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Preface

On 30 July, 1950, the three Canadian destroyers
Cayuga, Athabaskan and Sioux arrived at Sasebo,
Japan, under orders to join the United Nations forces
fighting in Korea. Under the conditions that existed in
the Korean theatre during almost the entire period of
active hostilities, it would often have been most
inconvenient to maintain the three Canadian destroyers
as a single operational formation, and hence it came
about that seldom did HMC ships there operate as a
division under their own divisional commander.

Necessary as this arrangement may have been, it
makes things rather awkward for the historian. When
writing of the role of the Royal Canadian Navy in the
Korean operations, instead of dealing with the activities
of a single force, he must perforce, if he aspires to
completeness, tell the stories of all the individual ships.
Such a history would be very long and often, it must be
admitted, exceedingly tedious, since much of the
destroyers’ time was taken up in entirely uneventful
escort duties, carrier screening and inshore patrol
missions. One way of solving the problem would be to
make the history episodic in nature, consisting of a
series of descriptions of the more noteworthy episodes
in which our ships were involved. But interesting as
some of the episodes might be, even a very large
number of anecdotes strung together would not
constitute a history of the Royal Canadian Navy’s
destroyers in Korea.

The logical solution of the difficulty, and the one
that has been adopted, is to compromise. In the
following pages an attempt will be made to provide,
within the framework of a general account of the main
conflict, both an episodic account of the activities of
the individual destroyers, including a proportion of the
routine operations, and a general outline of the history
of the Destroyer Division itself.

This history of the Canadian destroyers in Korea is
primarily an operational history, but of course it has
been necessary to mention on occasion such aspects
as administration and logistics. These features have

however been kept as much as possible in the
background, and this in spite of the fact that a small
naval force operating at a great distance from its home
bases is inevitably faced with many problems which
would not be encountered, at least in so acute a form,
under ordinary conditions of service.

But one very important feature of RCN activities in
Korean waters cannot be entirely neglected, and that is
the problem of supply. The difficulties caused by a
shortage of certain radar or sonar parts or the lack of a
particular nut or bolt usually loomed much larger than
such administrative problems as pay, discipline and
drafting. A short chapter on Canadian naval logistics in
the Far East has therefore been written and is included
as an appendix.

The completed manuscript was read by a large
number of persons, most of them naval officers who
served in the Korean theatre, and to these we owe a
large debt. Their constructive criticisms have
appreciably decreased the number of errors both of fact
and interpretation in the book. Those errors that remain
are of course the sole responsibility of the authors.

Because the officers to whom we are indebted are so
very many, it is impracticable to list them all. But the
fact that we do not thank them by name does not mean
that our gratitude to them is the less.

We thank also our colleagues and the clerical staff in
the Naval Historical Section for the help they have
given.

THOR THORGRIMSSON,
Naval Historical Officer.

E. C. RUSSELL,
The Naval Historian.

Naval Historical Section,
Ottawa,
Canada.
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MANUSCRIPT SOURCES

The principal sources for this account of the Canadian
destroyers in Korean waters are the volumes of
manuscript reports, letters, memoranda and messages
held by the Department of National Defence, Ottawa.

The most useful single series of files is that
containing the Reports of Proceedings of the individual
ships, supplemented by the Reports submitted at the
end of each tour of duty by the various Commanders of
the Canadian destroyer force. The reports
submitted by Captain (now Rear-Admiral) J. V.
Brock, D.S.0., D.S.C., C.D., RCN, and Captain
(now a retired Commodore) James Plomer, O.B.E.,
D.S.C. and Bar, C.D., RCN, are particularly
informative. Several general Reports on Korean
experiences submitted by individual Commanding
Officers are also of great historical value.

In addition to these sources the Korean files of such
Directorates as Intelligence, Plans and Operations, and
of the Supply Branch are also very useful.

As these files are not available except to certain
authorized personnel, it is felt that no very useful
purpose would be served by enumerating them in a
bibliography. In the text of the history, the sources of
direct quotations from original documents have been
cited. In general, except where secondary sources are

vi

involved, the aim of keeping the footnotes to a
minimum has been adopted. The source for any
statement of fact concerning the Canadian destroyers
is, unless otherwise stated, the relevant Report of
Proceedings.

PRINTED SOURCES

For that part of the text which deals with the
Korean conflict as a whole, a considerable number
of printed sources have been consulted, and these are
all, together with others that have come to our
attention, listed in the bibliography included as
Appendix J.

The bibliography of printed sources does not aim at
completeness as naturally it is heavily weighted on the
naval side. Little use, for instance, has been made of
Army and Air Force periodicals, while naval
periodicals have been extensively consulted. It is hoped
however that no books or articles of major importance,
whether they deal with Navy, Army or Air Force, have
been overlooked.

Since the manuscript was completed early in 1960, a
number of valuable books on the Korean conflict have
appeared. No important changes in the text have been
made as a result of these new works, but a number of
footnotes have been added.



CHAPTER 1

“THREE SHIPS WEST”

In Ottawa it was mid-afternoon, Saturday, 24 June,
1950, but in Korea dawn was about to break on
Sunday, 25 June,* when an artillery bombardment
struck the little border town of Ongijin just south of the
38th parallel. Some two hours later North Korean
troops supported by armour began to surge across the
frontier at several key points. As the hours passed the
attack continued and grew in strength, and soon it
became apparent that this was no border raid but the
beginning of yet another war.'

Strange as it may seem in this age of split-second
communication, reliable information about the North
Korean aggression was slow in reaching the outside
world. So unexpected was the attack and such was its
force that the South Korean defences were thrown into
complete disorder. After the beginning of the initial
barrage almost seven and a half hours elapsed before
the United States Ambassador in Seoul, Mr. John M.
Muccio, was able to collect enough seemingly-
authentic information to inform his government that a
major attack had taken place.2 It took twice as long for
the United Nations Commission on Korea, with
headquarters in Seoul, to prepare a telegram notifying
the Secretary General that there was a “serious
situation developing which is assuming character of
full-scale war and may endanger the maintenance of
international peace and security.™

Events followed quickly upon the receipt of
Ambassador Muccio’s telegram in Washington at 2126
on 24 June. Top diplomatic and military leaders were
called in for talks, and shortly after midnight the
Secretary of State, Mr. Dean Acheson, telephoned
President Truman, who was visiting his family at
Independence, Missouri, to discuss what should be

*The time difference is fourteen hours; thus the attack which
began at 0400 on 25 June occurred at 1400, 24 June, Ottawa (EST)
time. Henceforth the time and date of events will be that of the
place where they occurred.

“THREE SHIPS WEST”

done. Their decision to lay the matter before the United
Nations was in accord with an earlier statement by
Acheson that if an attack occurred the responsibility
“must be on the people attacked to resist it and then
upon the commitments of the entire civilized world
under the charter of the United Nations.” So far the
U.S. Government had taken everything very calmly;
President Truman decided that it would not even be
necessary for him to break his holiday. As more news
began to come in, and it became clear that the North
Koreans were much stronger and the South Koreans
much weaker than had been thought, Acheson
telephoned Truman again, and the latter decided to
return to Washington.5

The Security Council meeting resulting from the U.S.
request was held on Sunday afternoon, 25 June. The
U.S.S.R. was not at this time represented on the Council,
as she had been boycotting its meetings since the
previous January in protest against Chinese Nationalist
membership. Its members consequently were able to act
freely without fear of a veto and immediately passed a
resolution denouncing the attack on South Korea as a
breach of the peace. North Korea was called upon to
withdraw her army at once behind the 38th parallel, and
the UN Commission on Korea was ordered to observe
and report on this withdrawal. All members of the UN
were called upon to assist in the execution of the
resolution and to refrain from giving assistance to the
North Koreans.® The vote on this resolution was
unanimous except for one abstention.’

Truman arrived in Washington that evening, and
after a conference with diplomatic and military men he
decided to authorize General Douglas MacArthur, the
supreme commander of the allied occupation forces in
Japan, to prevent the fall of the Inchon-Kimpo-Seoul
triangle until all American nationals there could be
evacuated. Orders were also given to begin moving
American naval and air forces in the East into the



danger zone. No drastic measures were taken, but some
seem to have been contemplated.® On the following
morning, Monday, 26 June, Truman made a statement
which was fairly innocuous; it left the solution of the
problem to the UN, though of course giving assurances
of full United States support.’

The Security Council marked time during the 26th to
see what effect its resolution would have on the North
Koreans. But bad news continued to filter in to the U.S.
Government, and on the night of the 26th Truman met
with his advisers and decided to take drastic action.
United States naval and air forces, on Acheson’s
recommendation,'® were ordered to go to the assistance
of South Korea, and the Seventh Fleet was given the
task of neutralizing Formosa. These decisions were
made public next morning by President Truman.'
Their toughness surprised even the U.S. State
Department, but they were in general favourably
received throughout the anti-Communist world.

That same day, 27 June, the U.S. representative on
the Security Council, Mr. Warren Austin, informed
Council members that North Korea had completely
ignored the first UN resolution and that he was
therefore presenting a second resolution to supplement
and strengthen the first. This second resolution,
incidentally, had the effect of “legalizing” Truman’s
action in using armed forces against the aggressors.* It
contained but one recommendation: “. . . that the
Members of the United Nations furnish such assistance
to the Republic of Korea as may be necessary to repel
the armed attack and to restore international peace and
security in the area.”’? Though some of the UN
members in their speeches endeavoured to minimize
the force of this resolution,13 it was in effect a
declaration of war on the North Koreans. There could
be no backing down now; if the resolution were not
acted upon, it would probably mean the end of the
United Nations as an effective organization.

Canada up to this time had nothing to do with the
decision to take up the North Korean challenge, although
no doubt her attitude had been made known to the U.S.
and British representatives on the Security Council.
Canada had no official representative in Korea, and her
information about the situation there had to come
through the UN or from friendly governments.'
Parliament was in session, and when the House met on
Monday, 26 June, the Government was questioned about
Korea. Mr. L. B. Pearson, the Secretary of State for
External Affairs, could add nothing to the information

*The first resolution, which had ordered the cessation of
hostilities, had called upon all members “to render every assistance
to the United Nations in the execution of this resolution,” but it is
fairly clear that the Council did not mean that its members should
use force of arms to ensure the cessation of hostilities.

already in the press, but he assured the House that the
safety of Canadian nationals in South Korea would be
looked after."> The House does not appear to have been
very alarmed by the Korean crisis. The opposition
parties did not press the Government to disclose its
plans, and there was no criticism of Mr. Pearson’s
statement that the Security Council resolution of the
25th, “I feel certain ... will commend itself to all
members of the house.”'® The matter was dealt with
quickly, and the House went on to discuss the decline in
production and increase in price of cheese.

The Korean crisis inevitably crept into the debates
on the following day, 27 June, as the House was
discussing the estimates of the Defence Department.
Preparedness was the theme of much of the discussion,
and the Royal Canadian Navy was singled out for
praise on that score. The Leader of the Opposition, Mr.
George Drew, repeated and expressed agreement with a
statement of the Minister of National Defence that the
navy was “nearer to being on an active service basis
than any of our other forces.”'’ The Minister, Mr.
Brooke Claxton, did not state that the navy might be
involved in the Korean crisis, but he did hint at the
possibility when he remarked that “ ... if the situation
continues to look serious, we certainly could not
continue with plans for the [previously announced]
voyage of the ships [of the Pacific Destroyer Division]
to European waters Lot

The overall picture was much clearer when the
House met the following day; there was no longer
doubt about the attitude of the United States nor about
the intention of the North Koreans to continue their
aggression. Mr. Pearson therefore was able to make a
more comprehensive statement to Parliament than
before. He pointed out that the Security Council had no
means of enforcing its decisions and was forced to rely
on “individual members of the security council acting
within the terms of the charter but on their own
initiative.”"” This the United States had done when she
ordered her naval and air forces to aid the South
Koreans, and the Canadian Government was prepared
to support her action. When questioned about what
practical measures Canada intended to take, Mr.
Pearson pointed out that the Security Council
resolution of the 27th had not yet been formally
delivered to the Canadian Government; but, he
continued, “I can assure ... [parliament] that we shall be
conferring, through the United Nations, with other
members of the United Nations as to what part we in
Canada can and should take in any future action that
may be necessary.”*’ Before the debate ended both the
Official Opposition and the CCF party expressed their
approval of what had so far been done to meet the
Korean crisis.”!

“THREE SHIPS WEST”



Next day, the 29th, the opposition parties began to
exert more pressure on the government to take action in
support of the United States and the UN. Mr. Pearson
made another statement, but he added little to his
previous one except the announcement that Canada, at
the request of the UN Secretariat, would be supplying
two military observers to the UN Commission in
Korea. The Social Credit leader, Mr. Solon Low, while
agreeing in principle with Mr. Pearson’s statement of
the 28th, made a strong speech advocating that Canada
should back the United States and the UN to the limit
of her resources. Mr. Drew for the Conservatives and
Mr. Stanley Knowles for the CCF both pledged support
for any action taken to fulfil Canadian obligations
under the UN charter. The only dissenting voice was
that of Mr. Jean Frangois Pouliot (Liberal,
Temiscouata) who seems to have felt that the Korean
crisis was really none of Canada’s business.”> That he
did not speak for the Quebec members was made clear
by M. Boisvert (Liberal, Nicolet-Yamaska) who
asserted that . . . we from the province of Quebec will
be like brothers with those from other provinces in our
readiness to support the government ... 7>

Before the North Korean attack occurred, it had been
decided to prorogue the current session of parliament at
the end of the month, and the Government did not
consider that the crisis was serious enough to merit
keeping the House in session after regular business had
been cleared up. When the members assembled on the
morning of 30 June the Prime Minister himself, the
Right Honourable Louis St. Laurent, made a final
statement on the Korean crisis. He emphasized strongly
that Canada had no intention of making war on any
country. If she were to become involved in hostilities
against the North Koreans it would be as a member of
the UN fulfilling her obligations under the Charter.
Should the Security Council request military aid
Canada would consider making a contribution; “It
might”, he said, “ . . . take the form of destroyers to
operate with other naval units of the United
Nations....”** That it would almost certainly take the
form of destroyers was revealed by the statement that
the Pacific coast destroyers would definitely not be
going to Europe as planned but instead would be
moved into western Pacific waters “where the ships
would be closer to the area where they might be of
assistance to the United Nations and Korea.”*

The Prime Minister’s statement was very well
received by the House. Mr. Drew made a long speech
emphasizing that his party whole-heartedly supported
the Government “in taking whatever steps may be
necessary to preserve the peace.”*® Mr. Knowles for the
CCF and Mr. Low for the Social Credit party both
endorsed Mr. Drew’s views. There was not a dissenting
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voice; though obviously Mr. Pouliot had his tongue in
his cheek when he rose to signify his assent to the will
of his party: “. . . if I did not rely upon the wisdom
and the foresight of my leader, the Prime Minister, I
would make now a longer speech than that of the
leader of the opposition.””” It was obvious that the
Government had the full support of the House for its
plan to send three RCN destroyers of the Pacific
Division, if necessary, into action with the other
United Nations forces.

The reason that the Government had chosen the
Royal Canadian Navy to provide Canada’s initial
military contribution was simply that, of the three
armed services, only the RCN was in a position to
provide an active service force for immediate use.”®
The Canadian Army was at or near its full peace-time
strength and had at its disposal many well-trained
units, notably an air-borne brigade. The difficulty was
that these units had been specially trained for and
could not be spared from their primary role-the
defence of Canada. In any event none of them was so
prepared that it could be packed off at a week’s notice
to fight in a foreign theatre 7,000 miles away. The
RCAF was in a similar position. Its squadrons were
fully prepared to help defend Canada; they were not
prepared, nor could they be spared, to fight in Asia.*
If the Canadian Government wished to send
immediate aid to the hard-pressed United Nations
forces in Korea, that aid would have to come from the
Royal Canadian Navy.

Following the Truman statement and the Security
Council resolution of 27 June, the RCN began to take
steps to put its fighting ships in the Pacific on a war
footing. The three destroyers of the Pacific Division
were at this time in the early stages of preparing for a
European cruise with the Canadian Special Service
Squadron. Sioux was in dry dock, where she was
expected to remain until 30 June; some of the items on
her “alterations and additions” list were not due for
completion before 10 July. Athabaskan was in a fair
state of readiness as she had begun preliminary storing
for the European cruise, but she was in the midst of her
annual leave period, and many of her key men were
away, with their leave not due to expire until 6 July.
Cayuga, the senior ship of the division, was the one
best prepared to make a quick departure, though even
she had but recently (21 June) come out of dry dock.

In spite of all these difficulties the Flag Officer
Pacific Coast” decided, after consultation with the

*There is always a tendency to think of air power as being
exceptionally mobile, but when the area in which an air force wishes
to operate is out of striking range of its planes, the mobility of that
force is no greater, and perhaps even less, than that of the other two
services. Carrier-based air power is of course much more mobile.



Senior Officer of the destroyer division®® on the
morning of 28 June, that the ships could be ready to
sail in 24 hours if necessary. It is perhaps fortunate that
such a rapid departure did not become necessary as an
enormous amount of work remained to be done to bring
the ships up to full efficiency. Some of the ships
required changes in armament; some had to complete
essential repairs; all of them had to bring their
complements up to a war-time level,”' had to take on
stores and equipment, including a liberal supply of
spares, and had to replenish their fuel and outfits of
ammunition. Most of the Royal Canadian Navy’s ships
and establishments on the West Coast assisted in one
way or another in the project Three Ships West,* but it
is to the three ships’ companies, to FOPC’s
organization, and to the staffs of the supply depot and
the dockyard that the greatest share of the credit is due
for the speed and efficiency with which the destroyer
division was readied for war.

Though the RCN on the West Coast had been aware
since 27 June that at least some of its destroyers might
be ordered to the Far East, it was not until the morning
of 30 June that a message arrived from CANAVHED
(Naval Headquarters, Ottawa) officially cancelling the
European cruise.”® Two and one-half hours later the
Flag Officer Pacific Coast received the message that he
and all his command had been expecting:

You are to sail “Cayuga,” “Sioux” and “Athabaskan” from
Esquimalt at 16 knots to Pearl Harbor p.m. Wednesday 5
July, 1950..%*

The mission for which the Pacific Destroyer
Division had already begun to prepare was thus
officially confirmed, and the race against time to get
everything ready increased in intensity. Besides the
immediate problems faced by the Pacific Command in
preparing the ships for war, there were many other
difficulties in this unique undertaking. It would be the
first time that Canada had placed a military force at the
disposal of an international organization and the first
time she had placed such a force under a foreign
commander in peace time. Consequently the legal
aspects of the undertaking required close study.* Then
too there were logistic arrangements to be made; for as
the RCN possessed no fleet train, the destroyers would
have to depend upon the USN and the Royal Navy for
fuel, ammunition, much of their supplies and of course
base facilities.

Not all the logistic problems had been solved when
the time came for the destroyers to sail, nor had the

*There was some doubt whether the RCN would have to be
placed on active service, whether a state of emergency would have
to be declared, and whether the Government had the authority to
place Canadian forces under a United States or even a United
Nations commander.

legal status of the force been settled.+ The ships sailed
therefore under orders to proceed to Pearl Harbor
where they would receive further instructions. It was
made quite clear however what their ultimate mission
would be if there were no radical change in the
international situation.*

On the day before sailing, important changes of
command, which had been promulgated before
hostilities opened in Korea, took place within the
Pacific Destroyer Division. Captain J. V. Brock,
D.S.C., RCN, became Commander Canadian
Destroyers Pacific and Commanding Officer, HMCS
Cayuga, in place of Captain M. A. Medland, RCN, who
had served in her since 15 September, 1949. A relief
for the Commanding Officer of HMCS Sioux,
Commander D. W. Groos, D.S.C., RCN, was also
arranged, his place being taken by Commander P. D.
Taylor, RCN. Commander R. P. Welland, D.S.C.,
RCN, who had taken command of his ship only some
three months before, remained with HMCS Athabaskan
when she sailed for, Korea.

Finally the time came to sail, and at 1500, local
time, 5 July, 1950, HMC Ships Cayuga, Athabaskan
and Sioux’® formed up astern of HMCS Ontario
(Captain H. F. Pullen, O.B.E., RCN) and sailed
outfrom Esquimalt bound for Pearl Harbor some
2,000 miles away. As the formation passed Duntze
Head the salute was taken by Rear-Admiral H. G.
DeWolf, C.B.E., D.S.0O., D.S.C., RCN, Flag Officer
Pacific Coast.*’

Ontario led the formation (TG 214.1) for two days,
and then on the evening of the 7th after topping up the
destroyers with oil she reversed course to return to
Vancouver Island. The destroyers, now organized as
Task Group 214.4 with Cayuga as senior ship, sailed
on. The weather was perfect, and the ships passed the
time on passage in exercises and other training
activities designed to improve their efficiency and
ready them for action. On the morning of 12 July they
entered Pearl Harbor.

When the destroyers arrived at Pearl Harbor no
further orders had been received about the subsequent
disposition of the task group. Within two hours,
however, the expected message arrived:*®

1. ... as from 0001Z/14 July39 TG 214.4 under your command

is transferred to the operational control of General

MacArthur as Commander United Nations Forces Korea
for operations in relation to the invasion of South Korea

TWhen the destroyers sailed a commander for the UN forces in
the Korean theatre had not been named, and there was technically
no UN force as such operating there. It was 7 July before the
Security council authorized the U.S. to designate a supreme
commander for the unified force operating under the flag of the
United Nations.

“THREE SHIPS WEST”



Cayuga refuels from Ontario before setting course for Pearl Harbor.

only. You and all officers and men under your command
shall obey operational instructions issued by or on behalf
of such Commander. You shall promulgate this order in
suitable form to all officers and men under your
command.

2. You are to report by message direct to Commander
United Nations Forces Korea Headquarters in Tokyo ...
and request instructions, at the same time acquainting
General MacArthur of necessity for logistic calls at Bikini
and Guam and your ETA* these ports.

3. Logistic support. Arrangements will be made on
repayment basis for you to draw supplies from U.S.
sources other than items peculiar to RCN for which
arrangements will be made to have them shipped via U.S.
transport on demand by you.

4. You are authorized to fly the flag of the United Nations
at the foremasthead .. .

The following day Captain Brock signalled General
MacArthur, placing the RCN destroyers at his disposal
and indicating an intention of joining the UN forces in
the Korean theatre at the earliest possible date.*” The
General’s reply was prompt and courteous:

Part One. On behalf United Nations delighted to accept

force under your command for service in repelling aggression
in Korea.

Part Two. Proposed sailing schedule indicates prompt
action and readiness of the RCN. Upon arrival Guam report
to COMNAVFE who will issue further instructions.

Part Three. C IN C PAC is hereby requested to confirm
direct to you information this command logistic support
required. Signed MacArthur.*!

After two days at Pearl Harbor taking on fuel and
supplies and effecting minor repairs, TG 214.4 sailed
for Kwajalein, the next port-of-call. After an
uneventful passage of six days the destroyers arrived
there on 21 July, took on fuel, and departed the

* Estimated Time of Arrival.

“THREE SHIPS WEST”

View of Sasebo harbour. Athabaskan on extreme right, second from
foreground.

following day. Their next destination was Guam where
the task group received orders to proceed directly to
Sasebo on the island of Kyushu, Japan. Difficulties in
fuelling and storing delayed the ships, and they did not
leave Guam until the 27th. In an effort to make up the
lost time speed was increased to 24 knots,” and at
1530, local time, on 30 July the Canadian Destroyer
Division Pacific entered Sasebo harbour, ready to join
in the battle for the Pusan bridge-head.

Some idea of the offensive capabilities of the
Canadian destroyer force may be gained from the fact
that, at this time, a Tribal Class destroyer such as
HMCS Cayuga mounted six 4-inch guns and eight
40-mm. automatic Bofors guns for use against aircraft
and surface targets. Her anti-submarine armament
consisted of the ahead-throwing Squid mortar and
conventional depth charges; she also carried four tubes
for her 21-inch torpedoes. As to her size, though one is
accustomed to think of destroyers as small ships, the
average Canadian has but to think of the dimensions of
the house in which he lives to realize that a Tribal’s
length of 377 feet and breadth of 37/ feet is by no
means tiny.

The other Canadian Tribals that served in Korea
(Athabaskan, Nootka, Iroquois, Huron and Haida)
were all the same size as Cayuga and carried similar
armament. HMCS Sioux, though she bore a Tribal
name, was a former Royal Navy “V” Class destroyer,
with a length of 362 feet and a full load displacement
of 2,530 tons compared to a Tribal’s 2,745 tons. Sioux
carried two single 4.7-inch guns, an anti-aircraft
armament of 40-mm. and 20-mm. guns and six-21-inch
torpedo tubes. Her anti-submarine armament was the
same as that of a Tribal.



Hoisting the UN flag in Cayuga.

HMCS Crusader, the only other non-Tribal to serve
with the Canadian force in Korea, was a destroyer of
the Crescent Class. She was the same size as Sioux,
but her armament consisted of four 4.5-inch guns,
six 40-mm. Bofors and four 21-inch torpedo tubes.
Her anti-submarine armament consisted of two
hedgehogs, an ahead-throwing weapon of an earlier
type than the Squid carried by the other ships, as well
as depth charges.

While the Canadian destroyers steamed across the
Pacific, the war in Korea was going badly for the
United Nations. Exploiting the initial advantage gained
by their unexpected assault, the North Korean infantry*
advanced rapidly against little more than token
resistance from a disorganized and demoralized South
Korean army. Soldiers of the U.S. 24th Division were
flown from Japan and hurriedly committed piecemeal
in an attempt to stiffen the defeated forces, but there
were simply not enough of them to play a decisive part
in the battle. By the middle of July, however, the 25th
U.S. Division had arrived in Pusan and was hurrying to
the front, and on the 18th the First Cavalry was landed
by the navy at Pohang. These troops, backed by all-out
aerial support from the navy and air force, succeeded in
slowing the advance, and by 7 August the First
Provisional Marine Brigade, hastily scraped together
and landed by the navy at Pusan a few days before, was
able to launch a counter-attack against the over-
confident North Koreans near Chindong-ni. When
Cayuga led the Canadian destroyers into Sasebo, the

*The North Korean forces enjoyed fair artillery support and also
possessed a number of the formidable Soviet T-34 tanks, but these
weapons were not of decisive importance; the backbone of the
Communist forces, both before and after the Chinese intervention,
was a superb infantry.

issue was still very much in doubt; Taejon had fallen;
Taegu was endangered; and the entire Pusan
bridgehead was threatened by an enemy advance east
from Mokpo against the weak left flank of the United
Nations forces.*

The great need at Pusan was for more ground forces,
but as they were simply not available it fell to the
overwhelmingly superior naval and air forces of the
United Nations to try to make up for the lack. The U.S.
Air Force was at a disadvantage in that, because of lack
of operational air fields in Korea, its short range craft
had to operate from Japan and its bombers from Japan
and Okinawa. The mobile air power of the carriers*
was therefore invaluable, not only in providing close
support for the ground troops but in destroying
strategic targets which would normally have been the
responsibility of land-based planes45. Whether or not
the strategic bombing had any effect on the battle for
the Pusan bridge-head is very doubtful®®, but there
seem to be grounds for claiming that the close support
and armed reconnaissance, particularly of the carrier
planes, played a decisive part in the eventual victory of
the UN forces*’.

The role of the other naval vessels in the defence of
the Pusan bridge-head was less spectacular than that of
the aircraft carriers but equally important. It is virtually
certain for instance that the bridge-head would have
been wiped out had not the navy been available to land
the First Cavalry at Pohang and the 25th Division and
the Provisional Marine Brigade at Pusan. Nor should
the rescue by the U.S. Navy of the trapped Third ROK
Division from the beaches near Yonghae be forgotten.
This division, on the day following its embarkation,
was re-landed at Kuryongpo-ri some thirty miles
further south to resume its task of stemming the
Communist advance.

Besides these operations involving the use of naval
air power and the movement of troops, UN naval forces
also provided gun-fire support in an effort to impede
the Communist advance. During the Pusan fighting,
however, it was seldom that direct gun-fire support
could be employed to maximum advantage. Most of the
heavy fighting took place near the centre of the defence
perimeter, and there was little activity on the extreme
flanks where naval gun-fire would have done the most
good®™. As a result, much of the naval effort was
directed towards destroying military targets well
behind the lines®. After reinforcements began to arrive
in force towards the end of July this programme was
intensified; between the end of June and
midSeptember, when the Inchon landings began, the
UN naval forces carried out 89 bombardments on the
east coast alone’.
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Close support and interdiction* by naval gun-fire and
carrier planes, the movement of troops and the escort
of troop transports were only incidental to the chief
task shouldered by the UN naval forces in
Korea—blockade. On 4 July President Truman
declared a blockade of the entire Korean coast-line;51
now it remained for the navy to make it effective.”” It
did not take long to dispose of the small, ineffective
“gunboat navy” which was all the North Koreans
possessed,” and of the obsolete propeller craft that
made up their air force.”® Virtually all danger of enemy
attack upon the UN ships was thereby eliminated.
There remained however the dangers of mining and
shore battery fire.”

Unfortunately, enemy action was not the only
obstacle facing the blockading ships; there were also
the problems created by geography, hydrography and
climate. The western coast-line, for instance, is ragged
and heavily indented, and the water is extremely
shallow and dotted with islands, low-water mud flats,
rocks and shoals. High, strong tides, of over thirty feet
in some places, scour the muddy bottom, and channels
are formed, obliterated and reformed with remarkable
frequency. There are few harbours worth the name, and
those that exist must be continually dredged to prevent
silting.>

Such conditions did not make easy the task of the
west coast blockade force. Firstly, they were altogether
too favourable for the clandestine use of small craft. It
required the utmost vigilance by surface ships and
supporting carrier planes to prevent the infiltration of
enemy agents, the movement of supplies and men, and
even the fairly large scale transport of invading troops
to and from the mainland and the many off-shore
islands. Secondly, the shoal water made it very difficult
for even small ships to approach close enough to the
shore to provide effective gun-fire support for UN and
guerilla forces and to attack the enemy’s lines of
communication. Thirdly, conditions on the west coast

*In the dictionary sense of the word, interdict means to prohibit
or prevent absolutely, but in the military sense it can also mean
merely to hinder or obstruct.
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made it easy for the enemy to lay mines, though
fortunately the extreme range of the tides made moored
mines fairly easy to detect.’’ The tides and currents,
however, made the floating mine a perennial problem.
Had the enemy possessed large numbers of magnetic,
acoustic and pressure mines, the west coast would
indeed have been a dangerous place for the blockade
forces, especially in the early months of the war when
minesweepers were virtually unobtainable.

The climate of the west coast does little to make up
for the unfavourable hydrographic conditions. The
winter is fairly cold, with occasional gales and blinding
snow squalls; the summers hot and humid, with heavy
rains and much fog. During the summer one can
usually expect at least one typhoon, and occasionally
there are as many as three; fortunately many of them do
not strike the northern Yellow Sea and Yalu Gulf.

The east coast climate is much like that of the west,
but the hydrographic conditions are very different.
Here the water is deep, islands are few, and the
coastline, except at its northern end, almost unbroken.
The 100-fathom line lies close to the shore in most
places, and the tidal range is very low. Along the coast
is a series of narrow plains backed by high mountains,
and through these plains, especially in the area between
Wonsan and Chongjin, run the main railway lines and
roads of North Korea. It was against these vulnerable
lines of communication that the weight of UN naval
attack on the east coast was thrown.

Though the east-coast naval patrols enjoyed many
advantages not shared by those on the west coast, they
also faced one problem which did not as seriously
affect their western counterparts. For the extremely low
tidal range, the absence of the fierce currents found on
the west coast and the narrow width of the continental
shelf between the 100-fathom line and the shore, all
contributed to make the east coast ideal for the use of
moored mines.”™ As on the west coast, the prevailing
ocean currents flow from north to south, thereby
facilitating the use of drifting mines. Such, then, were
the conditions under which the Canadian destroyers
would be operating in the Korean theatre.
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CHAPTER II

FROM PUSAN THE YALU

When the Canadian destroyers steamed into Sasebo
harbour on the afternoon of 30 July, they found there a
scene of hectic activity. Everyone was aware that the
fate of the bridge-head around Pusan depended mainly
upon how rapidly the navy could pour troops and
supplies into the battle area. Cayuga and her consorts
certainly wasted no time in idle preparations. Within 24
hours of her arrival, Athabaskan was out on her first
operational mission with the United Nations escort
forces.

The command organization of the United Nations
naval forces in Korea had been revised three days
before the Canadian destroyers arrived in Japan, and
that part of it which concerned them was now set up as
follows:'

COMMANDER, NAYAL FORCES FAR EAST
(Vice Admiral C, Tumer Joy, LSN)

TASK GROUP 94.5
(Rear Admiral Charles C. Hartman, LUSN)

il |

TASK ELEMENT 946.50 TE 94.51
{Capl. A.D.H. Jay, 0.5.0., 0.5.C. and (Rear-Admiral Hartman,
Bar, RN, in HMS Black Swan) the CTG %.5)

" P
Escort element of DD's and PF's East Coast Support Group No. 1

[ |

TE 96.53
TE 96.52 .
(Rear-Adairal J M Higgios, USN) (Rear-Adairal W.G. Andrewes,

C.B., C.B.E,, 0.5.0.]
Easf Support Group Ne. 2 y '
1 Coast Sugport Group West Coast Support Group

TASK UNIT 96.53.1 TASK UNIT 96.53.2 TASK UNIT 96.53.3*
HMS Triumph HMS Jamaica HMS Kenya
(Capt. AD, Toresse, 0.5.0., RNy |{Capt. 1.5.C. Salter, 0.B.E, D.5.0.,RN) (Capt. P.W, Brock, RN)
and escorts. (Carier element) and escorts and escors

*TU 96.53.0 (headquarters organization of CTE 96.53 at Sasebo)
and TU 96.53.4 (HMS Ceylon and escorts) were later added to the
organization.

FROM PUSAN TO THE YALU

At the very apex of this pyramid was General Douglas
MacArthur, now Supreme Commander of all United
Nations forces in the Far East.

The principle incorporated in this new command
organization of making the British responsible for the
west coast of Korea while the United States Navy
looked after the cast coast was retained throughout the
war.’ According to Admiral Joy the reasons for this
decision were

... purely tactical in nature. For one reason, the east coast
with its longer coastline and more numerous accessible targets
required more ships for blockade, as well as bombardment
and interdiction missions, than the British could muster.

Furthermore, since our fast carriers would be operating

most of the time in the Sea of Japan it was thought best from

the standpoint of coordination to have U.S. ships rather

than British operating in the same area as the carriers.’
There was also a very important political reason for
assigning the west coast to the British? Great Britain
had diplomatic representatives in Red China, and should
one of her ships, or a Commonwealth ship, accidentally
violate Chinese ‘“neutrality,” it would be relatively
simple to settle the matter through diplomatic channels.
Should an American ship become involved in such an
incident, however, the logical Chinese reaction would
probably be to retaliate, for as the United States did not
recognize the existence of a Red Chinese government
she obviously could not be expected to have dealings
with it. In the eyes of most members of the United
Nations, such a clash between the forces of Red China
and United States forces under UN command was
something to be avoided at all costs. It was probably for
this reason that, though United States ships often
operated on the west coast they seldom penetrated deep
into the Yalu Gulf, whereas when Commonwealth ships
served on the east coast they operated to the very
northern limits set for the eastern blockade.
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As had previously been agreed between Admirals
Joy and Andrewes, the three Canadian destroyers when
they arrived were allocated to the British task elements,
Cayuga being assigned to the west coast support group
and Athabaskan and Sioux to TE 96.50, the fast escort
element convoying ships between Japan and Pusan.
Thus upon arrival in Sasebo the Canadian Destroyer
Division Pacific virtually ceased to exist as a single
unit for operational purposes’ and, for the duration of
the Korean campaign, it was only occasionally that
three Canadian destroyers served together on the same
operation under Canadian command. Such an
arrangement was necessary under the circumstances.
Had the Canadian contribution consisted of, shall we
say, a carrier and a division of screening destroyers
supported by a fleet train,” it would have been logical
to operate it as a separate group. Since the force
consisted of three destroyers only, it was inevitable that
to use the ships to best advantage it was often
necessary to operate them as individual units. Thus it
came about that, though Captain Brock would have
preferred to keep his division together for operational
purposes, and though Admiral Andrewes did his best to
comply with his wishes, it was not often that the three
Canadian destroyers served side by side against the
enemy in Korea.

The first few weeks in Korea were far less hectic
for the Canadian destroyers than one might have
expected considering the critical state of the land
campaign at this time.” A purely naval force, unless it
is strong in carriers, can intervene directly and
decisively in a land battle only when the front lines
are within range of naval gun-fire. In the battle for the

Cayuga takes on ammunition at Sasebo.
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Pusan bridge-head such conditions existed, as has
been mentioned, only on the extreme eastern flank;
and consequently the UN naval forces, except for the
carriers, were engaged mainly in blockading the
enemy coast and in ensuring the safe passage of men,
ammunition and supplies to the battle area.

Ships of the UN force at Sasebo. Left to right, La Grandiere
(French), Cockade (British), Warramunga (Australian) and HMCS

Athabaskan.

A short survey of the activities of the Canadian
destroyers will give a fairly accurate picture of the
activities of the other UN destroyers on the west coast
at this time. Athabaskan, as has been noticed, went to
work almost immediately and by 1430 on 31 July had
cleared Sasebo harbour en route to escort the fast
troop ship General Morton to Pusan. This was the
first of four routine convoy missions to Pusan
undertaken by Athabaskan before she was transferred
to the west coast group on 11 August. Sioux was much
less active, as she was retained at Sasebo for rescue
duties. She carried out only one seven-hour patrol in
the approaches to Sasebo during the time she was
attached to the escort element. On the 12th she
transferred to join Athabaskan in TU 96.53.3 for
service on the west coast.®

Cayuga’s Commanding Officer, Captain J. V.
Brock, being the Commander Canadian Destroyers
Pacific, was very busy during the first few days
discussing operational matters and making
arrangements with the Royal Navy and the U.S. Navy
for repair and maintenance facilities and for the
supply of fuel, ammunition, food and other necessities
for his ships. His own ship nevertheless carried out
more operational assignments during this period than
either of the other Canadian destroyers. On the
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evening of 3 August she sailed from Sasebo as escort
to the Royal Fleet Auxiliary (RFA) Brown Ranger who
was going out to refuel the ships of TU 96.53.3.9 After
returning to Sasebo early on 8 August from this
entirely uneventful mission, Cayuga transferred next
day to the fast escort element'’ and carried out five
routine convoy missions to Pusan between the 9th and
the 24th. On the latter date she joined the blockading
forces on the west coast.

It was while serving with the escort element that
Cayuga became the first RCN ship actually to engage
the enemy in the Korean theatre. At this time, in mid-
August, the military position of the UN forces within
the Pusan perimeter was still very precarious. Though
the main impetus of the North Korean attack had been
slowed, the enemy was still pushing upon the
perimeter at most points, one of the more dangerous
thrusts coming north-east from Yosu and Sunchon
upon the weak UN left flank. The more important
enemy forces were inland out of range of direct naval
gun-fire, but the port of Yosu, recently seized by the
North Koreans, was on the sea and therefore
vulnerable. Though there was very little likelihood
that the Communists could, in the face of the naval
blockade, make any use whatever of Yosu as a port,
there were numerous warehouses and other
installations on the water-front that might be of value
to their war effort. It was therefore decided to destroy
them, and HMS Mounts Bay and HMCS Cayuga were
detailed for the task.

When returning from an escort assignment to Pusan
on 15 August, Cayuga joined Mounts Bay south of
Yosu. The two ships steamed to within four miles of the
port, anchored, and prepared for action as if on the
practice range instead of in enemy territory. At 1742
Mounts Bay, having contacted the aircraft spotting for
her, opened fire and began a methodical bombardment
of the harbour area. About half an hour later Cayuga
fired her first ranging shots and began to join in the
destruction.'' For almost two hours the ships bombarded
the port, Cayuga herself placing 94 rounds of 4-inch
high explosive upon the harbour installations before the
two ships broke off the action and returned to Sasebo to
continue their normal escort duties. The target was far
from being completely destroyed, and perhaps the action
did not have any direct effect upon the battle for the
Pusan perimeter—after all, only one destroyer and a
frigate were engaged—but the importance of the Yosu
bombardment for this narrative is that it marked the first
time since the end of the Second World War that the
Royal Canadian Navy engaged the enemy. It was only
the first of many such actions; in the next three years
Canadian destroyers were to carry out hundreds of
bombardments and hurl thousands upon thousands of
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shells at the enemy as part of the Royal Canadian Navy’s
contribution towards the achievement of the United
Nations objective “to repel the armed attack and to
restore international peace and security” in Korea.

When Cayuga left the escort element to join
Admiral Andrewes’ blockade and bombardment
force on 24 August, the other Canadian destroyers
had already been serving with that organization for
almost two weeks. Duty with the blockade force was
generally more interesting than that with the escort
group except when it included screening the British
carrier Triumph*. Athabaskan, for instance, had been
having a busy time among the west coast islands,
bombarding enemy batteries, observation posts,
troop concentrations, and other targets and
supporting landings of ROK troops on Red-
dominated islands. Sioux on the other hand, though
she too was serving with TU 96.53.3, had been
involved in no noteworthy incidents. She did
however carry out a minor bombardment of the town
of Popsong’po (Popusompu) on 20 August.

Even when Cayuga joined the other Canadian ships
with the west coast blockade on 24 August, the three
destroyers continued to operate as individual units
within British formations rather than as a division.
Their duties were varied and often interesting, and
each destroyer normally took her turn performing each
type of assignment. For this reason it is proposed to
recount in some detail the story of only one of them,
HMCS Athabaskan, during this period, as this should
give the reader a fairly accurate view of the activities
of the RCN on the west coast blockade patrol in the
weeks immediately preceding the Inchon landing.

Athabaskan’s active duty with the west-coast group
began on 12 August when she sailed with TU 96.53.3
from Sasebo. In company was TU 96.53.1, consisting
of the carrier HMS Triumph and the destroyer HMS
Cornus, with the commander of the entire west coast
force, Admiral Andrewes, flying his flag in Triumph.
The two groups sailed in company to their operating
area between the Mackau and Clifford Islands'* where
Triumph, with the destroyers guarding her, began to
fly her striking aircraft and reconnaissance planes
against the enemy in and around Inchon, Kunsan and
Mokpo. The operations against Inchon and Kunsan
were of particular importance, for though
MacArthur’s plans had not yet been finally approved
it appeared likely that the former city would be the
scene of a mighty amphibious landing designed to cut

*Carrier screening duties were never very popular with the
destroyers, for it was usually dull and monotonous work, involving
constant changes of course and speed. Given the choice, the
destroyers much preferred the more dangerous work of inshore
patrol and bombardment.
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off and destroy the enemy attacking the Pusan
perimeter. Kunsan was at the top of the list if for some
reason the Inchon plan had to be cancelled, and in any
case it was to be the scene of deceptive operations
designed to draw attention away from Inchon.

When Triumph and Cornus returned to Sasebo on
15 August, TU 96.53.3 took over inshore patrol duties
from the third of the Commonwealth task units on the
west coast, TU 96.53.2, which consisted of the cruiser
HMS Jamaica and her escorts. Before leaving for
Sasebo Jamaica carried out a farewell bombardment of
Kunsan, Athabaskan joining Consort on the cruiser’s
screen during the action. When the cruiser had fired the
last round, Consort handed over her patrol notes to
Athabaskan, and the two British ships sailed towards
Japan, leaving the Canadian destroyer to begin her lone
patrol off Kunsan. The other two ships of TU 96.53.3,
Kenya and Sioux, were in the meantime patrolling to
the north between the Clifford and Te Chong Islands."

Upon beginning her patrol, Athabaskan set sail for
the island of Ochon'* to contact the ROK* naval forces
which were to co-operate with her on her mission. The
ship encountered four junks while en route and ordered
them to sail independently to Ochon-tot, where their
seemingly-innocent refugee passengers could be
interrogated by ROK security forces. When the
destroyer arrived at Ochon the Commanding Officer,
Commander Welland, held a conference with the four
ROK naval commanders present and received from
them a great deal of valuable information concerning
enemy activities in the area. Commander Welland in
return did what he could to assist the ROK forces with
supplies and technical assistance and detailed two of
his electricians to carry out certain essential repairs to
the ROK vessels which the Korean technicians had
been unable to perform.

Athabaskan made a quick foray towards the mainland
after the conference to check on reported enemy activity
in the Kokunsan Islands."® The mission was uneventful,
and Athabaskan returned to Ochon-to to recover her
electricians before proceeding inshore for the night.
Athabaskan arrived at her night anchorage south of the
Kokunsan group shortly after dark, and two armed ships’
boats were sent inshore to patrol the coast-line and
prevent illicit traffic by junks and sampans. The two

*Republic of Korea, whose forces were invariably referred to by
the UN forces as ROK’s.

+ To (or Do) is the Korean word for island. To render Korean
words in English is a difficult and confusing matter, and
consequently one encounters a great variety of spellings in charts
and books dealing with Korea. See Dr. H. Kublin’s note on “The
ROK Navy” in USNIP, October 1953, 1134-1135, in which he
points out that Yi, Rhee and Lee in the names of, respectively, the
great Korean naval hero Admiral Yi, President Syngman Rhee and
the Republic’s first Prime Minister Lee Bum Suk, are all rendered in
Korean by the same pictograph, meaning “plum”.
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Canadian naval officers and their South Korean allies plan a
bombardment. Captain J. V. Brock in centre; Commander R. P.
Welland second from left.

boats prowled the inshore waters all night, but
everything was quiet and not a vessel was sighted.

At first light, after recovering her boats, Athabaskan
steamed towards Kunsan and saturated a battery of four
120-mm. guns located near the city with 58 rounds of
4-inch. There was no reply from the enemy, and the
ship cruised northward along the coast towards the
village of Taejon (Taechon)* where a military
observation post had been reported. Twenty-five 4-inch
shells were hurled at the building housing the suspected
O.P., and several hits were observed, whereupon the
ship withdrew to seaward to patrol among the off-shore
islands.

Cayuga seamen maintain radio contact with their ship while
others inspect a lighthouse on a Korean west-coast island.

*Not to be confused with the inland city of Taejon defended by
General Dean and his 24th Division in the early days of the war.
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Athabaskan searched throughout the day in the
triangle formed by the Kokunsan Islands, Wantsun
Islands'® and the Ui-to Group,'” meeting only one lone
junk, which was loaded with destitute refugees. The
ROK naval vessels Chi Ri San (PC 704) and YMS 502
were met in mid-afternoon and a conference was held
with their commanders aboard Athabaskan. As usual
the ROK’s had a good deal of intelligence to impart.
When night fell Athabaskan again steamed inshore, this
time anchoring just south of Ui-to, and sent away her
boats to patrol the coast. Again the boat patrol proved
fruitless; there was simply no enemy or refugee traffic
of any kind in the area.*

In the morning (it was now 17 August) Athabaskan
proceeded south along the coast and anchored off the
town of Popsong’po (Popusompu) which, the ROK’s
had reported, was the site of a North Korean military
headquarters. Forty-five shells from the main armament
were fired into the town, but as it was an indirect,
unobserved bombardment the results could not be
properly assessed. To make up for this unobserved
bombardment, the ship turned north along the coast,
hugging the shore so closely that the Bofors guns were
able to engage several reported machine-gun nests.
Athabaskan put out to sea at 0950 to meet the RFA
Wave Prince which had come north to refuel the ships
of the west coast blockading force. While Athabaskan
was refuelling, shortly after noon, she was joined by
the other ships of TU 96.53.3, Kenya and Sioux, who
had come south from their patrol off Inchon. When all
the ships had refuelled, Athabaskan transferred her
Kunsan patrol notes to Sioux, who was taking over, and
set off north with Kenya.

For the next four days, from 17 to 21 August,
Athabaskan operated under the orders of Kenya'® in the
Inchon patrol area, but only rarely were the two ships in
company. When the ships arrived at their night anchorage
on the evening of the 17th, Commander Welland went
aboard Kenya for a conference with the latter and with the
ROK Navy on future operations. The leader of the ROK
naval forces in the area was Commander Lee Hi Yung,
the Commanding Officer of Kum Kang San (PC 702), a
most aggressive fighter, who had under his command a
small force of seamen with which he was systematically
mopping up the Communists on the islands in the Inchon

*Early in August there had been a good deal of loose talk in
Army and Air Force circles in Tokyo about the “ineffectiveness of
the naval blockade.” The theory that the North Koreans were
supplying their armies by sea was based on the erroneous belief that
bombing had cut their overland supply lines and on the equally
invalid assumption that all sighting reports handed in to Air Force
Headquarters were accurate. All reports of the movement of vast
supply armadas and the sinking of 10,000-ton ships in enemy
harbours, when they could be checked, were found to be without
foundation. See Cagle and Manson, op. cit., 292-293.
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Captain J. V. Brock explains UN aims to Korean islanders
shortly after Inchon landings.

area. It was decided at the conference that the island of
Taku Chaku'" would be next on Commander Lee’s list
and would be assaulted on the following morning. The
planning for this amphibious assault would have brought
tears to the eyes of a staff officer trained in the conduct of
combined operations in the Second World War; it would
not be too much exaggeration to say that the planning
consisted largely of the commander of the assault forces
pointing to a chart and saying something like this to the
commander of the naval support ship: “I intend to land
somewhere hereabouts at around 0600 tomorrow
morning. I’d appreciate your sticking around to help out if
we should run into difficulties.”

The planning may have been somewhat informal,
but the execution was faultless, and at 0600 on the
morning of 18 August, 120 ROK seamen were
assaulting the beaches of Taku Chaku, while
Athabaskan methodically pounded the Communist
headquarters in the island village of Supo with 94
rounds of high explosive. At 0700 Athabaskan landed
a party of two officers and 30 men to support the
ROK forces™ but the support proved unnecessary as
the ROK’s were doing very well by themselves.
Before sunset that evening the island had been taken
at no cost in casualties to the attacking force. On the
enemy side there were heavy casualties; there were no
wounded and no prisoners among them.

Athabaskan remained off Taku Chaku throughout the
day, ready to lend assistance if necessary. She was
anchored in 33 fathoms of water, over a very rocky
bottom, with a current running up to six knots, and
shortly before noon the starboard cable parted,
resulting in the loss of an anchor and 18 feet of cable.
Nothing daunted, Athabaskan moved closer inshore
and anchored again. As there was no need for more
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Korean lads armed with wooden guns mount a guard of honour for
Commander R. P. Welland during his visit to Kunsan Islands.

active participation, she concentrated on treating the
numerous civilian casualties brought on board by her
own boats and the ROK craft.

Athabaskan weighed anchor at nightfall and moved
inshore to patrol near Inchon. Once again the night
patrol mission proved fruitless, and the ship returned
empty handed to Taku Chaku. Throughout the next
day, 19 August, Athabaskan remained off the island
working with the ROK forces in preparation for the
next assault landing. Twenty Lanchester machine
carbines and 6,000 rounds of ammunition were lent to
Commander Lee’s force, and Chief Petty Officer
Aveling, Athabaskan’s Chief Gunnery Instructor, went
ashore to train the ROK seamen in their use, a mission
that was entirely successful despite the language
barrier. Besides helping in this way Athabaskan also
aided the South Koreans by providing boats and by
once again tending the civilian wounded. Commander
Lee came aboard before the ship left for her inshore
night patrol and concerted plans for an attack the
following morning on the island of Ryanku.”'

After yet another uneventful anti-shipping patrol, at
0511 on 20 August Athabaskan was lying at anchor
north of Ryanku ready to bombard the five villages on
the island, the plan being to panic the civilian
population and thereby disrupt communications. At
0637 the ship opened fire with star-shell to illuminate
the island and then proceeded to pound the outskirts of
each village with high explosive. In this way, it was
hoped, the objective would be obtained without causing
unnecessary civilian casualties, and indeed that is what
happened. As the first star-shell burst, the villagers
took to the hills, communications collapsed and the
defenders were thrown into confusion.

As the darkness faded Athabaskan shifted anchorage
inshore to get out of sight of a heavy enemy battery
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Petty Officer maintains radio contact with Athabaskan while
landing party searches a Korean west-coast sland.

situated on the mainland nearby. She had just anchored
again when two junks came into view making for
Inchon. Both motor boats were immediately lowered to
give chase. The junks were under full sail and making
very good speed, and it looked as if they might escape
entirely. Athabaskan thereupon took a hand with her 4-
inch guns. Her aim was good, and the third shell landed
some 25 yards from one of the junks. Down came all
the sails, and the men of both crews began hurriedly to
remove the only white garments they had—their
underwear—and wave them frantically as a signal of
unconditional surrender. Both craft were then seized
and taken in tow for delivery to the ROK’s.

The South Korean seamen of PC 702, many of them
armed with Canadian Lanchesters, had in the meantime
carried out an unopposed landing on Ryanku and were
rapidly overrunning the island. It was more of a
manhunt than a battle; the desperate Communists were
systematically rooted out of their strongholds, and by
1800 that same day the island had been taken. Once
again there were no enemy wounded or any prisoners.

After stopping the junks, Athabaskan turned her fire on
a radio reporting station situated on the tiny island of Yo
Dolmi** in the middle of the channel leading into Inchon.
Her aim was deadly, and a third of the 36 rounds she
fired—at a range of 7,200—yards—scored direct hits. But
Athabaskan was not satisfied even with such shooting,
and when she had disposed of her captive junks she
moved to within a mile of Yo Dolmi. The island appeared
to be undefended, so an armed party under Lieutenant-
Commander T. S. R. Peacock, RCN, was sent in to
complete the destruction of the target. The party met with
no resistance, and what remained of the station was
methodically de molished.”

Athabaskan was under orders to leave the Inchon
patrol area in the afternoon and rejoin Kenya, but
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before retiring southward she decided to pay a final call
on her friends in PC 702 off Ryanku. The call took
longer than had been expected; PC 702 was loaded
with civilian wounded from the island, and the ship
was delayed for some three hours while her medical
staff treated the casualties. Finally she was able to join
Kenya, and the two set off in company to rendezvous
with their relief ships near the Clifford Islands.
Athabaskan had carried out her first mission with the
west coast blockade force.

During this tour of duty with TU 96.53.3, Athabaskan
had done yeoman service in the United Nations cause.
The work done by the other Canadian destroyers on the
west coast blockade was similar and certainly every bit as
important, but it was less spectacular, for neither ship took
part in any assault landings with the ROK forces, nor did
either one carry out as many bombardments. Indeed
during this period there were only two bombardments
carried out by these two ships, one in which both Cayuga
and Sioux participated with Kenya in shelling the small
island of Te bu Somu** on 31 August, and one carried out
on 20 August by Sioux alone against machine-gun nests in
the Popsong’po area. During the rest of the time Cayuga
and Sioux were engaged in screening the carrier Triumph
and in carrying out routine patrols in the Kunsan and
Inchon areas, during which they intercepted the odd
junk or sampan manned by fishermen or filled with
starving refugees from Communism.

The Canadian destroyers were all together in Sasebo
by 3 September, but only temporarily, as Athabaskan
left next morning on an escort mission to the west
coast. Preparations for the Inchon landings were now
nearing completion, and the curtain was about to go up
on MacArthur’s “great gamble.” Much has been
written-and no doubt there is more to come-about this
peculiar operation, but this narrative is not the place to
discuss it in detail. It is sufficient to note that the
operation was designed to land the First Marine
Division (Reinforced), followed by the Seventh
Infantry Division (Reinforced) and by Tenth Corps
troops, at Inchon. This force, after taking the harbour,
town and air-field, was then to attack east and north to
take Seoul and cut the main road and rail
communications supplying the enemy around Pusan. It
was undoubtedly a fine plan-if it could be made to
work. It was generally agreed that the operation was a
gamble and that the odds were too long for comfort.*’
Nevertheless, against the almost unanimous opposition,
not only of his naval and military subordinates in
Korea, but also of his superiors in Washington,
MacArthur won approval for his plan-and won one of
the great military victories of the century.*
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The Canadian destroyers were not given a
spectacular role to play in the Inchon operation.
Admiral Andrewes had been appointed to command
Task Force 91, which was labelled the Blockade and
Covering Force and consisted of one carrier (HMS
Triumph) one cruiser (HMS Ceylon), eight destroyers
and 15 ROK Navy vessels.”' This force was charged
with several important duties: conducting special
reconnaissance and covering missions prior to D-Day;
providing cover for the vessels of the attacking force en
route to Inchon; maintaining a naval blockade of the
Korean west coast south of 39°35° North;27 and
performing such interdiction missions as might be
assigned. To simplify the conduct of his blockade and
escort assignments, Admiral Andrewes split his forces
into a Northern Group (TG 91.1) and a Southern Group
(TG 91.2). To the Canadian ships, now for the first
time in the Korean theatre to operate as a unit under
their own commander, fell the somewhat prosaic duties
of TG 91.2, the Southern Group. As CTG 91.2, Captain
Brock was responsible for:

1. providing escort for the logistic support group
supplying the attacking force;
2. enforcing a blockade of the coast between 35°

45’ and 36° 45’ North; and

3. maintaining a hunter-killer group to deal with
enemy submarines in the unlikely event that they
made their appearance in the area.

He was given the three Canadian destroyers and a few
light ROK naval vessels to carry out these duties.

The Canadian contribution to the success of the
Inchon landing, it must be admitted, was small. The
destroyers carried out their duties with, their customary
efficiency and despatch, but since there was no
opposition from the enemy to the passage of the
logistic support ships and no hostile submarines to
pursue, the history of RCN activities during and after
the landing does not make very exciting reading.
During this period, however, there was always at least
one of the Canadian destroyers on the inshore blockade

*In recent literature on the Korean conflict there has been some
criticism of the Inchon landing, but all writers seem unanimous in
praising MacArthur for having had the courage to force his views
on reluctant superiors and subordinates. Such praise should be
given, however, only if one believes that the general was an
infallible military genius. Historians and military commentators
who praise MacArthur for insisting on the Inchon attack might bear
in mind that it was he who also insisted on the Wonsan landing;
who said in late June 1950: “Give me two American divisions and I
can hold Korea;” who launched the “end the war” offensive; and
who, on 6 November, 1950, heaped extravagant praise on the UN
commander on the western Korean front for averting “any
possibility of a great military reverse” just a few days before that
same military commander’s forces were overwhelmed and in panic
retreat. (Cagle and Manson, op. cit., 112-116; Marguerite Higgins,
War in Korea, 33; Karig, op. cit., 375. See also Commander M. W.
Cagle, “Errors of the Korean War,” in USNIP, March 1958, 31-35
and Harry S. Truman, Years of Trial and Hope, (New York, 1956)
364-367).
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patrol, and this fortunate ship sometimes became
involved in interesting adventures.

For a week before the new task group organization
came into effect, Sioux had been working on the west
coast blockade with HMS Ceylon. The patrol was not
entirely uneventful, and Sioux took part in the
interception of suspected blockade runners,
investigated suspicious junks and sampans, destroyed
four enemy mines and joined Ceylon in a bombardment
of enemy emplacements on the mainland at Fankochi
Point.*® Sioux detached from Ceylon on 14 September
and proceeded to the Kunsan area as CTE 91.22. The
Canadian destroyers and their ROK colleagues, now
that the new organization had been established, were
responsible for the blockade of this part of the coast.
Sioux remained on patrol off Kunsan until 17
September without seeing a sign of enemy activity, and
on that day she was relieved by Cayuga and sailed to
join Athabaskan for escort duties.

Cayuga, as her captain was also the CTG 91.2, did
not remain near Kunsan but cruised the entire area for
which the group was responsible. During her tour of
duty, therefore, the responsibility for enforcing the
blockade rested mainly on the three ROK vessels under
Captain Brock’s orders: PC 704, YMS 306 and YMS
307. These small ROK craft well merited the
responsibilities placed on them; not only did they
perform their duties with enthusiasm and efficiency,
but they also contributed much valuable information
about enemy activities on the islands and the mainland.

Cayuga remained on blockade patrol for three rather
uneventful days, cruising up and down the coastal area
for which she was responsible. It was during this period
that Captain Brock, horrified at the truly terrible
conditions under which some of the islanders in his
area lived, devised the first tentative plans for the
operation, later designated Operation Comeback, which
was to do so much towards rehabilitating the islanders
on the west coast. He himself took the first step in this
direction by setting up a fishing sanctuary for the
Kokunsan islanders whose chief means of livelihood
had been destroyed by the strict naval blockade.

Athabaskan arrived on 20 September to take over
from Cayuga and begin a blockade patrol of nine days.
It was a patrol which had its interesting moments, and
it merits description in some detail.

A few hours after being relieved Cayuga returned to
join Athabaskan on the inshore patrol, for she had found
that Sioux had only a single oiler to screen and therefore
did not require any assistance. The two ships then
planned a joint attack on two bridges on a coastal road in
the Beijaa Bay area,” for now that the enemy troops
around Pusan had begun to retreat, it was of the utmost
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importance to cut their lines of communication and
prevent them from escaping northward to join their
forces fighting before Seoul. A reconnaissance party
from YMS 307 was sent in to investigate, but it met with
considerable enemy opposition and was forced to
withdraw, not before discovering however that the
bridges were being attacked by UN planes. The plan to
destroy the bridges was therefore cancelled, and the two
destroyers spent the morning of 22 September shooting
up military targets in Beijaa Bay. That evening Cayuga,
suffering from a defect that had caused the salinity
content of her boiler feed water to rise to a dangerous
level, left the Kunsan area to return to Sasebo.

Athabaskan moved inshore on the night of 22
September to give support to the U.S. fast transport
Horace A. Bass™, which landed a party of ROK
Marines near Nampo. This raiding party was re-
embarked without incident, though Bass was fired on
as she withdrew. On the following morning
Athabaskan, joined by the ROK PC 704, entered the
Poryon Po’' to shoot up enemy positions around the
bay. Several gun emplacements and observation posts
were bombarded at point-blank range; ten warehouses
sheltering troops and supplies were destroyed, and two
motor junks concealed in a little harbour were blown to
bits before the two ships put back to sea to plan yet
more destruction.

The next major operation carried out by Athabaskan
and PC 704 was against two small islands at the entrance
to Kunsan harbour, Piun-to and Youjiku—to”, which
were believed to be held only by weak Communist
police forces. On the morning of 25 September
Athabaskan assaulted Piun-to, sending in her two motor
cutters with a party of 30 specially trained volunteers
under the command of the First Lieutenant, Lieutenant-
Commander T. S. R. Peacock, RCN. There was no
opposition to the landing; in fact all the men of military
age had fled to a neighbouring islet some half a mile
away. A group from the landing party pursued them to
their hiding place and interrogated their leaders. No
signs of arms nor of any military installations were
found, so the Canadians withdrew.

In the afternoon it was the turn of the ROK’s, to
whom the task of reconnoitring Youjiku-to had fallen.
The South Koreans were not so fortunate as the
Canadians, and when the boats from PC 704 and YMS
306 went in to assault the island under covering fire
from Athabaskan and their own vessels, they were met
by machine-gun fire. The ROK’s pressed home their
attack, and the enemy withdrew inland. Satisfied that the
island was occupied by Communist troops, and not
being prepared to take and hold the island against strong
opposition, the South Koreans themselves withdrew.
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They had suffered only three casualties, all lightly
wounded. A little child wounded during the landing as
also brought back, but she died Ilater aboard
Athabaskan and was buried at sea.

When the ROK ships went inshore to support their
landing parties, PC 704 sighted a mine off the island®
Next morning at low tide Athabaskan sent in her motor
cutters with a 14-foot dinghy to investigate this
sighting. One mine was found at once and marked with
dan buoys for later examination, a second was sunk and
another two were sighted and their locations plotted
before the rising tide hid the field.

On 27 September low tide was at 0900, and
Athabaskan’s motor cutters and dinghy again set to
work on the mine problem. What with the mines and
the shallow water, it would have been dangerous to
take the ship close enough inshore to sink the mines
with the 40 mm. guns, and since it proved very difficult
to sink them with rifle fire the problem was not an easy
one to solve. The solution arrived at by Athabaskan
was unorthodox, and it called for iron nerves, steady
hands and expert boat handling—but it worked. The
motor cutter went in towing the dinghy. When a mine
was sighted the dinghy, carrying Mr. D. W. Hurl,
Commissioned Gunner, RCN, the Athabaskan’s
demolition expert, would be rowed to the spot.
Carefully avoiding a collision which might blow the
boat and all its occupants into tiny fragments, the man
at the oars would bring the dinghy close alongside the
mine and hold it there while Mr. Hurl and his assistants
fastened time-fused demolition charges to the mine’s
mooring rings. When the fuses had been lit, the dinghy
would “take off” with all despatch and remain at a
respectful distance until the charges exploded. Then
“back to the mines” to blow up some more before the
tide came in and covered them. Sometimes the charges
would merely blow holes in the casing and the mine

Commissioned Officer David Hurl attaches charge to enemy
mine while AB Edward Dalton holds the mine steady.
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would sink, but occasionally the charge within the mine
would be set off and there would be a tremendous
explosion. The spectacular display was almost enough
to compensate for the ticklish business of setting the
charges. Working in this fashion, Mr. Hurl and his
party were able to destroy four mines before the tide
forced a suspension of operations.**

HMAS Bataan joined Athabaskan on the inshore
patrol at noon that same day. As it had been reported
that the Communists, alarmed by the ROK landing two
days before, had reinforced Youjiku-to with several
hundred fresh troops, the destroyers joined forces to
give the island a thorough pounding. With
Athabaskan’s Ordnance Officer, Lieutenant C. A.
Sturgeon, RCN, spotting from a boat close inshore and
directing the fire of both ships by voice radio, the
bombardment was deadly accurate, and one target after
another was systematically destroyed.

Bataan remained in the Kunsan area that night, while
Athabaskan moved north to the vicinity of Ammin-to™
to watch for enemy coastal traffic. There was nothing
moving as usual, and in the morning (28 September) the
Canadian destroyer returned to Youjiku for more mine
demolition work. Bataan’s boats also joined in the good
work, and another four mines were destroyed and a new
minefield discovered. The two ships joined forces in the
afternoon for a bombardment of the Beijaa Bay area that
Cayuga and Athabaskan had shelled on the 22nd. After
the bombardment Athabaskan sailed north again to her
night patrol area. En route, several hundred civilians
were sighted on Pechanko-to®® obviously busy digging
trenches and preparing military installations, so
Athabaskan closed the range and prepared to disrupt
their activities with her 4-inch guns. Standing orders for
the UN ships stated that every effort should be made to
avoid civilian casualties, and in this instance the
civilians showed a commendable spirit of co-operation,
displaying, as the Commanding Officer remarked,
considerably more speed than dignity in clearing the area
long before the first salvo landed.”’

After another uneventful night searching for enemy
junks off Ammin-to, Athabaskan left on the morning of
29 September for Inchon. Here she handed over her
patrol notes to HMAS Warramunga who was to relieve
her on the Kunsan patrol. Athabaskan, after taking on
fuel, then embarked the commander of the blockade
forces on the west coast, Admiral Andrewes, for
passage to Japan. On the morning of the 3O0th,
Athabaskan was back in Sasebo where she joined
Cayuga and Sioux.

The success of the Inchon landing, one might say
with little exaggeration, had changed the military
situation in Korea overnight. Inchon had been secured
on the day following the assault; Kimpo air-field fell on
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HMCS Sioux destroys an enemy mine.

17 September; and by the 19th the UN forces had
reached the Han River. For a day or two it appeared
that perhaps the landing would not have the desired
effﬁ:ct,38 for the Reds held firm before Pusan until the
night of 17 September. Then resistance began to
weaken, and by 25 September, when the Marines were
fighting in Seoul, the North Korean Army was in panic
flight towards the 38th parallel.

The next problem facing the UN high command was
that of the crossing of the parallel, a problem that was
still being debated in the General Assembly when the
Third ROK Division on 1 October surged north across
the border. MacArthur had few doubts about what
should be done, and on 26 September, the day after he
declared Seoul had been scs:cured,39 he ordered his
planners to prepare for operations to seize all of North
Korea."” MacArthur’s foresight was justified on the
following day when the Joint Chiefs of Staff authorized
him to conduct operations north of the parallel,
provided that before such operations began there had
been no entry of major Chinese or Soviet forces into
North Korea nor any threat of such entry41 The threat
of entry by Chinese forces came on 30 September from
Chou En-lai and was repeated by him to the Indian
Ambassador in Peking on the 3rd of October, when he
stated that if non-Korean troops crossed the parallel,
Chinese forces would cross the Yalu. This threat,
obviously designed to influence the General Assembly,
did not have the desired effect, and the Political
Committee on 4 October passed a resolution
authorizing MacArthur to take “all appropriate
steps...... to ensure conditions of stability throughout
Korea.” On 9 October the Joint Chiefs of Staff
modified their previous instructions to MacArthur
about ceasing operations north of the parallel on the
threat of Chinese or Soviet entry into the war, by now
stating that actual contact with such forces in strength
should be the only grounds for halting the northward
advance.* On that same day, 9 October, the UN forces
launched their major attack across the parallel.

The astounding success of the Inchon adventure had
encouraged MacArthur to include another amphibious
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landing in his plans for the complete destruction of the
North Korean Army and the seizure of the entire
peninsula. With the South Korean troops attacking on
the eastern front and the U.S. Eighth Army and its
attached UN troops in the western sector, the North
Koreans were being rapidly driven back. But MacArthur
wished to destroy the Communists, not shoo them across
the Yalu, and he decided to use both an airborne and an
amphibious landing to cut off as many as possible. The
former called for the dropping of the 187th Airborne
Regiment near Sunchon, a road and rail centre some
thirty miles north of the North Korean capital of
Pyongyang, and it was carried out on 20 October.

The amphibious operation was a much more
ambitious undertaking. Like Inchon, the Wonsan
landing was the brainchild of General MacArthur, and
it too was carried out against the advice of many of his
senior commanders. The U.S. Navy in particular was
strongly opposed to the whole enterprise. It is obvious
now, as it should have been then, that the Navy was
right. In the first place, it was argued, the operation was
unnecessary; secondly, it would remove two of the
finest divisions in the theatre from the fighting for
almost a month, and that at a critical time; thirdly, it
would tie up urgently needed port facilities at Inchon.**
These objections were ignored,* and the UN naval
forces prepared to carry out the landing at the place
fixed by General MacArthur.

While these momentous plans were being prepared,
the three Canadian destroyers spent most of their time
in Sasebo cleaning boilers, undergoing minor repairs
and generally readying themselves for the next
mission assigned to them by the Commander Task
Group 95.1. Though they were now in TG 95.1
instead of TG 96.53, the Canadian ships were still
under the orders of Admiral Andrewes and still
serving on the west coast; only the number and
official designation of their task group had changed.
The new organization, which became effective on 12
September, was set up as follows:

*Commander Cagle asserts (ibid. 32) that MacArthur’s personal
staff successfully prevented Admiral Joy, the commander of all UN
naval forces in Korea, who by virtue of his position should have
been one of the most important advisors at Tokyo Headquarters,
from presenting the Navy’s objections to the General. It is the
Commander’s belief that one of the chief reasons why the Wonsan
landing was not cancelled was that Major-General E. M. Almond
wished to retain his independent command. Incredible as it may
seem, Almond was not only Commander Tenth Corps, but he also
retained his posts as Deputy Commander and Chief of Staff to
MacArthur. If Tenth Corps and Eighth Army had continued to
operate together, the former could hardly have been allowed to
remain an independent command. The Wonsan landing provided an
excellent opportunity for a clean break between the two commands.
The whole incredible story is told by Captain M. Blumenson,
“MacArthur’s Divided Command,” 4rmy, (a periodical published by
the Association of the U.S. Arm), November 1956, 38 f.
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COMMAMDER-IN-CHIEF
(General Douglas MacArthur)

C-IN-C PACIFIC FLEET
(Admirai AW, Radford, USN)

COMMANDER NAVAL FORCES FAR EAST

(Vice Admiral C.T. Joy, USN)

C~IN-C FAR EAST STATION

COMMANDER 7th FLEET
(Vice Admiral A.D. Struble, USN)

(Admiral Sir E.J.P. Brind, K.C.B., C.B,E.)

COMMANDER, TASK FORCE 95
(Rear Admiral A.E. Smith, USN)

TASK FORCE 77
(Rear Admiral E.C, Ewen, USN)
Fast carrier force

| |

I L |

TASK GROUP 95.1* TASK GROUP 95.2
(Rear-Admiral .G, Andrewes, C.B,, C.B.E, D.5.0,) (Rear-Adm, C.C. Hartman, USN)
FO 2i/c FES, Blockade Group West Coast Blockade Group East Coast

(Capt. J.H. Unwin, D,5.C,, RN)

TASK GROUP 95.5 TASK GROUP 95.6 TASK GROUP 95.71
(Capt, R.T. Spofford, USN) {Cdr M.J. Luosey, USN)
Minesweeper Group ROK Navy

Escort Group

|
| I

TASK ELEMENT 95.10
Shore representative of CTG 951 in HMS Ladybird

TASK ELEMENT 95.11
Aircraft carrier element on patrol

TASK ELEMENT 95.13

TASK ELEMENT 95.12 Frigate el ement

Surface patrol and blockade element

{ For admini strative purposes only)

This was the command set-up which, with minor
changes from time to time, was to continue until
3 April, 1951.

When Cayuga returned to Sasebo for repairs late in
September, Captain Brock presented to Admiral
Andrewes a plan for the rehabilitation of the west coast
islands. This plan envisaged the removal of the
remaining Communist elements from the islands, the
restoration of law and order by ROK troops and police,
the donation of food and medical supplies and the
establishment of fishing sanctuaries to enable the
islanders to pursue their chief, and often only, industry.
His plan met with instant approval, and an operational
order was prepared outlining the manner in which
Operation Comeback, as it was called, would be carried
out. Captain Brock was placed in command and given
Cayuga and Sioux and a number of ROK naval vessels
to carry out the mission.

Before preparations had been completed to secure
ROK naval support and arrange for the supplies of food
and medicine which were to be distributed to the

*Admiral Andrewes was serving two masters; as CTG 95.1 he
was responsible for naval operations on the west coast of Korea; as
Flag Officer Second-in-Command Far East Station, he was
responsible for the defence of Hong Kong.

+ROKN elements on the west coast, except when special
operations were involved, came under the operational command of
CTG 95.1.
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islanders, the Canadian Chief of the Naval Staff, Vice-
Admiral H. T. W. Grant, C.B.E., D.S.0., C.D., RCN,
paid a visit to the Korean theatre, and Captain Brock
sailed Cayuga to Tokyo to meet him. Admiral Grant
remained with the ship, except for visits to the other
Canadian destroyers and to Sasebo and Inchon, until 12
October when he returned in Cayuga to Tokyo.

When Cayuga returned again to Sasebo to resume her
duties with TG 95.1, the progress of events in Korea had
resulted in the cancellation of the original Operation
Comeback. The overwhelming defeat of the Communists
in South Korea had rendered the presence of destroyers
with the Comeback force unnecessary, and the operation
was turned over to the ROK Navy. It is regrettable that
Captain Brock did not have the opportunity to conduct
this mission in person; it was a well conceived plan
which did credit both to his ability and to his humanity.

Meanwhile momentous events were preparing on the
east coast. The Wonsan landing was soon to take place,
and the great amphibious armada was forming up for the
attack. As Wonsan was well above the 38th parallel, it
was considered expedient that the landing be given the
character of a United Nations rather than a purely United
States Navy operation, so token forces from as many of
the UN navies as possible were included.45 It fell to
Athabaskan to represent Canada.
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Cayuga brings food for starving Korean west-coast
islanders, September 1950.

The CNS, Vice-Admiral H. T. W. Grant, is piped
aboard Sioux during his visit to Korean waters, October
1950.

Canadian sailors watch their gifts of chocolate being
distributed to children at an Inchon orphanage.
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Athabaskan put out from Sasebo with HMS Cockade
and HMAS Warramunga on 10 October to join the
Gunfire Support Group (TG 95.2) of Joint Task Force
7, the organization that was conducting the landing.
Junction was made on the following day, and the
group™® sailed to carry out its assigned bombardment
missions. The first such mission was against the
industrial city of Chongjin, only some 50 miles south
of the border of the U.S.S.R. The bombardment was
carried out on 12 October by the battleship Missouri
and the cruisers, Helena, Worcester and HMS Ceylon,
with the destroyers screening. The main targets were
the road and rail communications system and the
purely military objectives, since it was United States
policy to leave all strategic targets, such as oil
refineries and factories, to the Air Force. The fact that
within the Mitsubishi Iron Works at Chongjin there
was a large rail concentration, enabled Missouri to
pound that particular strategic target to bits; the Air
Force could hardly take offence if some of the 16-inch
shells happened to miss the railway tracks.*

The following day, 13 October, the Gunfire Support
Group split up temporarily to range along the coast
north of Wonsan looking for profitable targets.
Athabaskan, acting as mine detection and screening
ship, led Worcester and Ceylon to their target area off
Tanchon, a small port near Songjin. As usual there was
no enemy opposition, and the bombardment was
successfully carried out. One mine was encountered, a
floater, which Athabaskan promptly sank by gun-fire.

Athabaskan led a very humdrum life during the
remainder of the Wonsan operation. As her
Commanding Officer remarked in his Report of
Proceedings, the Wonsan landing was one anticlimax
after another. On 10 October, the day Athabaskan left
Sasebo to join TG 95.2, troops of the First ROK Corps
captured the city that the 250-ship armada was setting
out to assault. A small makeshift minesweeping force
began to sweep a channel into Wonsan that same day,
and it was not long before it became all too apparent
that the harbour was filled with mines. On the 12th two
of the sweepers in the small force, U.S. Ships Pirate
and Pledge, struck mines and went down with heavy
casualties. When the ships carrying the assault troops
appeared before Wonsan on 19 October, there was still
no swept channel to the beaches, whereupon there
began what the Marines sarcastically dubbed Operation
Yo-Yo. For twelve hours the ships, carrying troops
packed like olives in a bottle, would steam southward,
reverse course, and then steam northward for another

*After Missouri had ceased fire, a message came from the
Commander Seventh Fleet, warning all ships to stick to military
and transportation targets and leave Air Force targets alone.
Karig, op. cit., 336-337.
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twelve hours. For six days and six nights the landing
force shuttled back and forth.

On 25 October the minesweepers reported that the
necessary swept channels had been prepared, and at
dawn on the 26th the first assault waves went in to be
greeted by grinning ROK’s and jeering pilots of the
First Marine Air Wing, who seemed to find the
situation much more amusing than did the Marines of
the landing force. Three days later the troops of the
Seventh Infantry Division began landing unopposed at
Iwon, a small port between Hungnam and Songjin. All
the troops of Tenth Corps were back on Korean soil by
the end of October, ready to take up the fight from
which they had been withdrawn one month before.

Athabaskan meanwhile was leading a very unwarlike
existence. Throughout the entire operation she did not
once fire a gun at the enemy, for even when she was
escorting the heavy ships on bombardment duties she
was unable to take part because of the limited range of
her armament. Indeed her only warlike actions, except
for the sinking of enemy mines, were directed against
the unoffending herring of the Sea of Japan. Twice her
sonar team detected underwater contacts which she at
once attacked. The explosions of the squid bombs
produced ample evidence on both occasions that the
targets had been schools of fish.

Athabaskan did, however, receive much valuable
training in fleet work during her sojourn on the east
coast. Following the bombardments carried out on 12
and 13 October, she was employed in screening the
heavy units at sea until the 21st, when she took over the
task of postman and courier to the fleet. Though
perhaps not very exciting, this duty was not always
dull. On the 21st, for instance, the Canadian destroyer
was given the task of conveying Vice Admiral A. D.
Struble, Commander Seventh Fleet, from the Missouri
to the inner harbour of Wonsan and then returning him
to his ship. The Admiral remained on board for several
hours, and when he left he presented his flag to the
ship. This blue flag with its three silver stars remains
one of the prized possessions of the Athabaskan.
Another duty the Athabaskan found interesting was the
delivery of passengers and mail to the fast carrier force
of the Seventh Fleet operating to seaward of Wonsan. It
was inspiring to steam toward the rendezvous early in
the morning and watch the jets, silhouetted against the
rising sun, hurtling from the decks of the three
carriers,”” while around the force steamed the thirteen
screening destroyers and above circled the five
helicopters of the plane guard. Such were the duties
carried out by Athabaskan until 1 November when she
and four other destroyers left Wonsan to escort the
battleship Missouri to Sasebo. When Athabaskan
secured alongside the oiler in Sasebo
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Athabaskan entering Kure harbour.

harbour on the following day she had been under way
continuously for 24 days.

While Athabaskan was serving with the U.S. Navy
on the east coast, Cayuga and Sioux continued to be
employed with TG 95.1 on the west. Little was
happening there at this time, the most important naval
activity being minesweeping with which the Canadian
destroyers were not directly concerned. Their duties
involved mainly blockade patrol along the coast north
of Inchon, the escorting of supply ships and the
screening of the carrier HMS Theseus. This duty was
hardly more eventful for either destroyer than was
Athabaskan’s on the east coast. Cayuga did have a very
narrow escape on 19 October. On that day she was
patrolling north of Inchon with HMS Kenya. With
Cayuga leading, the two ships were steaming north
towards the approaches to Chinnampo when Cayuga’s

LT. D. P. W. Kelly, RN, of HMS Theseus, forced to ditch his
Sea Fury in the Yellow Sea, comes aboard Sioux.
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sonar operator suddenly reported mines dead ahead at a
range of 400 yards. There being a known mine-field to
port, Cayuga turned sharply to starboard, at the same
time flashing an emergency-turn signal to Kenya. There
were some tense moments as the destroyer’s stern
swung clear of the mine-field, but the danger had been
detected in time and both ships escaped. Subsequent
plotting revealed that Cayuga’s screws could only have
missed the leading mine by a few feet.*®

The land war had been going rather well for the
United Nations during October. Pyongyang had fallen
on the 19th, and the Eighth Army continued to press
northward against intermittent resistance, reaching
Chonju by the end of the month. The ROK’s continued
to drive north along the east coast at high speed, and
elements of the Sixth ROK Division reached the Yalu
on the night of 26 October. UN troops striking from

Depth charge explodes close astern of Cayuga.
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Wonsan and Iwon also made good progress against
only sporadic resistance.

But the picture was not quite so rosy as it appeared
on the surface nor, for that matter, as it appeared to
General MacArthur himself, who before the end of the
month was suggesting that the “boys” might be home
for Christmas. For one thing, there was the behaviour
of the Chinese Communists. Reports came in with
increasing frequency after the middle of the month,
indicating that more and more Chinese were fighting
alongside their North Korean neighbors. Of course it
was barely possible that these men were volunteers, as
the Chinese Government insisted, but this was
exceedingly unlikely. Certainly if anyone at Tokyo
Headquarters was misled by this claim for long he must
have been sadly lacking in intelligence, in both the
civilian and military senses of the word. There was of
course the distinct possibility that the Chinese intended
only to defend the hydro-electric installations on the
Yalu, which were vital to Manchurian industry, in
which case it would be safe for the UN forces to
continue their efforts to destroy what was left of the
North Korean Army.

Because of the uncertainty over the intentions of the
Chinese Reds, it seemed to some observers that there
was cause for concern over the dispositions of the UN
military forces. There was for instance a great gap
between the Eighth Army in the west and the Tenth
Corps in the east through which the Chinese, if they
chose to attack in force, could pour their troops* to
attack the flanks of both armies.+ Secondly, the troops
striking from Wonsan and Iwon were not attacking on a
single, solid front but in isolated columns whose lines
of communication would be very vulnerable in the
event of a strong Chinese attack. Thirdly, although the
Eighth Army was advancing on a more or less solid
front, it was very thinly spread out, and it had neither
the depth of defence to prevent a breakthrough by a
strong force nor the mobile reserves to plug the hole if
a breakthrough occurred.

But if there was cause for some concern about the
land campaign, there appeared to be little for the UN
naval forces to worry about. There would probably not
be another amphibious operation in the near future; the
mining problem was being solved; there was not

*Major-General C. A. Willoughby, MacArthur’s former intelligence
chief, has asserted (MacArthur, 1941-1951, 388) that the terrain in the area
where this gap existed was such that there was little chance that the Chinese
could drive a wedge between the two armies. This of course is palpable
nonsense, as is so much of General Willoughby’s book. The Chinese and
North Koreans never found it necessary to confine their movements to
hardsurfaced roads.

tGeneral Omar Bradley is said to have remarked that in the event
of an attack “only diplomacy could save Walker’s right flank.”
Karig, op. cit., 374. General W. H. Walker was the Eighth Army
Commander.
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enough coast-line left in enemy hands to provide
profitable targets for naval gun-fire; and there was no
air, surface nor submarine opposition to contend with.
It is not surprising that, under these circumstances, the
men of the Canadian destroyers began to entertain
hopes that at least one of the ships would be returned to
Canada.” The Royal Navy was also considering at this
time the possibility of reducing its commitments in
Korean waters. Indeed it was quite obvious that the
Commander TG 95.1 had more ships at his disposal
then he required to carry out his assignments.

The Canadian destroyers, like the other ships in the
United Nations force, had been working very hard for
the past three months and had had little opportunity to
complete their routine maintenance tasks or to give
adequate leave to their ships’ companies during the
short periods they had spent in harbour. Thus when the
demand for ships slackened in late October, Admiral
Andrewes seized the opportunity to send all three
Canadian destroyers on a visit to Hong Kong.

Cayuga and Athabaskan, who were both in Sasebo,
left in company on 5 November for Hong Kong; Sioux,
who was with Theseus on the west coast patrol, was to
follow later. The two destroyers encountered heavy
weather on the second day out, caused by the passage
of a violent typhoon bearing the innocent-sounding
name of “Clara”. Both ships suffered slight damage.
The heavy seas came very near to causing a tragic
accident in Athabaskan, when Ordinary Seaman R. E.
Elvidge was washed over the side and Chaplain H.
Todd narrowly escaped the same fate. Fortunately
Athabaskan’s efficient “man overboard” procedure
resulted in the seaman being recovered before he had
spent fifteen minutes in the water, and he was hauled
aboard none the worse for his ducking. Chaplain Todd
had been badly bruised when thrown against the ship’s
structure and required hospitalization in Hong Kong.

Athabaskan stops to pick up seaman washed overboard during
typhoon “Clara”.
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Sioux, who left Sasebo on 8§ November in company
with Theseus, suffered more material damage from
“Clara” than either of the other two destroyers. Forced
to run at high speed into heavy seas in order to avoid
passing near the storm’s centre, Sioux was badly
battered and suffered considerable topside damage,
including the loss of a whaler and five Carley floats,
before she made Hong Kong on 11 November.

The Canadian destroyers remained in Hong Kong
until 16 November. This city has long been a favourite
leave port for seamen of many nations, and so far as the
members of the Canadian Destroyer Division Pacific
were concerned it lived up to its reputation. The British
authorities did all in their power to make the visit an
enjoyable one, but for most of the Canadians it was
enough to be able to take the first overnight leave they
had enjoyed since leaving Canada on 5 July. The visit
was not made solely for the purpose of providing
recreation, however, and the division engaged in two
exercises with ships of the Royal Navy. A great deal of
repair and maintenance work was also done, and when
the ships left Hong Kong practically all of the damage
suffered in typhoon “Clara” had been remedied. The
division sailed on the morning of 16 November to
return to the war zone.

Ships’ companies of Cayuga, Athabaskan and Sioux conduct a
memorial service in Saiwan Military Cemetery, Hong Kong,
commemorating the Canadians who fell in defence of the island.

) Cayuga, Athabaskan and Sioux leave Hong Kong for Sasebo
Hong Kong at night. November 1950.
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3Quoted by Cagle and Manson, op. cit., 289.
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(New York, 1952.)

>The Division of course retained its identity for
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exercise his command as CANCOMDESPAC.
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ships and other supply vessels that is required to enable a naval
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comparable to a CNAV (Canadian Naval Auxiliary Vessel).

Captain Jay in HMS Black Swan had by this time been
replaced as Commander TE 96.50 by Captain J. H. Unwin,
D.S.C., RN, in HMS Mounts Bay.

""The shell case of the first round fired was made into an
ornamental ashtray which was later presented to the Prime
Minister the Right Honourable Louis St. Laurent.

" That is, between 34° 40> North and 36° 38 North.

BThat is, from roughly 36° 38 North almost to the 38th
parallel.

“Ochon-to is in the Conference Group, some thirty-seven
miles north-west of Kunsan, in 36° 07’ North 125° 59’ East. On
U.S. charts it is referred to as Ochong-do.

SKogunsan-Kundo is the name given to the group on U.S.
charts; it is in 35° 49’ North, 126° 26’ East.

'“The two main islands are shown as So Wantsun and Tei
Wantsun on the Admiralty charts. They are called
Sangwangdung and Hawangdung on U.S. charts and are in
roughly 35° 40° North, 126° 06’ East.

FROM PUSAN TO THE YALU
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Called Tokchok-to on the U.S. charts; position 37° 14’
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party.
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126° 31° East.
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have previously been mentioned, discovered the workable
navigation light which simplified the work of the men who had
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Manson, op. cit., 76).
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East and West Korea was set by the naval authorities as the
meridian 128° East.
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3%For a description of the raiding activities of this ship, see
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311n 36° 22° North, 126° 32 East. It was in this area that Bass
had made her raid.

320n U.S. charts they are shown as Piung-do and Osik-to.

30n the following day, the UN naval forces suffered their
first mining casualty when USS Brush struck a mine off
Tanchon on the east coast. (Cagle and Manson, op. cit., 528).

3*Mr. Hurl received a Mention in Despatches for his mine
demolition work.

35Anmyon-do on the U.S. charts, in 36° 30’ North, 126° 22’ East.
*Also called Oejanggo-do, in 36° 24° North, 126° 21° East.

3 Report of Proceedings, HMCS Athabaskan, September
1950.
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30n the 17th General MacArthur, thinking that perhaps he
had attacked too far north, ordered Rear Admiral Doyle to begin
planning an amphibious landing at the place originally favoured
by the U.S. Navy, Kunsan. Cagle and Manson, op. cit., 102.

It did not actually fall until the 28th. In the three days after
the city had been thus “secured,” the Marines suffered a total of
550 battle casualties trying to capture it. (Lynn Montross, “Fleet
Marine Force, Korea,” in USNIP, August 1953, 839 f.).

40Cagle and Manson, op. cit., 112.
“"Montross and Canzona, op. cit., 111, 6-7.
42Cagle and Manson, op. cit., 111.
“bid., 116.

*These were only the chief objections. An excellent treatment
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of the Korean War,” in USNIP, March 1958, 31-35.

“Great Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, France and
South Korea contributed ships, but of course the overwhelming
majority were USN ships.

28

“Now consisting of the U.S. cruisers Worcester, Helena,
Rochester and HMS Ceylon, three American destroyers and the
three Commonwealth destroyers. It was later augmented by the
addition of Missouri and her escorting destroyers. Other changes
during the operation decreased and increased the size of the
group; at its strongest it consisted of one battleship, five cruisers
and 12 destroyers.

47At this time the force consisted of Leyte, Phillipine Sea and
Valley Forge, as Boxer was absent replenishing.

48Leading Seaman W. J. Roberts, RCN, who was on mine
detection watch at the time of the incident, was mentioned in
despatches for his skill and vigilance in detecting the
minefield.

“They had good grounds for this belief. In messages passing
between Canadian Naval Headquarters and UN authorities in the
Korean theatre in the period 1 to 15 November, it was indicated
that two of the Canadian destroyers would probably be released
very soon and that the services of the third would likely be
required for only a short time thereafter. (See letter, CNS to the
Minister, dated 21 November, and memo. from DNPO to CNS,
dated 15 December, 1950, both in NS 1650-40, Vol. 1.)

FROM PUSAN TO THE YALU



CHAPTER 111

THE CHINESE INTERVENTION

While the Canadian destroyers were at Hong Kong
recruiting their forces for the next mission, preparations
were being made to reduce the strength of TG 95.1 on
the west coast. This reduction programme had been
decided upon when it became obvious that the North
Korean Army had suffered a decisive defeat, and it was
based on the premise that the entire Korean peninsula
would soon be in UN hands. The plan called for the
closing down of the Commonwealth base in Sasebo and
its transfer to Kure.! Admiral Andrewes himself
intended to move back to Hong Kong with most of the
heavy ships, including the carrier, leaving TG 95.1
under Captain C. F. L. J. Davies, D.S.C., RN, in
Ceylon. With the cruiser were to remain seven
destroyers and four frigates.

It became increasingly evident from mid-October on
that the Chinese Communists were intervening in the
war, but Tokyo Headquarters apparently did not
consider the threat serious enough to warrant
cancellation of the British reduction programme. Hong
Kong in any case was less than three days’ sailing from
Korea, and no doubt it was felt that in an emergency
the ships could be quickly recalled. The Chinese threat
was nevertheless considered serious enough by
Admiral Andrewes to call for the postponement of all
plans for the release of the Canadian destroyers for
passage to Canada, since the distance involved was too
great to permit the ships to return quickly in an
emergency. A message to that effect was sent to
CANAVHED on 18 November.”

Thus when Captain Brock led his destroyers back
into Sasebo harbour on 19 November, it was to learn
that all three ships would be remaining in the theatre
until their reliefs arrived from Canada. Furthermore,
not only were they to remain in the Far East, but all of
them were required immediately on the Korean west
coast. The three ships, after hastily taking on provisions
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and fuel, left on the following day, the 20th, to take
over blockade duties in the coastal waters between
Inchon and the mouth of the Yalu. They were
organized as Task Element 95.12, and, in the absence
of all but one of the British cruisers in Hong Kong,
Captain Brock in Cayuga was placed in command.?

TE 95.12 led rather a dull life for the first two weeks
of the patrol, conducting anti-shipping missions in the
Yalu Gulf and assisting ships passing through the
dangerous approaches to Chinnampo and Inchon. The
blockade of Yalu Gulf was the primary task, for Tokyo
Headquarters was once again raising the question of the
effectiveness of the naval blockade. Unable to believe,
in the face of Air Force claims of devastating attacks
on enemy lines of communication, that the Communists
could be supplying their armies by overland routes,
Tokyo inferred that they must therefore be supplying
them by sea across the Gulf. All three Canadian
destroyers spent much time patrolling in that area, but
never did they discover the slightest evidence that
enemy supplies in any appreciable quantity were being
moved by sea. Occasionally a junk or sampan would be
sighted, but investigation always revealed it to be a
harmless fishing craft or one filled with refugee men,
women and children fleeing from Communism. It was
obvious that the occupants of these vessels had more
faith in the UN blockade than did MacArthur’s
headquarters; no matter what the weather, or how dark
the night or what the geographical position of the
vessel, whenever one was sighted it was flying the
South Korean flag, fully confident that if it were
intercepted it would be by a United Nations ship.”

But while the ships of the United Nations were
sailing with impunity throughout the coastal waters of
the entire Korean peninsula, on land the situation was
entirely different. The Eighth Army on 24 November
had finally launched its long-awaited offensive, only
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Cayuga undergoing a periodic refit in a Sasebo dry dock.

to be stopped in its tracks by strong Chinese resistance
and, on the following day, crushed by an overwhelming
counter attack.” Forty-eight hours later, on the night of
27/28 November, the Chinese struck on the eastern
front against the spear-head of the First Marine
Division at Yudam-ni. Once again, as had happened
after the Inchon landing, the military situation changed
practically overnight, only this time the United Nations
forces were on the receiving end. On the western front
the Eighth Army had by 28 November been thrown
into a panicky and precipitate flight which soon
outdistanced the advancing Chinese but which resulted
in heavy losses in men and enormous losses in
equipment and supplies.* The Tenth Corps on the
eastern front was also forced to retreat, but in contrast
to the flight of the Eighth Army the withdrawal of the
First Marines to Hungnam was in many of its aspects a
magnificent operation. Though trapped in a far more
dangerous situation than any Eighth Army division, the
First Marines, with the help of close support provided
by Marine and naval aircraft, fought their way back to
safety, bringing the bulk of their heavy equipment with
them.® Not all the elements of Tenth Corps were so
fortunate, and many of the units of the Seventh Infantry
Division suffered dreadful casualties.” But the bulk of
the Corps was able to withdraw in combat-effective
condition, quite prepared to hold Wonsan and
Hungnam indefinitely if called upon to do so.

*See General S. L. A. Marshall’s The River and the Gauntlet:
Defeat of the Eight Army by the Chinese Communist Forces,
November 1950, in the Battle of the Chongchon River, Korea, which
is a devastating indictment of “the lapses in planning and]
destruction command in [the Second Infantry Division] which led to
[its by an Asiatic peasant force much outweighed in arms and
equipment.” (Review of the above work by Lynn Montross in
USNIP, November 1953, 1253.) This book effectively disposes of
the commonly-held view that the Chinese depended largely upon
“human sea” tactics for their victories, a theory widely disseminated
by the apologists for General MacArthur. See also R. A. Gugeler,
Combat Actions in Korea: Infantry, Artillery and Armor, and J. G.
Westover, Combat Support in Korea: The United States Army in the
Korean Conflict, for vivid accounts of individual actions which took
place during this first major Chinese offensive.
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Haida, Athabaskan and Crusader alongside in Kure.

Before the first major attack by the Chinese on the
Eighth Army had taken place, Admiral Andrewes with
most of the heavy ships of TG 95.1 had sailed for Hong
Kong. The Admiral and his staff arrived there on 28
November, but their sojourn was to be short for next
day COMNAVFE sent an urgent message recalling him
and all his ships to support the Eighth Army on the
western coast. He embarked immediately in Theseus
and by 4 December was back in Sasebo.

TE 95.12 meanwhile continued its routine operations
on the west coast. Until the early days of December the
patrol had been entirely uneventful, indeed it had
“provided so little of interest or activity that the strain
of maintaining enthusiasm had begun to be felt.”® But
events on land were now beginning to have their effect
on naval operations. As the full extent of the disaster
that had overtaken the Eighth Army became apparent,
orders went out to evacuate the port of Chinnampo and
to make preparations for a withdrawal from Inchon as

Church service aboard Athabaskan in Kure harbour.
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well should this become necessary. Overall responsibility
for this redeployment lay with the Commander
Amphibious Forces Far East (Task Force 90),9 and for this
operation the ships of TG 95.1 were placed at his disposal.

Captain Brock’s Task Element 95.12 was of course
in the thick of things, since in the absence of the British
cruisers” it was the strongest force available to support
the redeployment. At midnight on 3 December the
element was maintaining its normal patrols, with
Cayuga and Bataan22 operating near the mouth of the
Yalu and Athabaskan and Warramunga patrolling to
the south of them. Sioux was absent escorting the oiler
RFA Wave Laird from Inchon to the element’s
replenishment area south of Chodo. Three hours later,
early on the 4th, Captain Brock was notified by
Admiral Andrewes:

5 APA* transports have been diverted Chinnampo to
withdraw some troops 8th Army .... Defence of these ships is
now your primary aim. Blockade is secondary.

.. military situation serious. Be prepared to act in fire
support of Eighth Army, entering Chinnampo River swept
channel as necessary...:

Captain Brock, realizing that probably the situation
would now deteriorate rapidly, made arrangements to
have all the destroyers top up with fuel so that they
would be ready for any emergency. He decided however
that until he received further information about the
overall plans for redeployment, two destroyers would be
maintained on the blockade patrol. The arrival of four of
the Attack Transports in the approaches to Chinnampo
was reported at 1100, and shortly thereafter the destroyer
USS Forrest Royal was assigned to reinforce TE 95.12.
This reinforcement was most welcome as it enabled
Captain Brock to retain the two destroyers on patrol
while concentrating the remaining four in the
replenishment area south of Chodo (designated as Area
Shelter) to protect the APA’s.

The receipt of a message'” directly from Rear Admiral
A. E. Smith, USN (CTG 95, and hence Admiral
Andrewes’ immediate superior) revealed that the situation
had indeed become serious and that the APA’s would
probably require not covering support from destroyers
stationed near Chodo but actual gun-fire support in
Chinnampo harbour itself. Admiral Smith’s message
indicated that there was a distinct possibility that the
enemy might attack Chinnampo and that the six
destroyers would then be required to enter the harbour to
help in its defence. They would be joined later by
Ceylon who was expected to arrive on the morning of
5 December to take over command of TE 95.12.

*APA is the USN designation for the ships known as Attack
Transports. Actually, the five ships involved were three APA’s and
two AKA’s (Attack Cargo Ships).
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This information called for an immediate change of
plan. Athabaskan, Sioux, Bataan and Warramunga
were ordered to assemble near the entrance of the
swept channel into Chinnampo, ready to proceed up-
river in the morning. Cayuga intended to remain at
Area Shelter with Forrest Royal to await the arrival of
Ceylon, the U.S. destroyer being retained to serve as
the link with Ceylon should Cayuga have to make the
passage to Chinnampo before the cruiser arrived.

The passage up-river to the threatened port was not
an operation one could look forward to with delight.
Chinnampo, which serves as the port for the North
Korean capital of Pyongyang, is situated near the
mouth of the Taedong River where it widens out to
become the estuary known as the Daido-ko. The
channel up the Daido-ko is in places narrow, tortuous
and shallow, and to add to its hazards the North
Koreans had filled it with mines before their departure.
The USN and ROKN minesweepers had swept a safe
path through these mine-fields some 500 yards wide
which they had marked with unlit buoys. Unfortunately
the high tidal range and the vicious five-knot current
made it unsafe to assume that the marker buoys would
always be found in their original positions.
Navigational conditions to seaward of the Daido-ko
were little better. Through the centuries the strong
current of the river has brought down countless
millions of tons of mud and silt which now form a
maze of islands and mud-flats far out to sea. A ship
making the passage up to Chinnampo even at high tide
on a fair day is thus faced with a hazardous voyage of
more than twenty miles.

Captain Brock’s decision not to send the four
destroyers up the estuary until the morning of the 5th
was firmly supported by all the Commanding Officers
in TE 95.12. The USN officers of TE 95.69 who had
participated in the sweeping of the channel and were all
too familiar with the hazards of the passage agreed with
this view and pointed out that a night passage to
Chinnampo had never been attempted by a UN ship.
Since the military situation at Chinnampo was still
something of a mystery, a message was sent to CTG
90.2,' who was in charge of the evacuation forces
there, requesting further information and asking for
confirmation that the services of the destroyers would
not be required that night. While awaiting Captain
Kelly’s reply, Captain Brock was handed another
signal. Bearing the priority “Emergency,” the message
was from USS Foss, an escort vessel lying alongside in
Chinnampo supplying electrical power to the port, and
read:

We are uncovered. Take necessary action immediately.'
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The wording of this message occasioned some laughter
aboard the ships of TE 95.12, but the implication was
clear enough that all was not well at Chinnampo. The
arrival of Captain Kelly’s message dispelled all doubt;
he confirmed that the presence of the destroyers was
required and reported that “The local situation may
reach emergency basis Tuesday (5 December)
forenoon.”'®

“That settled it,” as Captain Brock later remarked."”
Assuming full responsibility for this hazardous
operation, he immediately ordered all six destroyers to
prepare for a night passage to Chinnampo.'®

The ROKN vessels under Captain Brock’s
command, PC 704, YMS 303, YMS 308, were recalled
from blockade patrol in the north and ordered to protect
the seaward approaches to the Daido-ko from sneak
mining attacks during the absence of the destroyers.
The ships of TE 95.69, the minesweeping element, had
previously been stationed at the critical turning points
in the swept channel, and their presence was to prove
invaluable to the navigators in the destroyers.

Cayuga slipped from the tanker in Area Shelter at
2230 and made for the swept channel. One by one the
destroyers formed up astern in the order Athabaskan,
Bataan, Forrest Royal and Sioux. HMAS Warramunga,
who was at anchor north of Chodo near the entrance to
the channel, had already weighed and set out
independently. The night was dark; indeed Commander
Welland in Athabaskan remarked that it was “one of
the blackest nights I have seen.”’” To add to the
difficulties, the tide was almost at low ebb. Though this
meant that the current would not be at its strongest, it
also meant that the water would be dangerously low.

Low water was the cause of the first casualty,
Warramunga who had gone on ahead reported herself
aground shortly before midnight. She soon managed to
work herself free but was forced to return to Area
Shelter to examine her hull and screws for underwater
damage, and she took no further part in the main
operation. Sioux followed Warramunga’s example
shortly after midnight, going aground on a bank of sand
and mud well within the limits of the marked channel
2% She backed off easily, but as she was manoeuvring
to proceed up-stream again, the starboard screw fouled
the mooring wire of an unlit buoy which had drifted
into the channel. It proved impossible to free the screw,
so Commander Taylor, considering that his ship would
now be more of a hazard than an asset to the operation,
decided to return to Area Shelter.

Meanwhile the four remaining destroyers continued to
creep up the channel. It was a nerve-wracking journey
for everyone concerned but particularly for the
Commanding Officers and the Navigators. In Cayuga
the Navigator, Lieutenant A. L. Collier, RCN, dashed
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Cayuga’s plot room at night.

back and forth between the radar screen and the chart
table, rapidly and accurately plotting his “fixes,” and
relaying his information to Captain Brock on the bridge
and to the destroyers astern. During the four-hour
passage Lieutenant Collier made 132 fixes, most of them
by radar, showing the position of the ship in relation to
the channel marker buoys and nearby landmarks, and the
accuracy of his navigation undoubtedly played a large
part in ensuring the success of the entire operation. To
the other destroyers, coming up astern at intervals of
about half a mile, the information assembled by
Lieutenant Collier was of some assistance, though of
course it did not relieve the navigators of the task of
making their own fixes. Athabaskan’s Navigator, for
instance, is said to have made the grand total of 189
fixes, and no doubt his colleagues in the other ships also
had little time to twiddle their thumbs.

But it was on Cayuga, both as the senior ship and as
the leading ship in the line, that the greatest share of
the responsibility fell. Extra lookouts on the bridge and
“B” gun deck peered into the blackness, intently
scanning the choppy waters for those indistinct and
often deceiving signs that might warn of danger. A
lookout who saw, or thought he saw, an object drifting
ahead in the path of the ship could never be certain that
it was not a partly submerged mine, one perhaps
launched further up-stream by Communist agents or
possibly one that had broken from its moorings in the
unswept parts of the channel and drifted out into mid-
stream.* Even if the object were not a mine it might be

*Under international law, moored mines must be fitted with a
device which automatically renders them safe if the mooring wire
breaks. This convention was not observed by the North Koreans and
the Chinese.
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a piece of floating wreckage which, if it fouled a screw,
could have serious consequences to all the ships in the
element. Under such conditions the destroyers were
forced to steam slowly and cautiously up the narrow
channel, and it was not until 0330 on 5 December that
Cayuga dropped anchor abreast of the main docks at
Chinnampo. Bataan and Forrest Royal in the meantime
had anchored near the southern entrance to the harbour,
while Athabaskan proceeded further up-stream and
anchored north of the city.

After completing a dangerous operation in which
two of his ships had grounded and all six had risked an
even worse fate, it was with considerable surprise and
some little indignation that Captain Brock found
“Chinnampo a blaze of lights and all peaceful and
serene.” “Uncovered indeed!” was his exasperated
comment in the Patrol Report and it is possible that
even stronger words may have been employed by some
of the destroyer men of TE 95.12 that December
morning.

The Commanding Officer of Cayuga, upon
anchoring his ship, reported at once to Captain Kelly,
USN (CTG 90.2), under whose operational control the
task element was to come during the evacuation.
Captain Brock suggested that, as commander of the
gun-fire support force, he come aboard Captain Kelly’s
Bayfield for briefing. The American Captain considered
that there was no great urgency and suggested instead
that the Canadian commander attend a ‘breakfast
conference” in USS Bayfield at 0800. There was in fact
no great need for immediate action as the tactical
summary now forwarded by Captain Kelly disclosed.
Although Eighth Army had reported a break in the lines
north of Chinnampo,21 patrols penetrating as far as
twenty miles north of the port could find no sign of the
enemy. As an additional precaution, should a
Communist column have evaded the patrols,
roadblocks defended by covering batteries of artillery
had been set up on all the main roads leading into
Chinnampo.

At the conference in Bayfield at 0800, Captain Kelly
decided that he would not take over full operational
control of the destroyers but would give all his
attention to the problems of loading and evacuation and
leave the arrangements for the defence of the harbour
and of the evacuation forces in Captain Brock’s hands.
Upon the departure of Captain Kelly with the
transports, the command of all naval operations in
Chinnampo was to pass to Captain Brock.

Captains Kelly and Brock conferred during the
morning with the Army Commander in Chinnampo,
Colonel Wilson, U.S. Army, most of whose men were
engaged in loading ships, to discuss with him the final
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details of the evacuation. Speed was imperative since it
was considered essential that all the larger ships be
clear of the dangerous swept channel in daylight. It was
arranged that the army demolition squads would leave
before dark in USS Bexar, while USS Foss would take
off the last naval personnel remaining. Because of lack
of time and a shortage of explosives, the army would
be unable to complete the destruction of the huge
stocks of strategic materials which had to be left
behind, so the completion of this task was to be left to
Cayuga and her consorts.

HM Cruiser Ceylon had in the meantime arrived in
Area Shelter at 0900 and was most anxious to press on
to Chinnampo to take command of TE 95.12. Owing to
her deep draught, such an operation would have been
very risky because of the low water and the consequent
danger of grounding and perhaps fouling the only exit
available for the transports. Ceylon would nevertheless
have made the attempt had not Captain Brock
persuaded her that all was well at Chinnampo and that
there was no pressing need for her fire power. The
cruiser therefore remained at Area Shelter with Sioux
and Warramunga to provide a covering force for the
transports as they arrived from Chinnampo. Ceylon did
not take over as CTE 95.12, except for a short period in
the afternoon when Cayuga was busy shepherding the
last of the evacuation ships out of the harbour and
preparing for the bombardment to follow.?

The harbour at Chinnampo was a scene of
bewildering activity throughout the day, as the small

Korean craft fleeing Chinnampo during the evacuation.
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Refugees fleeing Chinnampo.
An LST is in the background.

craft scurried back and forth carrying wounded,
prisonersof-war, Korean civilian refugees and non-
essential military personnel to the waiting Attack
Transports and Landing Ships Tank (LST’s). The
greatest problem was that of the Korean refugees; there
were far. too many of them for the available shipping,
and most of them were willing to take any risk to
escape to the south. They scrambled into small, open
boats and into decrepit, broken-down junks and
sampans, and the harbour and the channel were full of
these little craft frantically trying to make their way
downstream.

It was obvious by noon that the harbour could not be
cleared of all shipping in time for the destroyers to
carry out their bombardment and complete the
navigation of the swept channel in daylight. A
conference was therefore held in Cayuga and plans for
the night revised. Athabaskan was sent five miles
downriver near the entrance to the swept channel to
establish a defended anchorage. At the conclusion of
the bombardment the other destroyers could then retire
to this anchorage, as there seemed no point in
hazarding the ships in another night passage.

When Athabaskan arrived at the site chosen for the
anchorage, she proceeded to demolish three nearby pill
boxes with her 4-inch guns and then sent off her motor
cutters to search the innumerable junks and other
civilian craft streaming down-river. It was well known
that the Communists often utilized junks for mine-
laying, and certainly a few well placed mines in the
swept channel would have played havoc with the
Chinnampo evacuation, but although a great many craft
were boarded and searched no sign of enemy activity
was discovered. The only untoward incident that
occurred was when a boarding officer from Athabaskan
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jerked aside a concealing tarpaulin and narrowly
escaped having his face licked by a despondent but
friendly cow who greeted him with a loud “Moo!”.
Back at the harbour the evacuation continued. At
1400 the first two transports left, the forerunners of an
exodus that continued until after dark. Captain Kelly
left in Bayfield at 1430, his place as CTG 90.2 being
taken by the Commanding Officer of the APA USS
Bexar. The last troops were embarked shortly after
1700, and Bexar then ordered the remaining LST’s to
clear the harbour. Bexar herself, escorted by the
destroyer Foss, left shortly thereafter but unfortunately
grounded near the southern end of the swept channel
and had to wait for high water next morning to get clear.
The bombardment began at 1735 while the last
LST’s were still endeavouring to clear the harbour.
Targets had been assigned earlier in the day after
consultation with the Army Commander at Chinnampo,
and Cayuga with her 4-inch guns and Bataan with her
4.7°s concentrated their fire on oil storage tanks, supply
dumps, loaded freight cars, railway lines and dock
installations. Forrest Royal with her heavier 5-inch
guns had been assigned some of the sturdier, less
destructible targets such as a massive brick chimney in
the harbour area which even repeated hits with 5-inch
shells did not weaken appreciably. Marshalling yards,
rolling stock and such smaller targets proved more
vulnerable, and on them Forrest Royal’s accurate fire
was very effective.
The bombardment was a spectacular affair and is
vividly described by Captain Brock in his Patrol Report:
The fires started by the military were sufficient, in the
dusk, to indicate very clearly the target areas, and more

fires were started by the opening broadsides. As darkness
fell, the fires became more and more brilliant, making the
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whole waterfront as bright as day; great balls of fire rose
from the explosions to dissolve into the huge pall of black
smoke which was drifting slowly to the southeast. Whenever
a fresh oil tank was hit, which was often, sprays of molten
glowing metal were radiated in all directions, adding
spectacularly to the show. Fires were observed and
explosions heard until 0615(1) the following morning.

This vivid spectacle would have been watched with
more appreciation by the men of the destroyer element
had it not been for the presence of the Korean refugees.
Huge crowds of these unfortunates had been lining the
beaches and the dockyard area all day, waiting
hopelessly for passage in the ships they must have
known could not take even half their number. Not until
the bombardment had actually begun did those on the
docks give up hope and retire to the beaches. The
greatest care was taken by the destroyers not to injure
the refugees or destroy civilian property, and so far as is
known the only casualties caused were the result of two
accidental ricochets. There were still a great many junks
and other small craft drawn up on the beaches, and these
had been marked for destruction. Rather than deprive the
helpless refugees of their last hope of reaching safety,
Captain Brock decided to take the risk of the boats
falling into Communist hands and gave orders that they
be spared. It is pleasant to record that this humanitarian
act was later approved by higher authority.

The bombardment ceased at 1845, and the three
destroyers withdrew to join Athabaskan at the defended
anchorage. Three ROK naval vessels, YMS 301, 302
and 306,” who had been patrolling up-river, were with
difficulty persuaded to accompany the destroyers (they
felt that they stood a better chance of coming to grips
with the enemy where they were), and they were
employed during the night in patrolling the anchorage
and checking the refugee-filled boats that were still
streaming past. The decision to keep the destroyers in
the river overnight had been correct; many of the LST’s
had run aground near the defended anchorage and
others had anchored there rather than risk the swept
channel in darkness.

After a quiet night disturbed only by the glare of the
fires and the roar of the explosions from Chinnampo
harbour, the destroyers left the anchorage at first light
on 6 December. The DST’s-those that had grounded
and been re-floated at high water and those that had
merely anchored for the night-were collected, and the
long procession of destroyers and LST’s, led by
Athabaskan, set off down-river. Cayuga brought up the
rear, encouraging the LST’s to greater efforts by
shouting well chosen words and phrases over the loud-
hailer. All the ships were clear of the swept channel by
0945, and Captain Brock could report “Mission
successfully completed.”
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Military installations and supplies go up in flames at Chinnampo.

Chinnampo
in flames,
6 December 1950.
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The “Chinnampo affair™™ was without a doubt the
most important mission performed by the Canadian
Destroyer Division as a group during the entire Korean
conflict. All the ships of Task Element 95.12 performed
their duties ably, and most of them showed exceptional
skill in accomplishing their difficult assignments. But it
is to Cayuga, as the senior ship, that most of the credit
for the success of the operation must go. Captain
Brock’s handling of his task element was faultless and
received the highest praise from his superiors.”> As a
general comment on the Chinnampo mission, perhaps
the best is that of Vice-Admiral Andrewes:

This operation was a fine feat of seamanship on the part of
all concerned, and its bold execution was worthy of the finest
traditions of the Naval Service.”®

It was obvious to everyone in the theatre that the
evacuation of Chinnampo would be only the first
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of several such operaltions27 indeed there was
considerable loose talk making the rounds about the
possibility of a Korean “Dunkirk.” It is not surprising
that a feeling of impending disaster hung over the
United Nations forces in Korea, for this was the
feeling that infected not only Eighth Army
headquarters but also the very apex of the command
organization, MacArthur’s headquarters in Tokyo.*
The result was that no stand was made by the Eighth
Army, and by the end of December the Communists,
without having to fight a single major battle, had
recovered the whole of North Korea. The First Marines
and the Third and Seventh Infantry Divisions on the
eastern front withdrew through Wonsan and Hungnam,
chiefly the latter, and concentrated in the Pusan area of
southern Korea to re-organize before moving up to
support the Eighth Army.*®

But if there was a certain amount of hesitancy and
confusion in the theatre of operations, the situation
was little better back at the United Nations in New
York. The Chinese intervention had played havoc
with the unity and determination of the anti-
Communist majority in the United Nations. A good
many countries willing to resist or at least condemn
North Korean aggression were not quite so willing to
take on the entire Chinese nation. There had from the
beginning been a strong neutralist bloc led by India
which avidly desired a compromise peace, and this
group gained considerable strength following the
Chinese intervention. After the disastrous defeats in
Korea early in December, the United States under
considerable pressure from her allies let it be known

*According to Commander Cagle, “In Far East headquarters at
this time, a degree of panic and inertia reigned. Many believed (and
so stated) that the Red Chinese Army had both the capability and
the intention to drive the UN forces into the sea...” (USNIP. March
1958, 33.) It took Tokyo headquarters a long time to get over its
attack of the jitters. When the Joint Chiefs of Staff, after being
subjected to a protracted and heavy bombardment of messages from
MacArthur, finally informed him, on 9 January, 1951, that he would
not be permitted to bomb Chinese bases in Manchuria and that he
could withdraw from Korea if he thought it necessary, the General
replied in a petulant telegram detailing at length all the difficulties
facing him and suggesting that the command be withdrawn from the
peninsula as soon as it was tactically feasible. (Berger, op. cit.,
132.) When this telegram was sent, General Ridgway was rapidly
whipping the Eighth Army into fighting condition and was almost
ready to take the offensive.
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that she was ready to consider a cease-fire. This was
not a propitious time for such an admission, and
China, as was to be expected, set impossible
conditions as her price for peace. Nothing daunted,
the General Assembly set up a three-man “cease-fire
committee,”” but the intransigent Chinese were not to
be persuaded, and it soon became clear to all but the
most determined optimists that the United Nations
would have to continue the fight for an honourable
settlement.

During this period of disaster and defeat for UN
arms in December and early January, the ships of the
Canadian Destroyer Division remained in the
operational area on the west coast almost
continuously. Their duties were varied but not very
interesting. All of the ships took their turns on the
carrier screen of HMS Theseus, whose aircraft were
flying armed reconnaissance in support of Eighth
Army, conducting antishipping patrols and acting as
spotters for naval bombardments. Fortunately for the
Canadians this carrier duty, strenuous and notoriously
dull, was undertaken mainly by the British destroyers.
When not with the carrier, the Canadian ships
escorted shipping, carried out blockade patrols and
provided anti-aircraft protection and general support
for the forces evacuating Inchon. This latter duty was
always welcomed; at least it was better than patrolling
inshore among the islands, rocks and mud flats in
blinding snow squalls or biting winds.

Towards the end of the year the Canadian destroyers,
who had been on continuous duty on the west coast
since 20 November, were beginning to feel the need for
a few days in harbour to effect necessary repairs if
nothing else and to catch up on routine maintenance
tasks. Athabaskan was the first one relieved; she
arrived at Sasebo on 22 December and was
immediately taken in hand by the Japanese dockyard
crews. Sioux returned to Sasebo on 2 January and spent
the next two weeks preparing for her voyage home to
Canada. Cayuga, after setting a record for the
Commonwealth destroyers by completing 50 days on
patrol, joined her consorts in Sasebo on 8 January for a
well earned docking.

THE CHINESE INTERVENTION
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'Kure is a large seaport in the Inland Sea of Japan and is situated
on the island of Honshu. It is in that part of Japan which was
assigned to the British Commonwealth at the end of the war and was
at this time administered by Australia. It possesses large and
excellent port facilities of every description and consequently was
used by the Commonwealth navies in the Far East as a repair and
maintenance base. Alongside berths, exceedingly rare in Sasebo,
were always available at Kure. The latter was also a better leave
port than Sasebo (though this is scant praise indeed), and it also
possessed excellent hospital facilities ashore. The chief drawbacks
of Kure, so far as the RCN was concerned, were that it was further
from the operational area, and its supply facilities, particularly for
food, were much inferior to those of the USN at Sasebo.

?See note above, page 28.

*HMA Ships Bataan and Warramunga and USS Forrest B. Royal
later joined the element.

*«.. the R.O.K. flags frequently have little relationship with the
nationality of the boats’ occupants. But they wave the bunting with
confidence.” (HMCS Athabaskan, Report of Proceedings,
November 1950.)

>The main weight of the attack fell on the ROK First, Seventh
and Eighth Divisions and on the Second and TwentyFifth U.S.
Divisions. Two large gaps were torn in the UN lines, forcing the
entire army to fall back.

®See Lynn Montross and Captain Canzona, op. cit., Vol. IIL
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32nd Infantry Regiment (X Corps), from Hagaru-ri in Captain
Gugeler, op. cit., 62-86. On 1 December, when most of the
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of an original 1,053.
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by Captain Brock, D.S.C., RCN, to Flag Officer Second-in-
Command Far East Station, (CTG 95.1). (Copy in NS 1926-DDE
218, Vol. 2.)

°He delegated command of west coast redeployment operations
to Rear Admiral L. A. Thackrey, USN, (CTG 90.1).

""HMS Ceylon was at Sasebo; the others were en route to Japan
from Hong Kong.

"'CTG 95.1, 031424Z/December/1950. Copy in NS 1926-DDE-
218, Vol. 2.

"2CTF 95, 032015Z/December/1950. Copy in NS 1926-DDE-
218, Vol. 2.

"The military situation in the Eighth Army area was at this time
exceedingly confused. See S. L. A. Marshall, op. cit., and Captain
Gugeler, op. cit. A vivid account of the incredible confusion
attendant upon the evacuation of Pyongyang may be found in
Captain Westover, op. cit., 133 f.

"“Captain S. G. Kelly, U.S.N., in USS Bayfield.

SCaptain Brock’s Patrol Report previously cited above.

Loc. cit.

YLoc. cit.

"®His decision was later approved, indeed commended, by both
the Commander-in-Chief Far East Station and the Flag Officer
Second-in-Command.

YHMCS Athabaskan, Report of Proceedings, December 1950.

*In a tidal estuary such as the Daido-ko, particularly when the
tidal range is great and the currents swift, the locations of mud and
sand-banks often change with bewildering rapidity.

*'This report was very misleading, and Chinnampo was in no
immediate danger. For a description of conditions at Pyongyang at
this time, see J. G. Westover, op. cit., 133-134.
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“This caused some minor confusion in Chinnampo because of
the change of ships’ call signs it involved. The call sign for CTE
95.12 was “Abuse” and that of Cayuga was “Motorola”, and
Captain Brock remarks that some of the ships in the harbour
“having by now accustomed themselves to being abused by ‘Abuse’
were slightly confused at being abused by “Motorola”. (Patrol
Report previously cited.)

BThese craft were under the command of CTE 95.69, the
minesweeper element in the Chinnampo area. This task element
cooperated wholeheartedly with CTE 95.12 during the evacuation
and rendered invaluable service throughout the operation.

24A.J. P. “The Chinnampo Affair,” Crowsnest, February 1951,
is an interesting account of the operation, and several excellent
photographs accompany the text. Norman Bartlett referred to the
mission as “one of the most dangerous naval operations of the
Korean War.” (With the Australians in Korea, 128.)

B Captain Brock received the Distinguished Service Order, and
the citation refers specifically to his “courage, initiative and
vigorous leadership” during the Chinnampo evacuation. His
Navigator in Cayuga, Lieutenant A. L. Collier, received the
Distinguished Service Cross for his part in the operation and for
his good work during Cayuga’s first tour in the Korean theatre.
Among the decorations awarded largely or partly for services at
Chinnampo were a Bar to the D.S.C. awarded to Commander R. P.
Welland, Commanding Officer of Athabaskan, and the British
Empire Medal to Cayuga’s coxswain, Chief Petty Officer D. J.
Pearson. Later Captain Brock, Commander Welland and
Commander P. D. Taylor, Commanding Officer of Sioux, were
awarded the Legion of Merit in the Degree of Officer by the
United States Government for their services in Korea during this
period.

*Letter, FO 2i/c, FES, to C-in-C, FES, dated 22 January, 1951.
(Copy in NS 1926-DDE-218, Vol. 2.) The comments of Vice
Admiral C. T. Joy, who was the commander of all UN naval
forces in the Far East, were: “The expeditious manner in which
ships under your command performed their assignments in the
Chinnampo operations just completed deserves highest praise and
commendation in performance of duty. We are proud indeed of all
hands who took part.” (Copy in NS 1926-DDE-219, Vol. 2.)

"In fact the navy had begun to remove surplus material and non-
essential personnel from Wonsan as early as 3 December.

®There has been some criticism of MacArthur’s decision to
evacuate Wonsan and Hungnam (see particularly Commander
Cagle’s “Errors of the Korean War,” USNIP, March 1958, and
Cagle and Manson, The Sea War in Korea, 190), and certainly there
is little doubt that a relatively small force, backed by strong close-
support in the air and by the overwhelming fire power of the UN
naval forces, could have held a beach head at Hungnam almost
indefinitely. MacArthur believed however, and perhaps quite
rightly, that every man of Tenth Corps would be required to contain
the Chinese offensive in the south.

*The Honourable Lester B. Pearson, Canada’s Secretary of State
for External Affairs, Sir Benegal Rau of India and Nazrollah
Entezam of Iran were the three members of this committee set up on
14 December, 1950. Mr. Pearson did not believe that the Committee
could do much good, and he was reluctant to become a member. “I
was the victim of conscription,” he is reported to have said. (F. H.
Soward and E. Mclnnis Canada and the United Nations, 136.)
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CHAPTER IV

STOPPING THE CHINESE

The early months of 1951 were times of danger for the
United Nations forces in Korea. Late in December 1950
the Eighth Army had called a halt to its retreat near the
38th parallel and was waiting apprehensively for the
expected Chinese attack.* Tenth Corps was moving out
of Hungnam and concentrating in southern Korea,
reforming the battalions mauled in the Chosin area and
regrouping its formations before moving up to join
Eighth Army in the north. Very little was known of
enemy strength in North Korea, though MacArthur’s
headquarters was making wild guesses placing it as high
as 450,000 men; but at least it was obvious that the UN
forces faced a formidable foe.t Prospects for a Merry
Christmas for the troops in Korea were certainly grim.
On 23 December a jeep accident took the life of
Lieutenant General Walton H. Walker, the
Commanding General of Eighth Army,1 a tragedy that,
as it happened, was to have a profound influence on the
future conduct of UN operations in Korea, a tragedy
that—if one may be permitted to speculate on what
might have been—probably changed the whole history
of the Korean war. General Walker led Eighth Army
with great ability during the fighting in the Pusan
perimeter, but certainly he, along with General
MacArthur, must bear a large share of the
responsibility for the tragic reverses suffered by Eighth

*“There was [in the Eighth Army in late December 1950] a
definite air of nervousness, of gloomy foreboding, of uncertainty,
a spirit of apprehension as to what the future held. There was
much ‘looking over the shoulder,” as the soldiers say.” (General
M. B. Ridgeway, Soldier: The Memoirs of Matthew B. Ridgeway,
204-205).

+t“Here the enemy was leaning right up against us, [in December
19501 but we did not know his strength, and we did not have his
location pinpointed on a map. All Intelligence could show me was a
big red goose egg out in front of us, with '174,000” scrawled in the
middle of it.” So says General Ridgway, ibid., 205. This is not,
however, the impression given by General Willoughby in his book
on MacArthur. From it, one would gather that his department
(Intelligence, for he was MacArthur’s G2) knew the precise order of
battle of the Chinese Army, even that part of it in Manchuria.
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Army during November and December 1950.* At the
time of General Walker’s death the Eighth Army was a
beaten army,t and it is not at all beyond the bounds of
possibility that, had there been no change in command,
the UN forces in western Korea might have gone on
retreating step by step until they were forced to
abandon the whole peninsula. This indeed was General
MacArthur’s plan.2

But such was not to be the fate of the United Nations
troops in Korea, for on 26 December, 1950, General
Matthew Bunker Ridgway arrived to take over command
of all ground forces in the peninsula. When he arrived he
had less than a week to prepare the Eighth Army for the
long-awaited Chinese offensive which finally struck the
UN positions in great strength on the evening of 31
December. Though Ridgway could work wonders with an
army, he could not work miracles, and by the evening
of 2 January, 1951, the situation had become critical; the
Chinese had broken the UN lines directly north of Seoul
in the sector held by the First and Seventh ROK
Divisions, and there was nothing for it but to retreat back
across the Han and leave Seoul once again to the enemy.

The retreat of the Eighth Army was not a rout this
time.” At General Ridgway’s direction, defensive
positions had been prepared, largely by civilian labour,
some fifteen miles south of the River Han, and to

*Whatever the mistakes of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the
politicians and the diplomats in Washington and the UN, it would be
ridiculous to place the blame on them. Indeed had not the hesitant
policy of the UN forced MacArthur to pause at the 38th parallel, it
is possible that the UN forces would have been even more strung
out and disorganized when the Chinese struck.

FThere were of course many individual units still in fine fighting
trim; the reference applies to the army as an army. The remarks of
General Ridgway, who as a rule is not too critical of anything
connected with the U.S. Army, provide strong support for the view
expressed above. “I must say, in all frankness, that the spirit of the
Eighth Army as I found it on my arrival there gave me deep
concern. . . . having lost their aggressiveness, their esprit, their
eagerness to fight, they seemed to have forgotten, too, many of the
basic, unchanging principles of war.” (op. cit., 204-207.)

39



these positions the troops withdrew in good order. This
was the limit of the UN retreat. At Christmas the
Eighth Army had been beaten and dispirited; one
month later, under Ridgway’s leadership, it was to
strike back at its tormentors as an aggressive and
efficient fighting force. In three successive attacks, the
first launched on 25 January,* the second on 21
February and the third on 7 March, 1951, United
Nations ground forces, often against heavy resistance,”’
pushed the Reds back, forcing them out of Seoul’ and
back across the 38th parallel. By early April all of
South Korea south of the Imjin had been cleared of the
enemy.

The ships of the Canadian Destroyer Division did
not play a particularly important part in these
momentous events. The Canadian destroyers, however,
were now no longer the sole representatives of
Canada’s fighting forces in Korea.® On 7 August, 1950,
a week after the Destroyer Division first arrived in
Sasebo, Prime Minister Louis St. Laurent announced
that Canada had decided to send a ground force to
Korea. The Canadian Army Special Force, as it was
called, was to consist of an infantry brigade (three
battalions of infantry with their supporting arms and
services) and, except for key officers, non-
commissioned officers (NCO’s) and certain specialists
provided by the regular forces, was to be made up of
volunteers enlisted for a minimum of eighteen months.
When, after the Inchon landing and the subsequent UN
victories, the war appeared to be all but over, the
Canadian infantry contribution was temporarily
reduced to one battalion.” The newly-formed 2nd
Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry,
(Lieutenant Colonel J. R. Stone) was the unit chosen.
The PPCLI arrived at Pusan on 18 December, 1950, to
complete their training and by 23 February, 1951, were
in the line with their comrades of the 27th British
Commonwealth Brigade.

*General Willoughby in his apologia for MacArthur has garnered
for his hero all the credit for stopping the Chinese January offensive
and launching the UN counter attack. Nothing could be further from
the truth. As late as 10 January, when the withdrawal had been
successfully accomplished and active patrolling operations to the
north had already begun, MacArthur was still thinking in terms of
progressive retreats. Indeed he painted so black a picture of the
plight of UN arms that two of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Generals
Collins and Vandenberg, flew out to Korea to see for themselves.
They reported on 17 January that under Ridgway the Eighth Army
was being revitalized and that there was no danger of its being
driven into the sea. According to Willoughby, “MacArthur flew to
Korea on January 20, nullified any suggestion that the enemy might
drive our forces into the sea, and issued orders for the
counteroffensive.” (op. cit., 407.) The facts of the matter are that by
15 January Ridgway was probing the enemy front with heavy patrols
of regimental combat team strength and following them up with
divisional thrusts. By 20 January, when MacArthur made his
dramatic appearance, Ridgway was almost ready to launch his main
offensive, which indeed began five days later. (See Willoughby, op.
cit., 407; Ridgway, op. cit., 215-216; Berger, op. cit., 132.)
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Shortly before the Patricias arrived at Pusan, the
status of the personnel of Canadian destroyers in the
Far East underwent a change. On 8 December, 1950,
the Minister of National Defence, the Honourable
Brooke Claxton, established the Royal Canadian Navy
Special Force (RCNSF) consisting of the ships, officers
and men of the RCN then serving and who in the future
would serve, with the United Nations in the Far East.
The creation of this Special Force had, at the time, few
consequences of importance for RCN personnel in
Korea® since, unlike the Canadian Army’s contribution,
the RCN force consisted almost entirely of regulars.’
Laws were passed later to make the members of the
RCNSF eligible for most of the benefits enjoyed by the
short-service enlistees of the CASF. Throughout the
entire Korean conflict the RCN ships serving in the
Special Force were never placed on Active Service, and
no distinction, except for certain benefits enjoyed by
the personnel manning them, was made between ships
serving in the Far East and those in home waters.

Whatever special benefits were enjoyed by the men
of the RCN Special Force they were well earned, for
certainly a Korean west coast patrol, particularly in the
winter time, was no pleasure cruise. Fortunately for
those concerned, the first three months of 1951 were
less busy than the last six weeks of 1950 had been, and
usually enough time was spent in harbour to allow the
ships to be adequately maintained and the ships’
companies to be given a reasonable amount of shore
leave. Not that the Canadian destroyers were idle; far
from it. Athabaskan for instance spent 19 days at sea in
January, 20 in February and 24 in March; still, this left
her a reasonable amount of time in harbour.
Furthermore, considering the activity on land and the
naval operations then under way on the east coast, the
west coast patrols made by RCN ships at this time were
relatively quiet.

View of Inchon anchorage taken from Wohni-do, December
1950.
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Ship’s company collects trees for Cayuga’s Christmas
festivities, 1950.

Not that there were no interesting moments for the
Canadian ships during the early months of 1951. Both
Cayuga and Athabaskan, though they had no important
role to play as at Chinnampo, were present during the
later phases of the evacuation of Inchon and witnessed
the great exodus of shipping which took place during
the early days of January. As at Chinnampo the most
tragic aspect of the evacuation was the plight of the
civilian refugees fleeing the city. The men of the
Canadian destroyers, when the occasion arose, did what
little they could to alleviate the sufferings of these
unfortunate people. It sometimes happened that during
patrols in the Inchon approaches the destroyers would
have occasion to investigate a civilian craft for one
reason or another, and the Commanding Officer of

Checking for contraband, LT. R. C. K. Peers of Sioux examines
an intercepted junk.
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Athabaskan remarked that “ ... the pathetic state of the
occupants in the bitter cold weather brought forth
showers of cigarettes and [other] trifles from the hands
on the upper deck whenever a junk was brought
alongside.”"’

It was in Inchon harbour that the Canadian
destroyers for the first time in the Korean conflict came
under enemy fire. Inchon had been abandoned to the
enemy on 5 January,'' but later in the month cruisers
and destroyers were sent to bombard enemy
installations in the area in the belief that this might
mislead the Reds into thinking that another amphibious
assault was planned and cause them to divert troops
there. HIM Ships Cayuga and Nootka (Commander A.
B. F. Fraser-Harris, D.S.C. and Bar, RCN),12 were

Cayuga fires at enemy targets on the Korean west coast.

leaving Inchon harbour on 25 January when enemy
guns on Wolmi-do opened fire upon them. The Reds’
gunnery was hopelessly inaccurate, but “this first
positive enemy resistance was welcomed in Cayuga
after so many months of waiting,”®> and both ships
turned, reversed course and closed to engage. Their 4-
inch guns silenced the shore batteries, but the ships, for
good measure, steamed in to Bofors range to spray the
area with the short range weapons before leaving to
continue their patrols.

Cayuga returned to Inchon two days later, this time
to join the UN bombardment force in the harbour.
Ridgeway’s first offensive was at this time making
good progress, and the ships were under orders to
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Cayuga takes on provisions by jack stay from HMAS
Warranunga.
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harass the enemy, disrupt his communications and,
when it became possible, provide direct gun-fire
support for the UN troops advancing up the
peninsula.'® Before Cayuga left Inchon again, she came
under enemy fire for the second time when on the
afternoon of 3Q January mainland batteries believed to
consist of about six 75-mm. guns selected her as their
target. This time the gunners were more efficient, and
several rounds landed within 200 yards of the ship. But
the combined fire power of two cruisers and two
destroyers was more than the Red artillerymen were
able to stomach, and although Cayuga remained at
Inchon until 3 February she was not molested again.

Except for the two minor clashes with the enemy just
described, the Canadian destroyers had a relatively
quiet time during the first three months of 1951.
Cayuga, Athabaskan and Nootka all spent a six-day
period in Kure during February undergoing repairs and
carrying out maintenance, and Athabaskan also enjoyed
five days in Yokosuka, the port city of Tokyo, while
taking part in an anti-submarine exercise with HM