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Trtp To No rmandy

A South Englandv Port—Thrs is your trip to the Normandy ‘beaches in a

Canadian landing craft.

Don’t be afraid of the' mines.

And don’t be afraid

of the German field gun salvos that start 200 yards to starboard and work over
to w1th1n a few yards; because the Jerry gunners didn’ 't bring them. qu1te close

enough before they started on the backward sweep

it didn’t run you down.

.Or of the b_attleshlp—

Your hosts are’ Lieut. Bob Smith of Calgary, sklpper of LCI (L)—for
Landing Craft Infantry (Large)—3801, his two officers, Lieuts. Jim Frosst of
Montreal ‘and Bill Pringle-of Boston, Mass., and 24 ‘Canadian naval ratings.
Frosst a 20- year-old former sports instructor at Pickering College, -actually

is gunnery officer for the landlng craft of the First and Second Canadian flot- |~
illas, but to take first.hanl part in the xnvasmn he shipped aboard ‘the 301

for three weeks from three days before the mvasmn until 18 days after

Frosst graduated:from King’s Col-
lege only about seven months ago was
sent immediately to the United King-
dom on loan to the Royal Navy, then
switched to Combined Operations and
took a gunnery course in Scotland be-
fore taking.up his appointment with
the .Canadian. landing. craft  flotillas.
For the next five months he was.with
them. on, exercises.preparatory . ta the
invasion, and_spent his spare time
cadging extra, guns to supplement the
normal complement of Oerlikons and
small pieces on -each craft. Then
came the big night—the night of June
3—when 301 and her.unlovely sisters
loaded with ‘troops and sllp‘ped out
to sea.

' Troops Come First

The orders were these: “Land tbe
troops safely. Later, worry -about
getting off yourselves.”

They stood at the collecting area,
cowering in the storm ‘that ‘beat the]|.
Channel that Sunday, knowing that
weather was going ‘to make a tough
job tougher. But at the hour they
were to sail, new orders came; Wait.

. SUPERMAN

saw.. HMCS

A recent - action
Swansea, Royal Canadian Navy, fri-
gate, account for her second.U-boat.

in this war. The submarine was so
badly. damaged by-depth charges that

it did not fully surface, but Swansea

lowered her sea boat and picked up a
number of Nazi survivors. A Royal
Navy. sloop which assisted in the
action plcked up others ;

There is,a: dazed terrlﬁed expression

on_this German’s face as members of

Swanseas crew search. him, and. strip
oft his water-soaked elothing.. - L/Tel.
John McFerran, of Calgary, took this
picture. RCN Photo.

Cdr. H,.T. Huston, RCNVR
'burn, Man, commanding oﬁ'icer of

So they walted—and if you can
imagine yourself waiti ng with them for
the blggest amph1b1ous operatlon of

all ‘tlme, you will know it.was'a. grim, |

-wracking walt Would it be
postponed again?’ Would they have
to wait two weeks for the next favour-
able tide? The answer, came in mid-
morning Monday Sail. They sa1led
'h‘e great  fleet that set off 'that

man‘dy“bea’ches :
Frosst told later of thelr feelmgs as

they came in ’toward France that

Tuesday morning. The beach where

they were to land was llttered ‘with |

landing craft, holed by beach obstacles
and shore fire.

“The Germans apparently had that
spot taped perfectly, so they could
drop stuff on it anyplacs,” he said.
“There obviously was no use going
in there—it would be just like throw-
ing away the men and ships. So
we were told to wait. We were about
200 yards out at that time. But
there was a spot about 200 yards
along that looked not too bad So
we asked the army if they wanted to
go ashore. They said they did, and
right away. We went hard starboard
for the 200 yards, and then hard aport.
There seemed just about enough
room, through the mines, and there
was a seawall there for the man to
take cover behind.”

‘The fire there was heavy. " An
assault craft was hit just a little
way from 3801—not seriously, but
there were some casualties among the
troops aboard.

The Log Goes On
“All this time,” Frosst continued,

“‘Bob Smith ' was making a log of

what went on. This was his entry at
0930: ‘Shells to starboard. Getting
closer.” That was some understate-
ment! They seemed to come right
up to the side of the ship, and Bob and
I :absent-mindedly patted. each other
on the back while we watched them
come closer, dnd told each other so

|| long and good: luck. We thought

they might be trying to range us with
salvos, but apparently they were
just ~working a beat, up and down
the beach. Just when they got close
they started back.

“There were four of us—LCI(L)’s—
on that beach, and two. of them hit
mines.. One of them had to be towed
home,, but the other got home under
its .own  power. . .

(The story of how Canadlan ;atmgs
on damage control’ patched P the
many holes caused by mmes an
obstructions was told later’
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PHEW !

““So you think it’s been hot eh‘7 Well come on down to this boiler for a while and I'll show you a place that really

will melt you!”

These could quite easily be the words being spoken by this stoker as he emerges from one of the warmest

spots in “‘hell’s kitchen” where the engine-room department carries out its vital duties of lteeping the engines of the ship

throbbing.

Jolson Jolson And, true to his branch,

After an hour or so of work in the boiler this lad will emerge with his face so black he’ll be able to out-

he 1l probably come out singing. RCN. Photo.by W /O ( SB) T, Graham,

the Second Canadian flotilla. 'He said
that to him, the work of engine room
ratings 'in patehing up holes that
were flooding their engines was one
of the outstanding parts of the entire
operation, 'from hls ﬁotllla s stand-
point.) :

. Frosst wound up his story briefly,

mentioning that on 301’s second trip
across it was almost run down by a
battleship. Then he thought a mo-
ment and ventured a little advice
on how the story should be handled.
The whole story,” he said, “is that we
knew our job, and we did it.

" BY MY BEARD
’”A. : Neufoundland Port—

Beards, once a popular fad with
Canada’s " sailors, are growing
scarcer—and the Navy is ]ust as
glad.

A recent memorandum: in thls -
Command asked seagoingcap-
tains to discourage the wearing
of ‘beards.” The erder stemmed
from a post-mortem on the sink-
ing of HMCS Valleyfield, which
disclosed ‘that at least two of the
victims might have had a better
chance of survival ‘had they ‘hot
been wearing beards. Oil and -
salt water mixed in' with their
whiskers choked them: '

Another consideration has been

" "that, in a last gamble, the enemy * |
' might resort to gas, and the Navy

" points ‘out 'that' it’s difficult’

“‘eénotigh to breathe in a respirator -
i w1thout the stxﬁmg eﬁects of a
iaic beard :

WINNIPEG COMES THRCUGH AGAIN

Thls rad. 1o~phonograph aﬁords much pleasure .for. the Wrens and ratmgs
in the lounge room of. the new.reereation -building at HMES:.Cornwallis. .In
the above picture Lieut. §.-E, MecKyes, Spegigl: Seryiees Officer; at«‘Cotnwal,ll,s,,,
is seen receiving the radio from: Wren Lila: Anmstreng of. Winnipeg, who is pre-
«| | senting it on behalf of the RONV.R. JumornWomen s Auxiliary of her home city.

|RCN Photo.
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"If Blood be the Price of Admiralty

Lord God we ha'

paid in full."*
— Kipling
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USE YOUR HEAD

Making his first routine in-
spection of the new barracks of
HMCS Hunter, at Windsor,
Ont., recently, Commodore E. R.
Brock, C.B.E., R.C.N.V.R.,com-
manding officer, reserve divi-
sions, told the Navy trainees,
"Getting drunk in a foreign port
after first weeks at sea is not
proof you are a man but evi-
dence that you are still a child."”

Complimenting them on their
fine ship, he warned that the
finest ships and barracks are of
little value without capable men.
"The Navy is proud of its traditions of
manhood,"” he said. "The uniform
you wear represents the finest tradi-
tions of fighting men the world over.
Too often, young recruits, after their
first weeks at sea, forget that. They
think it smart, for instance, to go
ashore at a foreign port and get drunk.
They are not being men at all. They
are making it plain they are still chil-
dren. The Navy can hold its liquor.

"In the Senior Service no one forces
you to take a drink but no one objects
if you take a drink. Everyone who
drinks should know his capacity and
have the will power to stop when he
has had his limit. If one drink is too
many, then don't drink at all. If the

fourth drink is all you can handle,
then don't take the fifth."

This common-sense  advice
from a Senior Naval officer may
well be taken to heart by all
Service personnel, of all ranks.
Far too often the name of the
Navy is besmirched by person-
nel making themselves ridicu-
lous because they couldn't "hold
their liquor.”

It is not the wish of this paper
to sermonize, but we think all
will agree that the greatest
amount of discredit brought up-
on this Service is the result of
the Navy's  "over-indulging”
members.

The provision of spirits for
Service personnel is not an in-
vitation to come and get drunk.
It is provided as a refreshment
and, since it is a privilege,
should be treated as such.

The argument of the man who

has been at sea for a lengthy
period that he has earned the

rignt to a good "drunk" is
nonsense. He has earned the
right to come ashore and rest

so he can return to his duties
fit and efficient.

The Resistance

The following is composed of excerpts taken from an address given recently to

the members of the Rotary club, in Halifax,
Battet, Fighting French Liaison Officer, stationed at an Eastern Canadian

X. G. G. Williatte-
Port.

by Lieutenant

by Lieut. X. 6. G. Williatte-Battet

An important thing in France today is the Resistance,

and its forces.

its organization

French resistance was born in the first hours of the German occupation.

It expressed itself in individual acts and through the publication of
ground newssheets which were secretly mimeographed and distributed.

under-
Little

by little, patriots organized distinct groups.

The

were:

"Liberation", composed of scholars,
officials and labor union leaders who
were hostile to Germany and Marshall
Petain's National Revolution, which
they consider a part of Hitler's Na-
tional Socialism. It was one of the
first groups to be organized in 1940.

""Combat', made up of members of
the Armistice Army, of middle-class
and religious elements. "Combat"
denounced Vichy's Nazis and declared
itself a partisan of a new and sound
Republic.

“Franc-Tireur" (Southern Zone),
was organized in January, 1942, for a
highly patriotic and anti-Fascist plat-
form. ¢ It is composed of experienced
military and political elements, partic-
ularly anxious to maintain France in
her international role through cooper-
ation with the Allies.

"lie Comlte d'action socialist®©",
formed in the middle of 1942, in Paris,
and later extended to the Southern
Zone. It is made up of resistant mem-
bers of the Socialist party—followers

main  resistance movements

of Leon Blum.

""Mouvement ouvri'‘er francals",
formed in 1941. Its members are
labor men who were opposed to Vichy's
"Labor Charter”. It was disbanded
when labor unions were organized in
the underground.

"Le Front National™. For a time
the Communists acted alone, although
some of them, like Fernand Grenier,
have been resisting since the Armist-
ice. Others maintained a certain re-
serve, resisting in subtle ways until
the U, S. S. R. entered the war in
June, 1941. At this time the National
Front came into existence. The Na-
tional front is the most active resist-
ance organization and its fighting
group, the Guerrillas and Partisans,
has some of the best trained sabatoge
crews. Some of the leaders of the
National Front are communists but
this does not mean that it is affiliated
with the Communist Party.

New Movements

After the Allied landings in North

Africa and the total occupation of

THE CROW'S NEST

A Very Full Day

A SOUTH ENGLAND PORT—
All this happened to one Canadian
landing craft on D-Day, an LCI(L)
officered by Lieuts. A. C. Clark of
Hamilton and Bob Simpson and Cliff
Wheatley of Montreal:

1. The beach at which they were to
land troops was piled so high with dis-
abled landing draft that LCI(L)270
couldn't get in, so was diverted to an-
other beach nearby.

2. At this second beach, the craft
struck five beach obstructions and
mines, had a four-foot hole blasted in
her prow. The forward troop deck was
wrecked, but there were no troops in it
at the time.

3. The LCI's kedge anchor cable
(this anchor is dropped about 100
yards out to help the craft pull herself
off the beach later) was cut by an-
other Canadian LCI(L) passing over it.

4. The beachmaster advised the
Canadian crew to abandon ship.
Lieut. Clark agreed, and burned all his
papers. Then he reconsidered, saw a
slight chance, and decided to stick it
out.

5. He had to wait until low tide so
damage control parties could patch and
shore up the battered prow. The
kedge anchor cable was spliced at the
same time. Then LCI(L)270 was
almost ready to go again, when a glider
bomb freakishly cut down behind the
craft and sliced the anchor cable for the
second time.

6. There was a mine four feet to
starboard, anothei four inches from the
stern. It was decided to clear all
nearby mines before moving, an d about
45 were removed from the immediate
area.

7. The LCI(L) spent 60 hours on
the "beach, helpless, before it could get
off and start back for England.

That's all the trouble. The achieve-
ment: Troops landed safely, and on
time. Not a single casualty in either
army or navy personnel.

The teacher who has vision for his
pupils won't need eyes in the back of
his head.

There's no use itching for things if
you're not ready to scratch for them.

France by Germany, Resistance, which
could profit by past experience, rapidly
created new movements, while the
older movements extended their rami-
fications throughout France.

As early as the beginning of 1943
negotiations were begun between re-
sistance movements and several polit-
ical parties. Towards May, 1943, a
National Resistance Council was creat-
ed in France. The aims of the Council
are to coordinate the actions of the
various movements in order to pre-
vent any useless or rash demonstra-
tions.

The French Forces of the Interior
are composed on the one hand of the
Secret Army, consisting of combat
groups of "Liberation", "Combat"
and "Franc-Tireur", and on the other
hand by the Guerrillas and Partisans,
swho form the combat group of the
'National Front". The French For-
ces of the Interior have been incorpor-
ated into the French Army by anor-
dinance of the Provincial government
of the French Republic at Algiers.

120,000 Shot

According to Emmanuel d'Astier de
la Virgerie, Commissioner of the In-
terior, 120,000 persons have been shot
from the time of the Armistice to
February, 1944. According to Vichy's
own estimates, 76,000 have been shot

in Paris and the surrounding area
alone. There are more than 40,000
persons in internment camps, and

there are figures available on the large
numbers sent to concentration camps
within Germany.

The secret army of 1943 is the pride
of France. It is not an army com-
posed of members of such and such a
party, but the united army of the en-
tire Nation. Just as the soldiers of
Valmy, the heroes of the Marne, Ver-
dun, Dunkerque and Bir Hacheim,
the hostages executed, and the sailors
of Toulon, our Franc-Tireurs and our
partisans are part of history. \
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"l Under stand She's In The Navy"

ACROSS OUR BOWS

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the editor may be accompanied by a fictitious pen-name to be used
in publication of the letter but, the true name of the author must be submitted before

the opinion will be published.
published.

other than the editors. Opinions
views of the publishers.
We Know

Dear Sir:

I like this paper, the "Crow's Nest
very much—admire it's high standard
and policy, so like the high position the
actual crow's nest holds aboard ship.

And that's why, | feel badly when |
see a mistake. ..realizing that it possibly
was a typographical error, but again,
possibly it wasn't, | take you to task.

You told a story on Bos'n Bunker
Hill. The story wa3 swell, in fact |
know another one ..Seems that back
in 1940, when the blustery old salt with
a heart as bigas a house, was the Buffer
at Stadacona, he happened to look
out the "porthole" of his cabin aboard
the great stone frigate, and saw a
scared looking rating tossing out dozens
upon dozens of salutes at a stern look-
ing—also young, and new— officer.
Down the gangway nipped the Bunker
to inquire the whys and who the blink-
ety blank, etc. "This rating didn't
salute me, and I'm making him do it
a hundred times so he'll remember to
the next time." "Fair enough," so
the story goes, Mr. Hill replied, "but
every salute must be returned—so,
you'd better get started, Sir!" That's
the way | heard it. ..

But to get back to the error.
story you called Mr. Hill
Bos'n Hill,"....That's not correct.
Bos'n Hill.

Of allthe Branches inthe Navy, that
a man first going to the rank of warrant
officer, is addressed as such, there are
four who are NOT called Warrant-this
or that. They're Bos'n, (OK Boat-
swain, then) Signal Bos'n, Gunner and
Gunner T

And now, pince that's off my chest,
| feel much better.

In your
"Warrant
He's

No guarantee is given that any letter will
The name of the author of any letter will not be divulged to anyone
expressed here do not necessarily

be

reflect the

Wishing you continued success—and
you can take it from me your paper is
a success, for often when | interview a
Navyman, whether aboard ship or in
Barracks, the first thing he asks is, "18
this for the "Crow's Nest"?

Messdeck Annie

No, Annie, it wasn't a typographical
error. It was our intended error—if
you can figure that one out. Because
we sell a lot of our papers to civilians,
we sometimes deviate from correct
Naval terminology in order to make
things a little more clear to the many
parents and relatives of our sailor lads
and lassies. Quite often it will be
found that a mother believes her son is
a bos'n because he is carrying out those
duties aboard a ship where there is no
regular bos'n, or she might think, on
seeing the term Gunner that her boy
was a Gunner because he was a gunnery
rating. It often saves us the time and
space that would be taken by some-
one writing in and asking why "My
son hasn't got brass buttons and gold
braid like the bos'n pictured in your
last issue?"

Anyway thanks a lot for writing to
us, and we have no hesitancy in tossing
a fresh bouquet of orchids right back
at you. We are among your own
hundreds of enthusiastic readers.—Ed.

That' Our Aim
De r Sir:

We may be a long way from you at
the coast, as far as miles are concerned,
but our thoughts here at CORD are
with the lads in our ships. Your
paper, or should | say our paper,
brings things that much closer to us.

G. P. Payzant, Pay/S/Lt.,
Toronto, Ont.

Beginning Of The End

An educational program to cut the number of venereal disease casualties in
the Navy down to the lowest level possible has been instituted at HMCS Stad-
acona I, which will probably have its counter-part in the future inevery Naval

barracks throughout Canada.
This program, while having been

planned and put in partial operation

many months ago, is being put into high gear in conjunction with a nation-
wide drive against social diseases and all Services, as well as civilian organiza-

tions, are linked up init.

Three Phases
Actually, the drive against veneral disease is made up of three major ac-
tions, viz., Education, Diagnosisand Treatment, and Finding of Contacts.
Diagnosis and treatment of the diseases is the job of hospitals, while the
finding of contacts, as far as the Navy isconcerned, must be carried out by Naval

authorities in cooperation with civilian

The educational program in thejbar-
racks is the important step which will
eventually tend to eliminate the
disease. The method being used is
one which might well have been put
into practice years ago. At long last,
an effort is being made to make people
less conscious of the social penalties
accompanying the acquirement of
venereal disease. Instead, men and
women are impressed with the penalties

authorities.

which the victimsof such diseases must
pay in health for the remainder of their
lives.

The program at HMCS Stadacona
I, which is under the direction of
Surg.-Lt. G. E. Craig, who has made
an intensive study Of social diseases, is

a straight-from-the-shoulder form of
discussion which is already showing
Continued on page 3



