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CONTINUOUS SERVICE ENGAGEMENT, OR RE-ENGAGEMENT

To be forwarded to the Naval Secretary, Department of National Defence, with Form 8. 59

) ‘*.—‘ L TR, . ™A

Farl o ti» g 51 ¥ 5 o ..fx.l.“:;’ ol A
Orrician. No. IF ENOWN
Space to be left vacant

if not known

CHRISTIAN AND SURNAME IN FULL Nexr or Kin Presgnt RaTiNg
Harry Clifford Blinech i Hovep(father) ordinewsy
Address.... Se e 88.......coooovnrre S RIAGI
AODU CEL DLty Latis
Nawme, RANE AND STATION OF
DATE OF BIRTH* PLACE OF BIRTH} RecruimnGg OFFICER
TOWD.ecivviosf s RENOIEES ... L & Webe. Holmeas). .
ilth Septerber COMIANDIE .
" Qi COHDEY 5l et stnnss ik e s s s e iy T Sk
s ) Bapvadls,
Provinee. .o} - Saakkatohewan ..o - ERQ 1%y, Balle.
Personal Description at the Date of this Document
Height Chest Hair Eyes Complezion Woups, Scars or MArxs Da?aﬁlfir::ion il CTR"DmeN
5roin 34 [Browm | Brown [Presh il Ghureh Labourer,
31 _of
B2% fagiend
Commencing date of Period of Engage- :
Engagement or 24th lMareh, 1941, ment or Re- Seven Yearss
Re-engagement engagement
Date of actually vol-
unteering to en- 24th Mareh, 1041aDate of entering 24th HMerch, 1941,
gage oOr re-engage present, ship

Particulars of former Continuous Service Engagements, if
any; but, if none, and the person engaging has had previous
Service, the date of his First Entry should be given. If the
person has not previously served, write the words “ First Entry ”

here.
If an Engagement is ante-dated for any period, the man’s services for such period
should be forwarded in to office, with the Engagement, on Form &.—1243.

{ First Entry.

Declaration of Entry or Re-Entry from Shore for Continuous Service

The following questions are to be put by the Commanding Officer to the person about to engage for Con-
tinuous Service, whose answers are to be recorded hereon:—

1. Are the particulars given above of your name and date and}
Dlndetal Pifthictortoets. . e o e it e T e 1 SRR SR S A
#
s T e D e e S S T i i, | e

3. Nationality of ParentSF—-Father”.Gang&;i.%(,?.m\:gl;;;5-11-.1),...Mother..,“._..,._,,....G.R:lﬁiaii,m‘z{..‘i;f.‘zﬁ_:}f:li.ah),._
4. Have you ever served in the Navy, Royal Fleet Reserve,
Royal Naval Reserve, Army, Army Reserve, Marines,
Militia, Volunteers (Naval or Military), Territorial Force,
or in His Majesty’s Indian or Colonial Military Forces,
or in the R.C. Mounted Polieelf @ v st
5. Do you now belong to the Militia, Volunteers (Naval or
Military), Territorial Force or any Regiment or Corps in
His Majesty’s Army, or to any established Naval or
Army Reserve Force, or to the R.C. Mounted Police?....
6. Have you ever been rejected as unfit for His Majesty’s ser-
vice, or discharged from it on that account? If so, state
reason of rejection or discharge, and date............................
7. Have you ever been discharged from the Navy, Marines,
Army, or R.C. Mounted Police on account of miscon-
duct?

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, - T R R O R U R e i

8. Are you willing to be vaccinated or re-vaccinated and inoculated?............... Yo

R B AR T 01 e B e B e R et oo B, (N o] < Wbl S T SR O h RS e R

;;Vhen evidence of age {; ohttninexéd GB Fiﬁ?t Entry, ift should 'bebatta,ched tfo 1].1his Form.

oreigners are not to entered. On the entry of a person born out of the British Empire, it should be ascertai th: i i s

of a boy, that his father is) a British Subject, and evidence of the fact should be attl:;ch'ed to the “Entry i’a%.” abRolle (endiip Violeie

{ Particulars of service in the Army, Army Reserve, Naval Reserve, Marines, Militia, or H.M. Indian or Coblonial Military Forees, or in the Mer-
chant Service should be forwarded in to office with this Engagement. If a member of the Royal Fleet Reserve, the man's Registrar is to be imme-
diately informed of his entry (Royal Fleet Reserve Instructions). If an R.N.R. man, state number of R.V. 2.

CN.S. 55 /7 ﬁ %7 5
10M—3-40 (4252) &5%%/,/ £
= A

N.S. 815-8-55
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|.—Declaration and Certificate for Men newly entered and Men who have been out of the Service since the *
expiration of the previous C. S. Engagement -

............... , do solemnly declare that to the best of my knowledge and behef
the ansﬁ@& wh%g? @VCEM!%?Q*{}IUG and I do hereby agree to serve honestly and faithfully in the Naval

Service of Canada®. E\?' .......... Lty MEemEhg 194%. prov1ded my
service should be so %ﬁﬁz&uﬁ'ﬁ‘h Ogmf‘i‘ﬁ?ancmely plomls%an swear <tm’ solemnly declare) that T will be

faithful and bear true allegiance to Hlsé\gje As witness m éhand this..agaday of..... . Herah, 1941,
%u« ................................... Man’s Signature in full

Witness to Signature........ /,9/ e e T
Aﬁtested before me thls“gﬁtn"""day OF ¥ am A Mprady; 19‘..15..

Slgnature of a Commissioned
Officer of the Naval Service

Ideutenant, R,0.0, V.8,
r ¥ D&te ............ dﬁtn ;fﬁrﬂkl" ........................ 19.“ &

This is to certify that we have emmmed the pélson named on the other side hereof as to his fitness for the
Naval Service of Canada, and we find as follows:—He is of perfectly sound and healthy constitution, free from all
physical malformation, actlve and mtelhgept and We consldel hnn in all respects fit for His Ma]esty s Service.

S e
-
—
A.H—-—-—“

f'.__l_,___,__\._._.i-. . .' W oo g ;;,:{ AN RS, - Commanding Officer

........... ,...,.,,...“,,}}{C}, Qo arnis , Medical Officer

This is to certify that we have examined the boy named on the other side hereof as to his fitness for the
Naval Service of Canada, and we find as follows:—He is a well grown, stout, intelligent lad, of perfectly sound
and healthy constitution, and free from all physical malformation, and we consider him in all respects fit for
~ His Majesty’s Service.

The consent of his parents or guardian has been obtained in writing, and they are willing a

desirous that

the boy should be entered for.................ccoocovviiiic years’ continuous and general service from the age of 18; in

addition to whatever period may be necessary till he attains that age
3o Sl S S o Vs i S e e B R G e/ C 0 7......Commanding Officer

_________________ Lieutenant

...................................................................................................... Medical Officer
I declare that to the best of my knowledge or belief the answers to the”questions on the other side of this
form are true and that I am not indentured as an apprentice.
I am willing to enter and serve in the Naval Service of Canada f@#. ... years’ continuous
and general service from the age of 18, provided my service should bgfso long required, in addition to whatever
period may be necessary till I attain that age. And I do sincerely pfomise and swear, (or solemnly declare) that
I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Majesty.

....................................................................................................... Boy’s Signature in full

AL o S T DT R by i o o S e SRR S A IR g .

Attested before me this.................. AaY 0L il e e Q..

;Signature of a Commissioned
Officer of the Naval Service

The particulars
indicated on the :
other side are also I, .......................................................................... A o0 ST T B L e B e s e T o S e S T
required when this
Form is used.

on oard HaNL G S i il s s s S ; Who on the .o e (23 oy iy ce e CLE I R e LS b i, =
engaged to serve in the Naval Service of Canada for a period of §..........cooviiiiiiiii, years, do hereby
engage to serve for AT 5 5o 0 el il W e P e L SIE - RO} 1S i S Mo ko kb b | i b 4
provided my serviceg should be so long required
............................................................................................... Man’s Signature in full
.................................................................................................................... 11 e
MRS e i o e e s L S e e S Commanding Oﬂicer
£ “for the term of (number in words) years,” or *““to complete (number) years for pension' or until I attain the age of years.”

t Insert the date from which the engagement commences.
1 The document conveying the consent to be attached to this paper. (N.B.—Not required in the case of youths over 17 years of age.)
§ To be written in wor(ls
** Insert as followﬁ —"Of (number) wyears,” or “to complete time for pension,” or until I attain the age of years,” as the
case may be.
t1 Insert the date of commencement of the re-engagement, which must either be coincident with, or (when the re-engagement is ante- dated)
S, 55 earlier than the date of execution.
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If a copy of this Form is required, Form C.N.S. 1243 is to be used ’

N The corner of this Certificate is to be
R cut off if the man is discharged with |

s a ‘““Bad’ character or with dis-

R grace, or if specially directed
; by the Department of Na-"

tional Defence (Nawval

CERTIFICATE of the Service of < Seveo. #eeen

fact is to be
noted in the

1 Llifford.. BLINCH .

IN THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY . A

1 I l[.: .l‘l .SI 25‘800

iﬁcﬁ : 0t ‘ QOfficial Nliﬂlb@l',...ﬁ/,‘...q.‘é..s_._”.

Nearest known Relative or Friend

' To b 1i 1
! Date of birth . J I _ﬂgj.ﬁf?ﬁ-:o_&a&il—z_ S i i e SRR (To be noted in pencil)
| Where Province____Ma_IAﬁuu:w% Name: o Ak o

born ) = e L
Town or county__wéfcz@(r_w» S— } Relationship: o) GeA Sk

s ‘ i ; = !
Trade brought up toM_“oelﬂ&aA.LAM) i i do.d JrAddress:____

)

]
o,

Man’s signature on dis- } .

charge to pension
All Engagements, including N.C.S., to be noted in these Columns

Date of actually | Commencement | Period volunteered | Date of actually | Commencement | Period volunteered
volunteering of time for volunteering of time for

| 1. ' 5.

L 20 Yriahe B 1941 ucen. ZOTPN N
a/n 6.
E . 7
4 8.

Medals, Clasps, Etc.
Date received or Nature of decoration Date received or Nature of decoration
forfeited forfeited
o : /
Zj /Irﬂi /943 Mﬁ /939- tﬂ,ég«-
y 2
\ |
T r
Stature e Colour of
Description of Person g "é o Marks, Wounds and Scars
= O =
Feet| In. | © Hair Eyes | plexion
|

ON BHEEY A8 A BOY .cvorvobioovvrmmvromnasasses ol

BrawnFeall) V0L

On advancement to man's rating or| = q_[_
on entry under 28 years............... _b

i

On re-eutry for C.S. or for Non-C.S.
after attaining 28 years.................

Further description if necessary.......

C.N.S. 459 CAUTION.—This is an Official document. Any alteration made to it without propesr
5M—10-30 (2423) authority will render the offender liable to severe penalties.
|

N.B. B15-9-450



! Ship’s Name
{Tenders to be inserted
! in brackets)

-
+ Na me.._gj_’l&l.a_ﬂ_@
A

List and No.

From

To

Cause
of Discharge

LQ&“;t étmm)

U Ond Seas numiclu

7 IZL}’-A/
4af.

_&@ 7

3. .04 " 4/
‘j Nz

25z

22K 42

23 Merk s

x./w,,z, Y/

oo Mas, 'wi

'%l“l\-w v

—t— 3/1%4./ 42 iJM Y2

7,
Zfz Z’y@

26 Dew ity

Bl Y 3

N8

29 ét»?— L2

Date

Wounds received in Action and Hurt Certificate; also any
Meritorious Service, Special Recommendations, Prize or other Grants

Captain’s
Signature

o rr— LA



B ek |

<4 3
i
: 5 Service
Ship’s Name Cause
(Tenders to be inserted | List and No. Rating From To of Discharge

in brackets)

Examinations passed and Notations or Qualifications other than those entered on History Sheets

Particulars

Captain’s Signature

Date

Particulars

Captain’s Signature

st g 552




kS
me._. {.}lafw, , ' Conduct
\ ; )
Second Class for Conduct Efficiency in Rating—ARrTricLE 607—K.R.
el L (inclusive dates)
. s 3. Definition of Terms—As a guide to Commanding Officers when making their award the
g following definitions are given of the terms to be used:—
From To
SUPETiOT..cccieicieivescierecnecenees.. 2o an who performs his duties with more than average
> to be written Supr. efficiency.
Satisfactory.............ccccreeenee... A man who performs his duties with average efficiency.
24 Lo it LByt | |,
/ Moderate.....c.cc.cccceccvcvevceen..A. man who performs his duties in an efficicnt manner
-. f Maod. but with less than average efficiency.
Inferior........covieivsiserenssninnee . Mman who performs' his duties in an inefficient manner.
L Inferior.
. ’* : Note.—In these definitions “duties’ means the general duties of the substantive rating held, and
F “gverage efficiency’” means the average efficiency of all men in the Service holding the same sub-
stantive rating,
The substantive rating held by the man at the time is to be noted in brackets after each
assessment thus: Supr. (A.B.).
Good Conduct Badges Efficiency in Rating, Whether
Character noting substantive rating R M.G. Date Captain’s Signature
in brackets or not
1st, ‘.czlnd, Srante% i S,
Date 3r eprived, g 3 £ +
e | S0k AR
_ Restored # ) "/ Kg’( ¢/ |/ u/ . M
o Tt (7 | |
i Vi }
r.éféf ; ,sd L/
Time forfeited
Number of
120 B days
Date (‘.I"’.,
W.T. | Award-| Served
ed
1 i
sioyi D. 28 | >3
plagiuz &\ 7| 7 \
24 47,, Yz| D | ¥z
allve|D |23 | vir




...OFFICIAL NUMBER FILE N’UMBER62-B'626 ‘ OFFICIAL NUMBER... 4265

TS “BLINCH Harry Clifford ’  omen. 11th Ceptember 1022,

......... fn ot o DATE OF BIRTH..
(Surname) (Given Names) . v

PLACE OF BIRTH.. Riverhurst, =askatchewan, OCCUPATION,........t B DOUT OT

RELIGION Church of England epucarion... Zrade 9 g 3 - - 2 Mo

X

RESIDENCE AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT: Street and NoRoRa#ETownAbbotafprd

....Province, eti:.: B-cv

ENGAGEMENTS DESCRIPTION |

DIREe Hn Pyues) Period Height Hair Evyes Complexion Marks or Scars Served in Rf:f = .—[—)—?‘E-—-é—-—
Day | Month| Year 3 " . Rating From To *
24 | 3 | 41 | Seven years 519" | Brown | Brown Fresh:' * (* - Nil; ’ : [

PREVIOUS SERVICE

NEXT OF KIN RELATIONSHIP (in pencil). NAME (in pencil)........ fravant % : o A ; ' A Sieiihsnsas s rishan abd e vt
] ¥ §

ADDRESS (in pencil): Street and No..........coiviiiivindbbiviadidne.

MEDALS, CLASPS, HURT CERTIFICATES, PRIZE MONEY
Date (in figures)

o o O e e e o o TOWRL, oo et e e At e L N IPTOVINGE, OO i et T Nl s osRs bt et s anesaonas
EXAMINATIONS, CERTIFICATES, ETC.

i B in fi
Particulars | PR Diate!(in Sgures) Particulars ate Un Hemres) PARTICULARS
Day |Month| Year (G p# ; ;? Day |Month| Year Day Month| Year

21| 11| 43| Awarded ribbon for 1939-43 Stare (...l

Bapces, G.C. or G.S.

= Granted D nh
Pave it Baurce) 1st, 2nd or 3rd G.C. Deprived SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT Wt ate (in Gentes)

: BRIEF PARTICULARS OF OFFENCE PUNISHMENT
Day |Month| Year or G.S. Restored No Day |Month| Year

BRIEF PARTICULARS OF WARRANT or C.M. PUNISHMENTS AND C.P. CHARGES

piobe. . o s o oY 11261 6 LAZ - Rreak.out.of sbiDa....... |.8econd. class. for. Conduct.

A Niohe = ea SRR O S 7 B8 Eraihd ey TSR WeRR 7.4y8..cells
G T o O .23.1.24.|.8..142..| .Break out g....HQ.@....;II,‘J}IJ.Q”.I‘J,“ of .the.day |42 days Detention.

Tl S R N G o . Niobhe 1u3l 312 |42 | Inproper. leave. . 2414

28 days Detention,

Date (in figures) Days FORFEITED
Day |Month| Year Prison Det'n Cells C. Power W. Trial |In diff. Char.

O 1 R T | Tl B e X | ]
Bhlogldel -~ g

N i s e g 0 7 SN -1

SeconDp Crass For ConpucT el Al e S b e e L T Y e S || IS e T I b IR S e ol | e e I N L T B
From To

Rnbink WA Al e

et (o N T . C]&:’: -
P e _ i /
LT TR = CEVY

B i ; ' . " .a‘




' 1 ‘ 2 | 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 .25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 I 37
gl

4265 ........ OFFICIAL NUMBER NAME BLINCH Harry Clifford OFFICIAL NUN;BER 42 65 / ot - ML

(Surname) (Given Names) 4&

From Date 5 Qualified Re-Qualified
Ship or Establishment Rating Doy (Montt, Year Remarks Character Efficiency Dey [Month] Tear Non-Sub. Rating Do, hontt] Teur | Dus Pilionttl Yoar

H.M.C.S. Naden | . Ord.Sm, g4 | 3 |41 V.Cz.. | saTl |3l |lalY) Sl leedl .| 8. 1L
" .Stadacona: B e e 41 ' M '

" St.Francis

w|-Mod...].

DISCHARGED

ot 5 T SR S B B ol el e
; Sah..t.31.1.22. 1. 431
SAT 044 S .

e L2,

B A =

Missing, Presumed Dead,

GENERAL REMARKS

" S
v ,
AL it e {2t
........ 4 2 :
S AV PR o 0 N '
........................ /4 -

ClVik. QCCL. |
sUB

MAIN
2 =

‘z-.r/

772 AGT. SERY. DATE | SHIP. |
pv. | Mo. | ) STAR
e

L.-;.‘..;_ é'_ I;r,‘r ; -l..-.ﬂl'.
{ SENIORITY 1 sTR:

DY | ™0.

7!

”

11122

S

-

Ly

i

T S T L
\




VERIFICATION FORM

CAMPAIGN STARS, DEFENCE AR WEDAT, C.V.S.M. and CLASP.
AL (1915).
/-9
‘AME IN FULL 5//[/ ./7./7’4/‘”/”4 w/.//...RANK/mTING /4 f ..... +OFF.NO, . *”“g/f
SERVICE QUALIFYING PERIODS IN DAYS
SHIP AREA CLASP 9
FROM TO | DAYS FROM | TO | 1939-45ATLANTIC| DEFENCE|c.v,s .y yip
21[-3-Y/
b N, ; 2
LT Feaen (TFAZ2N55
) /]
IhuwoOlr ) VT [’fg?—
2 4 L
dApglale |f-5-ya| 7p-5-y 77 /,/,.r{l
4
SR TR VR 14 R/
V- W a4
(T attacon |L I3 | JELYA 15T e
t
/5_\ 7 / / 7 T
L Kz Aol N ey ALY
!
; VERTPTED, BY o siea's s o8 whiknrsinstnis gt TS ST Ll e ST er 0 S

VERIFIED BY, F.ﬂ‘ﬁﬂ .f.’u/mv




JNMB

P.R./5=1 FORM A,
FILE: X.8, N-4265 Pers. (N).
- DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL' DEFENCE
- Naval Service - oy
Ottawa, Canada, v{f ’ff
A
SiI‘: : ot'nottlﬂmﬁllq**‘ldéﬁ.l Il..'Ll....
(Date)
The following casualty has been reported -
NANE RANE or RATING NAVAL NO,
BLINCH, Harry Clifford . Able Seaman —4268, R.C M,
DATE OF ENLISTMENT - 24 March, 1941 Aotive Services
DATE OF DISCHARGE - Will be reported later, :

HOSPITAL =

(If discharged in hospital under jurisdiction of D. P. & N, H,)

SEIWICE w Canada & High Seas, ‘
- (Indicate whether in Canada only; or in Canada and the high seas or
elsewhere, )

Reason for discharge and - "Miuin_g" from H.M.C.8, "Athabaskan" which was terpedoed

when an¢ where any disability
was incurred, or where death and sunk by enmemy action in the Ehgligh Channel on the

oceurred,
29th of April, 1944, While this casualty is listed as missing, it is impessible

to make an estimate as to his chances ol aurvivalo Should no informnt on be received

to the centrary, you will be notifiod'when ‘offiocial presumption of death with date
has been set. I,
(Chow clearly whether death or disability due to enemy action,

accident or disease, and whether it occurred in Canada, or on the high seas or
elsewhere outside Canada),

NEXT OF KIN & REIATIONSHIP

RELATIONSHIP~ FPather: ot NAE~- Mr, Harry Blinch,
ADDRESS~ R.R. #2, Abbetsford, B.C,
NOTE If records indicate that rating was separated from his wife, legally

or otherwise, details to be furnished and copy of any Court Order,
the separation Agreement, etc,.,, to be furnished,

——

Copies Form "B" fwd, o S S ‘?:F_‘_’_“m |
to Allots, (N) on b
| FEB g lsb»

satudesns | NekeRyl S 7[;'« /ﬂ‘i‘ﬂ"

A

CL__IHW

for
SECHETARY, NAVAL BOARD, C&
f {n/’ if
Secretary, Canadian Pemsion Cormission, f ¢ .
Room 228, Daly Building, OTTAWA, Ont. ; A § ;

”/ A

BE ¢
: J{“;"‘_{ ‘/

S

NOTE s Duplicate copies of this form (Form "B") have been forwarded to the
Chief Treasury Officer (Allotment Section), Department of National
Defenoe, Naval Service, for completion respecting the details of
Marriage Allowance, Dependents Allowance, etc,, and subsequent
transmission to you,

(See reverse side for further instructions)



. | __}I N 4265 PEI

(N)
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NAVAL MESSAGE

by l'_;.-.\

S. 1320 D
. 20000M-11-43 (2867-8-8-70)

M. S. 815-8-1320-D
K. P. 85440
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LI EY
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HARRY (

INFORM

e
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r T CT'ARIALT 1 y =L
ABLE SEAMAN RCH 4265
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TFH/MGF _
REGISTERED

AIR MAIL
NS: N=4265 Pers. (N)

’/ﬁ
2 M&y’ 194!&0 §

Dear Mr. Blinchi

It is with deepest regret that I must confirm the
telegram of the 2nd of May, 1944, from the Minister of National
Defence for Naval Services, informing you that your son,

Harry Clifford Blinch, Able Seaman, Royal Canadian Navy,
Official Number 4265, is missing from HiM«CsS. "Athabaskan",

According to the report received from overseas, your
son's loss occurred when H.M.C,35. "Athabaskan" was torpedoed
and sunk by enemy action on the 29th of April, 1944, in the
English Channel. Further partieulars of this Naval disaster
are being published in the newspapers.

‘While Able Seaman Blineh is reported as "missing",
there is a possibility of his survival, It is understood
that a number of the crew have been taken prisoners of war
by the enemy., The Red Cross have been informed and are attempt-
ing to obtain from the German Government a list of those taken,
Please be assured that as soon as any further information respect-
ing your son has been received you will be informed,

Please allow me to express the sincere sympathy of the
Minister of National Defence for Naval Services, the Chief of the
Naval Staff and the Officers and men of the Royal Canadian Navy,
the high traditions of which your son has helped to maintain.
Yours Biﬂ@?;ﬂ%?i:

el

|
¢ R

e

<O GEN
= -_O‘“\\' \
/ AT XC)DA
P2
Al N
SECBETARY, NAVAL BOARD,

'_;vbﬂr. Harry Blinch, 4%; IZQ
ROR. #2’ (h“

ABBOTSFORD, B,C,




REGISTERED

AIR

NS. N.4265, PERS.(N)

7 4
/,5 January, 1945.
4

Dear Mr. Blinch:

Further to my letter of the 10th of October,

1944, I regret to inform you that in view of the
length of time which has elapsed since your son,

Harry Clifford Biinch, Able Seaman, Official Number

4265, Royal Canadian Navy, wes reported missing
from H.K.C.S., "ATHABASKAN", and as no news has
since been received to the contrary, the Canadian
Naval Authorities have now presumed his death to
have occurred on the 29th of April, 1944.

It would be appreciated if the Department

might be informed as to whether Able Seaman Blinch's

mother is living. If so, a Memorial Cross will be
forwarded to her as a memento of her personal loss
and sacrifice.

May I again express sincere sympathy with
you in your bereavemenl on hehalf of the Minister
of National Defence for Naval Services, the Chief
of the Naval Staff, and the Officers and men of
the Royal Canadian Navy. .

7.
Lo T

" Your sincerely,

:I' . \

Deputy RETARY, NAVAL BOARD.

Mr. Harry Blinch, ( Q, )
H.R- #2’ e
ABBOTSFORD, B.C.

MAIL

Despasched by
Sec. N.

W i
Dlte /5-/"/}& §

Time /) § @




LA/ERM

NS« N4265 PERS(N)

10th October, 1944. j;; &
!

Dear ¥r. Blinch:

] I must regretfully inform you that gince your
gon was reported missing no further information has been
received of his survival or that he is a prigsoner of war.

I wish to assure you, however, that the De ert-
rent makes every endeavour to discover the fate of missing
men and draws upon all likely sources of information about
them-

in the case of men wio are believed to be prisoners

of war gontinuous efferts are made to soeed up the machinery
whereby their names and camp addresses can reach this country.
The official means is by lists of names _repared by the enomy
government, These lists take some time to compile, especially
if there is a long Jjourney from the place of capture to a
irisoners of war camp. Consegquently "eapture cards,” filled in
by the urisoners themselves soon after eapture and sent home to
their relatives, are often the first news received in this
gountry that a man is a prisoner of war, c
' Very slight hope is now held, however, that your
son is a prisoner of war as the total number of names of men
who aTe known to L& prisoners from HM.C.S, "ATHABASKAN" ¢oin-
cides with the number whieh the Cermans clainm to hava captured
from tdis ship,

; Even if no news is received that & missing man
is a prisoner of war, endeavours to trace him do not cease.
Enquiries are pursued, not only among those who were serving
with him, but also throuch diplomatic chamnels and the Inter-
national Red Cross Committee at Geneve. The moment reliable
news is obtained from any of these sources it is sent to the
Department and is immediately passed on to the next of kin.

/ ' Should no informetion be received to the contrary
your ason will be presumed dsad Ly the Canadisn Naval Authorities
2t a later date,

Hay I extend my sincere-sympathy in this time of
anxiety. ]

Yours sipgcerely,

WH’ A iV!L 'm!‘\RD. v

ir. Harry Blineh,
i K& 0;2 » A i
| ABBOPSFORD, B.C.

c%;&
ii




N.S, 4160-355/3,

Volume 1.

CERTIFICATE OF PRESUMPTION OF DEATH

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT

Harry Clifford Blinch,
Able Segman,
4265, Roysl Canadian Navy,

is missing, presumed dead to date the 29th of April,
1944, when the ship in which he was serving, H.M.C.S.
"ATHABASKAN", was torpedoed and surk by enemy action
in the English Channel.

25 C.N.M.0.ts 041705 December, 1944, refors.

e Staff approval on N.S. 4160-355/3, Volume 1.

Paymastér Lieutenant, RCMVR,
for CHIEF OF NAVAL PERSONNEL, ®

Ottawa, Ont.,
g January, 1945,
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5 .D.D.

kel NAVY),
WAR SERVICE RECORDS

‘P‘DE'F"ART#_._..*;T OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AWARDS ‘,

FILE No.

- ’
BLINCH Harry Clifford (5 47’)— N-4265 A.B. :
o i \-4207

/ ' RANK ON
SURNAME (IN BLOCK LETTERS) CHRISTIAN l.\IAMES REG. No. DISCHARGE C,AS.F. UNIT

WAR SERVICE

BADGE
(CLASS) No, DATE DESPATCHED:

ADDRESS:

J . .
CAMPAIGN MEDALS ﬁ,‘.d’M REGISTRAT.ON NUMBER AN DATE DESPATCHED
" -
1939-45 Star, 7 y//o/yf' i
Atlantic Star, ' RN

Defence Medal, ’ /
C.V.S.?ﬂ. & Clasp’ ! h

S v——— <

S G 10189
)-ng SER’HQR&EIS E_USED r-é‘njss?_»ﬂz PURPOSES).

DVA BOS /?J'“S’?‘/ﬂ



R.C.N. Oct. 45 "ATHABASKAN" .
MEDALS AND MEMORIALS—DECEASED PERSONNEL

REGISTRATION No. DATE OF DESPATCH- :

(1) MEDALS s T [ o i
PERSON ! !'[\,’I HMOR lAL BAR .
ENTITLED TO Mr, Harry Blinch - Father b

R.R. # 2, hmfrg DESPM*..
b i Abbotsfgrd, B.C.(R) Abbotsford, B.C. _

(2) MEMORIAL CROSS R

WIDOW
(2) :
ADDRESS:

(3) MEMORIAL CROSS s

MOTHER deceased
(3)
ADDRESS :
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