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M OS LIGANDA To PREXLARE B
H.M.ﬂ.s."Uganda"wasiﬁﬁigiﬁgiiy a Royal Navy ship,built
by Vickers-Armstrong ot Newcastle—on—Tyne and commissicn
—~ed on December.17th,1942. AE :

She is a medium cruiser of the"Fijielass,555 feet
long,with a beam of 62 fcet and a displacement of 9,500
. tons.Her main asrmament consists of nine six~inch guns,
arranged in three turrets.She also csrries cxtensive
anti-aireraft . armement,including gight four-inch gunss.

In May of 1943 she escoriec Frime kinister Winston
Churchill to the United States.She then took part in
the Sicilian and Salerno actions in the Italian campaign
and on September 13,1SL3,was hit by a rocket bomb off .
Salerno and badly damaged.One officer and 15 ratings
were killed. :

The ship proceeded to Malta in ftow and Tinally lef't
for Gibralter in slow convoy.Ar ter tomporary j
had Peen made,she steamed for the Un:t
refit in the Navy Yard at Charleston,

Here"Ugandatunderwent extensive ixdsrnl
Tpafalgar Doy,0ctober 21,194l,she was recu
the Pirst all-Csnadian cruiser of Yerld war TEe
speskers on that occasion were Sir GeTrala Caspell
-~ - pBritish- Minister and special assistant to the
British Ambassador to the United States,end Hon-Leighton
McCarthy,K.C,. ;ambassador of Cansda to the United Siates.

At the request of the Protectorate of Ugahda and the
Admirslty,the original name of the ship was retained as
a tribute from Canada o a sister member of the British
Rmpirce.

"ganda',on her way to Australia to join the British
Paific Flest,steamed 20,089 miles 2y weay of Scspa Flow,
Gibraltar,ialta and Alexandrisg,where she ccmpleted
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" Cne 0f trs records estsblished bv "Uganda" in the
war in the Far Bast was in remaining 152 days at ses
or in the battle rua with steam on the main engihes’
continuously. For most of this period the ship was in
the tropics in cond1J¢3Ls of grcat hcat and discomfeort.
Mganda", during her nine monihs with the Royal Navy,
steomed L6, 236 miles. From the time she lef't Charleston,
,uautl Jarolina, on Qatober 24, 1944, to her arrival in -
meotimalt, B.C., on Juiy 10, ﬁ9u) —~— a period of eight
‘end one-half months — she had steamed 63,400 miles.
Al O:hﬁP_WOPdS,ulECB her origirel comissicning by the
‘Royel Navy, until the close,.of the war in the Paeifie,
Mjganda¥® had sollea a distance about equal to four
timcs_ﬂroupd th @Uuator.

s

Poyal (Osnadien Navy in World War II.

Inn September 1939 & keen but infinitesimal Royal
Canadian Nevyr put to ses in six destroyers and a
hendful of smaller craft. This was the encire fleet
availaple for meeiing its pa‘t of the appalling
-gituation faced by the ddenly embattled Allies. OF
the 3%,60L officers znd mer risk ng uu the fores prior
to tie outbrezk of hostiliiizs, le Yhan 17,700 wers
on a permanent active service DRSiS. These snips and
men, however, were Io prove the cers of a Navy that
vithin five years was fighting a glcobel war as the
~Tourtn Allied sea power. Lach trained secaman of the
active force was to be duplicated nesgrly sixty Times
in providing crewvs for the flceb of 378 warcrsft and
more than 400 smalier vessels which Canada had in
operation by 1945, :

During the six years of the struggle over 107,C80
Canadizns wore Naval uniform. The psak personnel at
ona period reached 95,705, by wiaich time the wakes of

cgalg were streazing every ocean %o which the
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The remarkabls Teature of 3his
truiy naticaal character.idr sovo
Deminion hsd been without marksc meriiime ecuivit
contribution to World War I.had béwor = Novy of losz
than ©6,000men,many of whom served in bratish shins.diacn
Canada assumed a major responsibiliiy Tor the Batihie of
the Atlantic in the early stages ¢f World Wap II,the

practieal implications sesmed far beyoad her- egpacity.
. A lsrge percentage of recruits csme from her grest
~inlgad stretches.Many of them had never seen th gexn
before.Nevertheless,they brought with them capacitics
for ‘teamwork which,under rapid developuent.provided the
“winning touch against a tough,highly traired enemv.liost
“important from the pzint of view of mora
sudaenly Navy-minded country's enthusians

From North Russia to Japan,ships cf
‘Cunadian Navy,played their vigorous Sarh
men ahd 109 ships participated in the Jorner VARG
When the Allies landed in North 4Africa,the R.0.N.was
there.The Fleet Air Arm was studdscd vwith outatancing
‘Canadian sailor-airmen,one of WhOm,L@aR-HoGPThercsg
D.S.C.,Mention in Dispatches,died as one of the war's
Zreat heroes. gl _

Cf all serviee ribbons,however.ths watered blue,
green and white of the Atlantic Star is one that

ymbolizes the great contribution ¢f the R.C.I,The *
battle which this decoration commumorates lasted:from
the day the war opened.until the dav of Lhe CGerman
surrendsr.At no time was -there any latup orn the part of
the cnemy's effort to break the all-important lifeline
of supplies from the American continens to the United
Kingdom.For months on end the fighting remsined on a
knife-edge in mid-Atlantic.From the moment when Canada
threw her first little flotilla into this desperate
battle in 1939 until the victorious months of 1945 when
she had taken over the entire close escort for merchsat
convoys,this was her meost relentless test snd her great
est triumph.

During that fime Canadian warships convoyed 25,713
merchant vessels carrying 181,643,180 tons of cargo
from North American ports to the Urited Kirigdem. The
largest convoy of its sort during the war,a merc-rtile
armada of 167 ships,¥as among tliose cgcorsed wishout -
loss.QOver 1,000,000 tons of cargy crossed in it.Witn




the excepiion of its air protection,the escort was
entirely Canadian. - '

OFf the 17 enemy submarines definitely sunk by the
R.C.N., the 11 in which they shared the credit with
other Allied craft, and the probable sinking of several
more whese loss opuld not be officially established,
the great majority were in the Atlantic fight. In
addition to the submarine score, Cenadian ships destroyed,
captured or damaged at least 31 eneny surface craft and
assisted in the case of 80 others. S

In Naval operations, contradictory to fighting
ashore, fatal cessualties Far cuthumber the wounded and
prisonerss Against the 33 officers of the ReCoNo
vounded in action, 225 were killed. The proportion
among ratings wes ebout the same; 1,756 dead for 266
wounded., Of the 98 offisers and men taien prisoncr, the
majority were from a single ship, H.H.C.8. wathabaskan",
which went down in pre-invesion baittle off the French
cossts a1l told, 3% Canadian werships were Lost cduring
the wac. Seven of them were motor torpedo boais but
the heaviest casuslisies were amorg the destroyers,
frigates and ccrvettes —— the "work horses™ of the
secmingly endless Battle of The Atlantic. _

one significent feature of the contribution was that
Ganadiasn shipyards produced the cwarms of frigates,
and corveites and minesweepers that formed tne backbone
of this essentislly submarine-hunting Navy, Towards the:
finish, even the largest trpe cf desiroyer, the Tribal,
wes being launched in Cenadianh yarGs. Trawler Mmineswespers
hadg been the most smbitious warcraft undertaken by tre
Dominion's shipbuilders in the previous wars

Sharing hot »ith the seamen were nearly 6,000
menibers of tne Jomen's Royal Canadian Naval Service ——
the "Wpens' -- who, suthorized in 1942, played a striking
pert on the shore side of tae dervice and, at war's end,
were practicaily as numerous as had been the entire R.C.IN.
at the end of the 191413 conflicts.
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