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CROSSING THE LINE CEREMONY - HMCS ST,CROIX 1966
VEPTUNES ROYAL COURT
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THE HISTORY BEHIND THE "CROSSING THE LINE CEREMONY'

Way back in the enlightened days of the world's history when
the Greek civilization was in it's prime ..... when Romulus and Zemus
were nothing more than twinkles in their father's eyes, and Britons were
evenm less civilized than they are today ..s. there was a God, a Deity,
called Poseidon, as the books have 1t, "His domain was of Hercules, and
he had some authority", in other words he was God of the seas, and the
ancient Greek Matelots were accustomed to burning incense, and singing
"Eternal Eather" and other odds of intercede for his goodioffices, 1In
fact the Greeks went even futther than we do today by erecting Atlas at
sea ports, and training specialist priests to attend to the rites and
rituals, 1t was an extremely highly organized business, but history does
not relate whether or not Poeidon came through in the pinches,

fiow Poseidon, by the simple expedient of turning on a storm nNow
and then to frighten the poor Greeks, was doing quite well for himself
for several eenturies, and would have lived happily ever after ir it had
not been for the Romans., The Romans were not up to much in the way of
seamanship, but they all had taken leadership courses, and given 1in
those days tihis is what counted in the long run, for they finally suc-
ceedid in driving the Greeks from the seas, Even then, however, Poseidon
continued to whip up the odd storm at sea, and the Romans, although this
did not frighven them particularly, decided it was only logical to do
something avout the situatin, The answer was of course, to obtain the
services of a God who could effectivly put Poseidon ih the shade, and the
Aomans, having no spare Gods around Olympus at that time, had To Dorrow
one from the Etruseans (history does not relate if he was ever returned).
His name was Wethune or Methunus, depending on which part of EtTruscea you
came from, but the Romans called him Neptunus for shurt., Poor old
Pogseidon, of course was left far behind, because the Romans were fairly
rich, and could erect more altars, and sing more choruses of Eternal
Father than the Greeks ever deemed absolutely necessary. In fact to show
you how far ileptunus did go Poseidon had a very big wheel in the the
Greek system, and he had gone to some trouble to marry This WOMaN eceeco
she didn't particularly like the idea and had fled to Mount Atlas when
she heard of it, but Poseidons sent along one of his dolphins to collect
her .... feptunus actuably adopted this woman, which made him Poseldon's
father-in=law, and Poseidon, on hearing this, committed suicide by drown-
ing himself in his own ocean,

Well, to make a long story short, while we know all apout
Neptune, his life and work, historians of a later date were not so smart
as the Roaans and Greeks, and they did not write down how the "Crossing
the Line" ceremony came into being, so present day scholars have To say
that "It's origin is wrapped (or shrouded) in mystery’; and that, "We can
only guess at the actual date of its inceptiion into maritime services,.
Some fairly educated guesses have been made, though, and the dates have
heen narrowed down to the half century between 1763 amd 1818, One
proffesor Callendar, whose opinion we must admit, is rather biased in
these matters, reckons that it was brought into being in the Royal Navy's
East Indian Command during Nelsons day. Since most of the Navy's most
peculiar customs can be traced back to dear old Nelson one way OF another,
this may be considered not a bad guess,

Why they chose the Egquator instead of the International Date Line

or the Arctic Circle, is another point altogether, and your guess 1s as
good as profifesor Cailendar'sﬁ

Ea/u-nluiln#rviuﬂaﬂl
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To bring this short history right up to date, it should be
mentioned that certain sects, or cults, such as the Royal Canadian Havy,
5T11ll practice the ancient ritual of crossing the line(although in an
enlightened form), and on the following pages will be found the coumplete
details of the latest cerenony which was carried out in Her Majesty!'s
Canadian Ship 'ST CROIX' when she crossed the Hquator on the 31 January.,
1966 in company with Her Majesty's Canadian phips 'STETTLER'and YANTIGONIGH!
and Submarine 'G-lLoE caroute frop Fort of Spain to Rio De Janeiro,

The enlightened ceremony tekes three phases: First the Herald of
His Oceanic Majesty comes onboard the night previous to the actual cross-
ing in orcder to inspect the ship and decide on it's worthiness to receive
onboard ieptunus Rex in all his glory. Eis opinion fTavourable, Neptune
himsell comes ocnboard the following day with all his court and presents
orders and awards to those shellbacks* who have proven themselves wﬂrthy
thereof on the Quarterdeck, The third and final phase is when kin
Neptune supervises the initiation of the Tadpoleskx,

Note: * A shellback is one who has been initiated into the -Ancient
Order of the Mysteries of the Deep, i.e., one who has crossed
che line before,

k% A Tadpole is one who has not yet had this priveledge,
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CROSSING THE LINE CEREMONY

e = _1..'-:'\..-41

The Bridge. As if by mistake the wholée scene is enacted
over the Armament Broadecast.

Around 2000 the night before crossing the line.

(Gver Arauanment Broadcast) Object bearing right ahead, oir,
Looks like some sort of fish - (Short pause) Appears to be

surffacing sird

Tery good, That will be Ring Heptunes Hersald. e are
closing the uQU&tDT repidly. Humber one, pipe "Clear lower
deczs to the Forecastle". Guns, muster the guard, Officer
of thne Watch, stand by t0 +.... (Captain is lﬂte”Upﬁec by
the Starboard loockout)

Green one zeroc, oir, a 1light .... near

Very good. Alter course towards it, Officer of the Uatch,

The ship will close toward the alleged lightT for amauu 9]
piautes with no further patter in order to allow the Ship's
Company to assemble on the Forecastle,

Both Herald and Captain speak through loud hailers, the
Captain on-the bridge and the Herald on the Forecastle.

(Prom behind the fog spray) Ship Ahoy!

"ST CROLXM

Ll've heard your ship's arournd,
now tell wme whither bound?

our Course is set for Aio
We'lve steamed for many a day,
row Ll've got a lot to do

o0 Hell me who are you?

T am the Herald of the courws
of his Oceanic Majesty;

King Veptune ordered me aboard
And I'1ll commit no Lravesty

Jor. oLt Sﬁap My Sl
Come forth, and no more lip.

(Herald accompanied by Davey Jones, 2 Mermaids, 2 ueaﬂﬂg and
a bugler., advance -~ Spray opens while tThe bugler gounds
the alert)

L.ook sharp then Sire, if you please SRS
BY Wwnat riginc ¢o you Cﬂﬂllﬂﬂg& us on the High Seas?

y tiae custom ol ﬂDhETE invested Tigng
In Eing Heptune and Queen Amphitrite
ho sent us to vour mighty ship

o chegk anm see 1f you are fit.

e cannot take you 'cross our line
without the stamp of the Trident oigho

c

i.._l
O
02}
v
=
=
l_ﬂf.
o
e
Y]
=
a

=1
LA

(ierald draws his sword, Bears growl ... Mermal

5/ uﬂﬂﬂﬂ“uil}nﬂﬂ'ﬂa



ACT 1

Page 5

Scene 2(Cont.)

Captain

Herald

Captaln

Herald

Davey Jones

Herald

secretary

Herald

1t i.s of course without disdain,

E;aﬁ L'1]l accept your word,
welre crossing into your domain,
w0 sheath that mighty sword!l

(Bword of course must be a ridicules looking aifair

hing Neptune will be glad 1I'm sure,

Lo nawe vou croes his border

IE You're s ©hellback, let us hope,
YyOUTr papers are in order,

A harder shellback never lived

or walidec the ocean floors

oo tell Ling Neptune that I've ecrossed
dis bloody line before,

Aac if you think L't not so Hard

have Davey Jones inspect ay ““ﬁ.

1V1) do your will,
so sountG the 'Still'. (To trumpeter)

(frumpeter complies, and as he does so Davey Jones steps
chnrough the spray. HMeanwnile the Guard has been marched
to tine front, and Davey Jones with lots of slapatie*
1N8PECES 1T +.ee 1e8s points ouly haircuts with & dead
fish which he carries under his arm like a telescope).

o ad

A froustier Guard 1've never seen,
chey look like hell and suell unclean,
(Bears counence shouting at the top of their lungs
HUNCLEAR" | "UNCLEAN!) |
ﬂ A5 15

reep Silence in the bhesrs!

before this mighty ship of war (To the assembled

had slipped from her home port multitude)

ﬂ sny of mine had LOME aboard

el completient to sory

's scanned the names Gf EVEeryone e¢.s o

forward now, your work is done,

LEtary makes his appearance carrying a large boolk),

(¥

Z:'

=y
i
S
L
SO

L

Lt

( =

The nominal 1list L've closely scanned
to learn by winom this ship is manneds:
La¥ee hundred persons; more or less

1'..
t’l}

Who by their conscience must confess

E;E’ have not Jjoined our noyal dMess,
Lney must be made tTo taste the salt

of my iing's Royal Main

ANC chloke upon our pills and soéap

'Hre they can cross again.

(Zears once more start shouting "UKCLEAN", "UNCLZAEY,)

AG two bells of the Afterinoon Watch

TDmGITDUa conte what may,

nis Oceanic majesty, King Neptune, will hold sway.
And by the ancient laws laid down

By custom will ordain _

That all you Tadpoles young and old

be enitiated in our name,

6/“##11'!#1'4&##!
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Scene 2 (Cont.)

becretary

Captain

Hersald

BT
Scene 1

Herald

Beagrs and
Pollce

All hail, Lking Neptune!
(Bears in a fit of fanatic fervour shriek "BLOOD" ,"BLOOD")

Keep silence! (Pauses 'till shouting dies down)

Assure King Neptune that we all

are honoured by this meeting;

anc please convey to nim our thanks

ail our most loyal greeting,

We shall be ready for our King,

and zlad to meel his Queen,

Anc will she bring her daughters fair,

to peautify the scene?

(Bears make wolf calls, etc.)

It cannot bes A sea nymph form

would vake each sailor's heart by storm

Jur good GQueen spares them from such shows

because they haven't any clothes «....s

The Queen will come alone,

(Bears once again start wolf cals, etc.)

(The company commences retiring th rough the spray: the
neralda 1s last to go through and just before he does, he
turns o the multitude and says:)

"I commend you all to rest with sorrow
the fittests will sul'vive tomorrow e coes

(Very lights of wvarious colours are shot frmm before the
spray and as they are, all llghtﬂ on the Forecastle are
cUriled out, and a henious, sub anuman laugn is heard from
-he eyes of the ship).

The Querterdeck, Lower decks have been cleared to the
gua:uerﬁe ck and king Neptune's Court has asaembled in full
“f"alla in the Torpedo Magazine. Neptune's trumpeter sounds
ﬂ-a_e and. the bears and police will clear a way for the
AGW“W Procession., King deptune walks out preceeded by his
lerald. Queen Amphitrite is carried out on a chair followed
by tne remainder of the court.

Le,

'1

<

(02 entrance) HEAR YE! HEAR Yu! MAKE WAY FOR HIS MOST
GLORLIOUS CCEANIC MAJEST Y NEPTUNUS REX, RULER OF ALL WHO
SATL UPON THE SEA UPON THEIR LAWFUL OCCAS LONS., HEAR VE!
HBAR VEL (On arrival of ifeptune and Amphritrite) ALL

ALL HAIL KING NEPTUNE}

(Calls for silence and is assisted in getting it if
necessary by police)

Captain, call vour crew to attention for thne Oceanic Anthem,

7 /H‘Iﬂﬂﬂuniﬂuﬁ#tll
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EET11
Scene 1(Cont.)

CAPTAIN s (Complies)
Led by the Herald,the complete ensemble of shellbacks
sing in delorous tones,the Oceanic Anthem.(Tune of"all
hail Methusalem").,

All Halil His Majesty
he Ruler of the raging Sea
511 Hail Amphritrite
Her gorzeous beauty,~ what a sight

(Captain now stands the Ship's company at ease and
bids it pay attention.)

In humblest duty,dire,l bring

To yougour Oceanic King

A1l here on board,may they submlb
To what in Ancient Laws is writ.

—
o
U
3
-
=
E)

(Acknowledces Captain's remarks,then turns to address
ships company):

Good day ¢ St.Croixs',you've come a long long way

And T've waited for months for this glorious day

You all know full well what I've come to do

For I hear there are Tadpoles among your crew

AERALD ¢ My Dé good ,and widely renowned , (barbers step

~ulating sadistically)
e sharper than's ever been ground

s are butchers and as for their pills

yetter than Bx-Lax for curing your ills

CAPTALNG Ifre you punish our crimes with that terrible fork
I present for your favour my crew to your cour®

NEPTUNE From way courtly herald I've heard 1t told
That there are some in your crew so brave and bold
As to warrant my £avoUl....o.th€re must be soue mlssed
So,Herald ,bring forward my Honour ListT.

HERALD ¢ (Reading from large scroll) CAPTAIN!!

(Captain comes forth and kneels at the foot of the KING,

NEPTURS ¢ or steaming this ship from the Carribean 1sles
(The Faces of your crew are still wreathed 1n smiles)
To Diego,Panama,Trinidad and all
You have driven this ship a distance not small
For bringing St.Croix to an ocean this far
Ttn presenting you with the Aluminum star
(Captain is awarded the star and dubbed with the trident)
T also command you as king of tne seas
To pay a tribute while still on your knees
i iten to be an extra beer all round
Or I'11 cepture your ship and run her aground.

CAPTAING Tt shall be done

HERALD ¢ Arise oléd sea dog Fifth class of the Ancient Order of the
AJumiaun Star. (Captain retires 1o backgzround)

HERALD ¢ (I"'rom Scrohl) BXECUTIVE OFFICER!L!
(Bxecutive ofiflcer comes forward and kneels)

8

# & 00 050 DO BE S &8 AR



SCRENE 11 (Cont)

TUNE: FOR PERFORML.G ¥QUA CHOREG AE: "TL"”L'E EA ONE WHEBL
AND KEEPTIUC EF: CLEAT FROM HiZR TRUCK TO HER KBol
I DECREE THAT ¥O0U,5iR T“Iu GHIPB FIRST RATER
WILL WEAR THLS GEJJLH GI* PATHT BRUSH AND SCRAPER

=
g

AND WHILE ¥CU AnR bilLL Ol YOUR KNEES NUMBEA ONE

['LL BRING UP A HMATTER CONCERNING OUR FUN

T ORDER A TRIBUTHE FROM YOU TO YOUR Ciud

OF A "MAKE AND IGANDY TO-M0/R0W.....O0NE OF COURSE WILL DGC.

EXECUTLVE
OFE'LCER L

=
[

HALL B DOML,0H KRIUG

..___._

CIENT OXDER OF
TH BﬂCﬂ-ROU D)

= B
b

@
b
CECJ

A
THE BR
HERALD 3 BNGINEER OF:'ICE:
(ENGIHZER 0. 'ICAR
NEPTUNE IT'S KHOWN TO ALL Ii EVERY LAND
YOU'RA ALAAYS WAITING O YOUR HAND
WE ARE CONCLANED O0F YOUA POOR PLIGHT
AND WOIDEA IF 17'S JUST YOUR SIGHT
TAKE THIS PAD ATD USE IT'?ELL
AND WHAN YOU DO,i¥ STOE

HiRALD : PETTY OFFICER MILTOW! |
(Oetty Df¢1cev mlluﬁﬂ comes forward but does not kneél)

NEPTUNL ¢ IT MUST HAVE BEsgd MY DOMATN FALn
TEAT GAVE YOU SUCE A DRASEIC DGEJE
T ERARD YOU TRIZD TO STAY BEHIND
OUT OF SIGHT ASD OUT QOF lLL_\ID
WELL NOW YOU Al HERE AND L WiLL S.H.v-
YOU'LL NEVE: FOIGRT THIsS I ATEFUL: DAY

JUDGE THIS I FEEL IS A PUNISHABLE CAIME
TWICE H;LLJU.-.I' T SHIP I DOUBLE TIMEL

UELRALD 2 [LEADING SEAMAE KBITHIL
i

(LEADING SSAMAN XKBITH COMES FORWARD ATD KNEELS)

Lo
e
i

i
o,

b

A bAalLO. VDU":'L_] sUPPOSED TO BE

A MAN LrJ_::O INTY Tﬁl‘tﬂ T i“L.L.iL..-'J.LJ._.I!J]E) bﬂﬁk

YET 10 Ths BUS B 1o n’.L.Ll,L«’ {_J-..,.J.‘.!-'a_‘J.’L_L_L

YOU FAILED TO =isiOVe THL UU'TL-R PLH
FOR THIS 1 ﬁtggD_TU Thi PIE AND Lﬂhl@
LN HL}P..:EJ PHAT ARSI T HDL HAPP &L AGAIN,

=

HarRALD 3 IF YOUR MAJHSTY wilbDg LT CONVENIENT
WE'VE BAD iIEQUGH TLMis 7O BE LENIBENT
ITtS JUST ADGOUT TIME FOR THZ BLG TANK Of BRINE
TG MAKE YOU ALL SHELLBACKS FOR "CinObbING THE LINgEY

(KING NEPTUNZ STANDL,THRUMPEILER SOUNDS THE ALERT,AND THE HERALD
CALLS FOR SILELCH)

‘-llnnllliiitg
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NEPTUNE ¢ KING NEPTUHE,I,LORD G“ THE SEA
WELCOM&ES YQU ihu WHO E'BR YOU BE
I AM LOID 07 THE OCEANS WIDE
LOSD 0Of Tag RiIVERS, nu_.L.JO-J.-{-D OfF THo Tibo
MY LAWS Ald b’*_’nJ.CJ. BUT DO NOT IEAR
IF YOU WILL O Phnhufu“
TO EA&P T a.+.hJ.DB|:'¢L D..L THh EJ,E:HS
AS RECOGHIZZD S0 0UR DEGAmES
HERD Ale Thn Juﬂhﬁ THE: 8UDS THE BATH
THEY ARE TES ONLY CﬁJTﬂId aﬂfv
T g AL ‘iqu {lb"—r 7O L.HJ_LOr-..?i-'J THE LINE
AND BLE #=ROLLED Hb SONS OF MIN
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