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On Tuesday, 18 January, we will arrive at the Portd
of Balboa for an overnight stop, before-entering the FPanama Canal.

This limited time will not allow the ships companies
time to make an extensive tour of tWe Republic of Panama. HOwW-
evere the following information might help us appreciate this
area 2 bit more.

This Central American Republic¢ is bounded by
Costa Rica on the N.W,, and Columbia on the S.E. It received
its independence from the "latter state in 1903, after nearly
6 years of cofitinuous fighting, Its population in 1960 was
1,075,541, Tve area of Panama is 28,753 sq. miles, compared
to the 12,408 §q mile area of Vancouver Island. The Atlantie
coastline of the Republic Ts 477 miles long, its Pacific coast-
1ine is 767 miles in length. Tve Republic is bisscted by the
canal, and its 10 mile wide Canal Zone, a ribbon of territory
pranted to the U.o. forever,
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The Republic »as a mountainous backbome. In the
Northern »alf is Mb, Chirigui with an elevation of 11,410 ft.
In the Soutvern »alf t¥e #Hountains rarely exceed 5,000 ft.

As the result of this Wigh centrel ridge the country 18 well
draired. It is of interest to note that 150 streams run 1In
to the Caribbean, and 325 into the Pacifice.

BALBOA ¢

The only lakes in"the Republic are both artificial.
Lakes Gatin and Sosa, are both in the Canal Zone, and maks up
part of the Canal System. These were made by damming the
Chagres Lake, which rises near the Pacific side of the IsthmuSe
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The "averags bLemperabure 1s 8NOF - whiéh is low for
the tropics. There is Iittle seasonal changde with no more than
2.2° varidti® n in monthly temperatures. The afinual humidity
is 80%, whwich encourages mildew and rust. On the CaFlibbean
side the rain "fall avérages 128 inchés at Colon, with amounts
up to 155 inches fdrther west. On the Balbla side, the annual
rainfall is less than 70 inches. Most of "the rain comes in

heavy showers. From Decembsr to “pril, the Republlie enjoys a
dry, cooler sesason,

HISTORY ¢

Columbus visited the area on wis 4th voyage in 1502
His efforts to found a ssttlement at Belen near Costa Rica
boundary failed a few months after the colony arrived. Other
sfforts to colonize the aresa around this Time also failed.
= The explorer Balboa crossed the isthmus in 1519,
naming the Pacific, the "SOUTH SEA", de claimed the whole
area for the King of Spaine

Five years latser, 1519, Panama City was foundede
It nwas the distinction of being the oldest clity on the kst
Coast of Americas
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BALBOA ¢

Twis area became the chief treasure route for Latln
America, south of Mexico. Cargos from Manila were trans=-shipped
here. Rven fArgentina and UPuguay sent and received thelr goods
by an overland route through Peru, and up the Pacific coast TO
Panama,
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From the early 1700's to 1903 when she finally recelved
hWwer indep=ndence from Conlumbia, the state went through the
growifig pains of revolution as she was annexed to other states,
and then secedsed, over and ovser again,

In 1950, t-ere were betwsen 48-49,000 uncivilized
SAN BLAS and DARIEN Indians in th»e unexplored jungles between the
Canal and the Republic of Columbi a.

The population of Panama is 12% w-ite, 13% of pure
Negro., Twe remaining 75% is a mixture, including an orisntal
straine.

Spanish influence predominates, and Spanish 1s the
official language, although Gnglish is spoken, and generally
understood,

DEFENCE @

hile there is no Navy, Army or Alr PForce, Panama
has a well trained and effecient armed National Police Forece of
approximately 2,500 men, as well as a secret police department
of over 300. It is advisable not to interfere with the duties
of the police since they are backed by strong and effective laws.

RELIGION:
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The state recognizes the Roman Catholic Church as
the C-urch of the Republic, but also guaranteses freedom of
worship To a1l other religiowns groups. 1In 1952 there were =248
active churches of w-ich 25 were Roman Catholice

GOVERINMZNT ¢
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The assembly is an slectsd body. The 9 provinces
aelect 1 representative and 2 deputiss for szach 15,000 inhabliTants.
The deputies,; with alternatives, are elsctsd for 4 years. The
exscutive, who is presidsent, is slscted for 4 years, He has 2
vice -presidsnts, He also has ths power to apprint the 7 cablnet
ministers,

The highest single avvropriation of funds is for
education, As tve result, it -as one of the lowest illiteracy
ratss for the Caribbean area - 35%.

COMMUNIC“TIONS:

s

Thare are 1500 miles of wighway, & of which are paved.
There were 40,000 asutomotive vehicles in Panama in 1955,

International Airlines make regular flights tO
Panama, In 1965 they carried 190,000 passengers,
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Te monetary unit im bthe Balboa, equal to the U«Se
Dollar, and is freely convertibles U.S. Currency is the Chiel
circulating mediume Fractional Panama coins are used.

ECONOMICS & COMMZRCE @

In 1951, 15,000 Panamanians were employad in the
Canal Zone, with sarnings estimated Aav $16 million - a per
capita sarning of $1,000,00

T-s RePublic exports bananas, Cacao and Manila heuwp
almost wholly t0 the U.S. ILeather and leather gonods, soap,
furniture, clothing, clay products and canned goods are also
produce d,

DAVID - g city of 22,924 is in thé large farming area
in the Nortrwern part of the Republic.
SANTI'GO -~ with 8,746, is in the granary province, also
in t»e Northern part.

COTON = population 59,598 is at the Atlantic end of the
Canale OCRISTOBAL iz its port in the Canal Z0ne.

PANAMA = the capital, and c-ief city has a population of
369,280, Balboa, whare we will visit is the
port of Panama, It is 3 miles from Panama citFe
Tn 1950 its population was 4,162,

PORT RODMAN - 19 the U.S. Naval base in the Canal Zone.
There ars excellent recrzation faclilities,
Tre "PX!" is considered to bse a vary good Onee

PANANMA CITY :

Te cibty was founded in 1519, In 1671 it was
destroyed by fire and rebuilt at its present site two years
later, 5 milss "lest of the original townsite. Surrounded
by its granite wall, the o0ld town is still a landmark, md
a popular tourist attraction.

= In 1760 the 01ld Cathedral was built, and remalns
a Randsome landmark. Other places of interest in Panama City
are the gbvermment palace on the waterfront, the municipal
palace, the episcopal palace, the Church of Sanata Ana, the
National Theatre, the schonl of arts and crafts, md the
railway station,

PANAMA CANAL:
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And now for some information on the Canal itse l1f ¢

\s early as 1523, Empseror Charles V, of the Holy
Roman Bmpiré redlizing the importiance of t»1s narrow strip of
land, for tHe shipment of the riches of the coloOnies TO HEurope
initiated the first movement to build a canale. 1T wWas nesarly )
400 years later that »is dreams were realized, and t»e canal
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In 1825 applications were made by both the U.S.A.
and Great Britain, to study, and build a canal., Gresat Britain
sventually backed ottt of the program and in a treaty signed 1n
1901, concaded to the U.S.%, the rights tc build and control a
canale

—— S

In 1846 a treaby vetwesn The U.S.Ae and the
viceroyalty of Neuva Granada (of w-ich the pressnt Republice
of Panama was a proviee ) gave ths U.S.A. psrmission to
transport across the Isthmus, while The U.S. promised nov
to interfer with the Eovengm?j 6f trhe viceroyalty. oo00n
after this,UsS, enginsers maas the mc;t Uz to dats Survey of
the Area dane up to trat time. Fron 18570-38%75, with U.S.N.
officers in cwarge, Several proplsad POUTES qcrmss the

1

i1sthmus were examlined.
In the meantime ths Trencn Canal Company Wwas formed
and in 1879 work began on a csnales sn yeurs later, the company

went bankrupt, then in 1894 resumsd worl aga n, 4t the turn
cf the cennury the French proiech #gain siopped and in 1902

sold its interests to the U.S.A. 0 tre 76 million ocu yds—of
material moved during those £0 ysars - 30 million cu yds were
useful to the U.oe project;
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At this same time. private citizens in New York
formed a company and worked rfrom 1888 = 16)5 on the Nicaraguea
Plan, befors going bankrupt.,

the Interest of The
Freneh plan stopped,
ed a commission o

All of this sctl¥ity arov o¢
UsSe COngress, and in 1899 the year in
ad the Nicaragua Plan started = appc
look into a proposad Canal-

The Spanisgh American - 1698 gave impstus and
and popular Iinterest to Lhe U.3S: peopise. They new the Cafial
28 a symbol of- unificaticii for the cCaniry, and a strengthening
of national interests, Tne Congrefs ¢ommi vbes finally
recommended the Nicaragusa Plﬁn? Trme MNew Panama Canal Coj
offered it for $40 million. The Cofimissicy reconsidePed its
decision, and finally yecommendsd Soe Panaad Plan, The
estl 1ated costs Were, Thec French Plan for the one at Panama
$156,378,258. The Nicar=oua Plea - $200,5:0,000, and 10
vears of work.

Panama ds Gl"reﬂ js8-Indsparncgernce 1n 18035, In
February, 1904 work staritsd again on the Canal, this time by
the Ueaels, and 10 ysars labte:s (7 Fears of ﬂctdﬂl work) the
Canal was open, on & fuguct 19Y14. '+ is = tunted within the
Canal Zonse, a 10 mile strip of land ssrebtcning from coast Lo
coast, and controlled by the U.S. Govarnment,

240 million su yds o 8911 wer: moved to make the
presént Canal. (remember that 30 milii |

2
liionr o the 78 million moved
by the French were of uss to the U.S, projcct) The cost was
$366 ,650,000, exclusive of sxvenditurses for naval and military
dmfancea. It took $10 million to revnei» some 30 slides and

breaks during the construction psriod-

= From 1959=-1942 the U.S5. worked on a project toenlarge
the present facilities. Their invoivesment in ".V.II brought this

worlk 0 3 halt,
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Iri 1947 t»e governor of the Panama Canal
recommended the sxisting canal be converted to sea level
at an ostimated cost of $2,483%,000,000 over $2 billion more
than the original canal costT, )

= In 1855 a pact was concluded, raising the annulty

from the U.S., returning certain properties valued at
$24 million to Panama, and squalizing pay and status of

rou

Panamanians & U.3. workers, zsmployad in the Zohnce

THE CANALS

S The Canal does not, as 1s generally supnosed,

cross the Isthmus iIn an East="Test direction, It Father runs

in a North-~"Test direction from the Pacifie, and the tsrminus

ne arBalboa is 22% miles East of its terminus near Colon,

on the Atlantic Side.
The length of the canal, from deep water TO dsep

water is 44 mileS, Transit time is apordxidately 7z »ours,

but cdn take mu€h longsr if thers 18 much shipping. ShipS

navVe »ad to anchor in Gatun Lake overnicht and pass to the

other ncean the nsxt daye. Tha shortest passage tlive on

record is 4 »»urs 10 minutes. In 1963, 11,317 vessels,.

an average of 31 a day, passed through the Canal, This

mmbér did not include U.S. and Panama govermmsht ships,

warships of the Republic of Columbia, and repair to Canal shlvSe-

Vessels began moving at 0600, and are dispatched at intervals

of % to 1 hour. Trhe last ship from the Balboa entrace leaves

at 15560.

“Thg Jocks are 1000 feet long, 110 fest wide and
81 feet »igh. There are 6 pair of locks. "Elecbtric Miles"
working on cOg tracks, on either side of the locks, tow the
ghipg through the 1locks at 2 M.P.H.

Before entering a lock, a fender chain is stretched
be tween the walls of the approaches, If sverything is in ordsr
the chalin is dropped to the bottom of the lock. If on the other=
wand the ship is morring to fast, or gets away from the "electric
miles", the bow will feteh up against the éhain, which is™
payed out until the ship 18 dtopped. In the event that The
fender chalin does not stop the forward movement oOf the ship,
and the ship smashes the gate of the lock, another gate 18 :
closed 50 feet ahsad. Twis protects the locks from any further
damage

“0On entering t»s céanal 2t the Pacific snd, ships are
lifted by the two locks of the YMiraflorss locks to a canal,
or cut, which leads into a small Iake with an elevation of 54
feets AL the end of this lake, which 18 anvroXimately 8 miles
long, 18 The Pedro Miguel lock, Twis raisss swips to Lake
Gatun with an slsvation of 85 fset. Gatun Lake is %
apprximately 24 miles "long. The tWree Gatun 1locks on the
At1lahtic side, lower the g-ips to tre lavel of the Atlantie
which 18 8 inches lower than the Pacific. The Psdro Miguel
lock 1s the directing line between the two Ocedns. Un lesaving
the Tock, the red and black buoys will be on the opposite sides
of the channel.
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The approximate cost of moving oy ships through the
Canal isy for a one way passags:

DDE -  $1700,00

1D} -  $1400,00

GRILSE =  $900,00

T~is includes brow service, sh-ore slectricity, extra
deck »ands, water, and de=-ratting certificatee

TARNINGS

-

Drinking water - In the Canal Zone, or in Panama,
nnder no circimstances drink water. Stick to carbonated
bevaragss.
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VeDa = The rate of V.D. 1s very »ighe.

Taxis = Taxis walt outside the gate for passengers
to Panama. M\1Ways settls the fare before sngaging a taxl, and
know exactly where you want to go., Taxis »ave distingulshing
stickers on the windshields. It will probably be safer to hire
orne of these, than other cars wro also try to pick up
pPasSSengars .




