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You’ve got to be on the job and slick at roping to get-an Easter chick like
this the minute she breaks through her shell, but Supply Assistant Gib Potter,
of Saskatoon, Sask., is just the man for the job. Gib is usually up on his
toes in his work with Special Services Office, in Halifax, and besides, he happens
to be one of Canada’s best known trick and fancy roping experts.

WAL, ROPE ME A CHICKEN -IF’N IT AIN'T EASTER!

Wren Bette

by our cowboy sailor.
Navy Depot on the East Coast.

—RCN Photo.

Fulton, of Timmins, Ont, is a bit surprised, but not unhappy about being caught
Bette is a Writer on duty at HMS Canada, the Royal:
Incidentally, those are real egg shells and the
photography is a bit of camera calisthenics dreamed up by L/Photographer
Charlie King, of Montreal, Que.

‘ Navy-Wide
ESSAY

| CONTEST

$250.00 IN 'PRIZES

(Full Details on page 4)

What Happens When The North Atlantic’s ‘Mad

An Atlantic Port—Listing under an
accumulation of 500 tons of ice, her
foremast broken off, the corvette
HMCS Shawinigan reached this
port safely after a 17-hour battle with
heavy seas and a vicious winter gale.

The ' Commanding Officer, ‘Lieut.
R. S. Williams, RCNVR, of Toronto,
was on the hbridge when the first
glistening signs of ice began forming
on the port side of guard rails, stanc-
hions, ‘anchor chains, gun . shield,
foremast * and signal halyards. He
watched the accumulation grow for

the rest of the day and throughout
the night until familiar things were
transformed into grotesque, other-
world shapes by masses of ice.

The heavily crusted foremast broke,
bringing down with it the slender
wires of the wireless antenna, with
five inches of sparkling ice on them.

"The tremendous top-weight of ice
gave the ship a stiff list to port.

Shifting of 100 tons of fuel oil from |

port to starboard partially righted her.
Seawater sloshed back and forth
on thg bridge deck, thickening like

mollasses until watchkeepers and look-
outs were standing in eight inches of
ice, snow and slush. Under' the
stinging wind and spray it was im-
possible for men to keep hands, faces
or feet warm. : »

Approaching harbour the crew work-
ed for three hours,” in 10 = minute
shifts on the wind-swept forecastle,
clearing  the capstan, anchor chains
and anchors. The one-ton' ‘“hooks”
were frozen fast to the sides.of the
ship and. did not budge even . after
the chains were cleared, - . ..
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"If Blood be the Price of Admiralty
Lord God we ha' paid in full."
—  Kipling
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THE BIG CONTEST

This month The Crow's Nest announces
the opening of a contest for all men and women
of the Royal Canadian Navy. This contest is
not a publicity stunt dreamed up by the staff of
this paper, but rather, it is the contribution
The Crow's Nest makes to the Royal Canadian
Navy, for the bettering of the world of to-
morrow by giving Naval personnel an oppor-
tunity to place their views before the public
of Canada. The winning essays in this contest
will play no small part in post-war plans, for
it is the intention of this paper to see that they
go before the highest authority in the land and
to see that they are acted upon.

We, of this generation, are a thinking
people who have as our measuring stick the
experience of a war that was to end war, and of
a peace that grew from a promise of a veritable
Shangri-la to a chaotic battle of races that
today vitally effects the whole world, from the
teeming Strand and Broadway to the darkest
jungles of the East Indies.

As a result of these experiences, each of
us cherishes in our heart the hope that some
favorite idea of ours may be put to use in the
days following this war, and thus, help to make
this world a better place in which to live. Some
of us may feel that broader education of child
and adult, alike, is necessary throughout the
world in order to bring about a proper under-
standing between peoples. Others may think
that big business must be rebuilt in such a
fashion that it can no longer become the order
by which men are to live or die, and still others,
may feel that only through a proper return of
all peoples to the religious principles of other
days may we enjoy an enduring peace.

Such suggestions as these we want Naval
personnel to outline in their essays to this
contest. Aside from the chance of earning
for yourself enough money to make your next
leave free from the worry of running short of
funds, here is a real opportunity to make a
substantial contribution to the future of your
fellow man and of yourself.

As has been stated in the contest rules, the
judging of the essays will not be carried out
from the standpoint of grammatical con-
struction nor fluency in writing. The main
purpose of this contest, is to bring forward
from Naval men and women, concrete sug-
gestions that are practical and can be used
by post-war planners in their efforts to return
you, and you, and you to something more than
a tired, listless, civilian world.

Because Naval Service Headquarters and
the Department of National Defence for Naval
Affairs have a keen interest in what you think
about the future of Canada, this contest has
received the hearty endorsation of both NSHQ
and the Naval Minister. What the Edmonton
Regiment has done to make people realize
that the men and women of the Army want
to have some say in the affairs of the future,
you can do on behalf of the Naval Service.

It is emphasized once again, that space
in The Crow's Nest allotted to discussions
and contests regarding post-war, demobilization
and rehabilitation matters, is not to be taken as
any indication that this paper feels the battle
is won. Such is not the case. It is felt, how-
ever, that with a decent, regulated Canada to
return to, Naval personnel will give of their
utmost to bring about the day of peace that
much sooner.

It is the hope of The Crow's Nest that as
many persons as possible will take part in the
contest and that from these efforts will come
something of lasting value for the governing of
the land we love.

THE CROW'S NEST

TRIBUTE TO "AVALON"

* Not long ago we had a visit from a former
"Avalonian." Like almost every other sailor
arriving back in Canada from that base, he was
high in his praise of the cooperation and esprit
de corps found there. Everything there was
"tops", to use his own expression.

It is not an unusual thing for a ship to be a
"happy ship" in the Royal Canadian Navy, but
it is certainly worthy of note that such a large
base outside of Canada, should be so governed
that its personnel consistently boast about it.

No little amount of the credit for this
condition must be givento the staff of "Avalon"
sports office. This department has proven,
conclusively, that sports in the Service are all-
important and that there is no better medium by
which to build up unity and fellowship in an
establishment. Sports reports coming from
that base show that provision has been made for
every man and woman in the Newfoundland
'ship' to participate in sports and that a large
proportion of the personnel is availing itself
of this opportunity.

A GREAT SERVICE

We weren't very anxious to attend the
first birthday party of the Royal Canadian
Naval Well-Baby Health Service held last
month in Halifax, because we imagined it
would be the usual type of "Birthday bawl"
one might expect to find at such a gathering of
the youngest generation. Attendance at the
party dispelled any fears we had and made us
glad we had gone to it.

To see the number of healthy babies and
happy mothers at the birthday party was, in
itself, an indication of the tremendous value of
this organization, instituted and administered
by Surg. Lt.-Cdr. H. L. Bacal, RCNVR. The
Well-Baby Health Service was begun following
a series of discussions by Naval medical men
and Dominion, Provincial and local authorities.
Its purposes were many. In Halifax, where the
population is swollen and facilities are strained,
there was, indeed, a need for the local medical
men being given assistance. In such a con-
centrated port and where the population is
ever-changing there is grave danger of con-
tagious disease making rapid advances. The
clinic acted, also, as a morale builder for mother
and father alike.

The attendance figures at the clinic are
indicative of the interest with which the idea
was received by the families of Naval personnel.
Attendance at the clinic, held twice weekly
during the past year, was 1562 children.
Vaccinations against small pox were given to
190 of these; 450 were innoculated against
diphtheria and 329 against whooping cough.
Besides this work, 631 visits were made by
Nursing Sisters to the homes of the children and
mothers were given first-hand assistance in the
care of their babies.

Such work as this cannot be commended
too highly for it is, within our own Service, a
great step along the path that the government
has only begun to venture onto.

Credit for such leadership should be ac-
knowledged. Surg. Lt.-Cdr. Bacal, Surg. Capt.
D. W.Johnstone, RCNVR, Command Medical
Officer, Northwest Atlantic; Miss P. M.
Reay, Nursing Sister-in-charge, and the other
Nursing Sisters and volunteer workers who have
done their share to make this remarkable
experiment a success, are deserving of the highest
praise.

GRIM AND BEAR IT

"The Captain stood with his grim jaw
thrust forward, hands shoved grimly into his
pockets, as he looked out at the grim horizon
and the grim enemy destroyers ploughing their
way grimly through the grim Atlantic, the grim
muzzles of their guns standing out as a grim
threat to the convoy engaged in its grim task."

Yes, indeed, it's a grim war. Perhaps the
example given above is a little exaggerated
but there is no doubt about it that the space-

saving, expressive little word has certainly
borne its share of the war effort—in news-
papers, magazines, books and on the radio.

The strange part of it all is that the word 'grim’
is not one of those for which there are only a-
few synonyms. Mr. Webster, that ever-com-
petent authority, gives us a few—"Savage and
merciless, fierce, cruel, angry, raging, furious;
unyielding, relentless, stern; grisly, ghastly,
horrible, ferocious, horrid, frightful, hideous,
sullen, sour, forbidding."

Despite the splendid array of alternatives,
the word grim will continue to be used to de-
scribe almost everything pertaining to the war.
We're sick of seeing it and yet, we can't do
much about it. It's grim!

APRIL

Ooebbelss "We must do something to save our face"™
Adolf: "I'm beginning to worry about saving my head’

ACROSS OUR BOWS

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the editor may be accompanied by afictitiouspen-name
to be used in publication of the letter but, the true name of the author
must be submitted before the opinion will be published No guarantee
is given that any letter will be published. The name of the author of
any letter will not be divuiged to anyone other than the editors. Opin-
ions expressed here do not necessarily reflect the views of the publish

Letter From The Med.
Dear Sir:
I have just received a fairly old

copy of The Crow's Nest from my
mother, and | was really happy when
it arrived. It was an old copy, as |
have said, since it takes so long for
parcels and letters to arrive out here.

| note a section of the paper where it
requests that we should write you and
let the lads know just what goes on out
here. | don't expect this will be the
first letter from a sailor stationed in
the Mediterranean, but | sincerely
hope this will arrive without mishap.

I am one of the many boys who
volunteered for combined operations.
We had a memorable time inthe USA
before we arrived over here. I'm on
an invasion craft here and we have
quite a record of service in the various
invasions that have taken place in the
last 10 months. There is only one
Canadian sailor aboard each ship
and the rest are English, Scots, Aus-
tralian, New Zealand and what have
you.

It is quite exciting to be a member
of these crews as we have many
opportunities of seeing historic places—
and many scenes that aren't so pleasant
also. We (Canadians) get together
every so often and celebrate, but it is
never like being back anywhere in
Canada. I've been out here nearly a
year now and I'm hoping that by the
end of '44 we'll have old Jerry on the
run, literally.

I will give you a few names of some
of the boys out here as | know they
would like their chums at home to
know where they are. I've met
Danny Towrie, from EdmontonHarvey

Dafoe, from Brantford, Ont., Harry
Lobda, Bill Brown and countless
others. We wish you and the staff all

the very best of luck in this new year
and maybe we can be back in Halifax

soon. | spent six months at "Corn-
wallis,"” so | know what it's like at
home. 1 know the lads at home are

doing a great job as we hear over the
news of U-boats that have been sunk

by our boys.
Hope this will reach you soon.
S. C. Stover, V-41060,
L/Sto. (M).,
HMS-L.C.1.-280,
c/o G.P.O.,
London, England.

We certainly are glad to get your
letter and hope that The Crow's Nest
has been able to bring you a great deal
of news of the people you know. It
is also our hope that others in the
same theatre of war and elsewhere will
follow your lead and send along letters
to this column or news for the other
columns of the paper. We want news
of everyone in the Royal Canadian
Navy, no matter where he may be,
but most especially we want news of

men at sea and in establishments
abroad.—Ed.

Reply to 'Hostility Bloke'
Dear Sir:

I would like to say a few words in
reply to "Hostility Bloke." (Across
Our Bows, March issue).

I am a member of the White Ensign
Association but these views are en-
tirely my own. | think that "Hos-
tility Bloke" is very much in the wrong
when he claims that we should wait
until after the war before joining any
veteran's organization. Now is the
time, when we are all togehter in the
Service so that on demobilization we
may remain togehter for the benefit
of all ex-Naval personnel. All men on
active service are veterans now. The
White Ensign Association does not
claim to be the only Naval organiza-
tion looking after the interests of Naval
ratings, but, it is all out in regards
to aiding them in every way possible
in the post war years.

My suggestion to "Hostility Bloke"
would be for him to attend the next
meeting of the White Ensign Assoc-
iation and air hisviews. The Assoc-
iation has no objection to his being
a member of any other veterans' or-
ganization. Another point [that |
would like to bring up is that atfour
meetings rank and rating are all one,

Continued on page S



