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ATTESTATION FORM

FOR OFFICERS OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE
(A) DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT

PERMANENT ADDRESS

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN

Town Toronto Mother

County York Urs. Dorothy P. Weellcombe

11 October 1923 Ontarie Same Address.

Province

Country Canada

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION

HEIGHT CHEST MEASUREMENT WOQUNDS, SCARS, MARKS

COM-
PLEXION

Inﬂated37 Failr None .

% | Deated (. B

DATE OF ENROLMENT RANK IN WHICH MARRIED, SINGLE, OR TRADE OR CALLING AND IN
ENROLLED WIDOWER WHOSE EMPLOY

PROBATIONARY SINGLE Student.
DIV. STRENGTH SUB-LIZUTENANT
16 October ‘42 RCNVR TEMP)

(B) | DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY APPLICANT
ENTERED IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.8, 103=-2-1 datéd 5 Oct, '42

I hereby declare as follows:—
(1) That I am a British Subject, domiciled in Canada.

(2) That I am desirous of being enrolled as an Officer of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve
Force, and that I accept and will abide by the rules of the said Force.

(3) That* (a) I have never served, and am not serving in any Naval, Military, Reserve or Territorial
Force. !

on am WP o e e e

* (b) I served in.............. weeeneeneenfor the period shown, and attach my

record of service.

* Cross out Clause not applicable.

SERVED IN

e ew e w0 Ew Ee e

(c) I have never been rejected for any of His Majesty’s Forces on account of unfitness.

(4) That the particulars contained above are correct, and true according to the best of my knowledge

and belief.
OVER




(5) On being enrolled as an Officer of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, I u
and bind myself:— -

(a) To serve from the date thereof for as long as my services may be required, being subject to the
provisions of the Naval Service Act, and of the regulations made in pursuance thereof for the governing .
of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, and to the customs and usages of His Majesty’s Canadian
Naval Service.

(b) To report for active service if called upon in time of war or emergency, and, if called into active
service, to serve ashore or afloat as may be directed, according to where my services are required.

(c) To provide myself with the necessary uniform as laid down in R.C.N.V.R. Regulations.

Dated this..... 2ixteenth October

11 eutenail B GohENpolig Officer.
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

John Merris Gregory Smanrt ;
e L Ay do sincerely promise and swear (or solemnly declare) that I will

be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Britannic Majesty, His heirs and successors according to law.

¥

The Oath of Allegiance may be administered by any commissioned officer of the Naval Service.

NOTE.—This form when completed is to be forwarded to Naval Service Headquarters, Ottawa,

together with Certificate of medical examination B-207, and record of any previous service.

The record of previous service will be returned after examination at Naval Service Headquarters.
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0-67710.
By Command of the Bonouvable the Minister of RNational Defence

for Nabval Secrhices of the Dominion of Canada

®o Licutenant John M. G. Smart (Acting), R.C.N.V.R., (Temporary),--

Pou ave hereby appointed

Acting Lieutenent, R.C.N.V.R., (Temporary),

of Bis Majesty’s Canadian Ship ESQUIMALT as Executive Officer

Tth April, 1945,

Pour appointment is to take effect from
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Secretarp, Naval Board
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R.S.
Department of National Defence
Naval Service
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N.B. 7670—H.Q. 36 A
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' -2 Stz copies to be rendered to Naval Service Headquarters

REPORT OF THE DEATH OF AN OFFICER, MAN OR BOY

(Christian names in full)

Rank of Rating...‘gl;ﬂ,.!h&&.ﬁ}.tﬁﬂﬁ;:dm.,....".’-;.,.{.::.,,.:}. gk Official NO‘W*;@{;@?}
of "urs

(If unknown, date” entry)
Place of Birth : Al Ne%, ., LUE%. . i
Occupation in Civil Life. Esulens Religion........ bl of SRR OTY T R
Number of years service in the Navy (Long Service R.C.N., or mobilized service in case of ‘R.C.N.

. b ] AT
(Temporary) or Reserve ratings) 40t

Date of Deathiém@m?ﬁiﬁﬁmﬁ ................... Place of Death.........& i

Cause of Death ek et Ben e onemg. cobicn

(If due to accident, violence, or ememy action, part,icufars to be stated briefly)

Nearest known
relative or
friend.

Date on which the above was informed by Ship
Date on which death was registered with local Officials

In the case of Imperial Service men, whether Active Service, Pensioner or Reserve, date on which the

prescribed return was rendered to the Registrar General in London, Edinburgh or Dublin, accord-

ing to Nationality

Place of Burial
(if known)

Location, Number, etc., of grave

Undertaker employed
(if any)

If borne for discipline only, date D.S.Q. or invalided

The NAVAL SECRETARY,
Department of National Defence,
Ottawa, Canada.

In all cases this Form is to be sent in addition to the Report by Telegraph requir
Regulations. :

Distribution: File, Imp. W. G. Com., Dom. Stat., Register.

C.N.B. 1121
15M—7-40 (5849)
N.B. 815-9-1121
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19 April, 1945,

Dear Mrs., Smart:

It is with deepest regret that I must confirm the
telegram of the 18th of April, 1945, from the Minister of
National Defence for Naval Services, informing you that your
husband, Lieutenant John Morris Gregory Smart, Royal Canadian
Naval Volunteer Reserve, is missing at sea due to enemy action.

From information available, little hope can be held
for his survival and there is no possibility of his having been
taken prisoner. For security reasons, this is the only infor-
mation which can be released at this time.

Should no information be received to the contrary, an

official presumption of his death will be made at a later date,
when you will be informed. Please be assured, however, that as
soon as any further news is received or more details can be
released, you will be informed immediately.

It is requested that you will regard the name of the
ship in which Lieutenant Smart was serving, together with the
fact that she has been in contact with the enemy, as aecret
until an official announcement is made.

Please allow me to express the sincere sympathy of the
Department with you in your anxiety.

Yours sincerely,

L

=

iﬂo
QiECRETARY; NAVAL BOARD.
i

f :‘“
Mrs. Maud J. Smart, ﬁﬂ)
‘@yo Mrs. D. A. Scott, /
FAIRVIEW P.O,, N.S.
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s 7 May, 1945,
Dear Mrs. Smart:

Further to my letter of the 19th of April, 1945, I regret to
inform you that in view of the length of time which has elapsed since
your husband, Lieutenant John Morris Gregory Smart, Royal Canadian Naval
Volunteer Reserve, was reported missing from H.M.C.S. "ESQUIMALT", the
ship in whieh he was serving, the fact that all circumstances surrounding
his loss have been carefully reviewed, and as no news has since been re-
ceived to the contrary, the Canadian Naval Authorities have now presumed
his death to have occurred on the 1l6th of April, 1945.

H.M.C.S. "ESQUINMALT", a Royal Canadian Navy minesweeper, was tor-
pedoed and sunk by an enemy submarine while on operational duty off the east
coast of Canada. One Officer and fifteen ratings were killed at the time of
the disaster, four Officers and twenty-four ratings are missing and now pre-
sumed dead, while two Officers and twenty-four ratings survived the sinking.

The above information is now being released for publication.

The following is an excerpt from the report of a Canadian Naval
_Press Relations Officer who was in contact with survivors of the ill-fated ship.

"Struck by a torpedo on the starboard side, H.M.C.S.
"ESQUIMALT® listed heavily, and sank stern first in a few minutes.
The ship's list had the seaboat under water and flooded before it
could be relessed from the davits, but carley floats were freed
quickly before the ship went down, and those who escaped from the
ship gathered on four of these floats.

"It was from the four floats that a sister Bangor mine-
sweeper, H.,M.C.S. "SARNIA", picked up the survivors nearly six
hours later. Many who had reached the floats safely had died of
exposure on the floats, from the soaking in the cold sea water,
and sixteen bodies were taken aboard the rescue craft.

""In gpite of the rapidity with which the ship heeled
over and slid under the surface there was no panic or confusion",
a surviving Officer reported. ZEveryone he had seen had been calmly
and quickly abandoning ship.

"Many men had died in the floats, and their bodies were
brought aboard H.M.C.S. "SARNIA"™ with the survivors.

"Artifieial respiration was given to some of the uncon-
scious men for hours after they were picked up, but only two men
were revived."

Please allow me to express sincere sympathy with you in your be-
reavement on behalf of the Minister of National Defence for Naval Services,
the Chief of the Naval Staff, and the Officers and men of jthe Royal Canadian
Navy, the high traditions of which your husband has helped to maintain.

Yours sincerely, D &
topatched by
Sec. N, B, ’

Deputy SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD, i‘DatGW‘s"' s
A e /
Mrs, Maud J. Smart, (:ﬁﬁ( S 20 R
¢/o Mrs. D.A. Scott, e
FAIRVIEW P.0.,.

N.S. . A%é)




14 Dundas Esplanade
Charlottetown, P. Ei T
May 1, 1945. :

coPY OF LETTER TO [RE MAUDE SMART

20 Farnh :
I had already seen Mrs Smart in mjéve yu “loronto: 5

Dear Maudie:

Ever since the unfortunate action in which Johnny
lost his life 1've wanted to see you privately, but
circumstances were against ite

Johnny left the pridge about fifteen minutes

or so before the sinking and went to either the wardroom

or his cabin, and at the time of the explosion Was

killed instantly.

As you know Johnny was more than just "lumber One"
to me he was a friend. The friendship however had no
snfluence on his promotion to a more responsible position
it was his own ability. In line of duty he was willing
and competent combined with an enthusiasm for his work that
would have brought him up the line to bigger and more
respoasible positions.

To express sympathy just the right way is always difficult
and what makes it more SO, 1S the fine courageous way you
have taken the whole thing, however my sympathy is truly heartfelt

poth as his commanding officerT and friend.

Robert C. Macmillan,
Lieut., R- C- D‘\rl V. RI
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AWARDS

D.D.

WAR SERVICE RECORDS

A /1.t

SURNAME (IN BLOCK LETTERS)

RANK ON
CHRISTIAN NAMES ) DISCHARGE

CA.S.F. UNIT

WAR SERVICE
BADGE
(CLASS)

DATE DESPATCHED:

ADDRESS:

CAMPAIGN MEDALS

REGISTRATION NUMBER AN DATE DESPATCHED

: ﬁf‘?@

(THE REVERSE TO BE USED FOR ESTATE PURPOSES)




RCNVR March 46 "ESQUIMALT®
MEDALS AND MEMORIALS—DECEASED PERSONNEL . REGISTRATION No. DATE OF DESPATCH

1 MEDALS

PERSON ' McLean (Re—marrled ey o

ENTITLED To Mrs, Maud J. Smest- - idow ) ‘.\f[ Y \’10 4 l 5
mmxmmm

ADDRESS: WMWMM& VATE DESP.
Toronto-dy-Ontaric..

i1

P LR T 575 Walmer Rd., TORONTO 10, Ont. “GN. NO /7”72 ¢

lMrs. Maud J. Smart PR WA =

20 Farnham Ave., Toronto, Ont.
ADDRESS:

{31 MEMORIAL CROSS
MOTHER Ir . George A. Woollcombe

450 Besserer St., Ottawa, Ont.
ADDRESS:






