Smith, Alvin William Rusk

Birth: 9 March 1925

Place: Park Head, Bruce, Ontario, Canada
(born at the home farmstead)

Marriage: 9 April 1949

Spouse: Gertrude Fredericka VanRooyen —
“Trudy”

Death: 11 June 1991

Place: McMaster University Hospital,
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

Burial: Pleasantview Memorial Gardens,

Fonthill, Ontario, Canada

Alvin William Rusk Smith - 1945

Birth

Alvin was the 5% child born to Albert Gladstone
Smith and Emily May Rusk “Emma”. All were born
at home on the farm: Beatrice, Evelyn Helen, Cecil,
Alvin, Verna, Kay, Vidal and Bruce. Whenever a
baby was ready for delivery, a neighbouring
farmer’s wife would be there to assist.

Service — Royal Canadian Navy
Ships served in (as supplied)

HMCS YORK - Enlisted 24 Apr 1944. Commenced Active
Service 04 May 1944 as an OS, RCNVR

HMCS STADACONA - Drafted to STADACONA 11 Jun
1944 as an OS, RCNVR

HMCS PEREGRINE - Drafted to PEREGRINE 01 Oct 1944
as an OS, RCNVR

HMCS CORNWALLIS - Drafted to CORNWALLIS 02 Dec
1944 as an OS, RCNVR

HMCS ACADIA - Served in ACADIA for training 10 Mar
1945 - 16 Mar 1945 while at HMCS CORNWALLIS

HMCS SHELBURNE - Drafted to SHELBURNE 06 Apr 1945
as an OS, RCNVR

* Rated A/AB 04 May 1945

HMCS JOLIETTE - Drafted to JOLIETTE 11 Sep 1945 as an
A/AB, RCNVR

HMCS SCOTIAN - Drafted to SCOTIAN 03 Nov 1945 as an
A/AB, RCNVR

HMCS PEREGRINE - Drafted to PEREGRINE 25 Mar 1946
as an A/AB, RCNVR

HMCS YORK - Drafted to YORK 28 Mar 1946 as an A/AB,
RCNVR

* Demobilized 11 Apr 1946



Service Medals
(left to right)

Atlantic Star: awarded for six months of service
afloat or two months for air-crew service and was
not awarded unless the recipient was qualified for
the 1939-1945 Star by six months of operational
service afloat or by two months of airborne service.
Therefore, the total requirement was twelve
months of service afloat or four months of airborne
service.

Description:

The six—pointed star is yellow copper zinc alloy. The
obverse has a central design of the Royal and Imperial
cypher, surmounted by a crown. The cypher is
surrounded by a circlet containing the words ‘The
Atlantic Star’.

Stars issued to Australian personnel have recipient
names engraved on the plain reverse.

The shaded and watered ribbon consists of three equal
stripes; blue, white, and sea-green, to represent the
Atlantic Ocean.

Canadian Volunteer Service Medal:

(established 22 October 1943) granted to persons of
any rank in the Naval, Military or Air Forces of Canada
who voluntarily served on Active Service and
honourably completed eighteen months total voluntary
service from 3 September 1939 to 1 March 1947.

Description

A circular, silver medal, 1.42 inches in diameter. The
medal is linked to a straight suspender by a small ring
passing through a small fixed ring at the top of the
medal.

On the obverse of the medal, seven marching figures
are depicted, representing men and women of the
Army, Air Force, Navy and Nursing

A silver bar (often called a clasp), a maple leaf at its
centre, was awarded for 60 days service outside
Canada. A silver maple leaf is worn on the ribbon in
undress.

The War Medal 1939-1945: was awarded to all full-
time personnel of the Armed Forces and Merchant
Marines for serving for 28 days between 03 September
1939 and 02 September 1945. In the Merchant Navy,
the 28 days must have been served at sea.

Description:

A circular, silver medal, 1.42 inches in diameter. The
British issue medals were made of cupro-nickel. A plain,
straight non-swiveling suspender with a single-toed
claw. The award was established on 16 August 1945.

The ribbon is 1.25 inches wide and consists of seven
coloured stripes: red, dark blue, white, narrow red,
white, dark blue, and red.

The obverse shows the crowned coinage effigy of King
George VI, facing left, and the legend GEORGIVS VI D :
BR : OMN : REX ET INDIAE IMP :

The reverse shows a lion standing on the body of a
double-headed dragon. The dragon’s heads are those of
an eagle and a dragon to signify the principal occidental
and oriental enemies. At the top, right of centre are the
dates 1939/1945 in two lines.



Below: Christmas Greeting card and photo of Alvin
received — 1945
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Family

His sister, Corp. Bea served 4 years in the Air Force
as a nurse assistant during the second world war
stationed in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada.

Cora Beatrice Smith - 1945

His brother, Cecil, served in the Canadian Army. He
enlisted 1 June 1943 with the 6 Field Unit, WWII
Royal Artillery.

Cecil Gordon Smith — 1945

With three children from one family serving their
country in WWII there was frequent mention of
their names printed in the local newspapers (Sun
Times, Owen Sound or The Echo, Wiarton, Ontario)

Left to Right: Alvin Smith, Beatrice Smith and Cecil
Smith (brothers and sister 1945)



from Park Head and in Royal Canadian Navy)

Alvin with his brother Bruce (youngest of 10
children) and parents, Albert and Emma Smith at
Park Head farmstead - 1945

et
Smith Family
Front Seated: Bruce
Center Row: Evelyn, Albert (father), Isobel, Emma
(mother), Verna
Back Row: Kay, Bea, Cecil, Vidal, Alvin, Helen

Marriage
Married: 9 April 1949

Alvin William Rusk Smith of Park Head, Ontario &
Gertrude Frederica VanRooyen of Park Head
Ontario, formerly of Utrecht, Holland

Alvin and Trudy were married in Park Head.
Together they had five children, Bill, Susan, Anne,
Audrey and Debbie (today, only Susan, myself, and
Debbie are living) and six grandchildren.

Alvin and Trudy — Wedding 9 April 1949



Wedding Party of Alvin & Trudy Smith

Left to Right: Elly VanRooyen, sister and Maid of
Honour; Trudy and Alvin, newlyweds; Gordon
Smith, brother and Best Man

Family of the Newlyweds.

Left to Right: Albert and Emma Smith (Alvin’s
parents), Cecil Smith (Alvin’s brother), Alvin and
Trudy, Elly VanRooyen (Trudy’s sister), Gertrude
and Henk VanRooyen (Trudy’s parents)

Alvin and Trudy Smith with first born, Oct 1949.
Son named William “Bill” Albert Smith

-~
=

—IFEMSCI S 05IRIE BN

iy

T i'-;-'ji?.iu':ﬁ:'
ustiedoy|

.U‘J'.FL':H:':'JI'J')E-IE

Alvin and Trudy’s kids abt 1959,
Left to Right:

Catherine “Anne” 1953-2005
Susan Frances 1950-

William “Bill” Albert 1949-1987
Audrey Louise 1954-2000
Deborah Lee 1956-

Occupation
After living in Niagara-on-the-Lake for a few years,

Alvin and Trudy moved to St. Catharines, Ontario
abt 1952. Alvin secured a job with the St.
Lawrence Seaway Authority, Welland Canal, Lock 1
as Lockmaster of Lock 1 (near Port Weller Dry
Docks). He retired 1986 after 35 years.

Alvin was also a profession scuba diver and had his
own business apart from working for the St.
Lawrence Seaway.

He instructed Scuba Diving for some years at
Prudhommes Hotel indoor swimming pool,
Vineland, Ontario as well as handling numerous
diving jobs locating bodies, lost equipment,
underwater repairs, including repairs for the St.
Lawrence Seaway in the canal.

On one particular diving job in Lake Erie, Ontario,
he located an anchor. It was retrieved and brought
onboard the ship he was working for at the time
and arranged for it to be brought to his home by
tow truck. The smell was unbearable and created a
number of complaints. After researching, it was
determined the anchor belonged to  ?????
Shipping Company of Buffalo, New York. (Guessing
age of the anchor at the time was 40-50 years old —
built abt 1930)



The anchor was mounted on the front boulevard at
home in St. Catharines with chain surrounding the
area. Dad hired a man to weld the remaining
chain to create a railing at the front of the house.
That railing still exists although the home was sold
after mom passed away in 2015.

After dad’s passing in June 1991, the anchor was
donated by my mother, to the Niagara Falls Sea
Cadets where restoration was done and it was
mounted at Drummond Road, Niagara Falls,
Ontario. | have since been advised the cost of
facilities was no longer feasible so the Sea Cadets
secured another location and the anchor was
donated to the St. Lawrence Seaway before the Sea
Cadets relocated. (The Seaway is unaware of the
anchor’s whereabouts as of today)

Railing created b_y eIder using?mﬁ-from found
anchor (pictured with son Bill)

Some chain attached to the anchor was used to
create stair railing at front of home.

Anchor mounted on grass boulevard at home,
Frederick Street, St. Catharines, Ontario
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Susan, daughter of Alvin and Trudy Smith in front
of anchor — 1969

Bill, son of Alvin and Trudy Smith in front of anchor
— 1967 (showing chain skirting boulevard)

Alvin was an Active Duplicate Bridge player. His
name is mounted on many trophies in Ontario and
New York State.

He was a member of the Royal Canadian Legion
Talbot Trail, Branch 613 Fonthill, Ontario.



Character

Alvin was well liked, at his work, in his Scuba Diving
business and by many family and friends.

He came to know Captains of ships that came
through the canal. When Alvin was off duty and
the Captain had a Pilot on board to guide the ship
through the locks, he and Trudy would accept an
invite to board and sail through a few locks
enjoying the Captain’s hospitality. A taxi took them
back to their car at the end of the evening. Getting
on and off the ship meant climbing a rope ladder!

Reading books of WWII and ships (Naval and
commercial) captivated his attention throughout
his life. There was quite a collection of these books
at the time of his passing. They were shared as
treasures to grandsons.

Alvin was so intrigued with the history of WWII and
his Navy service experience that he wanted to visit
and tour Germany and Holland. He arranged with
one particular Captain to take him aboard, allowing
him to work for his passage on the ship to Germany
(abt 1971).

He said he walked leaning forward for a week
before straightening up after sailing ocean to
Germany.

This was a lifelong wish of Alvin’s to travel as he did
working on a ship; to see the bunker where Hitler
was last alive as well as the many historic sites he
read about for so many years in East and West
Germany. He also wanted to see Holland.

Trudy emigrated from Holland to Canada with her
mother, father, sister and two brothers in 1948.
Left behind was one brother and his wife as well as
many other family and friends. So, after Alvin
toured East/West Germany and spent time visiting
family in Holland, he returned home. The end of
his journey was flying by jet plane home to Canada.
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Abuin W.R. Smith

Boan
Park Head, Ontario
March 9, 1926

Died
Hamilton, Ontario
June 11, 1991

Funeral Seavice
Hufse and English Funeral Chapef
June 14, 1991 @ 1 p.m.
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The Sun Times newspaper (Owen Sound,
Ontario, Canada)

The Sun Times
31 Dec 1942, Thu - Page 2

‘their gussts,. == 2020200

Corporal Beatrice Smith, Brant
ford, Cecil Smith c¢f 8t. Catharine
and Alvin £mith of Toronto wer
Loliday visitors with their parentq
My, and Mrs, Albert Simith,

The Sun Times
29 Apr 1943, Thu - Page &

Easter week-end guests of Mr.
and Mrs. Albert Smith were Alvin
Smith of Toronto, Cecil Smith :

The Sun Times
14 Oct 1943, Thu - Page 2

Alvin Smith of Toronto was a
holiday visitor at his home here,

Miss Ruby Lavingstone ‘spent the
Mhanksgiving week-end at her
home in Mount Forest.

The Sun Times
15 Jun 1944, Thu - Page 8

Is Park Head Visitor
Ordinary Seaman Alvin Smith of
Toronto was a visitor with his par-
ents at Park Head.

The Sun Times
03 Jul 1944, Mon - Page &

Are Serving at Halifax

Corp. Beatrice Smith has com-
pleted a short course at Trenton
and spent a few days' leave with
her parents before going to Hali-
fax. Onrdinary Seaman Alvin Smith
is also stationed at Halifax, They
are both frcen Park «Head.

The Sun Times
16 Dec 1944, Sat - Page 3

ON LEAVE: L.-Cpl. Maurice Hunsperger,
wounded in France and returned to Canada, is
spending a week's furlough at Hanover after
receiving trealment in Christie St. Hospital.
. . . Rflmn, Bruce Alderton, a patient at Chris-
tie St. Hospital, at home for week-end. . . .
O.S. Alvin Smith, R.C.N., on 2 weeks' furlough
at Park Head. . . . P.O, Jack Jordison at
Chatsworth before being transferred from
Guelph to Camp Borden, . , .

The Sun Times
03 Jul 1944, Mon - Page 8

Are Serving at Halifax

Corp. Beairice Smith has com-
pleted a short course at Trenton
and spent a few days’ leave with
her parents before going to Hali-
fax. Ordinary Seaman Alvin Smith
is also stationed at Halifax, They
are both frcem ParkHead.

The Sun Times
22 Dec 1944, Fri- Page

E-ilar Ts Honared [
Ordinary E~aman Alvin Smith af|
Park Head, stationed at the east!
roast, who is hoame on a two weelks' |
furlough with his parents, Mr, and |
Mrs. Albert 8mith, was honored in | ]
the Park Head communitv hall on |
Wrednesday nicht, when friendes and | |
nelehbhars eathered ta snond the |
evening with him, T. F. Evers was
rhairman for the proeram. Choral
Verna and Kathleen S8mith and
Koreen Risk aceompanied on the
plone by Miss Tivinestens, zang |
“The Navv Is Here” Mrs. Nor-
man Smith, accompanted hv har
daurhter, Shirley, sane “A White
Christmas"”  Beverley Smith, ac-
comnanied by Choral Smith. gave
a mouth orean selection.  Evelvn
Pringle rave an Instrumental nume-
ber,  Miss Livinestone was at the |
niana for rfammunity sineine, Mre. |
W. A, Smith gave a reading  Ivan
Matches and Cameran Philin arcoms
panied Alvin Smith to the nlatform,
when Norman Smith read an ad-
dress, On hehalf of the communliy,
Tom Prinele rresented him with a
nen and pencil set and a hiNfald,
Tunch was served by the ladles.




E FOR POSTERITY'S SAKE i+i : The Sun Times
A Royal Canadian Navy Historical Project 27 Jun 1945, Wed - Page 7
HMCS JOLIETTE K418 | | I

PARK HEAD !

A large crowd  assembled In the|
mmunlty  Hall Baturday 1
ficislly weloome Corp. Wray

haine afkd five

River Class Frigate

Cecll Bmith, who wias Invalided
|home from oversens s while back |
| nnd Q.8 Alvin Bmith of the Can-
adian Navy, Afler a musical pro=|
gram with Mr. T, E. Evans, ns
chalrman, three gueals wiere cals
I!nj ey the platlorm, where Mrs
|Harry Gates read o eongratulary ad-|
| dress to Cotfp Hamllton and Carmen |

d —— |Ii.nuri:f mads the preéseritation. Mrs.
HMCS JOLIETTE K418 with German U-boat U-889 !5-_“"5. Bmirh read an address to
Source: Flickr photo collection of Brian Westhouse | “rlﬂ'“:- Ceeil Bmith and H m\-nrrl

| Matehes made the prozeniations
s, J. L, Malches rend the md-

1945 — HMCS Joliette River Class Frigate Emblem [dress and Ceorge Gray made the
pregentation (o AlY Bmith each
had recelved & handsome engraved
wrist watch frem the commiunity.

Lunch was ssrved by the Ladies,

The music for the Sunday maorn-
| ing ehurch service was supplied by
|the school children from Crads 1
(te B, under the direotlon of thelr|
teacher, Misa RE. B. Livingstone |
| Mrs, Jack Murray has refurnsd to
her home in Toronto, after & WViait
Iwith her mother, Mrs. David Miust-
lard and sister Mrs, Frank Behihbl
and Mr, Schibl !

My, Albert Bmith and T. B
Rourks were business visliors 1nl
|'Toronio Monday and Toesday',

Kalth and Doris Rourke of Mon-'
treal are spending this mid-summer
vacation with thelr grandparents,
Mr. and Mra, Beri Rourke and Mr,
and Mrs, Charles Gates

UGLTETIE

The Sun Times
20 Jun 1945, Wed - Page 9

: Visits at Park Head

' Ordinary Seaman Alvin Smith, is
spending a few days’ leave with his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. A, Smith, of
Park Head. Alvin was a member
{of the crew of a corvette, which
captured a German submarine off
the coast of Newfoundland, since
''V.-E. Day.
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The Sun Times
20 Jul 1945, 5at - Page !

Signed for Pacifie

AEB. SEAMAN ALYIN =EMITH
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Smith

iz home on & 68 day leave after
which he will report for duty In the
Pacific. At the present time he is
stationed at Shelburne,

Record Roll of Honour

WWII 1945

Book - Beautiful Stoney Keppel -
1855 — 1986

Keppel Township

Ontarlo Canada
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The Sun Times
10 Jan 1955, Mon - Page 4

. Mr. and Mrs. Albert Smith had
ail the members of their family
‘with them on New Year’s day, in-
cluding Miss Beatrice of London,
Mr. and Mrs. J. Weber and fam-
ily, Mr. and Mrs, Cecil Smith of
Owen Sound, Mr. and Mrs. Alan
Seaman and three children of
Southampton, Mr, and Mrs. Alvin
Smith and four children of St. Ca-
tharines, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Che-,
bott and Barry, Mr. and Mrs. Jas, |
Alexander and baby of Allenford, |
Mr., and Mrs. O. Stewart and two
girls and Bruce Smith of Park,
Head and Miss Isabel Smith of
Owen Sound.




