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BUENOS_ AIRES

Argentina, the second largest country in South America,
is & land of svectacular natural beauty, astonishing contrasts,
and myrilad attractlions as varied as its torogranhy and climate.

Cradled between the broad Atlantic Ocean and the rugged
Andes mountains, 1t 18 more than a million sduare milesg in
area - roughly about one third the size of continental United
States - and stretches accross the south-eastern corner of the
continent from the densely forested swampny tronics of the Gran
Chaco in the norht to the frozern fiords of sub-Antaretic Tierra
del Puego in the extreme couth.

Within this vast area sre such a seemingly endless
variety of scenic wonders and tourist attrections as the mag-
nificent waterwayve along the Uruguay, Paraguay, and Parcena”
rivers: lovely ngtional narks and famed sea-side and mountain
resorts; 1te Lowering snow coverec Andean Cordilleras; a edast
line which extencs for twenty-five huncred miles from Rio“de
la Plata to the Strait of Magellan; and the wide, desolate
Pamna, walch covers nearly a auarter of a million sguare miles
0 -the - kheart of the country, Twa thipds of the natizsn's
twenty million ovonulation 1s concentrated in the big cities
which rim this great eXnanse of flat, fertile farmland where
most of the country's weaslth in cattle and grain is found,

The soecial, volitiesl, culteral, and commercial e@entre
of this young vigourous agnd cynamic mation is Buenos Aries,
the eight largest city in the world., "B.A.", as most travelleers
refer to 1t, 1¢ the most cosmonoliton city in South America.

In the central nsrt of Argentine the climate is generally
mild and temverate, mski .g 1t a most pleasant and attractive
place to wisit the year around. The seasons are just the on-
0oslite of those in Canada, with snring taking nlace from
o€ ptember . through Novembher, summer from December through
February, autumn from March through May, and winter from
June through August,

Aecording to the MOsST reeent censis, about 97/ percernt
of the populatlon of Argentinag is of Eurovean origin and
emigrated within the last century. Italians are the most
numerous, with Snaniards a close second. Roughly 3 nercent
are of Indisn or o2ther non-cauczsgion strain,

The legendary Goucho, the ecolourful, hard-riding
tough, lawless znd ruggedly indenendent nomad who roamed the
Pamnas - like the American cowhoy - is almost 2 thing of the
nast, But the tradition lives on in some 9f the large "Estancias'
(ranches) where modern Gouchos still dress in bomhschas, nanchos,
and black felt hats, round upn the cattle and do other ranch
chares as they cid in days gone by, The Indians who once in-
habited bthis nart of South Americse to9, are nractically ©x-
tint today, with the excention of those still found in the
Chaco region and a few otheres on the island of Tierra del
Fuego,

Argentina tocday i1s a renublic comnhosed of twenty-two
nrovinees, o fte eral district, anad-one tertit oy - whleh conm-
nrises Ticrra del Puepo, the south Atlantie islands ahd the
Anterctie. Its liberal constitution »nrovides for a fereral
anion of the provinees, which retains all power eveenlt those
reserved for the national government. The oresident and vice-
oresident are elected for gix years zand may be re-elected,

The legislative branch 5f the poverpnment 1g vested in 2 con-
gress which consists of g chasmber of denutes and a Senate.

The judieial braneh consists of a siunreme court and the national
tribunals, on the feceral canital and in the vrovinces, dJudges
are. anpointed by the nresident and confirmed by the senate.

The country's legal system is bacsed on the Roman Lawa and

the Nenoleonic code.
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The langusge of Argentina is Spanicsh, with slight
variations in oronuncisztion, *ut English is widely sooken
and the traveller ususlly hszs no trouble getting around in
the big citles and resort areas. Most of the fine hotels
have bilingusl telephone ovnerators and English is understood
snd sooken in msny of the better restaurants andistoresar,

Argentina is probably the best fed nation in Latin
America, if 0ot in the world. The average Argentine consunes
two hundred vpounds of beed a year. Meat in this earnivorous
land is as nlentiful as the great herds that graze on the
nampas, and vrices comnared to Canadisn standards are low,

This is one reason why "bife'" (steak) is a stanle food on

the Argentine diet, and all sorts of cho»ns and choice cuts

sre featured in restaurants, dining rooms, "confiterias" and
even gcidewslk cafes throuaghout the country. Other typical
Argentine snecialties are: "Parrillgda" - a mixed barbecue
consisting of a cut of beed, nort and blood sausages, kidneys,
liver, and "chin chulaies" (intestines); "eabrita" (roast
kid); "exaheche" (chicken fish or nartricge maringted in
vinegar); "nuchero" (boiled dinner consisting of ‘a brisket

o5f heef, slice of salt vork, sausages, anc¢ several vegetables);
"bife  a caballa" (steak on horseback - a stezk with two fried
eges on ton);"empanadas" (fried or baked meat vnies); and
"molle jas" (sweetbreads). But for some trualy authentic
Argentine food, you have to iourney out to an "estancia"
(ranch) and enjoy an "asado" an Argentine barbecue, and

drink the bitter tea that is known as "mate".

Nothing tyvifies the Argentines' love of fine food and
Just for good living more than the "confiterias" of Buenos
Aries, The 'eonfiteria", is a unigque Argentine institution
that can best be described as a combination English tearoom,
cocktail lounge, French cafe’, American bar, and ice-cream
parlour, with a delecatessen thrown in for gosod measure.
Some of these are rather modest little lunchrooms, where only
the most essential viands are surveyed, but others »-re
grandiose marble palaces.

Argentina is & shonners nzradise where you can buy
nractically anything and everything from silver antiques
and hand-woven vicuna nanchos to alligetor handbags and
nutria coats., And Buenos Aries is the nlace to come to for
those excellent buys in leather and woolen goods, fine
luggage, hondsome shoes,; and a variety of items for both
men and women made out of alligatory calf-skin, nigskin,
snakeskin; and antelope. Its main shhpping street, Calle

lorida, is closed to vehicular traffic most of the day.

In general, the great majority of Argentines dress
well, live well, and eat more than any other n»c¢onle 1n
South America. The country has one of the most liberal
and oprogressive ecucational systems in the world, a low
rate of illiteracy and a relatively high standard of living.

Buenos Aries is mocern, bustling, orogressive, and
prosnerous metropolis that sprawls leisurely on the flat,
fertile southern bank of the broad and muddy Rio de la Plata,
ghout a hundred and twenty-five miles from the Atlantic Oceah.

Its cluttered skyline, busy modern harbours, and giant
grain elevators offer unmistakeable »nroof th t thils 1is the
capital, chief sea nort, and most important industrial and
commercial city in Argentina. It is the biggest ecity south
of the equator. A modern metro9oolis of more than three
million persons, "B.A." has the tallest skyscravers in
South America, the widest avenues in the world, and the



biggest steaks anywhere, It fine restaurants, evcellent
hotels, elegant shons, and a wide variety of emusements and
entertainment have made it a favorite stonover for tourist
circling the continent. Its citizen'd known as "ovortenos"
(of the port) to distingdgish them from their rural Xin,
have the wvibrant vitality and bold independent spirit so
characteristic of this young nation, tempered with the self
assurance and sonhistication 9f the hue cosmosvpolite,

One »f this elty's sutstanding tourlist attractions 18
its eolourful, nredominently Italian weter-front district of
La Bora. The city's bohemian section: But by far the most
ngoulsr form of diversion oy most tourigte 15 found in the
many restaurants, confiterias, cafes, cabarets, loTtes and
theatres which have made this city & gourmets' paracise and
the show place of the continent,



