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OUR NAVY

For the third consecutive year, the annual
review of the Royal Canadian Navy's
progress, published under the title Our Navy,
makes its appearance as a special issue of
The Crowsnest,

Some of the articles were first published
in this year’s Royal Canadian Navy issue of
Canadian Shipping and Marine Engineering
News, Toronto.

On the Opposite Page: 1t was announced
in May by the government that approval
had been given for the seven destroyer
escorts of the St. Laurent class to be modi-
fied to accommodate helicopters and carry
variable depth sonar. This is an artist's
conception of how the ships will look
when modifications are completed. Similar
changes are being made in the earlier de-
stroyer escort, HMCS Crusader.

-

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Directorate of Naval
Photography, quoting the negative number
of the photograph, giving the size and finish
required, and enclosing a money order for
the full amount, payable to the Receiver
General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. § .10

6% x 8% glossy finish only ............ 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish ,......... .50
11 x 14 matte finish only .............. 1.00

‘SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 per
year; outside of North America,
$1.50. Orders, accompanied by
cheque or money order made to
the Receiver General of Canada,
should be sent to:

THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,

Department of Public Printing

and Stationery,

Ottawa, Ont.

Communications, other than those
relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed to:

EDITOR,

The Crowsnest,
Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, Ont.

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa.,
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NATIONAL DEFENCGE

ATIONAL DEFENCE—*“a factual

outline of the operations of the
Armed Services and of the Defence Re-~
search Board, together with an explana-
tion of funds requested for fiscal year
1961-62"—was tabled in the House of
Commons May 30 by Defence Minister
Douglas Harkness.

Object of the 49-page document was
to provide Members of Parliament with
briefing information prior to considera-
tion of the Defence Estimates for
1961-62.

The document was divided into two
main sections: One described the roles
and activities of the Armed Services and
DRB, the other concerned itself with
defence appropriations and expendi-
tures.

The role of the Royal Canadian Navy
was defined as, “the maintenance of sea
communications and defence of Canada
against attack from the sea; to con-
tribute to the collective defence of the
NATO area against attack from the sea,
and to contribute naval forces to the
United Nations as may be required. It is
substantially an anti-submarine (A/S)
role.”

Canada’s naval commitment to NATO,
in event of hostilities, was listed as the
aireraft carrier, 18 destroyer escorts and
11 frigates, to be made available from
the Atlantic Command to the Supreme
Allied Commander Atlantic. On the
West Coast seven destroyer escorts and
seven frigates would be made available
for . the defence of the Canada-U.S.

region of NATO in co-operation with -

the U.S. Navy.

The possibility of RCN elements being
employed in a UN role was indicated
in a paragraph which stated that, “Ships
of the RCN may on short notice be de-
ployed in support of UN operations as
directed by the Government, and plans
have been made for their most effective
use in this role should the requirement
arise.”

Backing up the RCN is the Royal
Canadian Navy (Reserve), whose
peacetime role “is to maintain an or-
ganization capable of providing per-
sonnel for the support of the RCN
ashore and afloat in time of emergency,
and, at the same time, of providing
naval facilities and naval representation
in 21 cities across Canada.” In an emer-
gency, RCN(R) personnel “would be
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called upon to activate or augment com-
munication facilities, provide trained
personnel for headquarters staffs, the
naval control of merchant shipping and
harbour defences, and assist in national
survival.”

Recognition of the effectiveness of the
helicopter in anti-submarine operations
was contained in a statement that A/S
helicopters “will soon . . . be operating
from a small flight deck to be fitted to
most of the destroyer escorts.” A pro-
gressive conversion program to the
Crusader and the seven St. Laurent
class DDEs with helicopter platforms is
expected to get under way in 1961-62.
Variable depth sonar will be installed in
the ships at the same time. Total cost
of the program is estimated at $21,-
600,000, with $1,000,000 provided in
estimates as an initial expenditure in
1961-62.

Also to be equipped with helicopter
platforms and VDS are the last two of
the six Mackenzie class DDEs now
under construction. Eventually all ships
of this class will be similarly equipped.

Another ship to have helicopter facili-
ties will be the 22,000-ton tanker supply
ships being built for the Navy at Lauzon,
Que. Her helicopter facilities will be
chiefly of a service and repair nature,
to go with the vessel’s other functions
of providing mobile logistic support for
the fleet in the form of petroleum
products, ammunition, torpedoes, pro-
visions and general stores.

Announcement was made that a new
research vessel is being designed to meet
the requirements of naval scientific re-
search in the Pacific Command.

Subject to successful evaluation, ap-
proval has been given to procure,
through Canadian industry, the USN
Mark 44 homing torpedo, trials of which
had demonstrated this weapon’s “supe-
riority in speed, depth and acquisition
capabilities against deep diving sub-
marines compared to the torpedo now
in use in the RCN.”

Both the RCN and Defence Research
Board sections of National Defence made
reference to the close liaison and col-
laboration that exist between the two
organizations, with particular reference
to research in the anti-submarine field.
The Naval Research HEstablishment at
Halifax had developed variable depth

sonar—*“a device which promises a
three to four hundred percent improve-
ment in submarine detection ranges”’—
and with the submarine threat assuming
ever growing proportions, renewed
efforts were being made by DRB “to
increase the emphasis on researches,
both basic and applied, which may lead
to either new or improved methods of
detection, tracking and destruction of
the modern submarine.”

DRB’s work on behalf of the Navy
extends also to such fields as hull
design and ship machinery improve-
ments, radar, communications, electronic
counter-measures and armament.

In common with the other services,
and with the Armed Forces of most
other countries, the Navy is faced with
a situation wherein only a minor portion
of its budget is available for new equip-
ment. In the 1961-62 estimates, $71,-
823,500 is earmarked for construction
and major equipment, out of a total
budget of $279,959,000. Most of the rest
is consumed by fixed charges—man-
power, maintenance and operating costs.

Many fixed charges are just that, and
cannot be reduced. Pay is an example.
There are other areas, however, where
it is possible that economies can be
effected, through new or modified
methods, or by plain old-fashioned
thrift. It is for this reason that all per-
sonnel, naval and civilian, of all ranks,
are urged themselves to practice econ-
omy, and are encouraged to seek ways
and means of getting maximum value
out of the Navy’s dollar,

In this respect, there is reference in
National Defence to efforts to achieve
higher standards of ship maintenance,

-and at the same time reduce mainte-

nance costs. Particular attention has
been directed toward fundamental
studies’ of particular equipments, with
assistance from other government de-
partments and from industry, “and
already excellent results have been
achieved.”

“In the care and husbandry of ships,
great savings have been made, and more
is yet to be done, through the careful
planning of the maintenance that can
be carried out by the officers and men
serving in the ship. These efforts not
only increase operational ability but
reduce dockyard costs.”


















COMPOSITION OF THE FLEET

The Royal Canadian Navy has 64 warships in commis-
sion, These include an aireraft carrier, seven Restigouche
class and seven St. Laurent class destroyer escorts, 11 other
destroyer escorts, 18 frigates, a submarine, 10 minesweepers,
two escort maintenance ships and seven smaller craft. Two
Royal Navy submarines were attached to the Atlantic
Command under the operational control of the RCN. Six
naval vessels are in reserve and three on loan to other
government departments.

There are three first line air squadrons, onc fitted with
Tracker anti-submarine aircraft, one armed with Banshee
all-weather jet fighters and one operating anti-submarine
helicopters. Four other squadrons are engaged in training,
evaluation and other duties.

Now building in Canadian shipyards are six more
destroyer escorts, similar to the Restigouche eclass, and a
22,000-ton tanker-supply ship, the Provider, whose prime
function will be to keep the fleet at sen by providing fuel
and supplies on the spot. A prototype of VDS is fitted in the
Crescent (destroyer escort).

To man the ships, establishments and aircraft the RCN
is at its peak strength of 20,000 officers and men. The ratio
of officers and men at sca to those nshore is the highest ever,
with just over 50 per cent serving afloat.

The composition of the flcet, Bast and West, by ships
and squadrons, is as follows:

HMCS Bonaventure, aireraft carrier
First Canadian Escort Squadron

(destroyer escorts)
HMCS Algonguin

Algonquin ck

Fifth Canadian Escort Squadron
(destroyer escorts)

HMCS Gatineau
HMCS Restigouche

GEL) y .
HMCS Huron Tribal « gl&%gg :IS;?;D(;E)—::: “
1CS Heida “ « Y 2 “

gll\\//[CS Nootka « « HMCS Terra Nova
HMCS Iroquois « « HMCS Chaudiere “
B HMCS Columbia «

Restigouche class
g "

Atlantic Command - Sthipe Based at FHalifax

 Ninth Canadian Escort Squadron

(frigates)

HMCS Cap dela Madeleine

Prestonian class
HMCS Lauzon « «

HMCS La Hulloise “« «“
HMCS Swansea « “
HMCS Buckingham “ “

First Canadian Minesweeping Squadron

Third Canadian Escort Squadron Seventh Canadian Escort Squadron (minesweepers)

(destroyer escorts) (frigates) HMCS Resolute Bay class
R HMCS Chignect “ou

HMCS Crescent Algonquin class HMCS Fort Erie Prestonian class HMCS [,v,?,,‘o(;gc ° « o«

HMCS Micmac Tribal «“ HMCS New Waterford “ « HMCS Quinte « o«

HIVICS‘ Siouz “V.” :: HMCS Lanark « “ HMCS Thunder “ “

HMCS Cayuga Tr‘l‘bal . HMCS OQutremont “ “ HMCS Chaleur « o«

HMCS Athabaskan HMCS Vicloriaville

HMCS Inch Arran

Special Duties

HMCS Cape Scott Cape class escort maintenance ship

HMCS Crusader ~ “'C’ class equipment trials destroyer escort
HMCS Granby Diving depot ship (converted Bangor (M/S)
HMCS Porte S8aint Jean—Porte class gate vessel

HBMCS Loon, Mallard, Cormorant—Bird class harbour patrol craft.

Sixth Submarine Squadron (RN under RCN Operational control)
One or two "“A’’ class submarines

RCN Air Squadrons

VI-870 T2H3 Banshees
V8-880  CS2F-2 Tracker A/S aiveraft
VU-32 T-33 Silver Star jet trainers
C82F-1 Trackers
CS2T-2 Trackers
HS-50 HO48 Sikorsky A/S helicopters
HU-21 HTYL Bell belicopters
HO48 Sikorsky helicopters
VX-10 Various atrcraft for experimental purposes.

Pacific Command, - Shige Based at Eoguimale

Second Canadian Escort Squadron
{destroyer escorts)

HMCS Ottawa
HMCS Seguenay

(frigates)

HMCS Jonguiere

St. Laurent class
“ “ “ HMCS Sussezvule

HMCS St. Laurent “ “ «“ HMCS Beacon Hill
HMCS Margaree “ “ “ HMCS Antigonish
HMCS Fraser “ “ “ HMCS Ste Therese
HMCS Skeena “ “ “ HMCS New Glasgow
HMCS Assiniboine «“ “ “ HMCS Siettler

Special Dulies

HMCS Cape Breton, class escort maintenance ship

HMCS Grilse, Balao class submarine

HMCS Oriale, training sailing yacht attached to HMCS Venture, junior
officer training establishment.

Fourth Canadian Escort Squadron

- VU-32

Second Canadian Minesweeping Squadron
(mineswecpers)

HMCS Fortune

HMCS James Bay
HMCS Miramichi “ ou
HMCS Cowichan oo

Prestonian class Bay class
i 113 “©

RCN Air Squadron (Patricia Bay Airfield, near Victoria)
C82F-1 Tracker anti-submarine airoraft
HUP helicopters

T-33 Silver Star jet trainers

émam Officer Haval Division - Hamilton

Two frigates of the Ninth Escort Squadron (the Lauzon
and Buckingham) are under operational control of the
Commanding Officer Naval Divisions during the Great Lakes
summer training season, as is the small cargo vessel, HMCS

Scatari. There are two RCN(R) air squadrons, VC 922,
attached to HMCS Malahat, Victoria naval division, and
VC 920, attached to HMCS York, Toronto naval division.
They are equipped with Expeditor aireraft.
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future naval officers. When they reach
the University of British Columbia in
the following September they are ready
to benefit from the opportunity much
more than the average young man
straight out of high school.

Following a Fleet Selection Board and
the successful passing of their British
Columbia senior matriculation examina-~
tion, with average in mathematics and
science of not less than 60 per cent and
an over-all average of not less than
60 per cent, the candidates are then pro-
moted to cadet, They may then select a
faculty of their own choice at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia, though in
every case a minimum of two years
mathematics and two years science is
mandatory, Their full pay and allow-
ances continue during this four-year
university period, the rate being set at
the highest rank and trade group which
they have gained during their service
on the lower deck. Petty Officer Second
Class, trade group four, is the upper
limit. All scholastic fees are paid by the
‘Crown and full medical-dental care is
provided.

During the long summer vacation the
ex-“Prep” School candidates, now
known as College Training Plan cadets,
fall in line with those cadets from the
Service Colleges, the Regular Officer
Training Plan Cadets ROTP. They
move to Esquimalt and spend most of
the summer under intensified naval
training, ashore and afloat, Time is set
aside for annual leave before they
return to their university studies in the
fall. During the full university term
they attend weekly drills and instruction
at the Vancouver naval division, HMCS
Discovery, and there they are carefully
watched and guided by permanently
appointed naval officers specifically
assigned to their care.

Thus after a further four years of
university and summer naval training,
the successful cadets graduate with an
engineering, science or other honours
degree and continue their career in the
Royal Canadian Navy as acting sub-
lieutenants.

HAT OF these older men whom
\;\/ you see at “Prep” School, and
petty officers who are so outstanding in
their appearance and bearing? These
men, the cream of the NCOs of the Fleet,
are under training to become commis-
sioned as branch officers. Highly skilled
professionally and outstanding in the
qualities of leadership, they have been
under observation for some years and
now, after a Fleet Selection Board, they
have come from various ships and estab-
lishments of the Royal Canadian Navy
to complete an intensified eight-month
course of liberal education.

These men, trade group four chief and
petty officers long in the service, need
very little further technical training at
this stage. What extra they are to get
will come later when they are commis-
sioned. What they do need however, is
an opportunity to make up for a lack
of basic formal education in some areas,
to broaden their minds with a sound
liberal approach such as they would get
at one of the better universities, to
think accurately and independently and
above all to express themselves clearly
with their pen and with their voice,

Their course, the Branch Officer Can-
didates’ Educational Course, is built up
of six subjects. Each subject in addition
to its own value as an intellectual dis-
cipline, is geared to effective written
and oral communication. Each subject
is so taught and handled that il affords
its share of opportunity to the instructor
to improve the student’s power of
speech and writing, and also to sow the
seeds of continued self-education in
carefully prepared soil.

OFFICERS’ RANK
ATTAINED BY 23

Twenty-three members of Branch
Officer Candidates’ Educational Course,
No. 3, graduated on June 2. It was the
end of eight intellectually active and
stimulating months; it was the begin-
ning of a new naval career as Branch
Officers. All 23 have been promoted to
the rank of Acting Commissioned
Officer,

The curriculum embraced six subjects:
mathematics, science, English literature,
history, political geography and com-
munication. Extra-curricular activities
included participation in a public speak-
ing contest sponsored by the Victoria
Toastmasters’ Club. Out of 47 entrants,
CPO P. B. Hunter won second prize and
CPO E. B. Irwin won third prize. Other
activities included visits to the provin-
cial legislature, the art gallery and the
Dominion Meteorological Observatory.

One hour a day was devoted to phy-
sical exercise and involved such sports
as badminton, squash, volleyball, and a
special form of branch officer candi-
dates’ basketball known only as “may-
hem ball.”

CPO C. G. Morris finished the course
with top honours, with an aggregate
mark of 87.5 percent. Close behind were
CPO R. W. Estes and PO Frank
Stafford.

Following special leave, 18 of the
graduates will go to Cornwallis for a
divisional officers’ course and thence to
their respective appointments. The other
five will arrive at Cornwallis August 14,

The candidates give many lectures in
all their subjects. This gets them on to
their feet and talking. Both the manner
of speaking and the merits of the con-
ient are continuously under searching
criticism. Recordings and playbacks of
reading aloud, debating, stump-speaking,
committee work, play-reading, wran-
gling, argument and discussion are
features common to all their g.tudies.

The candidates, by both precept and
example, are taught to seek out accurate
information for themselves. A great
deal of their lecturing involves advanced
and discerning research. Facts, which
for so many years have been their most
important criteria in their trade and
technical approach to the navy, now
take a position of slightly less promi-
nence. Facts are still important, but the
premium set upon them is not so great
as to leave no time for the development
of the critical faculty, the ability to
reason, to select, to weigh, to consider
and to decide. Discernment in all things,
in language, ideas, manners, in living,
discernment in every phase of hhuman
intellectual and social activity, best
sums up the aim of the course.

The third BOCEC recently completed
training and graduated on June 2. There
were 23 candidates, all of whom were
successful.

The subjects include mathematics,
modern science, English literature, his-
tory including the development of
Canadian government, oral and written
communication—and political geography.
Once into the swing of these subjects
the branch officer candidates get a great
deal out of them and put a great deal
into them. The qualities which brought
these men from seamen with but
seventh, eighth or ninth grade educa-
tions to first class non-commissioned
officers at the top of their trades, now
result in work that is refreshing in its
enthusiasm, reassuring in its maturity
and sound judgment, and above all
satisfying to the instructor in its intel-
lectual modesty and the eagerness with
which the truth of matters is sought.
No university could wish for more,

A feature of the course is the inclusion
of guest speakers., Good speakers, ex-
perts in their fields, are invited to
address BOCEC candidates. They come
from the services, industry, universities;
some are world travelers, others have
been engaged in specialized government
and United Nations service. Visits to
factories, observatories, centres of art
and culture are also arranged, usually in
the evenings. Whenever possible the in-
vitations are extended to the candidates’
wives. These branch officer candidates,
too, have their social program.
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To prevent wholesale disaster, the
RCN-USN Exercise Beagle One had to
be interrupted so that the warships
concerned could help beleaguered fishing
vessels caught in the vicious gale of
March 21.

The first call that week came from
the 68-foot dragger Musquaro, crippled
and leaking badly that morning about
40 miles off Halifax. The aerial search
involved a Banshee initially, then two
Trackers plus an RCAF Canso from
Greenwood, N.S. HMCS Kootenay was
diverted and stood by the vessel for 18
hours, until relieved by the Navy’s
ocean tug St. Charles, which escorted
her on a painful journey to a commercial
harbour tug at Halifax.

Throughout the week, .the warships
were having their bruises from the 40-
foot waves, too, with a variety of
weather deck damage resulting. The
Musquadro incident would have involved
two other destroyer escorts, since they
were also diverted to help. Both were
laboring towards Halifax, each with a
hospital case to land. The Nootka was
so laden with ice—more than 100 tons
of it—she couldn’t turn off course to
help. The Restigouche, also iced up,
managed to turn away from the run to

port all right but wasn't needed when

it was found the Kootenay was nearer
the vessel. The Musquaro limped into
Halifax March 23, only to be towed
back to port again with much the same
troubles the next time she put out.

Meanwhile, three Lockeport fishing
vessels were unheard from in the wake
of the quick storm. All Exercise Beagle
forces began to scour the 120-by-100-
mile Emerald banks. Bits of wreckage
were sighted and picked up by various
Canadian warships. Weather conditions
hampered the aerial searching.

The destroyer escort Algonquin was -

having her hands full with the storm-
battered Felix and Florence Hickey. The
Algonquin spread oil on the heaving
waves and tried three times to take the
six crewmen off by inflatable life raft.
A perilous night was spent by the
Hickey people on board their vessel and
in the morning, the Algonquin was re-
lieved by the CNAV Fort Frances. The
Foundation tug Vigilant eventually came
up early on the 24th and towed the
Hickey to Shelburne, N.S.

The toll climbed to 17 lives, leaving
60 children fatherless in Lockeport,
N.S. The full-scale search was reduced
March 25. The RCAF maintained aerial

survey, as weather permitted, into the
following week, without reward.

Early in April, a fund was established
in Lockeport for the relief of the
bereaved families. Among the early
contributors were sailors of HMCS
Kootenay, who put up the unusually
large sum of $500 after a welfare
meeting. The money was turned over
to the manager of the Royal Bank in
Halifax along with a copy of the ship’s
badge, for onward transmission to
Lockeport. After 18 hours of standing
by the storm-tossed and sore-distressed
Musquaro, the Kootenay sailors had a
fair notion of what it takes to be a
fisherman on the treacherous Atlantic.

Two other ships which had taken an
active part in the search for the fishing
craft were quick to volunteer financial
assistance to the Lockeport families.

From the RCN’s largest ship, the
Bonaventure, came a cheque for $1,036
—a gift prompted by the realization on
the part of the aircraft carrier’s offi-
cers and men of the terrible ordeal
undergone by the fishermen.

The frigate Inch Arran, which had
also steamed through the thick of the
storm in search of the missing men,
gave $100 to the fund.

Machines Gather ‘Usage’ Facts

FURTHER, and significant, step in

making even more efficient the
Navy’s supply system began on April
21, when Rear-Admiral K. L. Dyer, Flag
Officer Atlantic Coast, officially put into
operation the Halifax Data Processing
Centre in the Dockyard.

The Centre is an installation of punch-
card equipment which will collect
“usage” information on the material re-
quirements of the ships in both the
Atlantic and Pacific Commands.

Need for such an installation has been
dictated by the almost phenomenal
growth of material requirements of war-
ships so that they can remain effective
in the rapid evolution of naval warfare.
For example, Nelson’s Victory required
something on the order of 800 items of
stores to outfit her for action at sea, a
Second World War destroyer escort re-
quired nearly 6,000 items and today’s
modern Restigouche class destroyer
escort requires 27,000 items on board to
support her operations.

The Navy has roughly the same
amount of money allocated for the pur-
chase of material today as there was
during the Korean conflict, but prices
have risen in the intervening years, as
all housewives are aware.
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This dollar squeeze demands that the
Navy apply the best of modern man-
agement methods to expenditures. Mate-
rial requirements have to be more
exactly calculated to ensure their best
use, costs must be kept down, yet ships
still must go to sea capable of meeting
their commitments and able to sustain
themselves for long periods.

The Data Processing Centre is one of
the steps the Service is taking to meet
most efficiently these conflicting aims.
It will collect information on material
usage from the fleet and from it produce

a variety of reports for various naval
agencies. The reports will analyse costs,
list all material used, list all the equip-
ment fitted in a ship and what they
need to make them tick, list items not
in stock when wanted, and list items
needed but not previously carried.

The reports will provide even more
realistic allowances for ships by indi-
cating where some stocks of items should
be pruned, others increased.

Officer-in-charge of the Centre is Lt.-
Cdr. E. V. Margetts. During the initial
stages of getting the Centre underway,
he was assisted by I. L. de Carle, civil
servant from Naval Headquarters. There
is a staff of 27 civilian employees, all. of
whom are residents of Nova Scotia.
Supervisors are J. H. Tillman', Mrs.
L. B. Kelly, and G. E. O, Osborne,

Equipment in the Centre is rented
from International Business Machines
Corporation and consists of 33 machines,
including punches, verifiers, sorters, re-
producers, interpreters, collators and
accounting machines. The Model 604
Electronic Calculator is the only ma-
chine of its type in the Maritimes. It
performs the calculations for the Usage
Control System at the rate of 100 a
minute,






























The Tale

of
A Shirt

HE CUTTY SARK’S lost cutty sark
T has been found, but there must be
a lot more to the story than appears in
the recent press report:

“LONDON (CP)—The famous tea
clipper Cutty Sark will again wear her
‘short shirt’ masthead emblem. It was
lost in 1895, but turned up in a recent
auction.”

Basil Lubbock, in The Log of the
Cutty Sark gives a much later date for
the disappearance of the emblem, which
he described as a “golden shirt or cutty
sark which fitted over the pin at the
main truck.”

Mr. Lubbock also says: “Captain
Willis [the original owner] presented this
emblem to the ship after her defeat of
the Thermopyle in the race home from
Sydney in 1885. It was a challenge to
the golden cock at the Thermopyle’s
masthead.

~ “Captain Woodget [her most famous
commander] told me it was made out of
some non-rust yellow metal. It was still
aflaat when the ‘Cutty’s’ mainmast went
over the side off the Cape in 1917; some
day perhaps it may be washed ashore on
the Cape Coast, when it will certainly
mystify those who find it.”

It is equally mystifying to learn that
the golden shirt has turned up in an
auction room. But at least it is possible
to explain, for the sake of those who do
not speak the Doric or have never read
Burns, how a short shirt came to be
associated with the tea clipper. In his
poem “Tam o’ Shanter”, Robert Burns
tells how his hero was riding home after
supping many good Scots chopins of
nappy (look out for the Scotch Ale if
you are ever in the Clyde) when he
came to “Alloway’s auld haunted kirk.”

The light was blazing out of every
window, for a coven of witches was
holding a sabbath within. The Devil
was sitting on the sill of the east window
playing the pipes for the witches’
dancing. “The mirth and fun grew fast
and furious” and the dancers found the
pace so hot that they got rid of most of
their clothes. Many of them were what
one might expect in witches, but:

“There was ae winsome wench and

walie

That night enlisted in the core,

Her cutty sark of paisley harn,

That while a lassie she had worn,
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In longitude though sorely scanty,

It was her best, and she was
vauntie.”

Or, as a Sassenach might say: there was
one fine wench, and she had grown out
of her shift. Her name, it appears was
Nannie.

Nannie- was by far the liveliest and
best dancer, and Tam, watching at the
window, felt obliged to applaud. He
roared out: “Weel done, Cutty Sark.”

The lights went out, Tam shipped up
his mare, and the witches were after
him. He made for the Brig o’ Doon, for
he knew that witches cannot cross a
running stream in pursuit of a victim.
Again Nannie led the coven and she
caught the mare by the tail, just as she
reached the keystone of the bridge. But
Meg, the mare, made one desperate
effort:

“Ae spring brought aff her master

hale,

But left behind her ain grey tail.”

Thus it was, when John Willis, a Scot,
was casting about for a name for what
he hoped would be the fastest of all
clippers, he thought of Burns’ fleet-
footed witch. She later fulfilled his
hopes, logging 15 knots over a day’s run
many times. But he was not satisfied
with a fast and profitable ship, he re-
quired one that was beautiful and had
her embellished with all the skill of the
ship-carver that his money could com-
mand, commissioning Mr. F. Hellyer of
Blackwall for the work. To quote Lub-
bock again: “. . . his conception of
Nannie, the beautiful witch, her hand
reached out in pursuit of Tam o’ Shanter
and her long black hair flying in the
wind. was considered a magnificent ex-
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ample of his art. .. . When the Cutty
Sark was in port it was the custom to
get a long horse’s tail and put it in
Nannie’s hand to represent the old
mare’s tale, which the beautiful witch
pulled off. . ..

“Captain John Willis instructed
Hellyer to put forward all his talent and
spare no expense in pertraying Burns’s
great poem in carved wood upon bow
and stern of the Cutty Sark. Thus Tam
o’ Shanter on his grey mare ‘Meg’ was
to be seen riding along the clipper’s
quarter whilst the witches in very
scanty attire were shown dancing in
great abandon on the scroll work of the
Cutty’s bow.

“This artistic masterpiece, however,
was too much for the well-known mid-
Victorian delicacy in such matters and
[Willis] had the naked witches
removed.”

Nannie lost her head and arm in a
gale in the Roaring Forties long ago and
the complete figurehead was replaced
with an inferior substitute. When the
ship was turned over to the National
Maritime Museum at Greenwich re-
cently, a third figurehead was made for
her and now the masthead “cutty sark”
has returned-—-but how about those
dancing witches?

Burns drew a moral from the tale,
which should be remembered by seamen
going ashore in the Clyde, or anywhere
else for that matter:

“Whene’re to drink you are inclined,

Or Cutty Sarks run in your mind,

Think, you may buy the joys too

dear,

Remember Tam o’ Shanter’s mare.”

—Ph. Ch.
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