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SEASON'S GREETINGS 

T o all its readers everywhere The Crow's Nest extends best wishes for the 
holiday season. We wish that all might have a Merry Christmas, but because 
we know there are so many who wil l have persons missing from their homes this 
year, we can only extend the hope that those whose homes have been saddened 
will gain courage and solace from the spirit of this great Christ ian observance. 

TIMELY ADVICE 

Making reference to the growing tendency on the part of Service personnel 
to think in terms of "imminent demobilization", Rear-Admiral L . W . Murray , 
Commander-in-Chief, Canadian Northwest Atlantic , last month issued a sharp 
warning to his command that thinking thus might have a very detrimental 
effect on the efficiency and morale of the Service if it is permitted to become 
a matter of primary interest i n the minds of personnel. While his statement 
is directed toward the men in his command, it is weil for every citizen in Canada 
to bear his words in mind, particularly the following paragraphs: • 

"Whi le i t is appreciated that men in the Services must eventually be en­
couraged to consider seriously their postwar plans, their efficiency and keenness 
i n fighting the war must not be hampered by the expectation of an early return 
to civi l life. 

Commanding Officers are instructed to make an earnest attempt to dis­
courage the view that the war with Germany is nearly over. A tremendous 
task still lies ahead of the Allies before the enemy in Europe is brought to defeat 
and it must be performed with the utmost energy." 

The soundness of this advice cannot be doubted for it is indeed true that, 
if time and energy are now devoted to concerted post-war planning, not only wi l l 
i t seriously affect the progress of the war, but the blow to morale, should the 
campaign against Germany become a long-drawn out effort, would be most dis­
heartening to Servicemen and civilian alike. 

ACROSS OUR BOWS 
Letter* to the Editor 

Letters to the editor may be accompanied by a fictitious pen-name to be used 
in publication of the letter but, the true name of the author must be submitted before 
the opinion will be published. No guarantee is given that any letter will be 
published. The name ofthe author of any letter will not be divulged to anyone 
other than the editors. Opinions expressed here do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the publishers. 

Can Be Done 
Dear Sir : 

Some time ago my daughter sent me 
a copy of your paper which contained 
a photograph of my shipmates taken 
i n Plymouth, England, at the P ly ­
mouth Argyles ground when we played 
our first match after commissioning the 
"Aurora " for Canadian service. I 
wonder if it is possible for me to get a 
large photo copy taken from the old 
film. I am Chief Sick Berth Steward 
o n the right i n the back row and would 
like to have the photo to hang in our 
l iv ing room. 

A . H . V . Wakeham, 
Saint John, N . B . 

The picture referred to (October's 
Crow's Nest) is the property of M r . 
E . S. Tapper, Commissioned Engin­
eer, H M C S Scotian, Halifax. It is 
suggested you write to him to make 
any possible arrangements for having 
his print rephotographed for your 
purpose.—Ed. 

.Too. We Hope So 
Dear Sir : 

It is a great pleasure forme to renew 
my subscription to your extremely 
interesting paper. During the past 
year I have enjoyed The Crow's Nest 
so much that I couldn't bear the thou­

ght of missing a single copy. Here's 
hoping that one of the issues which wi l l 
be. coming to me within the next 
twelve months wil l be devoted to our 
victory over the Germans! 

Smooth sailing, N a v y , i n '45. 
Joyce M . McGahey, 
Toronto, Ont. . 

Price Too Low? 
Dear Sir : 

We have enjoyed your paper very 
much and the page of insignia with 
their explanations, was worth the 
year's subscription. 

Mrs . J . McLean , 
Calgary, A l t a 

Fish Fan 
Dare Sir : 

I find your paper very interesting and 
especially enjoy the adventures of 
Miranda. Please do not discontinue 
the column. 

Mrs . E . J . Soucie. 
Sandwich, N . B . 

Wants Phot o 
Dear Sir: 

Having two brothers i n the navy, I 
find i t (The Crow's Nest) a most inter­
esting paper. 

I wonder if you could tell me where 
I might be able to obtain a photo of 

THE FIGHTING P. R. 
This is one of the rhymes which seem 

to be composed only on "happy ships"— 
where the pride felt by the crew is expres­
sed by ths way they "natter" at her. 
The P.R. is, of course, the Prince Ru­
pert, one of our fighting frigates which is 
credited with the destruction of two 
subs. The tune is nameless, one of 
the old "come-all-ye's" which seem to 
lend themselves so naturally to this type 
of verse.—Ed. 

By "Dan, The Radar M a n " 

Our city's Prince Rupert, away in the 
West, 

They sent us some presents, they sent 
us the best: 

Some fags and a washing machine, a 
guitar 

A n d lots more they sent to the Fighting 
P . R . 

F rom Newfie to Derry our course al­
ways lays, 

The trip is a long one and takes many 
days; 

A n d we're praying out loud that the 
time is not far 

When they'l l change the run of the 
Fighting P .R . ! 

One night out oh convoy we sighted a 
light 

Which we followed all over the ocean 
that night, 

But Oh. wnen dawn came, it was only 
a star, 

That we bad pursued with the Fighting 
P . R . 

We are heavily armed with quick-
firing guns, 

We also have charges, some big heavy 
ones; 

We are equipped with asdics, radar— 
0, a real fighting ship is the Fighting 

P .R . ! 

I put in a request to get me a draft, 
Went up 'fore the Captain, but he only 

laughted; 
He looked down aft me and he said 

" N o cigar!" — 
"You ' re a permanent- stanchion 

aboard the P . R . ! " 

Now we're going for refit and going 
quite soon 

So this is the end of my little tune; 
We're going on leave and hope it 's 

so far 
That we never wil l hear of The Fight­

ing P .R . ! 

HOW GOOD IS YOUR MEMORY? 

H M C S Charlottetown, torpedoed in 
September, 1942. I would appreciate 
it very much if you would tell me where 
to write for one. 

Mi ldred Francis, 
Montreal, Que. 

Here are nine questions, the answers 
of which have all appeared in news 
stories of naval action during this war. 
How many can you answer? 

1. What were the three warships 
which engaged the Graf Spee? 

2. In what sea was the Battle of 
Matapan fought? 

3. What was the date of the Jap 
attack on the U .S . fleet at Pearl Har­
bour? 

4. Who is the Admiral of the Fleet 
(aside from his Majesty)? 

5. What was the name of the fam­

ous carrier commanded by Lord Mount -
batten? 

6. What was the name of the four-
stacker that played its last glorious role 
i n the commando attack on St. Nazaire? 

7. What is the name of the warship 
that moved in to finish off the Bismarck? 

8. Off what coast was the Scharn-
horst brought to bay? 

9. What was the movie name of the 
corvette i n . the picture "Corvette 
K-225"? 

(answers on page 15) 

If vou wi l l write to the Nava l Photo­
graphic section, Nava l Service Head­
quarters, Ottawa, they wi l l supply the 
desired information.—Ed. 

Crow's Nest Plugger 
Dear Sir : 

We all enjoy tne Crow's Nest very 
mucn, especially my daugnter, L / W r e n 
Iris Drew, as sne is now stationed here 
and says it keeps ner i n touch witn all 
the news around Cornwallis and Gai t 
where she enjoyed her training and 
work. M y two sons, A B Col in , npw 
down east, and L / S e a . Gordon, on 
convoy duty, are well and fcappy 
in their work and my other son, Pte. 
J im, is in Hol land. 

Here's good luck to your paper and 
keep the good work up. 

M r s . A . Dre\>, 
Victoria, B . C . 

And Another 
Dear Sir : 

During the past year I have always 
looked forward to receiving my copy 
and have certainly enjoyed the paper. 
I think it is a wonderful way of keeping 
Navy-minded people in touch with 
their friends. M y copies are always 
read from beginning to end and then 
are passed on to my Mother and Dad , 
who enjoy i t , too. 

Best of luck for the New Year . 
Phyl l is Laskey, L / W r e n , 
Ottawa, Ont 

THE PRESIDENT'S GOODBYE 
The following letter from Commander G . N . McCl in tock , former Execu­

tive Officer of H M C S "Cornwal l is" and President of The Crow's Nest, who 
recently retired from the Royal Canadian Navy , while addressed to the Editor 
wi l l be of interest to all Nava l personnel as well as to all readers of the paper. 

N o man in the N a v y has worked with more zeal nor with greater pride in 
the Service to which he belonged than has Commander McCl in tock . His 
gentlemanly qualities and kindly understanding i n dealing with the men who 
served under h im stand as a splendid example to all those who follow him. 

W i t h regard to his position as president of The Crow's Nest, i t is doubtful 
if the paper would have survived the dark days through which it has come i n 
the course of its two-and-a -half year struggle, had Commander McCl in tock not 
encouraged and guided the staff members in their efforts. His feeling that the 
men and women of the Roya l Canadian N a v y should have a paper of their own 
in which they might express themselves was very strong, and i t is certainly be­
cause of his dogged determination that we are able to publish today.—Ed. 

Dear M r . Edi tor : i. 
It is with a deep and real regret that I relinquish the Presidential chair 

of The Crow's Nest after a close association of just over two years. To­
gether we have seen the Crow's Nest pass through many vicissitudes and 
have also seen its steady growth i n stature. One of my many treasured 
possessions is a complete file of every copy of the paper since its foundation 
in July, 1942. 

Together we have seen in a rather unique way, something of the co­
operative spirit and good fellowship which promotes the very fibres 
of the Royal Canadian N a v y as evidenced by the friendly and helpful 
letters which we have received from time to time from members of the 
Nava l Service. The encouragement thus received was an inspiration to 
us to "carry on" and we learnt to realize that a Nava l Monthly Paper 
had a very definite place in the Nava l scheme of things. 

I wi l l , in the years to come, look forward every month to my copy of The 
Crow's Nest so that I, too.may keep intoucn with current happenings in the 
N a v y . 

I wish The Crow's Nest many happy years of good service and I hope, 
maybe, that I may submit, as the spirit moves me. some "copy" for in­
clusion in its pages. 

W i t h cordial regards, 
G E O F F R E Y M c C L I N T O C K . 


