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ATTESTATION FORM
(HOSTILITIES FORM)

FOR MEN OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE ?
. I/r

Single.

CHRISTIAN NAMES.............R.Q.’Q.(?..l?.’.t Gordona......t.... MARRIED, SINGLE OR WIDOWER...
l RELIGION

SURNAME....

PERMANENT ADDRESS_
nited.

Stes 8 Green & Lister Blk. Winnipeg, Man.

NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN

*PLACE OF BIRTH

DATE OF BIRTH
Birth Certificate has pgen seen.
) omn Minnitonas. Mother(lMary ROBRERTSON)

29th November, WC}]Q ( Jres
=
*Original Natlonahty of: ; “Q) County 5
Same Address.

Fathe V] L -
e Scot teh. Province Manitoba @

Mother o 0tche

*If not the son of natural born British parents, particulars to be given at foot of next page
PERSONAL DESCRIPTION ON ENROLMENT

WOUNDS, SCARS, MARKS

CHEST MEASUREMENT COMPLEXION
Scar on calf of

ights leg.

Inflatedl .. niii i,

Deflated.........c0. 0

HEIGHT

Mean'35
TRADE OR CALLING AND IN WHOSE EMPLOY

DATE OF ENROLMENT RATING ENROLLING FOR

Salesman(Blue Ribbon Ltd.)

21st October, 1940.

R.C.N.V.R. Division (or other
establishment) at which enrolled...........

DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY APPLICANT

B)
I hereby declare as follows:— :
(1) That I am a British Subject domiciled in Canada
(2) That I am desirous of being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve

Force, and that I accept and agree to abide by the rules of the said Force.
(3) That * (a) I haveneverserved, and am not serving in any Naval, Military, Reserve, or Territorial

Force.
x 1?'?‘%}% " ":ér"'\";{,’gg‘(é;\% " ]’;(";";

* (b) I served in
r&CoTd JOF HeL VidEy H{COFTobi [ Of Xhis statementy

*Cross out Clause not applicable.

SERVED IN
1
2

-

(¢) I have never been rejected for or discharged from any 0}‘ H1s Majesty S. For
i e

account of unfitness.
(4) That the particulars contained above are correct and true according té the best of my knowledge
/] 2 //; U’@

and belief.




(3) On being enrolled as a member of the :
Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, I undertake to bind myselii—

(a) To serve from the date thereof for the duration of hostilities, being subject to the provision the
Naval Service Act, and of the Regulations made in pursuance thereof for the government of the 'Royal

Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, and to the customs and usages of His Majesty’s Canadian Naval
Service.

(b) To report for active service if called upon in time of war or emergency, and, if called into active
service, to serve ashore or afloat as may be directed, according to where my services are required.

(c) To keep in good repair and condition the articles of uniform and any articles of outfit which may
be issued to me and to return them to the nearest Divisional Commanding Officer or to Training Head-
quarters prior to my dischiarge or when required so to do by any authorized person, or to pay compensation
for any loss or damage thereto other than fair wear and tear; and also not to wear such uniform or outfit
(which is and remains the property of the Crown) except when on naval duty.

(d) To undergo vaccination or re-vaccination, or inoculation, as considered necessary by the appro-
priate authorities.

Dated this........... Slis daviot QGO E T LA Qg e A e e
Signature of applicant |
(© CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER
I hereby certify that all the foregoing statements were made by the volunteer above named, in my

"

presence, and that he has made and signed the above declaration in my presence on thISS:I.—Si.

Signature of and rank of Attesting Officer.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

Robexrt,. Gordon,. ROBERTSON...........do sincerely promise and swear (or solemnly
declare) that I will be faithiul and bear true allegiance to His Britannic Majesty, His heirs and successors
according to law. ; '

Signature of Applicant................... .

Witness......... / !

Date...2)at. Octohen,. . 1940, . Rank... / :

A a

The Oath of Allegiance may be administered by a Commissioned Officer of the Naval Service.

(E) CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER

Robert,. Gordon, ROBERTSONe. ... having been duly enrolled to serve in the Royal
Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve Force, I have caused his name and every prescribed particular to be
recorded in the Record Book of the Division of the R.C.N.V.R.

or in the appropriate official documents.

R.C.N.V.R. Division
(or other establishment)

NOTE.—This form when completed and when the particulars on it have been noted in the Divisional
Commanding Officer’s Record Book, is to be forwarded to Headquarters, Ottawa, for custody.

The Certificate of medical examination, B-207, and certificates of previous service are to be sent to
Headquarters, Ottawa, with this form.

Certificates of previous service will be returned after they have been examined at Headquarters,
Ottawa.
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~Rohert.Gordon. . ROBERTIQN..

in the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve

Training Headguarters R.C.N.V.R. Divisi : ‘
Ry ‘ SN Official Number... V.. ?Uf'172 ............ A

PR Se R TN IS e ek S ENNEEWG, ]

Name and Address of Nearest

Date of Birth..o 2980 NoWemOET ;. LOXDu. .ot REdtine Bricet

Place of Birth..........MMinnitonas,. lwa,m.fc_o.b,za ............................................. "40’1*13?‘— \J\ DY Ro ke Rigowd

r) &

2| i..tﬁaxfﬂ‘m._%}! ............. Rt

fi "‘.‘
! :
Trade brought up to............ Salesman,...... Eiuv ; Bondde 0 ,V\)f f%f‘,.\\‘a‘m.D.O"\r.-&.E-\).‘":"::\..._..._..__"-._‘ :

R o e % e A
Ricligiphmeere s semm sl e d , l‘"-\\-a.‘;..".'?‘i.‘\.-f.‘..‘.“.“.U\.{."."?.,a..‘v‘*-...‘!‘RT\.\.,K‘.‘:L.,._.,.‘
\Q\ \\LL’\\.‘ ‘_;

Can Swim:—P.P.T. Date T U Do AT S« el A

B il s SO MIATAITE e s i Rank

PARTICULARS OF SERVICE MEDALS, DECORATIGNS, etc.

Date of

[ 3 i

Date of Date o Period Rating on - 2
Actual_ orEreni?Jl;gle:?lznt Volunteered Enrolment or : : Nature of Decoration

Volunteering 8 for Re-enrolment Award Presentation

121 Octug Hostil, | 0'8un. | 0 |22l layhilontin sdresin it

PERSONAL DESCRIFPTION

Height Tt &
Chest | Weight Hair tves Complexion MARKS, WOUNDS, SCARS

Feel Inches | (mean)

- Brown | | Fai Scar on c¢alf Rit.leg,

On re-enrolment—6 years’ Service
On re-enrolment—12 years' Service ...

Further Description if Decessary. v i vamseians

TRANSFER BETWEEN DIVISIONS TRANSFER—LISTS A AND B

Authority




NAVAL TRAINING and ACTIVE SERVICE

3 LEDGER
Year : SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT TR RATING FROM TO CAUSE O ISCHARGE Vear
Bt 0. 1

1940 | WINNIPEG Division, 0'smn, (210ct 40

Mobilized

Drafted
) "Stadacona

1940 WINNIPEG Division.

................................................................

.............................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

—— f
M i
........................................... A e e e o A e AT
P pFeee—— (R e

............ .)45Lfc¢tbrr(i4é;¢«;5)..m.“.”ffhfff.
A i .m/m_, /Vz! ._dn.c_e}.. -* ________ Tl

Wounds Retelved In Aiction, Hurt Certificates, Weritorfous Service, Special Recomimendations, Prizes or other Grants

Date Detaila Captain's Signature -

...................................................................................................................................................................................




5 ‘ &
NAVAL TRAINING and ACTIVE SERVICE
LEDGER i S5 e
Vear \' SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT Tl B RATING FROM TO CAUSE OF DISCHARGE
EXAMINATIONS, NOTATIONS, QUALIFICATIONS RECORD OF RATING
Authority for Advancement
Particulars Captain’s Signature Rated Date or Reason for Disrating to be

staced

...............................

...............................




Name..... Robert. Gordon. R QuB BBl 0N Conduct

SECOND CLASS FOR CONDUCT CHARACTER, ABILITY IN RATING ON COMPLETION OF TRAINING, DISCHARGIZFROM THE
(Inclusive Dates) 5 SERVICE, AND ANNUALLY, 3151 DECEMBER, WHILE MOBILIZED

: Efficiency in Rating - ] :
Character Noting Substantive Date Captain'a Signature

Rating in Brackets
i f +& N
1 0 I |

Goon CONDUCT AND GOOD SERVICE BADGES

Date 2nd, Deprived,

=)
or
C.B. Restored

WA
Sl S P

G.S.B. ist, Granted,
" G.

IME FORFEITED

No. oi Days

Awarded Served




LV24172... .t OFFICIAL NUMBER RILE  NUM B R s e e 5 1 OFFICIAL NUMBER. V24172
NAME..... ROBERTSON. ..ot L e e o RODET RGO Tdon DATE OF BIRTH.. 29th IIQVBI’LDQ.Q.,....:L.‘%"].-.Q ......................................... e

(Surnan"n'a-m" (Given Names)

PLACE OF BIRTH 1,‘mn1tonnq Man.a

RELIGION... United :
RESIDENCE AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT: Street and No...ab&..80reendlister. Bl e i i e e
ENGAGEMENTS DESCRIPTION PREVIOUS SERVICE

Dataiun figises) Period i Hair Complexion Marks or Scars i R;:xk

Month| Year Rating

_Brown..|. ] G2 pear.on. ealf of right.. ..

NEXT OF KIN. RELATIONSHIP (il PeDCl)..coucisanracesesssessscsndisiintasasins sndtsisbesis snsinsbessna anassine

ADDRESS (in pencil): Street and No..........ccocoicommnnnsiianasiedeon it
MEeDALS, Crasps, HURT CERTIFICATES, PRIZE MONEY EXAMINATIONS, CERTIFICATES, ETC.
i o Date (in figures - Date (in fi
Datei(in figures) Particulars ( = ) Particulars ¢ gures) PARTICULARS
Day Day |Month| Year Year

A L Wy R T (*1.30.) (A 10075)....._.._................ LBz a1 Qual.. Tel
1939/45 Biara..

Province, etc.......

Babnces, G.C. or G.S. BRIEF PARTICULARS OF WARRANT or C.M. PUNISHMENTS AND C.P. CHARGES

: e Granted D in fi
Diate finheurcs) 1st, 2nd or 3rd G.C. Deprived 1 afe’(in Hgures)
Day |Mcnth| Year or G.S. Restored . | Day |[Month

BRIEF PARTICULARS OF OFFENCE PUNISHMENT

oo = ~ )
(2] lbt akia B- bl

Date (in figures) Days FORFEITED
Month| Year Prison n C. Power W. Trial 2 4 Q aEL 'F - Rec e lved

L&gt Will &. estam$nhmﬁxlﬁ/ﬁg

Seconp Crass For CoNDUCT
From

H.Q. 35—30M—5-41 (337)
N.S. 815—7-35




12 13

14 15 16
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17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24

25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30

31 32 33

34 35

36 37

V24l72

OFFICIAL NUMBER

ROBERTSON

Robert Gordon

(Surname)

(Given Names)

OFFICIAL {%MLMB( }V?,é‘_—l??,

Ship or Establishment

Rating

From

Year

Character

Efficiency

Non-Sub. Rating

Qualified

Re-Qualified

Day

Day

. nth

DAY 0 ST WADTIRES |
Heden Div..Hdgirs..

Stadacona

Stadarcona

Yenture
lMoosa..

~Andre.. DU.Q"’@ .......................... e e S et e D B | B

Yenture

Ord.. Seaman...|2L. .| 10..

3. 48..
le e
Ak

i

e e
B G L

Protector. (Napanee)|. .. Tele....... |20 1]

Avalon.

(Napanee)

m(-‘::;{;sborou gh
DLSCHARGED. .

AETIT N SN R e |
|46,

= i

st
=
.
1]

uulﬂ’T

iR Einnio

%

ner Casualty Lisp

~Presumed De

Dead

GENERAL REMARKES

coi||orenChESE. X=RaY..ADR
. AWARDEH) CANADIAN MEMORIAL ‘CROSS to:

Wife:

|| AWARDED CANADIAN MEMORTAL CROSS to;
Mother: Mrs. Mary Robertson, . .

..313 Royal Ave,,W.Kildonan,
June 5, 1945,

DATE OF B!RTH

-JED | PERM RESIDENCE] r ik a{‘,”“;“ﬁfﬁ,ﬂf‘i{
3 y, | TOWR SORY AT £

CH -?




.

e o
CAMPAIGN STARS, DEFENCE Wi
WAVAT GENERAT

NAME IN FULL /ﬁjﬁé.zv £.Cs.an. \ M 5 .%MKNWRATING 5

SERVICE ; |

! AREA :

FROM 70 | | P
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| VERIFIED BY .9@/9441411444ﬂaaﬁg.: i s icocsz} VERIFIED BY oeeo




RIFICATION FORM
DAL, WAR WMEDAL, C.V.S.M, and CLASP.
ERVICE EDAL T1915) e

..(’)xﬁlﬁf//«....,,..QOFF MO lsiai s od s et sADDRESS wvnidsnss sasonssensiive

QUALIFYING PERIODS IN DAYS

| cLasp STARS ELIGIBLE
= "OR AWARDS
Mplgsg 45‘T“AN"‘C‘PEFEHCEFGthﬁrMe__ A MEDALS FOR AWARD Oi

ATLANTIC & /éé?itﬁm

| |

FRANCE G,

AFRICA

PACIFIC

BURMA

ITALY

DEFENCE

CQVOSOM@

e SR T

" CLASP

ST

WAR 1945

I

e

WAR 19195

R -

,,/
VERIFIED BY yx...b..4

® 9 @90 500 00 &8 &8 o 2 @ : A l.ooou-cooo-oanoon_)TR OF PERSO’\INEIIRECORDS'




© (INFORMATION BXTRACTED FROM WAVAL SERVICE HRADGQUARTERS' RECORDS )

-« Siz copies to be rendered to Naval Service Headquarters

REPORT OF THE DEATH OF AN OFFICER, MAN OR BOY

v.24172 Unit{ RoGGRY
R.C.N.V.R.

Place of Birth Hinitonas, Manitoba 29th Hovembeyr, 1919

Occupation in Civil Life

Number of years service in the Navy (Long Service R.C.N., or mobilized service in case of R.C.N.

(Temporary) or Reserve ratings) From 218t Cotober, 1240 4o 18th March, 1945,

Date of Death 18%h March, 1845.

Cons of Death Missing, presumed dead. He was serving in M) C.5. "GUYSHOROUGH™
(If due to accident, violence, or enemy action, particulars to be stated briefly)
which was torpedoed and sunk by enemy action at sea.

lrs. Violet I. Robertsm

Nearest known
relative or
friend.

In the case of Imperial Service men, whether Active Service, Pensioner or Reserve, date on which
the prescribed return was rendered to the Registrar General in London, Edinburgh or Dublin,
according to Nationality

Place of Burial o burial

Location, Number, ete., of grave

If applicable

Undertaker employed

~for- Ec;g;;:;y 'ﬁmﬁ%. .................

The SECRETARY, NAVAL BoARD # : VT
Department of National Defence, Date Ottawa, Ont., 1 May, 1946, (0~

Ottawa, Canada.

In all cases this Form is to be sent in addition to the Report by Telegraph required by the
Regulations.

Distribution: File, Imp. W. G. Com., Dom. Stat., Register, Sec. C.P.C., Dir. of Records.

C.N.8. 1121
10M—6-44 (774)
N.8. 7570-5-1121




REGISTERED
ATR MAIL

N.S. V-24172, PERS.(N)

21 March, 1945.

Dear Mrs., Robertson:

It is with deepest regret that I must confirm the
telegram of the 2lst of Mareh, 1945, from the Minister of
National Defence for Naval Services, informing you that your
husband, Robert Gordon Robertson, Telegraphist, Official Number
V-24172, Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, is missing at
Sea.

The only information that can be given at this time
is that your husband is missing at sea as the result of enemy
action. The position of the action is sueh that there is little
possibility of him being a prisoner of war and slight hope can
be held for his survival,

Please be assured that as soon as further particulars
can be released or any other news received, you will be informed.

For security reasons, it is requested that you regard
the name of your husband's ship in comnection with his loss as
confidential at this time.

Please accept the sincere sympathy of the Department
in your anxiety. ,_\
/ /./

Yours sincerely,

Lx;/}b

SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD.

Mrs. Violet I. Robertson,
362 Martin Avenue,

WINNIPEG, Manitoba.




REGIBTREARAED

AIR MAIL

N.S. V=-24172, PERS. (N)

23 April, 1945,

Dear Mrs. Robertson:

Further to my letter of the 21st of March, 1945,

I regret to inform you that in view of the length of time which

has elapsed since your husband, Robert Gordon Robertson,
Telegraphist, Official Number V-24172, Royal Canadian Naval
Volunteer Reserve, was reported missing from H.M.C.S.

"GUYSBOROUGH", the ship in which he was serving, the fact that

all circumstances surrounding his loss have been carefully re-
viewed, and as no news has since been recsived to the contrary,

the Canadian Naval Authorities have now presumed his death to

have occurred on the 18th of March, 1945,

=
H.M.C.5. "GUYSBOROUGH", a Royal Canadian Navy minesweeper,

was torpedoed and sunk by an enemy submarine while on operational
duty at sea. TFive Officers and 48 ratings, including onme Royal Navy
Officer and one rating who were taking passage, are missing and now
presumed dead.

The above information is now being released for publica-
tion.

The following is an excerpt from the report of a Canadian
Naval Press Relations Officer who was in contact with survivors of

the ill-fated ship.,
"Only one death occurred from the explosion but many died /,//////////

during the 19 hours the men who had survived the explosion
srent in the water elinging to five Carley floats. Only
s8ix men of 42 on one overcrowded float lived until the
rescue ship, a Royal Navy frigate, arrived.

“"Both the air and the water were cold,” said one of the
survivors., "Most of the men who died, died smiling. If
they suffered any, you'd never have known it."

With the whaler overturned and the ship's motor boat
holed by the explosion, only the Carley floats remained
for the survivors. Four of the five floats wers lashed
together and from these the majority of the survivors
were picked up. Seven hours after the men abandoned ship
only 10 men remained alive on the one overcrowded Carley
float. Four others died before rescue came.

"Exposure accounted for the largest number of deaths.
Survivors were unanimous in saying that those who died
did so quietly and with little apparent suffering.

"When the torpedo struck the Guysborouzh so much debris
littered the decks that the Commanding Officer, Lieut.

Bs Te Re Russell, R.C.N.R., at first glance, thought his
ship had been the victim of two simultaneous torpedoes,

"It looked at first as if the ship would survive. Guns
crews were closed up, water-tight doors were closed,
bulkheads shored up and every effort made to save the
little vessel.,




- D
"There was Jjust one fatality from the torpsdoing.
although some members of a gun's crew were injured."

Flease allow me to express s incere sympathy with you
in your bereavement on behalf of the Minister of National Defence
for Naval Services, the Chief of the Naval Staff, aund the Officers
and men of the Royal Canadian Navy, the high traditions of whieh
your husband has helped to maintain,

Yours f% rely,

SJ:.’NR.-: ARY, NAVAL BOARD.

Mra. Violet I, Robertson,

362 Martin Avenue, |

WINNIPEG, Manitoba. @ A
81 |

J)

e
|

Despatched
Sec. N. E.

u?/j”’”"’/f —

pooocoooo !

;M DA, - ‘f” J
Tims ) 9 48~




DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS i 1 WAR SERVICEZ RECORDS

T AWARDS NAVY e

ROBERTSON Robert Gordon V-24172 Tel.

| RANK ON
SURNAME (IN BLOCK LETTERS) CHRISTIAN NAMES 5 : DISCHAR 3E C.A.S.F. UNIT

WAR SERVICE
BADGE
(CLASS) 3 DATE DESPATCHED:

ADDRESS:

CAMPAIGN MEDALS RZGISTRATION NUMBZR AND DATE DESPATCHED
1929-45 Star
Atlantic Star & Clasp |
CoVeSo M, & Clagp

War Medal

(THE REVERSEZ TO BE USED FOR ESTATE PURPOSES)

DVA 806




MEDALS AND MEMORI/ALSﬁDECrIEASED_PERSlONNEL
RCNVR Feb.46 NGUY ROTICH
it i C UXx

W og T 4.'

REGmTJQM Mo, DATE OF DESFATCH

P et e

1) MEDALS
PE
E'ﬁnm Mrs. V.LO.L@L i

ADDRESS:

4

M:

2) MEMORIAL CROSS
WIDOW Mrs. Violet I. Robertson

%62 Martin Avenue, Winnipeg,

ADDRESS:

(3) MEMORIAL CROSS

MOTHER Mrs. Mary Robertson

313 Royal Ave., West Kildonan,

ADDRESS:

Winnipeg

(s3]

Man.






