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20 April, 1964.

Dear Dr. Rohwer:

I am now able to answer your letter
of 20 July last year and I have a question to
ask yous You enquired about two groups of
sinkings in late 1941 and early 1942, On the
latter group the information avallable here is
inconclusive. The numbering corresponds with
that in your letter.

7 The S5 FRIAR ROCK sailed on 9 Janu
1942 from Sidaogg'lﬁ?i_giitia, to eateh up u?iz
Convoy SC=6l. e left harbour two hours after
the previous ship. She was bound for Hvalfjord
and Archangel. Apparently she was unable to

Join the conveoy and was returning tocgort when
she was sunk, Her survivers were picked up by
H?g MONTGOMERY atblkﬂoz on 17 January in position
k5" 35' north, 57 45' west and they gave the
time and place of sinking as 0900Z on 13 January
100 miles south-east of Cape Race. The position
given in your letter would be 120 miles, 1240
from the Cape.

2e The 85 BALIZE sailed from Hew York on

15 January 1942 bound for St. John's, Newfoundland.
She was not heard from again., HHCS SPIKD

found one of her life boats swamped and with fowr
bggies in it at 0850Z on 24 January in position

L7° 21' north, 58° 08' west.

The 55 D S G TgBRKIO?Is sailed

from Sydney, Nova Scotia, on 3 January 1942 in
Convoy SC:gs, bound for ioeh Ewe. On 9 January
the convoy was scattered by a storm and on the
13th it was ordered to disperse. "S555" was heard
from the ship at O4L38Z on 18 January, but no
position was given. The operator classgified the
signal as ground wave and estimated the distance as
between 75 and 100 miles from Cape Race radio
station. The vagueness of these data seem to make
the identification of the sinkings doubtful.

3. The S5 WILLIAN HANSLN sailed from Argentia,
escorted HMCS GEORGIAN, for St. John's, Newfound-
land, on 21 January 1942, GEURGIAN reported her
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torpedodd off Ferryland Head (which is in 47° 00*
north, 52% 51' west) at 0231%Z on the 22nd. She

sank and five survivors were picked up by HMCS
ALGOMA o

The S8 ?&&Q.na&l-d from Britain on
2 January 1942 and was reported overdue at Halifax
on 23 Jamuary. It is not clear from the records
available in Ottawa whether she sailed in Convoy
0“;23 or independently. She was not heard from
againe

The 58 FRANCIS UALMAN sailed on 17 January
1941 from St. John's for Corner Brook, Newfoundland,
and was reported overdue on the 2ist. No trace was
found of her,

One ship not mentioned in your letter was
the 55 NURTH GASPE. She sailed from St, John's for
Argentid, Newfoundland, on 21 Jamuary 1942, and
reported herself at 0200z on the 22nd January
torpedoed but afloat and trying to make harbour.
Nothing more was heard of her until she turned up
undamaged at Halifax at 22002 on 23 January. Her
distress signal had been made after feeling a bump
probably caused by depth charges dropped by the
escorte This may account for one of the torpedoings
reported by a su nee.

I have been unable to mateh any of these
with the incidents you cite pargéi through not
understanding the abbreviation "DS4" which you
attach to the times given in the reporgs, and partly
because when I plotted the position 47" 20' north,
53° 10' west, given in your letter for two of the
sinkings, it appeared to be inland near the head
of Coneception Bay. Ferhaps this is another case
where a typographical error has crept in.

& The S5 BULDSAN was damaged by air attaek
in the Mediterranean on 1k or 15 June 1942, and had
to be sunk later by British forces.

The 58 VASILISSOS A, PULEMIS was due in
Halifax from Britain on 25 January 1942, apparently
routed independently, but she was torpedoed at 19304
on 22 January in 42° 32' north, 520 38! west. The
85 LEQHIEASf;a CONDYLIS picked up her survivors.
The 55 GAHDIA was bound for Saint John, New Brunswick
from Britain., The position of her loss is given as
240 miles south of Cape Race, but no other information
is available except that survivors were landed in
Reykjavik.

We do not have detailed records of weste
bound Atlantic convoys so cannot say if any of the
three vessels mentioned was in Ul.53,

On the other group of ships, those that
disappeared late in 1941, I can be a f1ttle more
definite--again the numbering corresponds to yours:
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1. & 5. The 53 BROSUND was renamed CHUSADER on

1 October 19.1. She sailed from gdnoy, Nova Secotia,
under the latter name for Convoy 5U«53, but the
éscort reported that she was never seen with the
convoy. - She was not heard of again.

2 LEEIDIAN gailed from Sydney on

L November 194)1 with Convey 5C-53 bound for Hvalfjord
and Archangel. She was last seen by HMCS CHAMBLY

with a group of stragglers at 1730%2 on 10 Hovember,

but she lost contact with them in fog, Nothing further
is known of her,

3 & 64 The S5 _PHOTLUS and the 53 NalilS were former
US Naval colliers and were employed in the bauxite
trade, plying between the Virgin Islands and Portland.
Haine, US gailed from St. Thomas, V.l.,

23 November and NEREUS on 10 Decenmber i? Roither
was heard from againe.

Le The 58 SANTA INEZ pan nd on the north
side of Button Island on 19 Hovember 1941 and became
a total losse The location of this island is not
given, but since she was owned in Seattle, employed
in the China trade and, before transfer to Panamanian
registry, was registered in Shanghal, it seems likely
that it is the island in 30° 38" north, 122° 227 east,
not far from Shanghai. Porhaps Lloyds of London could
verify this.

And now I would like to put a'qucstion of
own: Can you identify the submarines that sank
Ships LEVIS, RACCOON, CHARLOVIETOWN and UTTAWA,
each first of name?

HMCS LLVIS, corvette, nts K-115, was
a unit of the escort of Convey SE:nnawith Hig Deatroyur
CHLSTERFILLD and three other corvettes. She was on the

rt beam of the convoy and her asdic was out of action.

t OL10Z on 19 September 1941, HMCS NMAYFLOUEE ebserved

a torpedo pass astern of her and strike LEVIS near the
bows She floated for fifteen hours before sinking.
We understand that U=7L, l=OkL, and
were in contact with the Convoy or swanzig
Jahren” (Ea§1ng_ﬂnnn§3hanngct. 1961 you say: “%g dcrs
Nacht zum 21, Sﬁpﬁw versenkuen u and 0D1teZe5,
Topp) die kaandisehe Korvette Hf%%QSchiffe e
Is it possible to say which su ne fired the torpedo
that sank LLVIS and give some details of the attack

HMC Armed Yacht RACCOON, pennants Selh, wus
escorting Convoy 4 n the GﬁIf of 5t. Lawrenze
bound for Sydney, Scotia. She was lastseen on
the port quarter of tho sonvoy by the light of starshell
fired when the Greek 33 ALAS was torpedoed at 02102 on
7 Sseptember 1942, At 0512 losions were heard and
columns of water seen in Rﬁ&GOQ 's station, but it was
aauuned that she was drop ing dopth eharxea.
© or
AR for. TIbIRN e

not missed until d;%!ightf
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Pour daga,;atar in the same waters, HMC
Corvette 2?52&922_1933, pennants K244, was torpedoed.
She was st@ering 074" at 11 knots six miles off Cap
Chat with HMCS CLAYOQUOT stationed one mile on her
rt beam when a torpedo, fired from shoreward, struck
er in the starboard quarter. A second torpedo struck
her amidships.

To quote "Vor swanszig Jarhen" again (Marine
Mn?n Oct. 1962): ;n_m%k KKpt. Hoffmann) und
Eptlt. Hartwig) Versenken im St. lorenz-Strom
und vor Neufundland aus dem Konvoi U8,33 L Schiffe mit
15.471 BRT." Ve believe that U=165 sank RACCOON and

CHAKLOTTETUWN, but would be glad of confirmation and
of any further details that might be available.

RECS OTTAWA, pennants H-60, was in the escort
of Convoy Ul=127 in September 1942. The convoy was
under attack from the 10th and lost eleven merchantmen,
the last one aink%aﬁwpt 12154 on the 13th. About mid-
night that night ), OTTA¥A was investigating radar
contacts about five n&ios ahead of the convoy. ©She
sighted an objeet close ahead and turned to port to
avoid ite She had swung about 20° when a torpede struck
her on the port side at 0003 on the lith. 35till on an
even keel UITAWA continued to swing and had turned about
180" when she was struck by another torpedo on the stare
board side, 5She broke in two and sank,bow and stern up.
You identify as the boat that sank OTTAWA
Bundachau, Octi 2), but we would be glad of any
details o} her action that you might be able to give.

Yours sincerely,

c/%ﬁfw\

E+ C. Russell,
Naval Historian.



