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The New Gratuities

This explanation of the new gratuities for servicemen, as announced by the
Dominion government, has been written especially for The Crow’s Nest by Lt.-

Cdr. John H. McDonald, the Navy’s Director of Demobilization.
By Lieut.-Cdr. (SB) John H. McDonald

In the closing days of the last Session of Parliament, a Government meausre
known as “The War Service Grants Act, 1944” was passed. Under the terms
of the Act, it is proposed to pay $755,000,000 in all to Service men and women
by means of War Service Gratuities or Re-establishment Credits.

The fundamental basis upon which the Act is based is length of service.
For every month served in the Canadian Forces of Canada, $7.50 will be paid
upon discharge to the dischargee, while for those who have had service overseas,

a monthly rate of $15 is to be paid for such months as were spent overseas.

In

addition, for every six months spent overseas or portion thereof, an amount
equal to 7 days’ pay and allowances is to be paid to time of discharge.

Paid in Two Sections

The War Service Grants Act pro-
vides for payment of the Gratuity in two
sections. The first payment is the
Gratuity proper which is based on the
foregoing figures and is paid in cash
at the time of discharge. It is the
intention of the Government of Can-
ada to make this Gratuity available to
all those who have served in the Can-
adian Forces in recognition of their
service to the country. The second
part of the Gratuity is known as the
Re-establishment Credit and is cal-

culated on the samie basis as the Grat-

uity without the ineclusion of the 7
days’ pay and allowances for every
six months overseas. This credit is
to be available to persons who do not
wish to avail themselves of existing
rehabilitation schemes such as the
Veterans’ Land Act, educational or
vocational training. The Re-establish-
ment Credit is not available in the form
of cash but will be paid by the Govern-
ment on behalf of the discharge for
the follwoing purposes:—

(a) The acquisition of a hime, pro-
viding the dischargee puts up one-
thirs of the cash equity himself. i.e.
credit can be used only to cover two-
thirds of the down-payment.

(b) The repair or modernization
of a home owned by th dischargee.

(¢) The purchase of furniture and
household equipment in an amount
not exceeding two-thirds of the cost.

(d) The provision of working
capital for a profession or business.

(e) The purchase of tools, instru-
ments or equipment for a profession
or business.

(f) The pruchase of a business in
an amount not exceeding two-thirds
of the equity required for such pur-
pose.

(g2) The payment of premiums
under any insurance scheme establish-
ed by the Government of Canada.

(h) The purchase of special equip-
ment _required . for educational
vocational training.

(i) Any other purpose authorized
by the Governor-in-Counecil .

In determining overseas service the
following definitions are to apply:—

“Overseas service means any service
involving duties required to be per-
formed outside the WesternHemisphere
and includes service involving duties
required to be performed outsideCanada
and the United States of America and
the territorial waters thereof in air-
craft or anywhere in a seagoing ship of
war.”’

“Western Hemisphere - means the
continents of North and South America
the islands adjacent thereto and the
territorial waters thereof, including
Newfoundland, Bermuda and the
West Indies but excluding Greenland,
Iceland and the Aleutian Islands.”

With the passage of the War Services
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“ALGONQUIN”’ FIRES A SALVO

Within a few hours after she had carried out a secret mission, HMCS Algonquin Canadian Fleet destroyer, was busy

bombarding the enemy held coast east of Quistreham Canal.
tion of enemy troops going down the main road west of Gonnerville.

Here ‘““Algonquin’

" is shown firing a salvo at a concentrat-
“Algonquin’ was commanded by Lt.-Cdr. D. W.

Piers, DSC. of Halifax, who came in for high praise from the Army authorities ashore for the manner in which he ful-

filled her bombardment assignments, both on D-Day and thereafter.

RCN Photo by Lieut. H. J. Nott.

Grants Act at the time of discharge
all dischargees who have not been
been discharged dishonourably will
recieve the following:—

(a) A Rehabilitation Grant of one
month’s pay and allowances to be
paid at time of discharge.

(b) A plain clothing allowance
$100 to be paid at time of discharge.

(¢) The War Service Gratuity as
outlined above which is payable in

of

monthly instalments equal to the dis-

SPEED LIMIT—AS FAST AS FRITZIE MOVES OUT!

chargee’s pay at time of discharge,
the first instalment to be payable one
month after discharge.

(d) Re-establishment Credit which
may be used up to a period of 10
years from the date of discharge if
so desired by the dischargee.

For Example = = = =

An example of how the payments
will be worked may be obtained from
the case of a dischargee who has had 12
months’ service in Canada and 12
months’ service overseas, whose regular
pay -and allowances amount to app-
roximately $90 per month.

For 12 months’ service in Canada at
$7.50—$90

For 12 months’ service overseas at $15

—3$180
7 days’ pay and allowances for each
six months’ service—$45 (approx.)
Total—$315.

At time of discharge this dischargee
will be paid up-to-date, will receive
one months’ additional pay by way of
Rehabilitation Grant of $90 and $100
clothing allowance. At the end of the
first month he will receive his first instal-
ment of the War Service Gratuity of
$90. At the end of the second month
he will receive another instalment of
$90 and at the end of the third month
he will receive the final balanece of
$90 plus the odd amount of $45, making
a total of $185.

FIRST FIGHTING FRENCH WRENS
PAY INITIAL VISIT TO HALIFAX

By L/Wren E. Bowen

Fourteen French Wrens, members of the Service Feminine de la Flotte,
arrived in Canada, August 21, to be the first French Wrens to set foot in this
country. Enroute from the Island of St. Pierre et Miquelon, to Washington,
for 11 of them, Halifax was the first city they had ever visited and the first time
they had ever left their native island.

They were met at Halifax station by French naval officers, Canadian
Wrens and Free French sailors from St. Pierre, happy to see girls from ‘“home.”
Haligonians, accustomed to strange uniforms, from fez-topped Turk sailors
to the Norske-marine capped tars of Norway,stopped to stare at the Wrens with
sailor hats with the tally bands of the ‘Marine Nationale”..... Their uniforms
were distinctive with brass buttons and the Cross of Lorraine on their tunies.
Otherwise their uniform was identical with those on the Canadian Wrens........ .
Navy serge uniforms, white shirts, black ties shoes and stockings.

Traffic cops and trouble shooters of the invasion beaches of Normandy are the Beach Commandos of the Royal

Canadian Navy—tough young Canadians who live and thrive among the sand dunes of the Channel coast.

They are

there to direct landing craft where to nose into shore with their cargoes of troops, tanks and supplies. They direct the move-

ment of traffic along the beach and disentangle any snarls that may develop in traffic in the water or on shore.

They

are trained fighters, too, and stand ready to repulse any sneak landing German forces might try to make on their section.
The complicated job of traffic control which confronts the Royal Canadian Navy’s Beach Commados in the section
of the invasion coast under their supervision can be guessed from scenes such as this showing great landing ships disgorging

men and equipment.—RCN Photo by Lieut. R. Arless.

The Wrens were thrilled on their stop-
over in Halifax. They were billeted at
Maison Surcouf, the commodious
home for the Free French in Halifax.
They had dinner at Halifax’s dignified
Lord Nelson and despite the fact that
only two could read or speak E nglish,

they all ordered chicken and ice cream.
The second day of their visit they
were entertained at luncheon by Cana-
dian Wrens at HMCS Stadacona and
they enjoyed talking toFrench-speaking
girls in the W.R.C.N.S. Their visit
Continued on page 12
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"If Blood be the Price of Admiralty
Lord God we ha' paid in full."
—  Kipling
THE CROW'S NEST

Published Every Month by H.M.C.S. "Cornwallis."
Cornwallis, N.S., by kind permission of
Captain J. C. |. Edwards, R.C.N.

Founded July, 1942.

Executive Staff
Commander G. McClintock, R.C.N
Lieut. S. E. McKyes, R.C.N.V.R
Lieut. K. Dixon.., R.C.N.V.R
L/Sea. J. P. Trainor, R.C.N.V.R

President

General Manager
Secretary-Treasurer
Advertising and
Circulation Manage,

Editorial Staff
W/0O J. M.Redditt, R.C.N.V.R
W/O Thomas Graham, R.C.N.V.R Sports Editor
A.B.Henry Sherman, R.C.N.V.R Features Editor
Copy required by 20th of each month.
Communications may be addressed to Head Office*
H.M.C.S. 'Cornwallis," Cornwallis, N.S.
Advertising rates supplied upon request.
Material appearing in this publication may be copied providing
acknowledgement is made.
All Material Subject to Naval Censorship.
Printed by the Truro Printing & Publishing Co., Ltd.

Editor

THE HEARTHSTONE PEACE

In London, England, representatives of four great nations are working
out peace terms to be used at the conclusion of the war. In almost every country
in the world groups of learned men are working out peace plans, the plans that
are intended to ensure economic security and freedom from war inthe years to
come. Almost every periodical on the market today carries articles in which is
outlined some solution for world peace.

We don't propose to offer a solution for peace and economic distress. The
solution was offered to the world hundreds of years ago as recorded for a man
named Moses. But we do hope that those with whom the task of laying the
plans for the future rests, will bear in mind the fact that the secret of freedom
from war does not lie alone in power spheres and free trade and pacts between
nations. It lies in the heart of the individual. You don't deal with human
lives by economics and tariffs and pacts!

The job which faces the planners of peace is to outline the greatest adver-
tising campaign the world has ever known—a campaign that will sear its way
into the heart of every living man and woman and which will turn the fibres of
hatred in the world today against avarice and malice of every form.

These men are faced with the task of showing to the peoples of the world
that, while the Four Freedoms are so nearly Utopian in their scope as to be un-
attainable, their greatest value lies in the loftiness of the target which they set
for mankind. For just so long as that target remains unattainable and we
still try to attain it, then will we be making progress toward real, lasting peace.
Once we lower our sights to that which is attainable then will someone find a
shortcut to the realization of his ambition and the shortcut will be at the ex-
pense of another.

Unless a campaign against individual selfishness and greed is begun, who
can guarantee that the successors of those who lay the fine and fair economic
principles of tomorrow, will not cast off these responsibilities just as easily as
Hitler cast off the moral and financial responsibilities of Germany?

No, if we are to be sure that the children of today are not going to be
trapped in the eager maws of war in another twenty-five years, the plans for
peace must be laid by the families of the world. And if they are laid properly
there, men will live peaceably, one with the other, in that greater family which
is humanity.

Book Collections For Overseas

THE CROW'S NEST
FIGHTIN' IRISH

Despite her youth and the fact that

she is very small, Topsy, mascot
aboard HMCS "Gatineau™ is true
fighting Irish. Topsy was born in

Londonderry, Ireland and is 10 months
old. She is owned by Able Seaman
William Evans, of Toronto, former
GoldenGloves bantamweight champion.
The dog knows all crew members
and every stranger coming aboard the
ship must undergo a thorough "sniffing"
before being accepted by Topsy.
During the recent channel operations
of "Gatineau", the little dog took her
place on the bridge with her master
who, incidentally, has the important
task of relaying the captain's messages
by voice pipe to all parts of the ship.
Topsy doesn't mind depth charges
going off and is getting used to the guns
but, like alltrue sailors she must have a
"moan" and so, again like her fellow
sailors, she complains about the food.

R.C.N. Photo by L '"Photog. E. Pryor

has grown to include 14 units, with a
complement of 40 serving from coast
to coast in Canada, and Newfoundland,
and is now extending its badly needed
services to the United Kingdom. Six
Wrein officers and 33 ratings are now
assigned to library duties and the full
complement will soon be at work.
Organized officially in October, 1943,
the library service has attracted some
of the best-trained librarians into
navy blue uniforms.

In addition to assistance from na-
tional organizations, the naval service
has a small appropriation for the sup-
port of library work. While the latest
fiction and non-fiction are of interest,
an even more important duty of naval
librarians is to see that text books on
every subject under the sun are avail-
able to men and women in uniform
who want them.

This service is being developed as a
supplementary feature of the training

Begun By Naval Library Service

Ottawa—'Staff Librarian for duty with Canadian Naval Mission Overseas'
-—that's the way the appointment reads for S/Lt. Margaret W. Creelman, of
Vancouver. Translated fromjofficial naval terms it means that she is the first
Wren officer assigned to library duties with the Royal Canadian Navy in the
United Kingdom. It means that she is being sent over to do an important
piece of work, the supplying of Canadian reading material for Canadian ships
and sailors.

With her will go three Leading Wrens; Ruth Church, of Mount Royal, Que.,
Monica Hodges, of Vancouver, and Patricia Walsh, of Toronto. They are all
experienced librarians and have been workingon base libraries on the east and
west coasts of Canada for some time.

Means Much to Tars

For the men in ships working out of British ports and thousands of miles
from their home towns, a chance to drop in to a friendly Canadian reading room
in Londonderry or London, where they find Canadian Wrens, their home town
papers, the newest and best reading material means more than they can ever
express. And the chance to organize libraries for them is one that Margarot
Creelaman has been waiting for.

She will be responsible for organizing
and coordinating all library services
for RCN personnel overseas. That
means her books become sea-going
types, and she will almost do the same.
When Canadian ships reach harbor,

the ships' personnel. Then, when
that has been done, she will leave one
of her assistants in charge and report
to London as Staff Librarian to the
CNMO.

her duties include going on board with
bundles of new books and news from
home.
Starts in Londonderry

Beginning in Londonderry, where
she has been appointed Base Librarian
to the Canadian Naval Administrative
Authority, S/Lt. Creelman hopes to
organize a reading room there, where
so many Canadian ships call, to be an
informal, friendly Canadian oasis for

In the naval library service, she
has been assistant at the ship depot
in Halifax and on the west coast she
inaugurated the library service at
HMCS Givenchy. She received her
commission after graduating from
Officer's Training Course in Ottawa
on April 7th of this year.

Rapid Growth
Under the supervision of Lieut.
E. F. Gaskell, the~naval library plan
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Letters to the Editor

Letters to the editor may be accompanied by a fictitious pen-name to be used
in publication of the letter but, the true name of the author must be submitted before

the opinion will be published.
published.
other than the editors.
views of the publishers.

Opinions

Look Who's Here
The Editor:

After a space of many months, a
copy of The Crow's Nest has caught
up with us.  Whilst the effect of seeing
the old paper is fresh in my mind, 1
want to tell you what it did to us.

It made us feel very much at home,
even to the extent of wrinkling our
nostrils with the remembered aroma
of Water Street on Fish Day!

The paper's an excellent booster for
morale, an excellent tonic for chokka"-
minded ods and sods. I'm more proud
than ever of having had something to
do with it as Editor-in-Chief. Those
hours of heavy discussion in the
old "Cornwallis" have produced a
good thing. While I am sure the paper
is appreciated by those at home, |
am certain it is invaluable to those of
us on this side. Keep it up, and keep
going!

William Hills,
Chaplain, RCN,
HMS "Nabob"

It is indeed a pleasure to hear from
Father "Bill" Hills, Editor-in-Chief
of The Crow's Nest from its initial ap-
pearance, more than two years ago, un-
til the time of his leaving to take up
sea duties. Let's hear from you often,
Father.—Ed.

Really, I Mean Really?
Dear Sir:

We all enjoy the Crow's Nest to the
full and even our usuallyreticent R.N.
co-workers read it from cover to cover
and are very complimentary which
makes our "Cornwallis" hearts (yes,
Fighting 29-er's) swell with pride.

M. Jean Wood, L/Wren,
HMS "Saker",
New York, N.Y.
Proud of DEMS
Dear Sir:

| read a very nice article in last month
Crow's Nest about Lt-Cdr. McAlpine,
DEMS officer (DEMS—Badge of
Honor, August issue) and | can give one
real reason why DEMS gunners are
doing so well. First, we have one of
the finest commanding officers in tha
Canadian Navy, or in any man's Navy.
He takes an interest in his "boys," as
he calls them, and he never forgets a
face. Some of the lads he has seen only
once or twice and then, when he meets
them after not having seen them for a
couple of years, he can call them by

AV ERS

'HERS-

No guarantee is given that any letter will
The name of the author of any letter will not be divulged to anyone
expressed here do not necessarily

be

reflect the

name. DEMS officers everywhere
seen to take an interes. intheir gunners.
Brek Nord
An Old Friend
Dear Sir:

May | take this opportunity of ex-
pressing my admiration for your most
interesting magazine The Crow's Nest,
which does great credit to that fine
Service, the Royal Canadian Navy.
It was my good fortune to serve in the
RCN from 1933 to 1938 as P&RTI and
Chief of the RCNVR's. | read with
intense interest all the current events
and sports items, expecially those con-
cerning soccer, boxingand basketball.

On my return to RN barracks, |
managed to get basketball going and
last month when leave was curtailed,
owing to the opening of the Second
Front, | organized two games to be
played on the parade for the benefit of
the ship's comapny, between PT staff
and P&RT School. Both games were
won by the P&RT School, due to the
scientific play of the three Canadians
included in their team.

Mr. McDonald (Charles) Com. Boat-
swain, P&RT, will no doubt remember
the time he did third man when R. B.
Clarke and | did the boxing demon-
stration.

Here's wishing all success to your
fine magazine.

H. W. Mugridge,
Bosun,
Portsmouth Naval Barracks.

P&RT

Thanks very much for the kind words
Mr. Mugridge, and also for the copy
of your most interesting "Victory
Magazine." Charlie McDonald (now
Lieutenant) probably cherishes the
memory of the demonstration to which
you refer, among the countless interest-
ting episodes in a life devoted to sports
and sportmanship. We hope we will
be able to continue keeping you post-
ed on a lot of your old friends.—Ed.

P.S.—You Bet We Will
Dear Sir:

We have just had the great pleasure
of receiving our first edition of The
Crow's Nest subscribed for by the
members of the mess and | am sure
you will be no more pleased to receive
this acknowledgement of receipt than
we are to receive the paper.

Incidentally, you night be interested
in knowing that we have the honor of

Continued on page 12

HP

LT

STEREQTYPERS

D .

RASS DIES
HALIFAX* NOVA SCOTIA



