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LADIES, AND MEN, of the month
are those good Canadian cilizens
who, ever since the first RCN de-
CONTENTS siroyers went fo the Far East in the
summer of 1980, have been filling
Page ditty bags destined for Canadian
RCN News Review : ) sailors serving in the Korean theatre,
The dilly bags are packed by
. . members of Navy League of Canada
A Thriving Community. . . . . . .. . . ... .. ... 4 branches across the couniry and are
shipped by the Navy League in
Man of the Month . . . . . . . 6 cartons to the Naval Supply Depot
at Esquimalt. From there they are.
' dispatched by the Navy to Japan.
The Buoy-Busters . . . . . .. ... ... 7 Containing reading matter, sta-
- tionery, foilet articles and other -
Wei-Hai-Wei, 1900-1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 9 amenities, the ditty bags are probably
even more popular now than they
) were during the Second World War.
Officersand Men . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 10 For not only do they provide comforts
lor the sailors bul, coming as they do
Afloat and Ashore . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. 14 from persons unknown to the recipi-
ents, they serve as reminders that °
. the men in Korea are not forgotten
Test Pilot’s Task Is ToughOne . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 20 by the people back home.
: Nor .is the Navy League the only
Germany’s Sailors. . . . . . . . . .. . .. ... 22 organization sending comforts to ser-
vicemelil i(ril1 KOfeﬁ. Otherséi both
national and local, have picked up in
The Navy Plays . . . ... ... 24 many cases where they left off at the
end of the Second World War.
GB"CY Dell . . . . . . . . .o 27 In the phOtO on the opposite page,
%PO Ge%rge VangerV Haegan, of
; orkton, Sask., an ictoria, cox-
Lower Decl(‘Promotlons S S 2 swain of HMCS Athabaskan, passes
on a ditty bag, and the Navy League’s
I's Really Not So Bad . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 31 good wishes, to AB Donald Hunt, of
Windsor, Ont., {ollowing the arrival
of a recent shipment on board the
destroyer. (AN-170).
SUBSCRIPTION RATE
: The Crowsnest may be sub-
Cover Photo — Due to operational requirements, the Cana- scribed for at the rate of $1 for 12
dian destroyers serving in the Korean theatre seldom see one issues.
another, either at sea or in port. Circumstances worked in their I?ersons dfasirous o_f receiving
favor at Christmas time, however, and for a brief while all three their own private copies by mail
e berthed abreast at Kure, Japan. The photo shows the ShO'.’Id send their orders, accom-
were et 1 Jap I k . panied by cheque or money order
Athabaskan about to come alongside the Crusader on arrival in made out to the Receiver éeneral
Kure from patrol. They were joined later by the Haida and for a of Canada, to:—
short 12 hours three Canadian Blue Ensigns flew side by side. THE QUEEN'S PRINTER,
(CU-398). ’ 75 ST. PATRICK STREET,
OTTAWA, ONT.
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Vignettes from Naval History

OT far {from waters in which

Canadian warships have been
operating for the past two and a half
years is the island of Wei-lHai-Wei., It
lies off the north coast of the Chinese
province of Shantung and is about
75 miles across the Yellow Sea {rom
the Korean coastal area in which
Canada’s destroyers have logged most
of their mileage since joining the
United Nations fleet.

Wei-Hai-Wei first appeared in the
annals of the Royal Navy 50-odd
years ago, when it was leased to His
Majesty's Government by the Im-
perial Chinese Government as a
coaling depot for His Majesty’s ships,
Primarily, however, it served the fleet
as a summer resort where ships’
companies could escape the enervating
climate of Hong Kong, the normal
naval base.

The island, known in Chinese as
Liu-Kung-Tau, is roughly five miles
long. It was at one time heavily
fortified by the Chinese under expert
German supervision, but all the guns
were destroyed by the Japenese in
1894. The massive reinforced con-
crete emplacements survived, as well
as the tunnelled magazine chambers.
A prominent hill on the north side of
the island commanded both easterly
and westerly approaches to the fleet
anchorage, which was considered one
of the best in Oriental waters and
was out of thé normal typhoon area.

In 1910 a naval signal station on the
hilltop, at an elevation of roughly
800 feet, was manned by signalmen
from the Royal Marine island guard
and kept a 24-hour watch, signalling
not only naval movements but those
of merchant shipping as well. Hoist-
ing of a mail pendant signified the
approach of a mail steamer and was
an event of general interest both
ashore and afloat.

For a few years after the Boxer
Rebellion of 1900, Britain had a
large fleet in Far Eastern waters. It
included battleships (Glory, Cen-
turion, Barfleur), a heavy and light
cruiser squadron, a destroyer flotilla,
several sloops and sundry shallow
draft craft principally for Yangtsze
river work. By 1910 all battleships
had been withdrawn and in that year
. the fleet included the Flag (King
Alfred), three County class cruisers
(Monmouth, Bedford and Kent), six

WEI-HAI-WEI, 1900-1910
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destroyers, the Admiral's yacht Ala-
crity (a beautiful ship with clipper
bow) and numerous smaller vessels.

Strangely enough, each of the
County class ships was destined to
make naval history, The Monmouth
was lost in the ill-fated action off
Coronel in 1914; the Bedford ran
ashore on Quelpart Island, off the
southerly tip of Korea, became a
total loss and was looted by the
natives after being abandoned; the
Kent survived to avenge the Mon-
mouth’s loss when, in the action off
the Falkland Islands, she supported
the battle cruisers in the destruction
of the German ships Scharnhorst and
Gneisnau.

Naval life at Wei-Hai-Wei, both
ashore and afloat, provided the usual
amenities and a maximum of sports
which included fleet regattas, soccer,
tennis, hockey and rifle competitions.
Although it was a notably healthy
spot, there was a compact and
efficient naval sick quarters ashore to
take care of all medical needs and,
incidentally, look after war reserve
medical stores. ‘

Personnel attached to the naval
depot lived in separate quarters and
received extra pay and allowances
known then as ‘“Compensation and
Colonial”’. The currency was the
Mexican dollar stabilised at a value
of 50 cents. The various naval messes
competed for the excellence of their
menus and culinary art. The standard
of living was exceptionally good.
Chinese cooks looked after the galleys.
Fresh foods were remarkably cheap:
Ten dozen eggs cost about 50 cents;
a prime chicken—even if lean at
times—rarely cost more than a dime
a pound; good roast beef averaged
the same.

Laundry cost three cents per gar-
ment and this included white sum-
mer uniforms. The leading Chinese
tailor, by the way, made a fortune in
a very brief period. His nickname
was ‘‘Jelly Belly”. He weighed nearly
300 pounds and was the essence of
good mature. He shipped naval
uniforms all over the world long after
Britain abandoned the island, relying
on an efficient card index of measure-
ment and his reputation for fair
dealing.

During the long winter months

when the fleet was in southern waters,
the permanent depot staff (excluding
the Royal Marine guard) rarely
exceeded 50 all ranks under a Naval
Officer in Charge with the rank of
Commander. They played soccer
almost daily and could always rely
on several weeks of skating in an
empty coal shed flooded for the
purpose. A first-rate naval canteen
provided the usual facilities as well
as beer brought out from England
in casks. Naval stores were replen-
ished at regular intervals by char-
tered storeships and colliers averaging
12,000 tons, Welsh coal only was
used, In emergencies, staples could
be drawn from the naval base at
Hong Kong, and mail took ten days
to the United Kingdom via Siberia
and Shanghai.

Those of us who had the privilege
of serving at Wei-Hai-Wei will always
retain happy memories of this once
important naval outpost.

Port and Starboard

The word “Starboard” is a survival
of the days when ships were steered
by an oar on the quarter, called a
“steer-board’’. This oar was always on
the same side and this eventually
became known as the ‘‘Steer-board
Side”. The oar was put on the right
side because this was the easier side
for a man to work it.

With a steering oar out, the ships
naturally came alongside with the other
side ‘to", so as not to damage the
steering oar and so that it would be
out of the way. The loading of ships
was therefore generally carried out
over the left side, which became
known as the ‘“Ladeboard" and later
as the “Larboard” side. In some of
the larger ships a door was cut in the
“Larboard” side to facilitate loading,
It was called a ‘“‘Port"” (from the
French word for door). This term for
the left hand side of a ship came into
use in 1840 officially, as there was
great confusion between the terms
"Larboard” and “Starboard”. And
thus it is that the modern terms
“Starboard’” and ‘“Port" developed.

An interesting sidelight .is the fact
that in a similar way the present
day custom of the ‘‘Starboard’” side
bemg used by the Admiral and Senior
-Officers developed. This came about
because the ancient Captains, not
wanting to be disturbed by the noises
of their ship being loaded on the
“Larboard” side, always used the
“Starboard” side,—P,C.N.
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GERMANY’S SAILORS

«The following article, contributed by a retired
naval officer now in civil life in Europe, is in
no way an official article. It is printed as there
are many in the Navy who will certainly be
interested to know what has happened, or is
happening, to the German Navy. Opinions
expressed are the author's own.

N Germany’s Baltic coast the

city of Kiel, the Halifax of the
former German Navy, today awaits
the impending revival of German
armed power and wonders what this
will mean [or Kiel. The greatest em-
phasis in the German contribution to
the hew Furopean Defence Com-
munity will be on army and air force
units, but there will also be a naval
contingent of sorts. Kiel, located at
the eastern end of the 66-mile canal
which links the North Sea with the
Baltic, cannot fail to be involved in
any revival of German naval activity.

In the days before the war, Kiel
had a population of some 260,000, plus
a regular naval population of about
30,000. When the whole fleet was in
— the largest battleship could enter
the triple-gated harbor — the naval
population swelled to about 100,000,

Now not only are there no longer
the streams of sailors who flowed
into the city from the ships’ liberty
boats, but even the landing stages
to which the liberty boats came have
disappeared. The nearest thing to a
warship still to be seen in Kiel today
are several corvettes waiting to be
converted into whaling ships. On two
the numbers were still visible: K-101
and K-139. Subsequent inquiry re-
vealed they had once been Canadian,
the Nanaimo and the Moncton.

For ex-naval personnel-in Kiel the
past several years have been hard
ones indeed. The city had been
- geverely bombed, and the military
collapse deprived it of that part of
its economic life which came from
being a Navy town. Moreover, stop-
page of work in the city's three
shipyards meant the disappearance of
30,000 jobs. The technically trained
_ men left to go to the Ruhr industries,
but those without special training
mostly stuck it out in Kiel.

Time, however, heals many wounds
and mnow things are better. The
Germans are by nature a hard-
working people with a gift — some-
times a dangerous gift — for bringing
order out of chaos. In the post-war
demolitions one shipyard was spared
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and today it employs 6,000 persons,
although some 2,000 of these are
there simply to spread the available
work.

Great ingenuity has been shown in
the reconstruction of the city. For
instance, from the rubble left by
the wartime bombings and the post-
war demolitions, the people of Kiel
collect sizable chunks, add cement
and tumble the resulting mass into
large block-shaped wooden casts. On
an open beach that -was once a
shipyard one can see a whole array
of these blocks set out to dry. When
dry they provide large, strong building
blocks that have required relatively
little cement. From the ruins sufficient
material has been recovered in this
way to build several modern looking
buildings to house light industries.

The dominant characteristic to be
found among the ex-Navy crowd in
Kiel is certainly the group solidarity
that persists from their Navy days.
An ex-PO in the U-boat service,

now with the harbor police, told me -

his best memories were of the com-
radeship he had known in the Navy.
His eyes lighted up as he said it.
Others said the same thing, and in
this respect the German lower deck
was clearly much like our own.
Moreover, this feeling of kinship was
still running strong. The manager
of the Kiel Ostseehalle, a new munici-

Mystery Solved

“The sixth man’’ could well be the
theme of an intriguing mystery story
that came out of a study in field gun
drill recently conducted by the former
head of the naval motion study unit
of the British Admiralty.

Mr. K. F. H. Murrell said in an
address to the psychology section of
the. British Association that one of
the first tasks during an army.motion
study unit project was to find out
why Number 6 always stood stiffly at
attention during field gun drill.

- ““The drill was photographed”, he
said, “and it was found that Number
6 stood stiffly at attention at the back
of the gun doing absolutely nothing’’.

Inquiries were made but nobody
seemed to know just what Number 6
was supposed to do. “Number 6 had
always been in the drill book as long
as they could remember”, added
Mr. Murrell. “Eventually an ancient
sergeant major was unearthed with
Boer War medal ribbons up, and he
said — ‘I know who Number 6 was.
He was the man who used to hold the

(2]

horses’.

pal arena for theatrical presentations,
sports events, etc., turned out to be
an ex-Navy type. He was still in
contact with an immense number of
former shiprnates, and every one of
his employees was ex-Navy.

When a new German Navy comes
it will be too late for most of these
men to return. As always, it will be
youth that is called to the lower deck.
The German naval contribution,
under the European Defence Com-
munity contract now awaiting ratifi-
cation, would consist of a coastal
defence contingent, roughly one third
of which would be in the reserve.
Administrative duties of an essentially
shore nature would be carried out by
civilians.

The naval people in Bonn would
like to have some sort of naval air
strength, and hope to be able to
persuade the future German air force
to relinquish. a few planes from its
quota.

As regards ships, there will be
minelayers, minesweepers, motor tor-
pedo boats, motor gun boats, tugs,
tankers, etc.

The defence headquarters in Bonn
is at present known as ‘‘Dienststelle
Blank”. The naval section consists of
only a handful of persons so far,
and is expected to grow only in ones
and twos, at least for the time being.
The planning done so far has only
been a sort of pre-planning in open
discussion, since there is as yet no
stalf to draw up detailed plans either
for ships’ organization or for training
establishments. In any event, the
naval activity envisaged is not for
striking purposes, but for coastal
defence. Thus it is very much subor-
dinated to the other two services.

As regards the major ships there are
said to be as yet no final plans. It
is not yet certain what weapons will
be available or most desirable, and
their nature will greatly affect the
ship designing. Bonn says that in any
event they want the best weapons,
particularly for anti-aircraft defence.
The ships will only be built after
ratification of the defence contract.
Thus, there can hardly be any mine-
layers or 'sweepers before 1954.

So far, then, there has been no real
revival of a German naval lower deck.
This is still in the future, but when
it comes, even il only as part of a
coastal defence service, one might





















LOWER DECK PROMOTIONS

Following is a further list of
promotions of men on the lower deck.
The list is arranged in alphabetical
order, with each man's new rating,
branch and trade group shown op-
posite his name.

RCN
ACKERMAN, Willlam E......... C2CK3
ANDERS, GeorgeL,............. C1AW3
ASH, Maurice. . veenenon. LSCRL
ATKINS I‘douald] .............. LSRW3
BARRETT, Robert K............ LSSM1
BARRY, William S...............P1SW2
BATES, Alan W, ................ LSRN3
BAYLEY, AllanF................LSCK1
BENWELL, George D........,...LSRD3
BEVAND, Leslie G,..............LSRS3
BISHOP, Lawrence B.,...........C1SH4
. BOISSEAU, Pietre J,.............LSRD3
BONSANT, Joseph R............. LSPW2
BOURASSA, Raymond M......... L.SVS1
BOURQUE, Donald J............ LSCK1
BRANDES, Ole R.. ......LSBD2
BROOKES, William R .....P2BD3
BROWN, Lorne L.......coiieun.. LSCV1
BURROUGHSFORD, Bruce L..... P1LA2
COLDWELL, William T..........L.SSM1
CAMPBELL, Robin A........... . LSSM1
CARLYON, Henry R............. LSLR1
CAVAN, JohnW.....,...........LSEG3
CLARKSON, Henry L............LSNS1
CUNNINGHAM, James J........ LSCIK2
D’ACEY, Edward J............... LSPW1
DANIS, Garry J...... LSBD2
DAWSON, Donald F ,.LSVS1

DENT, Donald H................ LSSM1

DIONNE, Frederick ]. vivvieo.....LSSW1
DIXON, James W., ....LLSNS1
DOBSON John R., ..LSAW1
DODSVVORT]I William B. . ..CI1SM3
DONCASTER, 'Glenn M... .. P2CK2
DONKIN, Charles F...... ... ... LSEG3
FALLAHAY, Ronald J........... LSRN3
FASCIANO, Frank...............LSCK1
FITZGERALD, Ernest........... LSPW1
FORTIN, Emilien J.............. PIMA2
FOURNIER, Gerard J............LSSW1
GANNON, Thomas M............LSSW1
GODDARD, Robert S............ P2SM2
GOULDIE, Gordon C,........... P2SM2
GRAHAM, Allasteir P......,.....C1SH4
GREEN, ]ohn .. s, LSVS1
GRII‘FITI—IS Robert G...........LSSM1
HALLE, Jacques J............... LSSM1
HENAULT, Roland J............. LSSW1
HILES, Melvin A................ P2SM2
HOLDEN, Angus................ P25SM2
HUGHES, John.................. CINS3
HUMMEL, Ramon ..., ... e LSCK1
JONAS, Roland H.,............. . LSRW3
JONES, Stanley H............... LSSM1
JONES, Thomas................. LSSM1
JORDAN, Maurice O.............LSEG3
KASBRICK, Theodore............ LSVS1
KATZER, Robert Ao P2VS2
KEEIL Fl{ Anthony P............ LSRS3
' K]LBURN, JackE...............LSRN3
KING,EricT....,...coovvvin LSRS3
KOLESAR, LeslieV.............. P1SM2

LABUTE, Kenneth J............. LSAOQ1
LANGTON, James T............. LLSSM1
LAY, Chester F.................. P1VS3
LEGIER, Eugene G.............. LLSVS1
LLEGRAND, Donald L............ LSRN3
LIZOTTE, Rosaire J.............. LSSW1
LOVE,DavidD................. ., LSCK1
McGORAN, James P,............ L.SSW1
McLEOD, James G...............LSCK]
McRAE, AllanR................. LSEG3
MacDONALD, Elwood J.......... C2TA4
MARTELLE, Joseph C........... LSSM1
MONAGHAN, Richard E,,....... LSRS3

MORGAN, Kenneth N P25SM2
MOSHER, Wilson W,.,...,....... 1.SCK1
MOSLIN, Edward S.............. PISW2
MURPHY, Barry J..cooooivvvnnn. LSCV1
NICHOLLS, Boyd M,............ C25M3
PARE, Edward J................. LSRW3
PARIS, Arthur T.................LSBD2
PARK, John W................... LSBD2
PATTISON, Lorne C............. P2VS2
PECK, Ra]ph V.. v, LLSBD2
PHILL]PS Edward C..... . ... .. LSSM1
POIRIER, ]oqeph E.. ......LSSM1
PO]TRAS, Everett J............. LSMA1
POTTER, John J................ P2SW2
PROCEVIAT, Willred G.......... 1.SSM1
RAINES, Willlam F........,.....C25H4
REDLIN, James F............... LSSM1
RELES, Vincent W............... LSSM1
RIOUX, Ernest...ocovnvvennn, .. LSRW3
ROGERS, Thomas S.............. LSEF3
SCHILBERG, William,........... LLSNS1
SCHWARTZ, Donald H.......... LSSM1
SCOTT, Charles T............... LSSM1
SHERBER, John J............ ... LSSW1
SINCLAIR, Thomas E............ LSEF3
SINCLAIR, William P......... .. .LSSM1
SMITH, PeterL................. LSVS1
SPELLER, Frank E s, LSSMI1
STAMPE, Danny H..............LSEG3
STINSON, Douglas R.,.......... LSSW1
STOBBS, Thomas W............. LSSW1
SYMCHYCH, Joe J.............. LSBD2
THOMPSON, Russell I........... LSSW1
TIMMS, James E................ LSVS1
TYLER, William H.............. LSSW1
WATTS, Keith M................LSEF3
WILSON, Lewis E............... LSSW1
WOODS, Eugene G I LSEF3
VVRIGH"I Frederick F............ C1SH4
YOUNG, Herbert G.............. C25W3
RCN(R)
AULT,S................ ..t C2SM3
BAKER, K.H................... P1QMS
BROTHERS, J.J................ C2CV3
BROWN, JAA. ..., C1QR1
CARTER, L. A.................. C2MM3
CLEWS, W.H................... C2CV3
CONLEY,P. R P2LRS
COTE,G. F..................... LSQR1
DOBBIE, A..................... CI1PB3
DUNSMORE,R.T.............. LSAAS
FARRELL, R, H................. P2LRS
GLASGOW, J.M................ CI1CK3
HAZZARD, H.O................ LSCR1
HICKS, C.G...............0.. . LSBD2

IRWIN, W, B P1CV3
KNIGHTON, C.W... .o LSSM1
LITTLE, A. G..oooveeeeeae LSBD1
MacMILLAN, R. A, .o ns C2SM3
MATHESON, G. W..... ... ... LSAW?2
MUNRO, G. T................... LSQR1
NORMAN, H. E ..C2MM3
RICHARDSON, R. W........... C20MS
WEINSTEIN, H.T...........oo LSNS1
WOCKS, J.R....... 0. CICR3

TV AUDIENCES
SEE NAVAL EPIC

Television audiences in the Toronto
and Montreal areas are being treated
by the CBC each Sunday and Mon-
day night, respectively, to a massive
documentary series of Allied naval
actions in the Second World War.
“Victory At Sea' is a 13-hour film
produced by NBC-RCA Victor in
co-operation with the USN, the
Royal Navy, the RCN and other
Allied naval powers. Also in its
sequences are thousands of feet of
film showing the war at sea {rom the
eyes of the Germans, Italians and
Japanese.

Divided into 26 individual presen-
tations, ‘“Victory At Sea’ takes its
viewers from the Battle of the
Atlantic to the Far East and includes
action in the Mediterannean, the
attack on Pearl Harbor, the Battle
of Midway and other notable engage-
ments. Nearly 60,000,000 feet of film
were screened during the production
of the series—a task that would take
one man three years of continuous
sitting beside a 16mim motion picture
projector. The 1nusical score for
“Victory At Sea” was written by
Richard Rodgers of “Oklahomal”
fame.

The Canadian Broadcasting Cor-
poration commenced televising the -
program in late December 1952, The
26-week series is currently being
shown on BBC television in the
United Kingdom and NBC-TV in
the United States.

Two Canadian naval officers have
been introducing ‘Victory At Sea”
to the CBC audiences, Lieut. J. F.
Howard, RCN(R), from HMCS
York, Toronto, and Commander
Marcel Jette, RCN, Commanding

-Officer, HMCS D’Iberville, Quebec.
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