OFFICPR~INCHARGE, R.C.N. SUB=DIPOT, B .0 .8."NI0OB"
GREENOCK, SCOTLAND,

DATE: 12th OCTOBER, 1943,

TO: ReCoN.DIP OT, HoK.C.E."BTADACD NA", JALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA,
(Cépy to: Commanding Officer, H.M.;.S.”NIOBE”).

FROM:

R _*it%‘x.m_.ﬂ L BASKATCHEYAN" DRAPFPTING
W—.——-‘_M

Reforance your letter H-30«f-l of lst September,1943.

1. In order to give & complete plcture of the matter, it
is intended to go into some detaig as to the events leading
up to the commissioning of H.M.C.S."Saskatchewan" in so far
as drafting is concerned.

To give some of the facts in detail, the followling
extmatgfrnn RoCoN.Bub Depot,Niobe's repert of May,1943

para (3) is quoted:-
B i prpcess of being, gagen over by the _H.G6 -
--------- e | (a) No. 1 Biver Class Destroyer draft arrived in "Niobe"

| on Hayech 1 th 1943 ané was within the next twe days drafted to
T H.H.8.%0riffin" (now re-commissioned H.!M,C.5,."0ttawa"), On
e | April 1st 1943 two drafts arrived earmarked on Draft Orders and
e | | Ocean Transport lists ass For No.2 River (lass Destroyer and
e W | For No, 3 River Class Destroyer. Nos, 2 draft was drafted to
- | H.M. s.“rmew (now re-commissicned H,#.C.S«"Kootenay") .

(b) ‘It was assumed that Mo, 3 Draft was intended for
the next of these destroyers to be emiuioned nanely, H.Md.8,
“Pmrtana“ (to be reo-commissioned H.M.C,8 “Easkaecheuan 5 and an
lduu# rtr hains Nqunted hy tha progor R H.authoritios,s

m next ef theu dntmn*& to be commissicned was

xpress” (to be re-commissioned E.¥.C.S."Catineau"),

_ wp'ﬁm rnquuting an advance party for the ship a
mtir from the Manning Pool, H,H.C.8.

LPes

ﬂ" h llx llth 943 a draft arrived in Niobe under charge
of Lieuter t “lt her, R.C.N. which was earmarked accerding to the
Aists for "Fortune" (no Draft Order accom panying) ,
l bber obtained the information that No, 3 River
\ft was sent as & spare destroyer erew for the
mu was the first intimation the Sub-Depot had
tmnt bber desired to keep the maln bodr af
ith him, the No, 3 River Class Des
L
stitu .
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£ ratings in the "Fortuns" draft

nose in the advanee Party und these
nFortune" draft and informed that they would

e Manning Pool, "Niobe", madng up for the
rafted from Ne. 3 River Class Destrover Draft.

now become part of th
ratings who had been a

_ a draft arrived in "Niobe " earmarked
according to Ocean Transport Lists (no Draft Order accompanying)
"for Bxpress”. In a simlilar m:nnaﬁitgggz ﬁzzgtgne;tthe
roblem arogse as to advance party W LC drafted to the
" . . 21 rom the Manning Pool, "Hiobe".

"Express" some weeks previously £ : .
 § :ao decided in conjunction with the 18t I;ieutsana_ ant, Liesutepant
#("gatineau"”) to leave the advanece

Chadwick., R.C.N. of the Hixpress
- drafted and to take from the

party uhieh had already boeen
"Express Draft" the equivalent ratings. This wag done and the

key ratings in gquestion from the "Bxpress Dralft’ were notified
of their change of status and that they were now part ol the
lanning POﬂl’ ElMthaaﬂﬁtabQ“- Thﬂ.. “tmgs filled the plac.l

of those who had been drafted from the original lanning Pool.

(f) As may be easily understooed, these many cuanges led %o &
certain amount of confusion and pisunderstanding by tue ratings
concerned, especially those who had of neecessity to miss The
drafts they anticipated. On the whole, however, it is felt the
situation was dealt with in the most logieal manner possible

and what is more important, to the satisfaction of the respective

of fieers of the ships concerned.’
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referred have apparently deterior:ted greatly

ime as on or about the 10th June of
this year when H,M.C.S5."8askatechewan” docked at Creat Harbour in
the Clyde, ther Drafting Officer visited the ship and was informed
by both the Commanding Officer and the Pirst Licutsnant that they
were satisfied with the erew and desired no changes to be nade.
Previcus te this during the absence of the Drafting Officer, the
Assistant Drafting Officer &t the time, Sub.Licut.G.il.0rr, stated
hcknﬂ requested by the Executive of ficer &f the Saskalchewan
make ger
that he had asked that a letter be sent giving the reasons the
chanzes were desired so that the information could be passed %o
the next ship to which the ratings in question would be drafted,
No letter was received and on the visit to he ship by the Drafting
Officer subsequently, tho request was not repeated.

3. The following is a resume of the history as far as can be
ascertained in cach particular case of the ratings #toferrod.
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The ratings
in less than three months t

to
tein changes. < Sub.Lieut.Orr informed tne nrafting Officer

P toPeY. To A/UPUs I, '

L/

~ This rating arrived in "Niobe" with the Eyxecutive Officer
ppointed to the ship and the "Fortune" draft. The Torpedo
xswain 4 River Class Destroyer crew (spare Destroyer

Yor P.0.(TC) 3090 had been drafted with the advance

party to the ship, But at request of her ixecutive Officer an
torey was gsent as T.C.

¢ ship, leaving Niobe .

,., : )t | _‘; ieer to _ |

~Ho complaints have been received in this Sub-De
this rating who was drefted, 1t will be noted
eifically for the"Fortune! As far as is
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N noointed to th
rficer s had nat been appo B SR el
gll zrgihiamﬂntﬂ of this naturs wers made with the Execut

@ Fortune up to thic time apa

O f1cer.

J. LAWSON, F*LJM' M

| spare vestroyer Crov,
This PRRSSR e i”q‘i‘ﬁ*'h“’?‘{ﬁtfi‘g'éhina"‘Smm B EE s s
srriwvineg 1in Niobe on Marc 0 whe Ship's Bxecvtiiva Ul7ic v wag

.dvance Party on May Oth 1943,
ziwen the opgortunity Lo axehange him for the Gurmer's Vat.

F finltely asiked thut he
-ent spacifieally for "Fortuna' but he de - that he
rn;ainpand that {ho Gunnars Mete arafted with E?z "Fortune
eraw be d2leted, This roquest WaS comnlied wita,

J. UALSU, Shivt.)/cl, V26122 [ ?/2» |

™is rating arrived im "Niobe" from "?tadacoﬂﬁ"ﬂogw
Tanuary 24th 1942, [{is name was put forward By “Fortune" b;
sirnal on 12th May 1943 and be Was dpafted %o her tne Toll-wing
jay in complianes with the reguest, His work during his “ire
im "iobe" was considered most satisfaetory amd the tngin-or
Nfiicer here wag very loath to have him drafted 48 ne was wcting
ag Chief Shipwright at the tine, .

T
iy (T TeOs) aglszl

™ils rating was drafted to "Hiobe" by R.C.N.Depot ror
'Fertime” and was discharsed to her with the malin body on
30th May 1943, | ' :

Y y »
3,4!;*,/?/,

Some of the cogks, stewards and supply assistants w.ov- o0t
drafted to "Niobe" for this ship and wers supplied from ti= "Niobe"
Poel. This particuler rating arrived in "Wiaba" from "Stadacona®
on Wovember 13th 1941 and was drafted to the "Fortune" orn -/Lh Lay

941, His reg¢ord at "Wicbe" wes exeellent and it was dur:ng thls
nepind that he was advanced to P.0.Cook (S) to date from l:5t

LICHE PO, Cka. 48]

i pating arrived in "Niobe" on May 1lth from “Irc ucis’
and was drafted on May 12th to “Saskatchewan", There is -oobably
zood ground forJaaﬁg;nint“with'regurﬁte'thit pating, as e sorved
time in cells in H.M.S."Tyne" ut Scaps Flow and was draitcc off
“Troguois” at her reguest. In this ease, 1t was decidec ‘o give
him a frisl’ in another ship. Ne maﬁttth&. been reccivec,loWever,
in this Sub-Depot from "Sasketchewan" asking for his removal OF
that he be exchanged. '

: & ';' " *'.ﬁ i, ’ 4 mi . |

. This rating arrived in "Niobe" in the “Fortume" draft on
11th ¥ay Very little

| ind was drefted to that ship en 17th May.
is know 5';“4;;:b5;"£th'r§nrd tO“hfﬂb‘f e

ls L
BCYLE

 Thie rating arrived in "Niobe" in "Fortune§ draft on
ay and was drafted to that ship on 30th May together




sand departure to and ffom "Nioba" &
‘s aase with Lahay's, Ho was smntdre
ptune” and diseharged almost direetly

\ The dates of arrival
so=lncident in this rating
from Halifax earmarked "Fo
to that ship.

W . CAUPBELT V28229 /772

Q.
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This pating arrived in "Niecbe" on 8th March 1943 and
joined muin body on draft to HEprtune” on 30th May 1943, He
replaced a rating who had taken sicCik. His record in "Niobe" as
far as can be ascertained was very good.

gEaskatene ' 5“ t . g2 0 l.N“ X N .

s

Reference para. 1 of H .0, 8."5agkatehewan's” letter, As
previously mentloned, the Advanece Party referred to was made up
out of the River (Class 3 Draft (Spare Deatrover's Crew) whieh
had only been in "Hiobe" & very short time viz: from Hareh 7Bt
1943, The only exceptiors to this were the eases of Accountant

Branch ratings whe were supplied from “Niobe" Manning Pool,

4. Reference H,il.C

fated 24th

the statement that any of these ratings were informed
by "Nicbe" that they would be given leave directly "Baskatchewan™
arrived at St. John's, is as far as can be ascertiéined here, a
mis-statement. The Drafting Officer or his staff, made no such
promise , All the efficers now in "Niobe" who were here in Hay
of this year, upon being asked coneerning this statement, deny
having made any such promise., It is hardly conceivable that
anyone in authority would make such & promise, as It would be
impossible of fulfilument, e statement- that the ship was no%
informed of this nromige is correct.

With regard to para.2, it is true that most of the important
ratings referred to were deleted from ihe draft earmariked "Fortune™ .
This was cone as thelr counterparts wad already been drafted to the
ship as Advance Party and they became part of the spare Destroyer
erew, This was not done in the case of the Aeccountant Branch
persmnnel, As had beem pointed out above, the ixecutive Nfficer
of the "Baskatchewan" desired this arrangement, althouczh he was
definitely given the choice of the key ratings who arrived earmarked
"Fortune” in plece of the ones sent as advance pariy from the spare
destroyer crew. The several others of minor imporiance pust refer
to reliefs sent from "Niobe" Mamning Pool, as rarlacament for ratings
who went sick, &s this was done in & number of cases.

With reference to para. 3 and 4 of the said letter, it will

::rhapc be advisable to give in detail the history of each ratint
A g::ltt:n so that esch case may be considered from & standpoin
)1 Leave = . % | -

This rating was the only Leading fteward available for draft
in "Niobe" at the time, and although he was the captain's Stewed
the complement of "Easkatehewan called for a Leading Steward and
e was drafted to her with his consent, 1Ihis rating arrived in

lobe" on the 13th November 1941 and was dpafted to the “"Fortune"

&

he

on 7th May 1943 as pert of the Advance Party., He will have been

ent {ro! &nb :o years shortly, but 33-: the regulations

14 not be eatitled to leave until the ship goes in for her
”e *" A R b A (R ' 1 . i _
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Sharle STUBBER]

A

. lease where At Was alrangs that "Jigpe"
219 was anothery: C4Ss ¢ of Hauning Fogdl. et s :
o

should make up the codplament out o8 o

reting had btzn {in "Nieba" from 13%th “"—""95:‘”;;11 i, e wag
aratted as part of the advancs Party on Zhl &y 1943, Mo 1a
in almost the same position with u?rd :031&219 a8 Leading
teward Piggs, the rating veferred to 1uméu’s ¢ly preeeiin;,
supply P.Oq aﬁubh.rtwus prous ted ta-hfﬂﬁ?faﬂt Tupply 077 iearp
Lt Sasketohewan Signalled "Nigbe" that he §ould not be spurs;
oithout relief. Saskatchewan's 091340 in answer 1o E+Thﬁf‘
071345 te Caskatehewan rafepr ., As 1o relief was Syallable in
1Hloba" he wag not draftad fo,._ and ﬂgﬂ'r'ﬂtl’ ilﬁ:ﬁtix_}.‘ arne 1n
iSuskatchewan® . I% aunpears he should bos Felieved g0 thal 'a

can ba zade & Warrant Gfricer.

SALSH, Shiperight /6 "zznggéj\

fis rating was also referred %o im my peragragh 2 wbovs,
anlen aites the signaln recsalved from Ausuatenswan’, g nad
veen ashore in "Niobe" abent riftesn and one half =cnths criop
to his draft to "Saskatehewan", Ho was samigerer}! & most
effisient shipwrigzht dut he had been in “Yiobe" longer thaa any
sther one in his eategory and was most unxious o go, =29 1t was
cansidersd advisable to lat his have some ses time,

& s T

LYORS ., Pl Uka (D) VE/UG2S /.

A

This pating referred to 1n my parsgraph 2, nad begn ovarseas
sinca 13th Hovember 1541 and is in pragiigally the same jo:.%ion

ss laséiag Eteward Bisgs and “npply P.O. tubbert with rajard
to lLeave, o R ' .

“'* Tais rating was one of the Enginerosm Branch whom 12
Lagineer Offieer, "Niche”, thought 1% advisaple to drafi o tne
"Susratchawan® in order t2o give her some trainad anglinercor
corscnnel, He had had experienee in H,¥,.5,"Winchester” and had
teken a ¥echanieal Training Course st #,.9.8,Devenport, o «lsc
srrived in “Hiobe™ when she wes commissioned,viz, Sovember ()th 1941,
baing dpafted to the R.N, for sea Time and training prior o RNis
draft to “"Saskatehewan”, il I S '

% 77 ] : g -r, 5 e -"_ ¥

‘his rating was ancther é Poou Pating with experlaice
né was dpafted to "feskatohowan" &t the Tagineer Cffiger’s
m;% ‘wore ¢4ll trained Snglnerooa
%

sﬂiu“l in Mﬂ' to give hey

‘ngs, He arrived in "Liobe" frem H.¥.C .8, "Woodstoek" ob
lat fctobey 1942 and wes dreafted to “SBasicetehevan” on iCih
Junes 1943 to ecomplete her couplement,

 iis yating wae drafted by H.N.CH. "ivalon® %o H.M.S.
"Hansi01a" e 13h March 1 S et THLoae® wia boestsed
thas on the 11 1943 and was drafted tc the

and R, N.B, Cha J

"Sugla _ a8 relief or the m MLIrS- fHe was drafted
" again and A .fhed to B.b. . "Arvida® frow whioh

in B . E.C.E."liobe ™




Thi ~ coppad to AN BY garazrapn 2 above, arriyed

first 4n "m_obg# for "Iroaneis” on Seﬁt@fﬂb"? "F}‘Jh 1942, He was
fay 1lth 1943y He was apaftad to H.M.C.0."Saskatehewan" the

__ | ' 4 il ted 4w o
fellowlng day% E'.ag %i:{h, having been in the Unlted Kin (s v
& o

than & yeay &

[his rating arrived first in "Niobe" on Hr_?jmmb:f{* 4th 1942
He gqualitied &5 & YeR.I1 In npyxeellent" n J&nu=:I‘§" L9473 and
ir:fted with the m&in body of the "Seskatchewan” on Uay

Jth 16 43
W, 3
renlacine another Quariers reting whe had gone s‘ic]f‘, e was
tho only D.R.II available 1n "Niebe" for draft at the tin .nd
hod dnly been here five months prior %o his draft to ¥, ,
"SaskKa tChEWa.H"Q
W o I !Lf"“r ﬁ% ":‘:"a Lo tlaite 4[0]“ v 3 ZiEL p)'v'*f-‘-"ifﬁ“’/
™is rating arrived from nStadacona™ in the "Fortune" draff

arriving in "Wicbe" May 11th and was dpafted to H.H.C.0,"Jaslatenswan®
¥ay 30th. Hig c2laim to time overseas Aas 12 months canno’ Le
substuntiated from Sub-Depot Records, "Nlobe".

] I - ; . "f - .":‘
APThur K, Mac LAY n /L /5D ;5#22 \ o ]

1t would appear that a 1ittle more care could have noon
saken in arrivirg @8 the numher of months these ratin: nud
been oversnas withou't leave, as this rating too cume w.oh tne
"Portune” draft from "2tadacona®™ on May 11th 1943, and was
drafted to the "Saskaiscrewan” on May 30th 1943,

oo S ﬁ*
R e -

™his rating arrived in "Hiobe" frof
7+h Nay 1943 and was drafted to the "Baskatehewan" Junc -nd 1943
to nake up complement. He had about a4 year and a hall of
}'}I'i{}I‘ o his d!"lft _to the "Saa’fmtchqmﬁ hh"ing S e YPVEU in ¢
"Tuenburg" from 4th December 1941 to 7th May 1943. It ‘s not
known what leave he had during this period.

#lLapenburs" on

N
L™

f;i fﬁ 0 : e _ "A & 1 ':'*'-.ﬁ*'-.__- E o I. | Ly b@ : .t ﬂ- t;_@_
th Juy,1943, ' '

Gt Ly aragrap! 4 &bDVﬁ* covers most of the pgints ralsed in
L T ith reference to e seecond paragreph of sald

lutter, the promises clained were nel mad ny in authorit
in “M;beﬂ g v made by anyone ority

~ The records as to tiuze spent in "Niche" are set oul’'in mf
graph ove, All Scorviee documents for the ralinzs conasrm
were forwarded te "Avelen” on July 20th 1943 and saeula be held

by now, If they have not been regelved, it 1s roquested
"Wiobe" Dbe ic'sifiud g0 sams can be traced, :
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| | Lﬂh‘y $&elu8 T¢ be 1pas
as a leblel, & : egs
entitled 2op1§:;e than any of the othortug?gi%ﬁnﬁg.r PRGNS
drafted from "Beadnssas® £ TBASRET RWEL S L T 0 A TriYineg
On -. lﬁy 11th 1943 and dr‘hftgd On May SOt 1 aLj J LD uagk& ""'.:"7--."1h

with the main bodYy.

‘oth Walsh the Shipwright nndﬁallh.t?j L.H.ilg'w?ulﬂ
suneay to be meritericus cases ff)l? .mnualhi -“3_V9: A .._.‘L "L‘.'..,
ecloar whieh one is being roferred 10, althougn 1v Lay be
sesuned 1t 1s Walsh the chipwright,

mation givea Will be
4 in the severz]

7« It ia trusted thut thne infor
of some ald in settling the matters raise
1et ;

tors menticned.

o GfTicers1

. _ | | ”ﬂthEE, E.G.L.
¥ e Vk - Bub=Depeot, H.U.CT.0."NIODE".




