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3. Definition of Terms—As a guide to Commanding Officers when making their award the

followingz definitions are given of the terms to be used:—

| Superior A man who performs his duties with more than average
to be written Supr. - - - efficiency.

RAtISIACtOrY i iiiiiiieasens A man who performs his duties with average efficiency,
Sat. | |

. Moderate............ . A man who performs his duties in an efficient manner
Mod. but with less than average efficiency.

INfETiOr . ciiviieeiieiieeseeeeeseennenen. A man who performs his duties in an inefficient manner.

& Inferior.
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“average efficiency”’ means the average efficiency of all men in the Service holding the same sub-
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.S, M-3074 Pere.(N)

Dear Miss Kobhes:

I must regretfully inform you that siance your
brother was reported missing no "urther information has
been received of his survival or that he is a prisonsr
of war.

I wish %o assure you, however, that the Depart-
ment makes every endeavour to discover the fate of missing
men and draws upen sll likely sources of information about

themn,

In the case of men who are believed to be prisoners
of war continuouns efforts are made to gpeed up the machinery
whereby their names and camp addresses can reach this country.
The official means is by lists of namee prepared by the enemy
government, These lists take some time %o compile, especially
if there is a long Jjourney from the place of capture %o a
prisoners of war camp. Consequently "capture cards®™, filled
in by the prisoners themselves soon after capture and sent
home %o their relatives, are often the first news received in
this country that a men is a prisoner of war.

- Very slight hope is now held, however, that your
brother is a prisoner of war as the total number of names of
men who are known to be prisoners from H.M.C,S. "ATHABASKAN®
coincides with the number which the Germans claim to have
captured from this ship.

Bven if no news is received thet a missing man is
& prisoner of war, endeavours %o trace him do not cease,
Enquiries are pursued, not only among those who were serving
with him, but also through diplomatic channels and the Inter-
national Red COross Committee at Geneva, The moment reliable
news is obtained from any of these sources it is sent to the
Department and is immediately passed on to the next of Kkin,

Should no information be received to the contrary
your brother will be presumed dead by the Canadian Haval
. Authorities at a later date.

May I extend my sincere sympathy in. this time of

miﬂtyo

Ancerely,

SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD,

Miss Elizabeth Koﬂes.

2981" Kitchener Stn. q/
VANCOUVER, B, C. . g
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Dear Mrs. Kobes:

It ig with deepest regret that 1 mugt confirm the
telegram of the lst of May, 1944, from the Minister of Nationel
Dafence for Haval Services, informing vau that your husband,
John Robert Kobes, Leading Seaman, Royal Cansadlan Navy, Offlcl:l
Number 3074, is missing from H.ieCeSe "ATHABLOKAN",

According to the report received from overseas, your
husbend!s losgss occurred when H,l.C.S."Sthabagkan® was torpedoed
and sunk by enemy action on the 29th of April, 1944, in the
English Chamnel., Further particularg of this Naval disaster
are being published in the newsgpaperss

While Leading Jeaman Kobes 13 reported as "missing®
there is a possibility of his survivals It 1s understood that
a number of the crew have been taken prisoners of war by the
enemys The Red Cross have been iﬂ”ormaj and are attempiting to
ovtain from the German Govermment z list of those takens Please
be agssured that ag soon asg8 any further information respecting
yvour husband hss been received vou will be informed.

Please allow me to express the sincere sympathy of the
Hinigter of National Defence. for Naval Services, the Chief of %he
Nav:l Staff and the Officers and men of the Royal Cansdian Navy,
the high traditions of which your husband haS beﬁf to maintaine

N\
f\%‘" . \
Yours qlnqare;J,AQN“ \

Mrse. Joyce L, Kobes,
605 2. phﬂ uti,
Vietoria, B.C,

iS;V‘
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(1) MEDALS . - e 12 S
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ViO‘tOI“i&, B-Cr 22-1"48
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Idrs @ J @ Ll KObes ..ﬁ_ -rﬁ;,:--.*:n-r-ﬂ:r I o WS o

441 HMeclean Road i 19 February 1945
VANCOUVER, B.C.

ADDRESS:

——

(3) MEMORIAL CROSS

MOEE =R Mrs. B, Kobes

pais it - {1 3 17 Narch 1945
2984 Kitchener Strcet |
VANCOUVER, DB.Ce.
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