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f. the National Flag is not to be allowed to
touch the deck, nor used to cover a box,
desk, podium or table.

g. the National Flag may be used as a cover in

unveiling ceremonies or as a drape over a
casket.

203, ROYAL UNION FLAG

1, The Royal Union Flag, commonly known as the Union Jack,
was approved by Parliament on 18 December 1964 for continued
use as a symbol of Canada's membership in the Commonwealth

of Nations and her allegiance to the Crown,

2, The Royal Union Flag is to be flown in HMC SHIPS:

a, on the reigning Sovereign's Official Birthday
(the Monday immediately preceeding 25 May
(in Canada)).

b. on the Anniversary of the signing of the
Statute of Westminster (11 December) (in
Canadian waters only),

c. when flying the personal Canadian flag of
the Sovereign,

3. Ships with two masts are to wear the Royal Union Flag
at the main and the National Flag at the fore. Ships with
one mast wear the Union Flag at the masthead.

4, On the anniversary of the signing of the Statute of
Westminster, ships are to dress with masthead flags only;
gun salutes are not to be fired.

2-2



5, 1ln single-masted ships the Royal Union Flag does
not displace a distinguishing flag or pennant already flying.

204, THE CANADIAN FORCES ENSIGN

The Canadian Forces Ensign is only to be flown in

HMC SHIPS as a distinguishing flag for the Chief of Defence
Staff,

205, SHIP'S ENSIGN

1, . HMC SHIPS in commission are to wear the Ship's Ensign:
a., in harbour, from 0800 until sunset; and
b, while underway, at all times.

2, Between sunset and 0800, if there is sufficient natural
light, a ship at anchor or alongside in a port or roadstead is
to hoist her Ensign on seeing another ship of war underway,

and is to keep it flying until the movement has ceased or the
ship is no longer visible,

Note: 1. Ships' Ensigns flying in accordance with para 2
are to be hauled down when the "Preparative"
pennant is hoisted for the ceremony of colours,
and is not to be rehoisted until. five minutes
after sunset, if a ship is still underway in
the vicinity.,

3. The Ship's Ensign is to be shifted from its harbour
pogition to its sea position upon slipping, and is to be
returned to its harbcur position with the first line ashore
when securing. ‘

Note: In special circumstances, the discretion of ships!
' Commanding Officers, or the Senior Officer of ships

in company, as to wearing Ensigns at the ensign staff
is to prevail. '

4, At sea the Ship's Ensign is to be worn:

a, in ships with more than one mast; at the gaff
fitted on the main mast.

b. in ships with one mast:
(1) at a gaff fitted on the fore; or

(2) in a suitably prominent position as
determined by the unit commander.
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CHAPTER 3

SHIPBOARD CEREMONIAL

301y GENERAL

This section provides instructions as to the conduct of
the various ceremonies which are carried out onboard HMC SHIPS.
Of necessity, procedures are not provided to cover every ,
conceivable situation. Where specific instructions do not appear,
personnel should be guided by the general principles for similar
occasions that have been covered.

302, CEREMONY WHEN TWO SHIPS PASS

1, The ceremony observed by:. two warships passing between sunrise
and sunset is in keeping with the practices of other maritime nations
generally,

2 When warships pass one another (whether both are underway or
not), the junior is to sound the still. The senior is to do likewise,
and after a short interval is to sound the carry-on. The junior is
then also to sound the carry-on. '

3. When ships are nested, the outboard ship is to pipe on behalf
of the senior officer of the nest.

4, When a foreign warship passes and doubt as to relative seniority
exists, HMC SHIPS are to be prepared to pipe first, and are to do so
in sufficient time to avoid failing to pipe at all.

5 “When a ship is alongside or at anchor the officer-of-the-~day/watch
is normally to salute from the gangway area. When underway or maintain-
ing an anchor watch from the bridge, an officer on the bridge area is

to salute. Personnel on the upper deck are to be brought to attention
and are to face the direction in which the honours are being exchanged.

6. Certain auxiliary forces of other countries (i.e. the U.S.
Coast Guard) have similar customs. While they are not entitled to
the same marks of respect accorded warships, HMC SHIPS are to return
such salutes when received as a matter of courtesy.

303, VISITS TO HMC SHKFS BY VIP'S

1. The following description of the ceremonial attendant the
reception of personages onboard one of HMC SHIPS is given as a
general guide, It is similar to the procedures contained in BR 67
(ii) for use by R.N. ships,

. .
2. Arr

a. fifteen minutes before the expected time of arrival
of the personage, the ceremonial side party and the
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4. Purther information on this subject may be obtained
from curator's drawings held by Technical Drafting Unit, HMC
Dockyard.,

314, BOATS PASSING

Between sunrise and sunset, when boats displaying personal
or distinguishing flags pass one of HMC SHIPS, the "still" is to
be piped in the ship, and after the salute has been returned from
the boat or the boat has passed the ship, the '"carry on".
Personnel on the upper deck conduct themselves as for ships
passing,

315. LAYING OF KEELS, LAUNCHING, NAMING AND
COMMISSIONING CEREMONIES

1. There are three traditional ceremonies common to the
building of ships: .

a. Keel laying;

b. Launching and Naming (christening); and

C. Commissioning.'
2 Because the ship at the time of the launching and naming
has not been turned over to the Department of National Defence,

these ceremonies are essentially the responsibility of the

builders. The responsibility for commissioning ceremonies lies
with NDHQ/CMO.

e Should circumstances dictate, the launching, naming and
commissioning ceremonies may be combined into one major event.

516, KEEL LAYING CEREMONY

1. When a keel is laid, an appropriate local and semi-formal
ceremony is to be arranged with the ship builder,

2e The keel laying ceremony is to follow this guide:
a. arrival of guests at the ways;
b. address by ship builder representatives;
c. a section of keel is lowered into place; and

d. the Sponsor declares the keel "well and truly laid".
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