability” for various trades,
to analyze and record this information,
and make systematic recommendations
concerning placement. In other words,
men entering the Navy under the Com-
mon Entry scheme will have to be given
aptitude tests, interviewed, and assigned
for training, on the basis of the total
picture of ability level, past training
and experience, interest, and person-
ality suitability. Their test scores and

civilian school ratings will be recorded

on permanent personnel records, and

Defence Still
Rests on Man

No matter what wonders are
wrought by the miracles of science,
man will ‘continue to be the critical
factor in war, declares Admiral
Arleigh A. Burke, Chief of Naval Op-
erations of the United States Navy.

With  weapons having fantastic
speeds and tremendous ranges, naval
operations at sea will reach greater
distances and cover larger areas than
ever before. Admiral Burke recently
told members of the Navy League at a
seapower symposiumm in Washington,
D.C.

The new capabilities will bring
changed concepts of command struc-
ture, greater decentralization and more
dependence upon the “intelligence and
enterprise” of men throughout the
fleets, he said.

“‘Battle conditions of the future will
place greater demands upon the wit,
judgment, and imagination of men
who man ‘our ships and airecraft,”
Admiral Burke asserted adding, “for
it is our people, in the final analysis,
who will make the Navy what it must
be” in meeting mnew challenges.—
AFPS. -

one the same questions in the same
way with the same answer choices, and
gives everyone the same amount of
time in which to answer.

An aptitude test usually measures a
single ability, or very closely related
abilities. A score on any particular ap-
titude test will enable the classification
interviewer {o compare one man with
another, but only on the particular
ability involved in that test,

In a battery of tests, several {tests
must be given if one man is to be com-
pared with another on a number of
abilities. For classification purposes,
recruits will be compared on mechani-
cal comprehension and reasoning tests,
arithmetical knowledge and reasoning
tests, clerical aptitude, verbal reason-
ing ability, electronic, radio and sonar
aptitude tests as well as general in-
formation and ability tests. If only one
aptitude or ability was tested it would
be like comparing rooms for size, know-
ing width only.

The process of a pilot study is to
gather information of a statistical na-
ture from which standards can be es-
tablished. This process will be carried
out extensively throughout the RCN at
a wide variety of levels. Men now in
Cornwallis, those undergoing trades
training at all levels, as well as indi-
_viduals _who ‘have completed trades
training, will be tested. The test re-
sult information gathered will in no
way affect an individual’s standing in
the service now; the main purpose is
to establish standards and possible
score cut-offs to be used in the future.
To obtain poor marks will not mean
that the recipients will be transferred,
disrated or released; or vice versa, good
marks will not hasten promotion.

The success or failure of a classifica-
tion testing program is based on the
standards established. In order to es-
tablish these standards results have to
be obtained from pilot studies and pi-
lot studies have to be performed on
individuals. Therefore if anyone is
given a battery of tests the following
points should be remembered:

1. These tests are in the experimen-
tal stages.
2. The results of the tests will in no
way affect present status in the
RCN. ‘
. Complete each and every test tried
. . to the best of your ability.

L)
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WAR AND THE CONSCIENCE OF MAN

Action-Filled Story of U.S. Submarine Warfare Told

HAT DOES total war do to the

\;\/ conscience of man? Should any
burden of guilt rest on a human being
who. kills another as a matter of duty
during a war?

Captain George Grider, USN, whose
submarine, the Flasher, destroyed a
greater tonnage of Japanese shipping
than any other U.S. submarine during
the Second World War, was disturbingly
confronted by these questions toward
the end of.the war. He was waging
total war and he waged it with an im-
personal detachment. The ships he sank
were ‘“targets”, the men aboard them
were simply ‘“the enemy” with no indi-
viduality.

Then, during a patrol toward the end
of the war, when Japanese ships had
been almost swept from the face of the
Pacific, the Flasher came upon a rather
large sampan and attacked her with
gunfire. When it appeared the crew had
abandoned ship and were all making for
nearby land a grenade was tossed on
board the little vessel in the hope
that it would hole the bottom and sink
her. With the explosion a man leaped
up from where he had been hiding in
the stern sheets. His back was covered
with blood.

“. . . As he went over the side and
splashed into the water, he looked at
me where I was standing on the bridge.
He looked me, George Grider, right in
the eye with an expression of piercing
accusation, and in that brief moment
the war was an intolerably personal
thing. . . . Many a night I think of that
poor man, who probably wasn’t even a
Japanese, who perhaps. wasn’t a com-
batant at all, whose sampan was doubt-
less his only livelihood. We had des-
troyed it, and in so doing had destroyed
him and his friends. He said it all to
me, and had given me my deepest scar
of the entire war, in that one flashing
glance, ’

“Even so, I feel no personal burden
of guilt, and I think it would be wrong
if I did. Certainly if it all had to be
done again, I would do it. The guilt I
feel is that of mankind as a whole, and
similarly I think it would be wrong if
I did not feel that. :

“In warfare we all sin, he who fires
the weapon no more: than he, or she,
who pays the taxes or buys the war
bonds or contributes the layer cakes to
the USO. All the same, I am sorry that
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I had to be an instrument in that awe-
some destruction . . .’

It would be wrong to conclude from
the passage just quoted that Captain
Grider’s story, as told to Lydel Sims in
“War Fish” is burdened with solemnity.
It is a story that gallops along, a brew
well-laced with cheerful anecdotes. In
fact, it almost requres the British ex-
pression “jolly’ to describe it.

Discipline in a submarine is some-
thing that has to be self-imposed. It
is born of the dependence of crew mem-
bers on each other for their comfort,

BOOKS for the
SAILOR

their safety and their very lives. In
the smelly, crowded interior of a sub-
marine there is no room for either fas-
tidiousness or friction. The most awe-
some standing order that Captain Grider
ever issued was to the effect that choc-
olate ice cream (which he loathed)
should not be served invariably. It
was the flavour to which mast of the
men in the Flasher had a passionate
addiction and the captain showed fine
Christian forbearance as long as he
could. And then he produced the fol-
lowing order:

“Ship’s Order No. 3987B. Hereafter,
the ratio of chocolate ice cream to all
other flavours served on board the USS
Flasher shall not exceed one in three,
Signed under my hand -and seal this
thirtieth day of March 1945. G. W.
Grider, Commanding Officer.”

The order- was obeyed. o

There are dozens of tales of subma-
rine actions in the book—both single-
handed and wolf pack. The subma-
riner’s greatest peril, it would appear,
is becoming so engrossed in attack that
he fails to notice the approach of an
escort from another bearing. It is made
very clear that attacking shipping in
shallow coastal waters is dangerous
business. A submarine’s chief hope of
safety after attacking a convoy lies in
its ability to dive deep.

Captain Grider tells of- disheartening
difficulties with defective torpedoes dur-
ing the early stages of the war in the
Pacific. One submarine expended

every torpedo against enemy shipping
without a single one firing. Another
torpedo inade a hairpin turn and blew
off the stern of the submarine that fired
it. A practice torpedo that Captain
Grider (then executive officer of the
Hawkbill) fired at a target destroyer oft
Balboa failed to run deep and crashed
through the engineroom. The destroyer
limped into port, was patched up and
returned to its target duties three days
later. Grider tried another shot. Same
thing -happened.

Readers will be touched by the story
of how Bible reading on Sunday nights
became standard practice on board the
irreverent Flasher—all through an in-
nocent misunderstanding on the part
of a devout young Negro steward.

Because of a minor heart attack,
Captain Grider retired from the USN
shortly after the Second World War.
He studied law and began a new career.
With the coming of the snorkel and
then the nuclear submarine, he believes
that there is little place left for indi-
viduality.

“We were corsairs in the Pacific con-
flict, and I believe we were the last of
the corsairs.” -

He believes that the submarine has
come into its own, with its great endur-
ance and underwater speed, and its
fearsome weapons—the homing torpedo
and the guided missile,

“Where the revolutionary changes in
submarine design will lead no one can
be sure,” he observes. “The growing
talk of the all-submersible navy of the
future, in which even battleships and
aircraft ~carriers can submerge for
greater safety or secrecy, may or may
not be a pipe dream. But on one point
there can’ be no doubt: the submarine
has proved its right to an increasingly
major share in naval planning..”

In this book, the courageous, genial
and thoughtful personality of Captain
Grider seems to shine through. But does
it? Are the warm, human sentiments
expressed in these pages born in Cap-
tain Grider’s heart or are they from
the facile pen of his “ghost”! "There is
to be said: the name of the ‘“ghost”
appears on the title page and in that
there is honesty.—C. '

WAR FISH, by George Grider as told to
Lydel Sims; published by Little, Brown &
Company (Canada) Limited, 25 Hollinger
Road, Toronto 16; 282 pages; $4.50.






Stad “B” trailed the senior league due
to sickness and drafting together with
a general shortage of senior shots.

In the individual field CPO D. O.
Miller took the Aldershot Trophy with
a score of 978 out of 1,000, although he
was narrowly beaten for first place by
Lt.-Col. L. Simmonds with 980 points.

CPO Douglas R. Clark gained a close
third to win the Safety Supply Trophy
with 977 points.

Thirteen teams took part in  the
Junior league. Stad “A” Juniors led
the way with 4,709 for the Moirs Trophy
and Stad “B” Junior in third place cap-
tured the Harris and Roome Shield with

" a score of 4,633.

Individually the juniors did extremely
well; PO S. H. Bell won the Cooke
Trophy for the high aggregate with a
score of 975 while PO E. J. Duncan won
the Bligh Trophy with 961 to take sec-
ond place,

Shooting spoons were awarded for the
highest score obtained each week in
both senior and junior divisions and
Stad Seniors made the highest indi-
vidual score in five out of 12 matches
while the Juniors won four. PO Bell
took three.

A total of nine trophies out of 13 were
won by Stad’s sharpshootérs as well as
nine spoons out of 24.

The eight Senior Teams were:

Stadacona “A” (4,835) 12R.0.D. (4,755)
Shearwater (4,786) Scotian (4,746)
R.C.M.P. (4,763) Princess Louise
- Fusiliers (4,'701)
City Police (4,757 Stada-
cona ‘“B” (4,699)

and with spare numbers and individual
shots, there were 66 Seniors.

In the Junior division, 88 shooters
went to make up the 13 teams and
spares: ' : .
Stadacona “A” 1st Mari-

time A A,

(4,709)

(4,249)
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Shearwater (4,679) Civil Defence (4,201)
Stadacona “B"”  (4,633) 101 Manning

Depot (4,117)
R.CM.P. (4,598) Halifax Rifles (4,082)
12 R.O.D. (4,539) Princes Louise

Fusiliers (3,845)
City Police (4,424) Queen Eliza-

. beth High

School Ca-

dets (3,794)
Scotian (4,305)

Rifle Association
Names Officers

At the annual meeting of the Atlantic
Command Rifle Association, held at
Stadacona, CPO Douglas R. Clarke was
elected president.

Others elected in the new executive
were Lt. S. H. Humble and CPO R. W.
Saturley.

During the meeting plans were also
made for the activities of the coming
summer, including the Nova Scotia Rifle
Association matches at Bedford, N.S.,
and the Dominion of Canada Rifle As-
sociation shoot at Ottawa.

Sea Cadets Take
Challenge Shield

A team of four Sea Cadets from West-
mount, Sydney, captured the Lieuten-:
ant-Governor’s annual challenge shield
in April, top award in the Nova Scotia
Cadets rifle shoot at the Halifax Arm-
ouries.

Cadet Garfield Lewis of the West-
mount team won the Strathcona Junior
Cup, awarded annually to the champ-
ion cadet marksman.

An air cadet team from Sydney was
runner-up in the shield competition
with 390—three points behind the Sea
Cadet winners.

uoruvel o,

/

Bowling League
Ends Schedule

The mixed bowling league at the
Point Edward Naval Base, Sydney, N.S,,
completed 22 weeks of scheduled play
in March. The top two teams of the 12
entered were the Bangors and the Des-
troyers.

High individual averages for the sea-
son went to Frank Campbell (men) and
Margaret MacDonald (women).

Officers Donate
Challenge Trophy

A shiny piece of silverware, affection-
ately called “The Bucket”, is destined
to figure prominently within tri-service
sports circles of British Columbia.

Donated by staff officers of the Cana-
dian Services College, Royal Roads, the
handsome ice bucket trophy was re-
cently placed on the “open market” for
sport challenges between teams of offi-
cers of the Royal Canadian Navy, the
RCAF, or the Army anywhere in British
Columbia.

The inscription on “The Bucket” was
hardly finished when the first challenge
—for hockey honours—was received.

The result: Naden T; RCAF 407
Squadron, 2.

Cock-o’-Barracks

All-Electrical

The electrical personnel of. both

Stadacona and Shearwater won respec-
tive Cock-o’-the-Barracks trophies for
winter interpart competitions. On the
Halifax . side, the Electrical School
garnered 4,820 points to win the big
brass crockerel by a wide margin. The
TAS School had 4,050 points and RCNH
came third with 3,300. .Other results:
Supply Department, 2320 ND School
1,840; Ordnance, 1,500, and MTE, 490.

Electricians at the air station rolled
up 386 points out of 400 possible, edging
by three points.the Air Engineers. VF
870 had 363 for third place. Other re-
sults: NAMS and VS 880 tied at 352;
HS 50, 347; VT 40, 321; Supply, 253;
Air Armament, 227; HU 21, 224; VU 32,
150; VX 10, 144, and Tower, 126.

Navy “Import’
To ps League

. (SB) Scott Henderson, an “1m
port”, on the Northern Affairs basketball
team, became first holder of the Charles
O‘Donoghue Memorial Trophy as the
individual scoring champion of Ottawa
Civil Service Recreational Association
league.

With 130 field goals and 52 from the
foul line, his 312 points helped Northern'
Affairs team win 17 of 17 léague games.



LOWER DECK PROMOTIONS

Following is a further list of promo-
tions of lower deck personnel. The list
is arranged in alphabetlical order, with
each new rating, branch and trade
group shown opposite the name.

ACHTZENER, Harold J. ....... C2Cs4
ALLEN, Peter ........cve0ovvv.. LSCK2
ALLEN, Ronald E. ............ LSPR2
AQUANNO, Frank ....,........ C2AT4
ARPIN, Jean J. . ......oovvnnt LSRA2
AXFORD, Vivian R, ,.......... LSRT2
BADMINTON, Eric C. ,........ P2GA3
BARNES, Victor W. ,.......... LSTD1
BARRY, Norman A. ........... P2RA3
BARTLETT, Harold W. ........ LSEF2
BIESINGER, Gerhard F. ....... LSRA2
BILLARD, Willis R. ........... P1CV3
BOGGIS, Robert R. ........... LSAO2
BRADY, Donald P. ............ P2ER3
BRAMBI.EY, Kendrick J. ...... LSAF2
BROCK, Richard G. ........... LSsCcv1
BROWN, Arthur H. ........... LSCR1
BURGESS, William C. ..,..,... LSRT3
BURKE, Cornelius A. .......... LSCRI1
BURSEY, Fric B, .............. P2ER3
CALLAGHAN, Francis ..,..... LSCV1
CAMPBELL, Ralph F. ...,..... P2ER3
CAMPBELL, William L. ,..,.. LSQM2
CANNING, Francis M. ......... LSCR1
CARDIFF, Leonard R. ......... LSQRI1
CEDRAS, Roland J. ........... LSPW1
CLARK, Norman B. .........., LSRT2
COLLINS, Larry S. . ..., ovvnn. LSCS2
COLVILLE, Cameron J. ....... LSAM2
CONNOLLY, Kenneth D, ....... P2AT3
COMPTON, Frederick R. ...... LSAM2
COOPER, Richard H. ....,..... LSRA2
— -CORKERY; Michael-J. ... .LSAOL
COUTURIER, Andre J, ........ P1CR3
CRAWFORD, Calvin C. ........ P2EM2
CZOP, Robert M. ........... ... P2TA3
DAGENAIS, Daniel P. ......... LSRC2
DAVIDGE, Eldon J. ........... P2RP2
DAWN, Roy W. ............... LSRA2
DEANE, Donald E. ...,........ P2TA3
DEMONT, Malcolm L. ......... P2GA3
DOYLE, Stephen C. ............ P2ER3
DUNFORD, Everette H. .,...... LSRC2
ELDRIDGE, Gareth J. ......... P2CS3
EVANS, Gary N. ..,....cvvnnn LSCS2
EVANS, Richard J, ............ C2PR3
FEETHAM, John W. .......... LSCR1
FERRAND, Richard J. ......... P2SH3
FINDLAY, Robert J. .......... P2AT3
FORBES, Donald W. ........... LSVS2
GANTON, Stewart ............ LSCV1
GAUVIN, Romeo A. .......... LSRA2
GERVAIS, John J. ............ LSRP1
GRAHAM, Donald J. ....,..... LSCR1
GRAY, William W. ............ LSRC1
GRIFFITH, Arthur W. ......... P1CV3
GROSART, William ........... LSCRI1
HAINE, Teddy C. ............. LSCS2
HAMILTON, James J, ......... LSCRI1

HANCOCK, Jack G. ........... LSRA2
HARE, Bryce C. .............. LSAO2
HARKER, John E. ............. P2SH3
HAROLD, Frederick C. ........ LSRT2
HENRIKSEN, Svein A, .,...... LSAF2
HILL, Douglas G. ............. LSRC2
HILL, John R. ................ LSEA2
HOLSTEAD, Gordon R. ....... LSLR1
HUNT, Richard M. ........,... LSEF2
HUTCHINSON, James R. ...... LSCR1
INGREY, Arthur W. .......... LSLR1
JACKSON, Gerald E. ......... LSCK2
JAMIESON, James R, ......... C2CV3
JANSEN, Carl O. ............. LSQR1
JOHNSON, Robert . ......... LSEA2
JONES, Arthur K. ............ LSAA1
JONES, David B. .............. P2ER3

T
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KEEPING, John C. ........... LSQM1
KELLY, Brian F. .............. P2ER3
KEMP, Glen T. ............... LSCV1
KERGOAT, Raymond G. ....... C2C54
KITCHIN, William G. .......... C1VIi4
KNICKLE, Roy D. ............ LSEM1
KORTH, Werner H, ........... LSRT2
KOZYRA, Edward ............ LSRA2
LAINCHBURY, Denis R. ...... LSCRI1
LALIBERTE, Gerard O. ........ LSVS2
LALUMIERE, John J. ......... LSCR1
LAMORIE, Norrie R, .......... P1CS3
LANE, John W. ............... LSRT2
LASEK, Francis J. ............ LSEM1
LAW, James S. ............... LSRA2
LAYDEN, William P. .......... LSCK1
LEAL, Ernest R, ............... P2ER3
LEES, Arthur L. .............. P2ER3
LENZ, Harold W. ............. P2RP2
LILLY, Leroy T. .......covnvnnn P2EF3
LINTON, Frederick C. ......... P2CS3

LOGIE, David E. .............. LSCV1
LUKEMAN, James J. .......... LSRC1
LYONS, Terrance C. ........... P25SH3
MacALPINE, Gerald A, ........ LSRA2
MacDONALD, Donald S, ...... LSQM1
MacDONALD, Kenneth C, ..... LSEA2
MacDONALD, Kennth G. ,..... P1CS3
MacDONALD, Wilfred E, .,.... LSTD1
MacDOUGALL, Robert J, ,..... LSRA2
MacKINNON, John J. .....,... LSEM1
MeBAIN, William H. .......... LSEA2
McBRIDE, Donald K. ..,...... LSAM2
McCORRISTON, Delmer G. ....LSCR1
McDOWELL, Ross D, .......... LSCR1
McKAY, Colin D. .............. P2RP2
McKENZIE, Victor A, .....,.... P2EF3
McLAREN, Lawrence L. ....... P2GA3
McLEAN, Ronald A. ..,....... LSQM1
McNEIL, Thomas L. ........... LSRC2
McSHANNON, Bruce K, ....... LSQR1
MACOOMB, John A. .......... LSEA2
MARION, Robert M. .......... LSCR1
MARSH, Conrad M. ........... LSEA2
MARSH, David S. ............. P2RC2
MARSHALL, Donald V. ........ P2EF3
MARSHALL, Ronald D. ........ P2AT3
MARTIN, James M. ........... P1CV3
MASON, David R. ............ P2ER3
MELLISH, Richard G. ......... LSCR1
MILLER, Lotne W. ............ LSCS2
MILLMAN, John E. ........... LSTD2
MOORE, Harold D, ............ LSRP1
MORGAN, Gordon E. .......... LSTD1
NEARING, Thomas E. ......... LSEA2
NICHOLLS, Ivan C. ....... ...LSEM1
O’HARA, Walter J. ............ LSRP1
PALAMARYK, Walter M. ..., .. LSCS2—
PARISH, Reginald G. ....,..... C2CR3
PAUL, James C. .............. P2GA3
PEARTON, James S. .......... LSRA2
PEET, Arthur S. .............. C2QM3
PELADEAU, Gilles J. ........ LSAW2
PENDLEBURY, Roger J. ...... C2CV3
QUINSEY, Lawrence .......... LSAA1
RAY, John N. ................. P2ER3
REDMOND, Vernon F. ........ LSEA2
REES, Edward J. .............. P1ER4
RENSHAW, Arnold R. ......... C2CV3
ROBERTS, David M. .......... LSAR2
ROBERTS, George D. ....,.... P2ER3
ROCHELEAU, Roland C. ...... LSQR2
ROY, John R. ................. P2EF3
RUTHERFORD, Douglas ....... P1EM4
SALMOND, John A. .......... P2AT3
SCHIVES, Thomas J, .......... P1CV3
SCHWIEG, Wayne G. .......... LSCS2
SCOTT, Reginald D. ........... P1AT4
SEENEY, Lloyd E, ............ LSCRI1
SHERWOOD, Roy C. .......... LSRA2
SHINE, Lionel ...... N LSEM1
SMALLWOOD, Ralph S. ...... LSRA2
SMILEY, Roderick G. ...... ,...P2EF3
SMITH, Harold G, ............. LSRP1
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