Otu -
(G (- -0

Yy

k »
— () S

F 4
3600 S hionguR THE K1Y

N\

P
NN
NEWS OF CANADA'S NAVY

FOUNDED BY H.M.C.S.‘CORNWALLIS” ¢ HALIFAX, JULY, 1942

) 7 D, o 7y &
‘1“)'(// A :’/',2 - ” —

VOL. 1 -NUMBER 9

TRURO, N. S., MARCH, 1943
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They'’re In

The Navy

Feminine Members Of Naval Service

Proud And Happy About New Life

We don’t know how to spell

that two-note whistle, with the

emphasis on the last note that is, we believe, the equivalent for
‘“Not bad!”’, or “Woo-Woo!”, but that’s the one we almost gave

a few moments ago.
seen since coming to Navytown.

We just saw the trimmest little craft we’ve

Talk about lines—why she was

sweeping along there with her sails trimmed and with her soft
colors showing up against that blue back-ground - just the love-
liest sight a sailor would want to set eyes on.

Is she a schooner or a sloop?

Heck, no, she was a Wren!
An? DMore

You got us all wrong, chum.

to Come

Théggiare a lot of attractive girls coming to Canada’s ports

these days, dressed in the smart

men’s Royal Canadian Naval Service.

are more to come - lots more.
In a recent interview at the
Wrens’ Recruiting Office a good
leal of information regarding
che opportunities for girls in the
Naval Service was revealed.
Now to strike a new note ¢n the
subject, let us go into the oppor-
tunities afforded the girl who de-
cides to don a tall white hat and
step into a modern ralley to!
cook for soiloemern, G4

Look Ahead

First of all, it is to be remem-
bered, that following this war
the restrictions of rationing will
be lifted, eventually, and many
a man is going to cry aloud for
- well - say, a banana cream pie.
Two or three years previous the
girl he married wouldn’t have
known what to do besides call-
ing up the nearest baker, but
fortunately, she had been in
the Wrens’ Cooking branch and
had learned from some of the
finest instructors in the country
how to make light, fleecy, de-
lectable pastries. Now, had you
ever thought of it from that an-
gle, girls?

Plenty of Jobs

Of course, being a cook in the
W.R.C.N.S. is just one of 22
departments into which a girl
might enter the Naval Service.
For instance, there is need for
Stewards, Wardroom Attend-
ants (officers’ steward), Quar-
ters Assistants, Mess Caterers,
Supply Assistants, General
Clerks, Stenographers, Confid-
ential Book Correctors, Postal
Clerks, Secretaries, Pay Writers,
Coders, Telephonists, Telephone
Switchboard Ooperators, Tele-
type Operators, Plotters, Wire-
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less Telegraphists, M-T. Driv-

Navy blue uniforms of the Wo-
And better news, there

ers, Despatch Riders, Messengers
and Sick Berth Attendants.

Lighter ‘“Work’’

Unofficially, of course, the
sailors consider there is need
for dancing partners, theatre
companions and lusty cheering

squads for sports competition .
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Joll the Wrens? Why any wo-!

men between the ages of 18 and
45, with the exception of those
who have young children or
other dependents, provided she
can pass the necessary examina-
tions. Asa matter-of-fact, we”’ll
do better than that for you. In
the cooking branch the age limit
has been raised to 49 years.

Now, About Clothes

The recruiting office reports
that while uniforms of any of
the services could never be con-
sidered in such frivolous terms
as ‘“too, too divine,” the girls
who join the Wrens are quite
happy with the smart Navy
blue suits and -jaunty fedora
snap-brim hars. They also ap-
preciate the fact that they don’t
have to look like ‘‘ghosts” of
their former selves. The wuse
of cosmetics is allowed “with
restraint.”” The Navy just
doesn’t want its girls to come
in during inclement weather
looking like the living example
of that old song title, “The Wett-
ing of the Painted Doll,” or have
we misquoted it?

Enter Training Centre

The training centre to which
the girls are sent upon joining
the Service is at Galt, Ont.
Here they are given basic train-
ing and taught to march prop-
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AH SPRING! AND WITH IT THE WRENS

establishment at Galt, Ont.
learn to march like veterans.

Wren Curry, of Toronto, holds up the words of the Wren marching song.
Both words and music were written by Wrens while at the W.R.C.N.S. training
The Wrens have two drill periods a day and soon

Complicated turns and formations take longer
to master but are great fun—so say the Wrers.

R.C.N. Photo

erly. They become acquainted
with the various customs of the
Navwval Service and later are sent
to one of the Dominion’s Naval
establishments to complete
training or to carry out the act-
ual work for which they have
been trained.

Apparently wha t is most ap-
pealing to the girls who have
joined the Wrens is that they
are members of the Senior Ser-
vice, one that is backed up by
the unforgettable and glorious
accomplishments of Naval men
throughout history.

Halifax Wrens Happy

The Wrens in Halifax today
readily admit they are ‘happy
in the Service.” They are en-
joying this new life which they
have chosen and gain great
satisfaction from the fact that
through their efforts they are
freeing men for more important
duties.. They admit, further,
the work they are doing is in-
teresting anf fascinating,

In their new quarters they
are comfortably accommodated
and, through proper use of their
womanly talents have managed
to give their barracks a ‘homey’
atmosphere. Entering with en-
thusiasm into the social life
provided for them they are
making many friends in the city
for those who have not
been away from their homes

| before, the sharp pangs of home-
sickness have been more than

a little softened. At almost all
of the dances held by the Navy,
whether in the barracks or at
one of the other available places

‘or social functions of this kind,
Wrens are present in goodly
nujbers.

Service Life 0. K.

Summing everything up, one
girl said, “Of course, there are
some things about Service life
that aren’t as pleasant as they
were when we were in civilian
life, but then, we didn’t join
thinking things would be easy.
Actually, I-think most of the
girls are somewhat surprised,
though, at just how splendid
everything has been made for
us. A little bit of applied phil-
osophy and we find that ‘life
can be beautiful.” ”’

t THE SAILOR’S PSALM

(Contributed by H.M.C.S. “Griffon”)
e ol

The Chief is my shepherd,

I shall not want another,

He maketh me scrub the deck be-
neath him

And destroyeth my hope.

He leadeth me in the path of ridicule

Of my shipmaces.

Yea, tho I wax and polish all day long,

I fear much evil:

For he is with me,

And his critical stare discomforteth
me.

He prepareth the rattles for me

In the presence of my friends.

He anointeth my knees with blisters

And T nearly falleth over.

Surely if this thing followeth me all
the days of my life,

I shall dwell in the bug-house forever.

It's Up To You

—AN EDITORIAL—

Some years ago we went into
a store and said to the owner,
“I’d like to buy a cheap sweater.
Have you got one?”

Quickly and with a smile he
replied, “No, but we have some
that are low-priced. We have
nothing cheap in the store.”

We always remembered that.
The =torekeeper definitely had
something there. That’s the
way we feel about your Crow’s
Nest. The mere fact that the
paper only costs the reader five
cents is certainly no indication
that the paper is not worth more.
Proof of that statement lies inthe
fact that, from its modest be-
ginningj fess than nine months
ago, the publication has sky-
rocketed in circulation, stepped
out from the status of a ‘“‘camp”
paper and has become a nation-
ally known periodical with read-
ersin every province in ‘Canada,
in Newfoundland, in Great Bri-
tain, and in the United States.
The news carried by The Crow’s
Nest is just as national as is its
circulation. Reading material
and pictures come from all of
the ahoye-named ficlds. Buf
tended primarily for the bene-
fit of the men of the Royal Canad-
ian Navy, the cost to the reader
has been kept down.

Now, however, The Crow’s
Nest finds itself in a difficult
state, as do thousands of other
publications on this continent.
Rising costs of operating the
paper have placed us in the pos-
ition of giving you for five cents

what it is costing us more than

five cents to produce. No great
business experience is necessary
to tell anyone that to continue
long under such conditions is an
impossibility. The decision to
continue publication at a higher
price or to discontinue the paper
had to be reached. We wanted
to continue to bring The Crow‘s
Nest to you. We felt certian
that the response of service per-
sonnel and civilians alike was
adequate proof that you wanted
to know about your Navy through
the medium of your newspaper.
We felt that you would much
prefer to spend a few cents ex-
tra once a month for that
which we have all, (you and the
management of the publication)
worked so hard to make a suec-
cess, rather than to see it dis-
appear from the market. We
felt that the men of the Royal
Canadian Navy would not want
their “voice” stifled because of
the extra costs necessary to car-
ry it on and make it strong and

permanent! Therefore, the fol-
lowing price changes were decid-
ed upon:

1. Single copies of the
paper will sell for 10c each,
effective April 1.

2. Subscriptions  will
cost $1.00 per year, a sav-
ing of 20¢c per year to the
subseriber, effective as from
the April issue.

N. B.—Subscriptions al-
ready in force will continue

(Continued on page 12)
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"If Blood be the Price of Admiralty
Lord God we ha' paid in full*
— Kipling
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NO REDUCTION

In a story "Stadacona Celebrates Coming
of Age," on page 9, of this edition, the following
sentence will be found—"This establishment was
discontinued in 1922 with the reduction of the
Canadian Navy which then took place."”

In that sentence lies the story of a national
mistake and one whose gravity was not fully
appreciated by many, until shortly before the
outbreak of the present war. To reduce the
size of a Navy, which it is no secret, was the
butt of many a joke made about its size, by the
people of our own country, was something that
should have been given a great deal of thought.
Canada is a big country and she has big obli-
ations—the latter far in excess of those warrant-
ed by her population. This land of ours, with so
many miles of coastline needs the protection of a
Navy adequate to cope with the necessary
patrol work.

Today Canada has a growing Navy of which
she may well be proud. Everywhere in the
world her sailors have distinguished themselves
in battle and her craft have proven themselves
worthy of their task. And when the war ends
what will happen? Will the White Ensign con-
tinue to nutter above a large number of Canad-
ian ships, or will it flutter over a mere "peace-
time flotilla?"

The Minister of Defence for the Navy has
stated that Canada is to maintain a Navy of
considerable size at the conclusion of this war.
This is the statement of a man who has had an
important part in building up the present sea-
power of this country during a period of war.

It isto be hoped that in the days that follow
the war's end Canada will not be lulled into
a feeling of false security and reductions be made
to her Naval defences because they do not seem
necessary at the moment. This war has prove
that strong Naval power, given proper air sup-
port can hold the strongest enemy at bay, unless
that enemy has equal or greater sea-power. The
maintenance of a strong Navy in peace-time is
simply insurance placed on all of that for which
we are fighting today!

HOW ABOUT RECORDS?

"Where can | get a record made by the Roy-
al Canadian Navy Band?", said the man on the
street.

We couldn't tell him. Then we started to
wonder about itand finally we made a check-up.
As far as could be ascertained the only ones
available were a few recordings made for broad-
casting purposes. Which brings up an import-
ant question. lg

PIf we feel that the Royal Canadian Navy
band is one of the finest bands in Canada, if
thousands of persons turn out time and again
throughout the year to hear concerts presented
by this group of select musicians, why should the
public not be able to procure recordings made by
the band?

There is small doubt that the famous bands
of England and theUnited States would be little
known by persons in this country if it were not
for the many recordings that have been made by
them. The beauty and stirring qualities of band
music are well known to everyone. It can be

THE CROW'S NEST

easily understood that the people of Canada
would like to have recordings made by the band
which they have heard play so splendidly on
coast-to-coast, as well as local broadcasts.

And, speaking along the same line, it is not-
ed that in a great many theatres the National
Anthem is played by well known bands of other
countries and of other services. Some of the
films accompanying the sound recordings are in
color and it has struck us rather forcibly that
there could be no more colorful effect nor could,
there be any better rendition of the National An-
them, than in a sound film made by the Band of
of The Royal Canadian Navy.

H.M.C.S. "LOUISBURG"

We feel that we speak on behalf of all mem-
bers of the Royal Canadian Navy in expressing
most sincere sympathy to the familiesand friends
of our brave comrades who lost their lives in the
sinking of H.M.C.S. "Louisburg" in the Mediter-
ranean. The glory of the Service has been made
greater by their sacrifice and the loss of these
men indeed should strengthen the determin-
ation of every one of us to drive on to a complete-
ly successful victory.

SACRIFICE

By Rev. William Hills, R.C.N.

Elmer Davis, head of the U.S. Office of War
Information, was probably the best known news
commentator of the Columbia Broadcasting
System  Speaking before the House Approp-
riations Subcommittee in Washington, he said:

"There are no privations which the people
will not willingly endure, no sacrifices which will
not be unflinchingly faced, as long as they are
truthfully informed as to the reasons for mak-
ing such demands upon them..

Those words have given rise to this edit-
orial. Nobody questions the sincere will of
the Canadian people to give until it hurts in the
prosecution of the war effort. And hurt it
must, mind you. Andyet, how often it appears
that this person or that person desires to turn
this time of mortal stress into a time of personal
gain and advantage.

Take for example, one problem that as-
sumes nightmarish proportions to the service
man who is forced to seek lodging in a congested
area: He receives compensation, but he dis-
covers that in order to live within his allow-
ance, an allowance, by the way, which is not
protected by a cost of living bonus, and which
under the impact of rising costs has dwindled
in real dollar value, he must live under most
trying circumstances. In some instances he
discovers that some land.ords have abandoned
a weekly rate for lodging and have adopted a
daily rate. This, of course, is perfectly legal
under the terms of the rental control legislation,
but it has the effect of doublingthe rent for the
room. If a man has a radio he may have to pay
an extra dollar a month to compensate for the
electricity used. And in one case, three men
shivered in one room because they did not have
the money to purchase coal to put in the stove.
To this man, therefore, there is only one way
to ensure fair-play, and that is to introduce
billeting. But this in itseK is an acknowledge-
ment of the break down of the will to victoy
through an equality of sacrifice.

Is it because our people are not well in-
formed as to the totality of the war effort? We
well remember that until the Germans broke
through the Maginot Line this war was called
the "bore"” war. It was not until the bitter-
sweet of the evacuation at Dunkirk that the
complacency of many was rudely shattered.
Despite the various gains vouchsafed to our
arms by land and sea and air (and by the sac-
frificial battle-flags of Russia) the crisis is still
upon us.

Prime Minister MacKenzie King speaking
in the House of Commons just recently warned
the people that 1943 may bring ordeals and
suffering to many.

"I doubt if any of us have begun to appre-
ciate the ordeal that this country and our armed,
forces may have to pass before this year is out.”

In the final analysis this isa moral problem
for the ability to sacrifice and the capacity for
sacrifice depends upon character.  'Where there
is no vision" says the Good Book, "the people
perish." Let us see this struggle as it is. There
is no room for partisan politics. There is no
room for sectional interests. There is no room
for selfishness. Let these things be sacrificed
for the duration. Without an equality of Sac-
rifice there can be no union for Victory.

MARCH

SUCCESSES GROWING FUERHER

Nazi Youth---
Hitler—""Disappointment!™

COMMANDMENT  VIII

BE INQUISITIVE

By Cdr. G. McClintock, R.C N.

Many men are reluctant to ask
questions through the fear of
being thought "dumb™ or even
of having their "legs pulled."™

Having your "leg pulled" does-
n't hurt much, and in any ease
you'll some day be in a position
to pull somebody else's leg. As
regards being thought "dumb,”
this is not the case. Onthe con-
trary, the man who shows a
genuine interest to garner know-
ledge natters the vanity of the
person asked (beware of wind'
bags who welcome such oppor-
tunity) and shows that you are
determined to get ahead.

There are many things in the
Service which you no doubt
don't understand and which,
if you did, would make you a
more useful member of the Ser-
vice, so don't hesitate to ask que
questions—Be Inquisitive.

ERROR IN STORY

In a letter to The Crow's
Nest, in which he expressed his
pleasure on reading the article
"Sir William Cornwallis" in the
February issue of the paper, Cap-
tain W. H. Crichton, R.N., re-
tired, of London, Ont., points
out an error in the story.

"Will you please note that the
statement that Capt.R.H.Anstru-
ther, C.M.G., was in command
of H.M.S. "Cornwallis" during
the Dardenelles operation, isin-
correct. Captain A. P. David-
son, D.S.0., was in command
then and continued in command
to the last, after which he was ap-
pointed to Experimental Station
and later to Dover Dockyard.
He wa s promoted to Rear-Admir-
al and died shortly after his re-
tirement in 1924,

"I served under both when
they wereinH.M.S. "Cornwallis"
Admiral R. H. Anstrurther was
captain of her in 1911 but got an-
other appointment in 1912 and
was later promoted.

"Owing to the outbreak of
war | was retained in the ship to
take her through extensive refit
and that accounts for my long ser-
vice in her."”

"What is more unbearable than Dis-

*Dis?

Develop New Bomber
With Many Fine Points

To those who have followed
the North African campaign,
the name "Maryland" will sug-
gest abomber and reconnaissance
plane which has served the
British very well. The Balti-
wn it Its successor, designed,
to meet the specific needs of
the Royal Air Force.

In addition to its primary
function as a medium bomber,
this brain-child of Glenn Martin
is also designed to carry out
long-range reconnaissance flights
Its defensive equipment, man-
oeuvrability and speed also en-
able it to deal with enemy fighter
planes.

All-Plastic Nose

A notable feature is its all-
plastic nose, even the ribs being
of the same plastic material.
Another increasing indication of
its increasing utility is the bomb-
load, which varies from 1,000
to 2,000 pounds, according to
operational  requirements. It
has heavy defensive armament
consisting of eight machine-guns,
fired by the pilot, two in the
dorsal turret and one, manually

Martin '"Baltimore™

operated, faring through the en-
trance panels in the floor aft
ofjthe trailing edge.

(Continued on page 3)

Note: The Crow's Nest is
very greatful to Captain Crich-
ton for bringing this error to our
notice.—Ed.



