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was appointed in command of the
Micmac.

Lieut.-Cdr. (G) Joseph M. Paul,
joined the school as senior staff officer
from the Haidae where he served as
Executive Officer.

Lieut.~-Cdr. (G) Murray Waymouth,
formerly senior staff officer in the school,
has been appointed to the Quebec as
gunnery officer.

CPOs L. J. Laferniere, Clarence E.
Farndale and Walter Nettleton have left
the School to join the Micmac.

CPOs William Aveling and Jack
Rafter left the School to join HMS
Excellent for the Commissioned Gun-
ners’ Course.

CPO Herman Heppell from the School
relieved CPO George Coles in the Haida.
CPO Coles has since jointed the staff,

Welcomed additions to the staff dur-
ing September included CPOs Ralph
Fade, Richard Aldhelm-White, William
Belle-Fontaine, Robert Warne and PO
C. R. Thomas. These five Chief and
Petty Officers recently completed the
GIs’ course in Excellent. :

In a 10-month period 294 officers an
1,777 men from the Atlantic Command
completed the Small Arms Familiariza~
tion Course at Bedford and Debert rifle
ranges.

Torpedo Anti-Submarine School

Completion of UNTD training and
most reserve training has not resulted
in' a slack period for the TAS School,
" as two JOTLC classes have commenced.
JOTLC “I” class, which began TAS
training August 31, has taken sea train-
ing in Bermuda waters.

Commissioned Gunner (TAS) R. E.
Dorken has joined. the schwol staff for
a few weeks after service in Korean
waters. TAS School staff is pleased by
the selection of Cd. Gunners Dorken, A.
A. Butchart and Douglas Babineau for
the next Branch Officers’ Educational
Course.

CPO Harry S. Carson has joined the
instructional staff of the TAS School
from the Haidae. CPO Alexander R.
Watson has reinforced the instructional
staff while awaiting course.

NAVAL DIVISIONS
HMCS Scotian

A divisional officers’ course for- offi~
cers of Scotian started October 24. The
course includes administrative and field
training classes and is being held on
the week-ends to enable as many as
possible to attend. It is to continue
throughout the winter season and will
end with a mess dinner.

Under the command of Captain W. E.
S. Briggs, RCN(R), Ret’d, a former

1

officer of Scotian, Operation Cordex
was carried out to test the defence of
the Port of Halifax. Captain Briggs,
who was Seaward Defence Commander,
was assisted by several officers from
Scotian, including Lieut.-Cdr. D. J. P.
O’Hagan, Lieut.-Cdr. (SB) J. T. Burns
and Lieut.-Cdr. D. J. Williams., Com-~
mander W. E. Harrison, executive offi-
cer of Scotian, took part in both Cordex
and Mariner.

A get-together was held October 6 by
the Wrens of Scotian for those serving
on continuous naval duty with the regu-
lar force, The whole ship’s company
was invited fo attend and the party be-
gan after Evening Quarters. Among
those who are now taking their branch
courses on CND are Ord. Wren Con-
stance Purcell, Ord. Wren Mary Gosling
and Ord. Wren Doris Allsop.

HMCS Discovery

Change of command at Discovery was
the big news as the Vancouver naval
division started its fall and winter pro-
gramme. Acting Commander Jack
Stevenson, former executive officer, took
over from Commander Glen McDonald,
who has been captain for the past three
years,

Lijeut.-Cdr. Andy Ross, who has served
successively as new entry training offi-
cer, training commander and first lieu-
tenant, succeeded Commander Steven-
son as executive officer. Lieut.-Cdr.
Joseph Roberts, who had directed TAS
activities at Discovery, took over as
training commander. His duties in the
TAS division were assumed by Lieut.-
Cdr. Ian MacDonald, while Lieut. Glen
Hyatt became communication officer, re-
placing Lieut~Cdr. MaeDsnald.

A party was held in the ward-
room to honour Commander and Mrs.
Glen McDonald. They were presented
with a set of silver mugs, suitably en-
graved. In the absence of Commander
Stevenson, in the East for the COs’ con-
ference, Lieut.-Cdr. Ross, mess presi-
dent, was chairman.

Commodore Kenneth L. Dyer, in Van-
couver as principal speaker at Remem-
brance Day ceremonies at the Ceno-
taph, presented Coronation medals to
members of the ship’s company at eve-
ning quarters.

Those who received medals at Dis-
covery included Commander Stevenson,
Surgeon Captain David W. Johnstone,
Lieut.-Cdr. Ross, Lieut.-Cdr. Frank Tur-
ner, CO of the University of British
Columbia’s UNTD; Lieut.-Cdr. J. E.
Hanna, New Westminster Corps, RCSC,
CPO R. A. “Doc¢” Myles, CPO C. M.
Hartney, PO James Blight, PO Joseph
C. Williams, PO D. M. Harvey, and Ldg.
Sea. Lincoln W. Tyson. PO Harvey,

on CND, was unable to be present at
the original presentation parade and he
and PO Tyson, whose medal had been
sent to Donnacona by mistake, were
presented with their medals at a later
divisional parade.

HMCS Chippawa

The annual Trafalgar Day Ball was

held aboard Chippawa Friday, October
23, and was well attended.
" His Honour the Lieutenant Governor
of Manitoba, J. S. McDiarmid, and Mrs.
McDiarmid, Col. W. C. Dick, chief of
staff, Fort Osborne Barracks, and Mrs,
Dick, and Air Commodore J. T. Bryans,
Air Officer Commanding Stephenson
Field, and Mrs. Bryans, were among the
guests of the captain, Commander F, H.
Pinfold, and Mrs. Pinfold.

The band from the John Travers
Cornwell, VC, Sea Cadet Corps, played
before the dance got under way.

A special church parade was held on
October 25 in observance of Trafalgar
Day. Members of the ship’s company
and the Sea Cadets paraded to Holy
Trinity Church for services. Afterward,
Commander Pinfold laid a wreath on
the cenotaph, and the salute was taken
in the march past by Lieutenant Gov-
ernor McDiarmid. Rev. J. S. McKinney,
ship’s chaplain, conducted the services.

Sub.-Lieut. (W) E. A. Lang, assist-

~ant staff officer since November 1952,

has been appointed to HMCS Bytown.
Sub-Lieut. Lang joined the WRCNS in
1945, being discharged in 1946. She re-
entered in 1951 as a Leading Wren, and
was commissioned in June 1952,

A prospective new entry was christ-
ened at Chippawa recently. His name
—Brian Liston Burns McIlhagga, son
of Commander and Mrs. McIlhagga.
Chaplain McKinney conducted the ser-
vice.

Fourteen men, commanded by Lieut.
W. H. Wilson, attended a two-day shoot,
at the Canadian School of Artillery,
Camp Shilo. This marked the first time
that a naval gun crew from Winnipeg
had fired a 40mm Bofors. The results,
as judged by the Army range officer—
excellent. )

HMCS York

York’s VC 920 has completed its
training program at Shearwater.

The squadren’s four Harvards were
flown to Shearwater, October 3. Accom-
panying them was a Dakota transport,
carrying the balance of the nine pilots
taking training and five men.

While the pilots were taking their fly-
ing training, maintenance personnel
from York who went with the squadron
attended classes at the School of Naval
Aircraft Maintenance.
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Sailors on Snowshoes

Nine-Hundred-Mile March in Depth of

N THE STORY of Canada in colonial

times, there are to be found accounts
relating to the many occasions when the
men and ships of the Royal Navy came
to the defence of the colonies that today
comprise Canada. But the march in the
depth of winter by over two hundred
seamen from the Atlantic to I,ake On-
tario to help in the defence of what is
now Ontafio is perhaps unique in the
annals of the fleet.

‘When the United States declared war
on Great Britain in 1812, the latter,
though heavily engaged by Napoleon
in Europe, decided to drive American
shipping from the high seas and to re-
inforce the defences of Canada. Ameri-
can strategy called for the conquest of
the relatively unprotected settlements
of Canada by a three-pronged series of
-attacks through Detroit, Niagara, and
Montreal.

In Canada, it was known from the
earlier war experiénces of the Provin-
cial Marine, that because of the non-
existerice of roads, he whé commanded
the great inland waterways of the
Great Lakes and Lake Champlain, could
move troops at will and so maintain
the advantage on land. )

By the Autumn of 1813, the Canadians
and British were forced out of Detroit
after the complete defeat of the British
squadron at Put-in-Bay, Lake Erie. That
winter, it was a ship-builders’ war on
the shores of Lake Ontario, for at Sack:
ett’s Harbour, New York, and at King-
ston, the contenders for the control of

Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence.

raced through the winter months build-
ing ship-rigged sloops, frigates, and
even first-rate three-deckers.

To help man the fleet at Kingston,
more than two hundred seamen and
their officers landed at Saint John, N.B.,
from HMS Fantome . and
through the blizzards and privations of
the wilderness to the defence of Can-
ada less than a century and a half ago.

The following is an eyewitness account

of this epic journey, from the “Naval
Chronicle” of 1815. The writer’s in-
.dividualistic spelling has been left un-
touched. .
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" ment, a distance of 80 miles.

struggled.

Winter Unique in Naval History

Royal Hospital, Plymouth,
22nd October, 1814.
Mr. Editor,
I do myself the honour of transmit-
ting to you, an account of the march
of my youngest son, Lieutenant Henry
Kent, which if you think likely to prove
interesting to the readers of the NAVAL
CHRONICLE, the insertion of it will
oblige, Sir, your humble servant,
John Kent.

Extraordinary March of Lieutenant
Henry Kent, from St. John’s New
Brunswick, to Kingston, in Upper Can-
ada, being a distance of 900 Miles, in
the depth of the Winter.

Kingston, on Lake Ontario,

June 20th, 1814.

We left Halifax in the Fantome, on
the 22nd of January last, and arrived
at St. John’s (New Brunswick), on the
26th, making a passage of four days,
the weather extremely bad: the brig
appeared a complete mass of ice, it
freezing as fast as the sea broke over
us. The inhabitants of St. John’s came
forward in the most handsome manner
in a subscription to forward us in sleighs
to Frederickston, the seat of govern-
The sea-
men were divided into three divisions,
each of 70 men, the first under Captain
Collier, of the Manly, the second under
Lieutenant Russel, and the third under
myself. On the 29th of. January, the
first division proceeded about nine in
the morning, and in the afternoon the
second followed; the next morning I
disembarked, the rigging of all the ships
being manned, and the crews cheering
us. On landing, we were received by
the band of the 8th Regiment, and a
large concourse of people, who escorted
us to the sleighs, when we set off at
full sspeed. In eight houfs we went
fifty miles, and then halted for the
night at a small house on the banks of
the river; started again in the morning,
and in the afternoon. reached Freder-
ickston, and found both divisiens had
halted there. The seamen werée lodged
in a barrack, which was walled in, but
they soon scaled the walls, and were
running about the town; you may there-
fore judge what trouble we had to col-

lect them again. The seamen were now
divided into two divisions, the first un-
der Captain Collier’s' command, the sec-
ond under mine, as being the senior
officer.

On the 2nd of February, Captain Col-
lier - proceeded with his division in
sleighs, furnished by the inhabitants at
their own expense, and the day follow-

KINGSTON




ing I left it with mine: I was obliged
to leave one of my best seamen sick at
the hospital, frost bitten, and I have
since learnt he has lost two of his toes.
From Frederickston we continued on
the ice of the river St. John, except in
the places where, from shoals, the ice
is thrown up in heaps. The country,
after leaving Frederickston, is but thinly
inhabited; a settlement you may see
occasionally, but never more than three
houses together, I kept always in the
wake of the first division, halting where
they had the day before. On the third
evening, at the house where I halted,
I found the master of the Thistle a
corpse, having died with intense cold*
Captain Collier having made every ar-
rangement for burying him, I put his
body into a sleigh, and sent it to a
village a few miles distant. On the

7th reached Presque Isle, where there
is a barrack and depot for provisions,
but no houses near it; this place is 82
miles from Frederickston. Discharged
the sleighs, and began making prepara-
tions for our march, each of us being
furnished with a pair of snow shoes,
two pair of moccasans, a toboggin be-
tween every four men, a camp kettle
to every twelve, with axes and tinder-
box. As you may not know the use of
those articles by their Indian names, I
will endeavour to describe them. Snow
shoes are of singular shape, something
like a pear, formed by a hoop, and the
bottom of them netted across with the
hide of some animal; they are fixed on
by a strap round the heel, and tied
across the instep, as you do a pair
of skates; they are about two feet in
length, and one in breadth, Moccasans

are made of buffalo’s hide, sole and
tops in one, roughly sewed up with
twine, a stripe of hide run through
notches, cut round the quarters, to haul
it tight on your foot. Toboggins are
hand sleighs, about four feet in length,

.and one in breadth, made of such light

wood that they do not weigh above four
pounds, On these you lash your pro-
visions and clothes, and with the bight
of a rope over your shoulder, drag it
with great ease on the snow., I pro-
vided myself at Halifax with a jacket,
trowsers, and waistcoat, lined with fine
flannel, so that with those, three flannel
shirts, and a linen one on, three pair of
stockings, and a square piece of blanket
wrapped on my feet, with moccasans
over all, I felt pretty warm.

* The officer mentioned here was Mathew
Abdy, master of HMS Thistle, who died of
exposure February 5, 1814,—Ed.
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When You're Old and Lame

“Whew”, said Commissioned Writer
Officer A, L. G. Hayley, as he stood
dripping wet, tired and cold, “I'm glad
that’s over. It really wasn’t so hard,
although I had my doubts at the smoke-
hut, and once I nearly got ‘stuck in
the barbed wire trap.”

But I'm getling ahead of myself,

It was six weeks ago that the twelve
of us first came together in HMCS Corn-
wallis as a body. On Friday, September
11, 1953, we sat in a classroom at the
Leadership School, a dertain amount of
fear and doubt reflected in every eye,
and were told by the Officer-in-
Charge, Commander Raymond Phillips,
that we formed the 24th Officers’ Divi-
sional Course and that it actually wasn’t
as rigid as it was made out, although
he regretted the casualties in previous
classes.

Then he introduced Captain James
Plomer, Commanding Officer, Cornwal-
lis, who said, “It is unquestionably a
,very good course but it must be getting
softer, because the last class lost only
two men’”. Across the room Commis-

A Worm’s-Eye View of
The “Div”’ Course
By L.W.T.

sioned Officer (SB)
wood winced slightly.

Nor were they kidding. It wasn’t
too arduous. The first day that is,
when we were taken on a tour of the
establishment—by bus, That was our
first and last bus ride in Cornwallis.

I didn't mind the PT. In fact, I pre-
ferred it because, when I was doing PT,
I was too tired to notice my aching
muscles. The first week was fairly easy.
At battalion drill we merely looked on
and observed that the company and pla-
toon commanders could get into some
perplexing situations. It was scream-
ingly funny. The first week. At this
stage, too, we were all reintroduced to
the intricacies of squad drill and by
Friday the creak of boots had been
drowned out by the creak of stiffening
muscles. Commissioned Writer Officer
George Harvey, was the first class-
leader.

Inspection, we discovered, was car-
ried out daily. The first morning we

Donovan File-

smiled smugly and critically checked
every detail,

brushed lint off each

other and shined our shining boots on
the backs of our trousers. However,
we had a lesson in store. That first
and subsequent inspections proved we
had not been critical enough.

Commander Phillips went over us
with a fine-tooth comb. He discovered
that boots were not as shiny as his,
medal ribbons were either worn or
crooked or both (replace them at once
or sooner), Canada badges faded and
improperly sewn on and, in fact, noth-
ing was right. Oh well, the first day
he’s bound to find something. He found
something the second day, too, and the
third, and when he tired of finding fault
he was relieved by the Course Officer,
Lieut.-Cdr. Jack Panabaker.

But, as I indicated earlier the first
week wasn’t too difficult and (three
months later in relative time) it passed
in seven days. Moving into the second
week, PT became stiffer, squad drill
a little over nine pounds (one rifle)
heavier and for battalion drill we be-
came platoon petty officers. Platoon
POs just follow people around.

It was in this second week that we
played a little game through Nova
Scotia’s jungles. A field day, complete
with food packs and a map of the area,
took us some miles from friendly Corn-
wallis to guard an atomic plant. (which
turned out to be a sawmill). In late
evening we returned to Cornwallis to
prevent any of the enemy from get-
ting back. Cornwallis looked good that
night. Don’t believe the story that no'’
one was limping the following day. The
second week also saw us getting a little
deeper into our lectures on Sea War-
fare, Action First Aid and many other
subjects. Night work in the form of
lectures and debates became more fre-
quent.

The third week proved that we
weren’t any great shakes as water polo
players. In fact Commissioned Gunner
Gilliam A. Byatt, who saw it all from
the balcony at the gymnasium where
he was nursing a broken wrist sus-
tained in the first week, said we were
terrible. This week also showed our
ineptitude on the range with Sten gun -
and pistol, although Commissioned Radio
Officer William Smith did get a few
bullets through the target. Sub-Lieut.
(S) George White claimed that Smith
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NEW

RATES OF PAY

SINGLE MEN

PAY AND
RANK BASIC PAY SUBSISTENCE
(Standard Group) Standard Group
NAVY ARMY RCAF
OLD NEw OLD New
‘ Recruit under 17 44 46 105 107
Ord. Sea. Pte AC2 87 92 148 153
Ord, Sea. Pte 2 Cl1 AC1 91 96 152 157
(Trained) .
AB Pte 1 Cl LAC 98 107 159 168
Ldg. Sea. Cpl. Cpl. 112 127 173 188
PO 2 Sgt. Sgt. 129 144 201 216
PO 1 S/Sgt. F/Sgt. 150 165 231 246
CPO 2 WO II WO I1 174 195 255 276
CPO 1 WO I WO 1 193 224 285 316
PAY AND SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCE AND TRADES PAY
TRADE TRADE TRADE TRADE
GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4
RANK
_OLp NEwW OLp NEw OLp New OLp New
Under 17 — — — — — — — —
Ord. Sea. 154 163 163 178 178 198 188 213
(Trained) 158 167 167 182 182 202 192 217
AB 165 178 174 193 189 213 199 228
Ldg. Sea. 179 198 188 213 203 233 213 248
PO 2 207 226 216 241 231 261 "241 276
PO 1 237 256 246 271 261 291 271 306
CPO 2 261 286 270 301 285 321 295 336
CPO 1 291 326 300 341 315 361 325 376
MARRIED MEN
: PAY AND
RANK BASIC PAY SUBSISTENCE
(Standard Group) Standard Group
NAVY ARMY RCAF
) OLD NEw OLp NEw
Ord. Sea. Pte AC2 87 92 208 213
Ord. Sea. Pte 2 Cl AC1 91 96 212 217 -
(Trained)
AB Pte1 Cl LAC 98 107 219 228
Ldg. Sea. Cpl. Cpl. 112 127 233 248
PO 2 Sgt. Sgt. 129 144 250 265
PO 1 S/Sgt. F/Sgt. 150 165 271 286
CPO 2 WO II WO II 174 195 295 316
CPO1 WO 1 WO I 193 224 325 356
PAY AND SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCE PLUS TRADES PAY AND
MARRIAGE ALLOWANCE
TRADE TRADE TRADE TRADE
GROUP 1 ‘GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4
RANK
OLp NEW OLp New OLp New OLDp New
Ord. Sea. 214 223 223 238 238 258 248 273
(Trained) 218 227 227 242 242 262 252 277
AB 225 238 234 253 249 273 259 288
Ldg. Sea, 239 258 248 273 263 293 273 308
PO 2 256 275 265 290 280 310 290 325
PO 1 277 296 286 311 301 331 311 346
CPO 2 301 326 310 341 325 361 335 376
CPO 1 331 366 340 381 355 401 365‘ 416

Wider Paths

to
Trad_e_ Pay

A new light has been shone on the
path to promotion and pay.

No longer need a seaman find him-
self in a blind alley, barred from par-
ticipating in the higher levels of trade
pay, simply because there is no require-
ment for higher levels of training in
a particular trade. Furthermore, the
special skills of seamanship have at
least been recognized as meriting recog-
nition in the trades pay scheme.

These developments are an outgrowth
of something that happened about three
years ago when 4,000 copies of a Job
Analysis questionnaire were distributed
to the Fleet. Far from being filed away
and forgotten, as some of those who
filled them in may have suspected, the
pamphlets were gone over with a fine-
tooth comb by the Naval Job Analysis -
Committee of the Personnel Board at
Naval Headquarters. The committee
sorted the information, condensed it and
produced a comprehensive list of the
duties, tasks and responsibilities for
each trade at each working level. It
also produced a companion list of the
knowledges and skills required to be
carried out by the various naval duties.

The next step was for each branch
to send specialist officers or senior
tradesmen to work with the committee
and produce trade specifications.

These specifications have been com-
pleted and approved and are in course
of publication as a “Manual of Advance-
ment and Promotion” for distribution
throughout the Fleet as BRCN 113. For
the first time, the trade structure of the
Royal Canadian Navy has been clearly
outlined in a single volume and the
publication will not only provide an ex-
cellent guide to employment, but will
be of value in recruiting and other
fields. )

During the course of the job analysis
project, it became apparent that in some
cases the trade grouping allowed for a
trade was not high enough to compen-
sate for the skills and knowledge re-
quired. It also was evident that the
skills of the seamen should not be ig-
nored in considering the work done by
men holding non-substantive qualifica-
tions in the Seaman Branch. Accord-
ingly, detailed specifications were writ-
ten, covering all seaman duties, to be
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Book Review

The Story of the “Charioteers”

There was a hint of chagrin in the
memorandum which Prime Minister
Winston Churchill sent to General Ismay
for the'atiention of the Chiefs of Staff
Committee on January 18, 1942:

“Please report what is being done to
emulate the exploits of the Italians in
Alexandria Harbour and similar meth-
ods of this kind.

“At the beginning of the war Colonel
Jefferis had a number of bright ideas
on this subject, which received very
little encouragement. Is there any
reason why we should be incapable of
the same kind of scientific aggressive
action that the Italians have shown?
One would have thought we should
have been in the lead.

“Please state the exact position.”

What Churchill referred to as the
“exploits of the Italians”, accomplished
with “human torpedoes”, had won the
ungrudging admiration of their victims,
even as had the feat of U-boat com-
mander Gunther Prien, who had slipped
into the supposedly impregnable anchor-
age of Scapa Flow and torpedoed the
Royal Oak.

As First Lord of the Admiralty,
Churchill had, before the First World
War, rejected the idea of a one-man
“human torpedo” as too dangerous for
the operator and as a weapon unworthy
of a great power. During the Second
World War new weapons and new tac-
tics had to be adopted to meet new con-
ditions and the effectiveness of new
methods of warfare outweighed too
chivalrous considerations.

At the moment when Churchill penned
his note, powerful German warships lay
hidden in the Norwegian fiords, pro-
tected from surface and underwater at-
tack by shore batteries and nets and
relatively secure from air attack be-
cause of the high mountains surround-
ing their lairs, )

The successful Italian attack at Alex-
andria, plus a later abortive attempt on
British warships at Gibraltar, offered
a clue to an effective means of attack-
ing the German warships, which in-
cluded the powerful battleship Tirpitz.

The Alexandria attack on December
19, 1941, was carried out by three
human torpedoes, each manned by an
officer and one man. The charges they
placed heavily damaged the Queen
Elizabeth and Valiant (battleships), the
Jervis (destroyer) and the tanker Sagona.

Canadian Naval Officer One
of First to Ride
“Chariot”

The blow was all the more bitter be-
cause the Barham had been torpedoed
and sunk on November 25 in the Easti-
ern Mediterranean and the Prince of
Wales and Repulse were lost off Malaya
on December 10, just nine days before
the human torpedoes struck. The Queen
Elizabeth and Valiant were, in fact, the
last two RN battleships in service in
the Mediterranean.

Yet Admiral of the Fleet Viscount
Cunningham, then Commander-in~Chief
Mediterranean, who was thrown five
feet from the deck by the explosion
beneath the Queen Elizabeth, was later
to write:

“One cannot but admire the cold-
blooded bravery and enterprise of these
Italians. Everything had been carefully
thought out and planned. Tins of cal-
cium carbide were even found floating

The whim of o tall monarch has given
naval officers the exclusive privilege of
remadining seated when drinking to the
Sovereign’s health. This unique custom is
said to have originated with Charles I,
who as a guest aboard one of HM ships
bumped his head on the low deckhead
of the wardroom as he rose to a toast
to his health. This minor inconvenience
caused King Charles to grant his officers
permission to be seated when he was
toasted, and this singular custom has been
maintained to this day. Other sources
say the monarch concerned was William
1v.

in the harbour with which they hoped
to ignile the oil fuel released by the
explosions.”

There was little wonder that the
Royal Navy wished to even the score.
A midget submarine was already in
course of production, but now it was
felt that quicker results might be ob-
tained if the development of human
torpedoes was also started. The Royal

"Navy called them *“chariots” and they

were designed to be ridden by a crew
of two in “frogman” diving suits.

The first “charioteers” (they did not
know what they had volunteered for)
assembled for training in April 1942.
The first “chariot” put to sea on a trial
run shortly afterward. Astride it were
Lieut. C. E. (Chuck) Bonnell, DSC, .
RCNVR, and Stoker Petty Officer “Jim”
Warren.

Lieut. Bonnell, a native of Toronto,
joined the RCNVR in 1938 and was
loaned to the RN in 1940. He won the
Distinguished Service Cross as com-
manding officer of a motor torpedo boat
which torpedoed an enemy supply ship
in the Channel in 1941, He served on
human torpedo duties from their be-
ginning until he was reported missing
on active service on January 8, 1943.

Stoker PO Warren won his commis-
sion and survived the .war as Lieut. C.
E. T. Warren, MBE, RNVR, to collab-
orate with Sub-Lieut. James Benson,
RNVR, in writing the story of the
midget submarines and human torpe-
does under the title “Above Us the
Waves”.

The officers and men chosen for these
strange undersea duties were a singu-
larly courageous and resourceful lot.
Four of them won the Victoria Cross; 64
others won decorations ranging from the
BEM to the CBE, plus 100 Mentions in
Despatches—and that out of a total of
180 officers and men who actually set
out to attack the enemy. They dis-
abled the German battleship Tirpitz in
her Norwegian hideout, sank an Italian
cruiser at Spezia and put a Japanese
heavy cruiser out of action at Singa-
pore, plus carrying out numerous other
forays which cost the enemy heavily in
ships, men and fighting resources. They
had their failures and bitter disappoint-
ments, as well, which are recorded along
with the victories.

The authors consider that the attain-
ments of the human torpedoes and
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WHEN YOU’RE OLD
AND LAME

(Continued from page 18)

we were we got up and started across.
There was no wind but the bridge
swayed from side to side in ever in-
creasing arcs, with Lieut.-Cdr. Pana-
bakerr helping the motion along. One
slip . .. But we made it and then headed
for the water hole. Here a wire
stretched across a pond from high on
a tree trunk to a low spot on a dam
on the far side. The only problem was
to get up ‘to the steel block which
assured us of swift passage down the
wire. A slip meant a dunking. The
water was cold. Once across, our rifles
- were laid aside, we stumbled out along
a pier, strapped on life jackets and

plunged. 20 feet down, down, into the-

icy water, down, down, bottom. Then
we swam to the other side, crawled out
and the assault course was over.

And that’s what gave rise to Mr.
Hayley’s original remarks.

The 24th Officers’ Divisional Course,
which represented nearly 150 years of
naval service, had had the course.

SAILORS
ON SNOWSHOES

(Continued from page 16)

[Chrysler’s] Farm, where Colonel Mor-
rison defeated General Wilkin’s Army,
with a mere handful of men.

On the twenty-second of March we
reached this place: the officers and
seamen of the squadron were drawn out
to receive us with three cheers; we
were lodged in a block-house, and al-
lowed four days to recruit. I was then
appointed to the gun-boat service (as
was Lieutenant Russel), under Captain
Owen. In a few days I joined the
Princess Charlotte, of 42 guns, com-
manded by Captain William Howe Mul-
caster, as first lieutenant. The Regent
and her were on the stocks, planked up,
"and their decks laying. The Regent is
about eight feet longer than our 38-gun
frigates, having fifteen ports on each
'side of her main-deck, and guns on her
gangways, so that she carries twenty-
ecight long 24-pounders on her main-
deck; eight 68-pound carronades, two
long 18, and eighteen 32-pound carron-
ades on her upper deck, with a comple~
ment of 550 men. The Princess Char-
lotte is about the length of a 32-gun
frigate, but eighteen inches more beam,
pierced for thirteen ports on éach side
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of her main-deck, and carrying twehty—
four long 24-pounders on that deck,
with two 68-pound carronades, and six-
teen 32-pound carronades on her upper
deck, and a complement of 330 men.
The other ships are the Wolfe (now the
Montreal), a ship corvette, of 20 guns,
chiefly 32-pound carronades, and 120
men; the Royal George (now the
Niagara), of eighteen guns, 32-pound
carronades, with a long 24-pounder on
a pivot abaft, as in each of these ships;
her complement 120 men. Two brigs,

" the Star and Charwell, the former of

14, the latter of 16 guns; the largest
100, the other 90 men. Two schooners,
the Magnet and Netley, of 10 guns each,
and 75 men. Ten or twelve gun-boats
(none of them covered over), one car-
rying a long 18-pounder and a 32~
pound carronade; the others a 32-pound
carronade each. The establishment is

" for three lieutenants to be on the gun-

boat service, each to have a division of
four boats, commanded by midshipmen.

From the time of my joining the
Princess Charlotte I never quitted the
ship or barracks. The interval between
her launching, till we went to sea, was
but eleven days, three of which were
occupied in heaving down the ship, to
get the cleats off her bottom. The re-
sult of our attack upon the enemy’s
Fort Oswego you already know.*

* The town and fortifications of Oswego,
N.Y., were, after a spirited action, captured
by the Lake Ontario Squadron of the Royal
Navy and HM Provincial Marine on May 6,

1814, but were recaptured on May 31 by U.S.
forces.—Ed.

MAN OF THE MONTH

(Continued from page 6)

Dartmouth, N.S.,, and a year later to
Coverdale, near Moncton, N.B.

In August 1947 he joined Aldergrove
radio station for the first time and dur-
ing the year he spent there met
and married Florence Verna Prasloski.
Shortly after the wedding he was
drafted to the frigate Amntigonish. Fol-
lowing a communications conversion
course in 1950, he returned again to
Aldergrove. He has held his Petty Of-
ficer First Class rating since August
15, 1952,

One of the things which had im-

pressed PO McKay during his previous .

sojourns on the Pacific Coast was the
unfinished state of British Columbia,
something he felt he should undertake
to remedy.

He acquired two acres of bush land,
cleared it by hand and planted some
10,000 strawberry plants, during off-
duty hours. And that’s not all. He
built a barn in true pioneer fashion.
The siding was split from fallen cedar,
which was dragged from the bush and
edged with an axe. The complete cost
of the barn was $41, of which $35 went
for flooring and $6 -for nails.

The barn was “commissioned” at an
old-time dance during which 60 guests
had the time of their lives and proved
the sturdiness of PO McKay’s first
building venture.

The McKays, who also include Arnold,
threg, and Cheryl, one, at present live
in the Aldergrove married quarters.

PACKAGING METHODS
SHOWN

Standardized methods of preservation
and packaging of service stores and
equipment were featured in the Depart-
ment of National Defence display at the
2nd Canadian National Packaging Ex-
position, in Toronto in November.

The Armed Forces demonstrated how
they preserve and package articles
ranging in size from washers to jet
engines. '

While the display was a tri-service
effort throughout, each service spot-
1ighted the packaging of a piece of
equipment peculiar to their service.
The Navy had on show a 40mm am-
munition pack with quick release lid,
developed by Naval Ordnance. The
method of packing flame thrower spares
and components was exhibited by the
Army.

The RCAF produced the largest single
item of the show with its presentation
of a jet engine container. The two-ton
pack, with a J-47 jet engine cushioned
inside on shock mountings portrayed
the care taken by the Air Force in pre-
serving and shipping jet engines.

The Joint Service Committee on Pre-
servation and Packaging, this year un-
der the chairmanship of Lieut.-Cdr. (S)
L. J. Matthewson, officer-in-charge of
the Warehousing Division at Naval
Headquarters, was responsible for the
arranging and setting up of the Defernce
display. .

SAVINGS BOND QUOTA
EXCEEDED

The Pacific Command exceeded its
Canada Savings Bonds campaign quota
by $44,300. Final results, totalled in
November, showed that total sales were
$427,000, which represented 111-6 per
cent of the command’s objective.
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