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ATTESTATION FORM
(HOSTILITIES FORM)

FOR MEN OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE

PERMANENT ADDRESS RELIGION

Nortot,s RaBa w# O, Kings €Co., N United Church of Cana da

T e —

DATE OF BIRTH *PLACE OF BIRTH NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN

— ee——— o e S

10th Oct. 1925. b BTk e HA Mrs. Dorothy Bland (Mothe r)

R LA Norton, R.R. # 5,

*Original Nationality of: County 1 Nno (G ¥
British Aings Lo., N. Da

Sra ) bl | Province N. B
MothezSED Tasis ritiSb)

*If not the son of natural born British parents, particulars to be given at foot of next page.

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION ON ENROLMENT

CHEST MEASUREMENT EYES COMPLEXION WOUNDS, SCARS, MARKS

HEIGHT

Brown| Medium N1l

— ———
S

DATE OF ENROLMENT RATING ENROLLING FOR TRADE OR CALLING AND IN WHOSE EMPLOY

— e e

oth April,1945. |\ Stoker 1/c(Temp) Machinist Apprentice--
Active oervice il

Canadlan National Railways,
MenctonssNat Bi

R.C.N.V.R. Division (or other S -
establishment) at which anﬂ.-mrt:alhec:l-t”.:—:ldaC.'Of:La

—

(B) . DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY APPLICANT

I hereby declare as follows:—
(1) That I am a British Subject domiciled in Canada.

(2) That I am desirous of being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve
Force, and that I accept and agree to abide by the rules of the said Force.

(3) That * (a) I have never served, and am not serving in any Naval, Military, Reserve, or Territorial

Force.
_‘“ﬂ?m
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record of service, in corroboration of this statement. Division.

*Cross out Clause not applicable.

SERVED IN 10 R.OM .
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8 i i
(c) I have never been rejected for or discharged from any of Hisdytpgesty’s) Forces of ‘
account of unfitness. _ XS~y ‘

.

(4) That the particulars contained above are correct and true according to the best of my knowlédge
and belief.
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(3) On being enrolled as a member of the opeclal Service Division of the
Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, I undertake to bind myself:— |

(a) To serve from the date thereof for the duration of hostilities, being subject to the provisions of the
Naval Service Act, and of the Regulations made in pursuance thereof for the government of the Royal

Canadian Naval Volunteer Rercerve, and to the customs and usages of His Majesty’s Canadian Naval
Service.

(b) To report for active service if called upon in time of war or emergency, and, if called into active
service, to serve ashore or afloat as may be directed, according to where my services are required.

(c) To keep in good repair and condition the articles of uniform and any articles of outfit which may
be issued to me and to return them to the nearest Divisional Commanding Officer or to Training Head-
quarters prior to my discharge or when required so to do by any authorized person, or to pay compensation
for any loss or damage thereto other than fair wear and tear; and also not to wear such uniform or outfit
(which is and remains the property of the Crown) except when on naval duty.

(d) To undergo vaccination or re-vaccination, or inoculation, as considered necessary by the appro-
priate authorities.

Dated this

(C) CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER

I hereby certify that all the ‘foregoing statements were made by the volunteer above named, in my

Signature Attesting Officer.
Lifeutenant; R«C.N.V.R.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

dohn. Basil. Bland do sincerely promise and swear (or solemnly
declare) that I will be faithiul and bear true alleglance to His Britannic Majesty, His heirs and successors

according to law.

Rankemiielizema mivenh i e N G VRS s oot e

The Oath of Allegiance may be administered by a Commissioned Officer of the Naval Service. -

CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER

or in the appropriate official documents.

Attesting Officer.
Tieutgfant , R.C oV R

R.C.N.V.R. Division q
5th Apr'll - (or other establishme‘nt) oltadacon
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NOTE.—This form when'completed and when the particulars on it have been noted in the Divisional
Commanding Officer’s Record Book, is to be forwarded to Headquarters, Ottawa, for custody.

The Certificate of medical examination, B-207, and certificates of previous service are to be sent to
Headquarters, Ottawa, with this form.

Certificates of previous service will be returned after they have been examined at Headquarters,
Ottawa.
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If a copy of this Form is required, Form C.N.S. 1243 is to be used

The corner of this Certificate is to be
cut off if the man is discharged with
a ‘‘Bad” character or with dis-

grace, or if specially directed
by the Department of Na-

CERTIFICATE of the Service of “Service). It the cor-

ner is cut off, the

fact is to be

noted in the
Ledger.

» IN THE ROYAL CANADRIAN NAVXL VOLUNTEER RESERVE

e — s e — e -

%22 / / ' /’QOﬂLMM -

Nearest knon Relative or Friend
Date of birth / 7 4 _%ﬁgﬁ Jfg??z e e (To be noted in pencil)
— , P | e /7

5 4 | h“;\’;ff{(ﬂ;frl:.' T ; "t* 4 :
Where Province et/ ~ . eAAT P L Al A _ Name: Z £ i A% #o4 .

i il Nl
L L il' |'-I_'
d v B . a B ' ]
" L] — “ g i L R - i - 5 a -
T‘_-} . T ‘m

b I 4 f T4 ’ II,:";:"'
orn A A A s 4

L]
¥
%

I,‘ L]
Y. S o

Town or county ‘ Relationship: 7 /Chi i ;.4
Trade brought up to__ ( e 2 | Address: AL AL

e S
5,

»
. i
-0 . N .

7 \
G 4 A
\.""-TF [ . i
- - " &
- ¥ 4

= L_*., S—

il

Religious denomination.

Date passed swimming test

Man’s signature on dis-
charge to pension |

All Engagements, including N.C.S., to be noted in these Columns

Date of actually | Commencement | Period volunteered | Date of actually - Commencement | Period volunteered
volunteering of time for volunteering - of time | for |

3.
Medals, Clasps, Etc.

Date received or : Date received or :
forfeited . - Nature of decoration | Nature of decoration

forfeited
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Stature I | Colour of
Description of Person _— Marks, Wounds and Scars
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Feet | In. Eyes plcxion

On entry asesess............. L ot ' M

On advancement to man’s rating
or on entry under 28 years........

On re-entry for C.S. or for Non-
C.S. after attaining 28 years........

If'urther description if necessary

___-___-'_'—_———————_—____-__-_-_

"'C.N.S. 459 . | CAUTION.--This is an Official document. Any alteration made to it without proper

15M—7-40 (5924) authority will render the offe :
N.S. 815.0.450 ority will render the offender liable to severe penalties,
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In brackets)
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Wounds received in Action and Hurt Certificate; also any | Captain’s
Meritorious Service, Special Recommendations, Prize or other Grants - Signature
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Service

Ship’s Name
(Tenders to be inserted | List and No.
in brackets)
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Causce
of Discharge
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Examinations passed and Notations or Qualifications other than those entered on History Sheets
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Secg rﬁlass for Conduect 1 . : :
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Conduct
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3. Definition of Terms—As a guide to Commanding Officers when making their award the
From following definitions are given of the terms to be used:—

—ii

Superior A man who performs his duties with more than average
to be written Supr. efficiency.

Datisfactory......usiieie.
g Sat.

eeneenn. A AN Who performs his duties with average efficiency.

Moderate A man who performs his duties in an efficient mannez
Mod. but with less than average efficiency.

1803 05) 600} oA i P o A man who performs his duties in an ineflicient manner.
Inferior. '

'Y

Nore.—In these definitions “duties” means the general duties of the substantive rating held, and

| “average efliciency’”’ means the average efficiency of all men in the Service holding the same sub-
| stantive rating.

e
A k-

P b ﬂ‘\:‘l | The substantive rating held by the man at the time is to be noted in brackets after each assessmeat
' | thus: Supr. (A.B.).
Good Conduct Badges

Efficiency in Rating, Whether
1st, 2nd, Granted, i 3

_ _ Character | noting substantive rating R.M.G. , Date
3rd Deprived, _ In brackets ‘ or not
N ; Restored R ‘

Captain’s Signature
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Swx copies to be rendered to Naval Service Headquarters

REPORT OF THE DEATH OF AN OFFICER, MAN OR BOY

: WA
H M C S ----------------- u-li 'H q*&‘ ii il Ei’@ .............................. a
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g SO ﬁﬂLﬁE

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- e

(Chrlstlan names in full)

Rank of Rating.......... I Official No.............. tom 55 iﬁfrﬁ ﬁe M Vﬂ

(If unknown, date of first entry)

Place of Birth
Occupation in Civil Life...... A8 055500 & 8. &5 i R8T ons

Number of years service in the Navy (Lonn* Service R.C.N., or moblhzcd servme in case of RC

4

Nearest known
relative or

Date on which the above was informed by Ship.....ccccocoooiviiviiereii, bl | SR SRS e S A i e

Date on which death was registered with local Officials

In the case of Imperial Service men, whether Active Service, Pensioner or Reserve, date on which the
prescribed return was rendered to the Registrar General in London, Edinburgh or Dublin, accord-

ing to Nationality

Place of Burial i
(1f known)

Location, Number, etc., of grave

The NAVAL SECRETARY,

Department of National Defence,
Ottawa, Canada.

In all cases this Form is to be sent in addition to the Report by Telegraph required by the
Regulations.

Distribution: File, Imp. W. G. Com., Dom. Stat., Register.

C.N.S. 1121
15M—7-40 (5849)
N.S. 815-9-1121
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19th April, 19405,
Dear Mrs., Bland:

It is with deepest regret that I must confirm
the telegram of the 18th of April, 1945, from the Minilster of

National Defence for Naval Services, informing you that your
son, John Basil Bland, Stoker First Class, Official Number

V-58685, Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, is missing
at sea due to enemy action,

From information available, little hope can be

held for his survival and there is no possibility of his having
been taken prisoner, For security reasons, this is the only
information which can be released atb this time,

should no information be received to the conirary,

an official presumption of his death will be made at a later date,
when you will be informed. Please be agssured, however, that as soon
as any further news is received Or more details can be released, you

will be informed immediately.

It is requested that you will regard the name of the

ship in which Stoker Bland was serving, together with the fact that
she has been in contact with the enemy as secrev until an official

announcement is made,

Please allow me to express the sincere sympathy of
the Department with you in your anxiety.

Yours sincenely,

Q(ECRETARY i &v{ BOARD.

Mrs., Dorothy Bland,

Norton, R.R. #9,
King's Co., N.B.
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Dear lMrg, Blangd:

Further to my letter of the 19th of April, 1945, I rezret to inform
you that in view of the length of time which has elapsed since your son, John
Basil Bland, Stoker First Class, Official Number V-53685, Royal Canadian Naval
Volunteer Reserve, was rsported missing from H.M.C.S. "ESQUIMALT", the ship in
which he was serving, the fact thet all circumstances surrounding his loss have
been carefully reviewed, and as no news has since been received to the contrary,

the Canadian Naval Authorities have now presumed his death to have occurred on
the 16th of April, 1945.

HM.C.5. "ESQUIMALIT", a Royal Canadian Navy minesweeper, was torpedoed
and sunk by en enemy submarine while on operational duty off the east coast of
Canada. One Offiicer and fifteen ratings were killed at the time of the disaster,
four Officers and twenty-four ratings are missing and now presumed dead, while
two Officers and twenty-four ratings survived the sinking.

The above information 1s now being released for publication.

The following is an excerpt from the report of a Canadian Naval Press
Relations Officer who was in contact with survivors of the ill-fated shipe

"Struck by a torpedo on the starboard side, H.M.C.S,
"ESQUIMAIT" listed heavily, and sank stern first in a few
minutes, The ship's list had the seaboat under water and
flooded before it could be released from the davits, but
carley floats were freed quickly before the ship went down,
and those who escaped from the ship gathered on four of
these floats.

"It was from the four floats that a sister Bangor mine-
sweeper, H.M.C.S. "SARNIA", picked up the survivors nearly six
hours later. #any who had reached the floats safely had died
of' exposure on the floats, from the soaking in the cold sea
water, and sixteen bodies were taken aboard the rescue craft.

""In gspite of the rapidity with which the ship heeled
over and slid under the surface there was no panic or confusion",
a surviving Officer reported. Everyone he had seen had been
calmly and quickly abandoning ship.

"Many men had died in the floats, and their bodies were
brought aboard H.M.C.S. "SARNIA" with the survivors.

"Artificial respiration was given to some of the uncon=-
scious men for hours after they were picked up, but only two
men were revived."

Please allow me to express sincere sympathy with you in your be-
reavement on behalf of the Minister of National Defence for Naval Services, the
Chief’ of the Naval Staff, and the Officers and men of the Royal Canadian Navy,
the high traditions of which your son has helped to maintain., |

JD&$wmhaiby
Yours sincerely, Sec. N, B,

S/, Zoeell

6 - P
DeputySECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD. Ties) // L{/md

Mrs. Dorothy Bland, @T/i
NORTON, R.R. #5, 7
King's Co., N.B. &\ /
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MEDALS AND MEMORIALS—DECEASED PERSONNEL

RCNVR Nov. 45 "ESQUIMALT"

(1) MEDALS.
PERSON

ENTITLED TO  win- - Apthur A. Bland - Father

Norton, R.R. #5,
KING'S COUNTY, N.B.

ADDRESS:

MEMORIAL CROSS

WIDOW

ADDRESS:

REGISTRATION No.

DATE OF DESPATCH

MEMORIAL CROSS

MOTHER lirs. Dorothy Bland

Norton, RR # 5, Kings Co., N.B.

ADDRESS:
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