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MAIDEN VOYAGE 
The story of the first Canadian 

Wren to take a trip out to sea. 

By Wren Nora Jackson 

T o walk into m y first N a v y 
job and be to ld that I was going 
to sea was t h r i l l enough, but to 
see the ocean for the first t ime 
i n my life, during wartime, 
aboard a tanker, was beyond all 
m y dreams. 

The harbour craft we went out 
on, carried a group of sailors, 
who were going out for their first 
gun practice and they looked 
quite unperturbed about i t . As 
for me, I was practically 
stepping on everybody to see 
everything. The interesting 
sights were pointed out to me and 
then I was immediately told to 
forget them. I could never forget 
any of the dul l grey ships, the dirty 
l i t t le tugs. I hope that some day 
I w i l l see the ships i n peacetime, 
clean and white. 

What a Size! 
When one of the sailors said 

" that ' s it s i r , " I couldn't believe 
i t . It was the first t ime I had 
ever seen a ship close-up and it 
looked simply enormous. C l i m ­
bing up the rope ladder was quite 
an experience and one that I 
could never forget. It 's not as 
easy as it looks, especially gett­
ing over the side wi th a skirt on. 
When I met the Capta in on the 
bridge of the ship, i t was too much 
for me, and I was tongue-tied, 
the ship looked so different from 
the bridge than it did from the 
harbour craft. It seemed much 
longer and I had no idea that 
they went down so deep. I could 
hardly believe it when I saw the 
engine-room and men workng 
down below. 

The Captain pointed out the 
different parts of the ship and 
explained, or at least tried to 
explain, to me how the parav-
enes and depth charges worked, 
and how they refuelled ships at 
sea. Being from Ontario and 
never expecting to even see the 
sea, and then to find myself on 
the bridge of a ship, wi th a huge 
duffie coat on, watching sailors 
load guns and seeing the tracer 
bullets up i n sky, was to me one, 
long day-dream. 

Swing and Sway 
A message came "Jackson is 

wanted a f t " so I made m y way 
aft. I certainly haven't got 
any sea legs, because although 

T H E CREW WAS T H R I L L E D TOO 

One of the biggest thrills of her life occurred when Wren Nora Jackson, 
the comely youn^ l a i y pictured above, was given the opportunity of going 
to sea in a tanker during wartime. Nora's own version of her unique exper­
ience is told in the story at the left of this picture. R . C . N . Photo. 

U N U S U A L SISTER R E C O R D S 
E S T A B L I S H E D B Y W.R.C.N.S . 

The establishment at " K i n g s " 
feels that i t may have some­
thing unique i n the way of ser­
vice wi th three sisters forming 
part of the staff. The girls are 
Leading Wren R u t h and Wrens 
E d i t h and Margaret Bunt ing , of 
Beaupre, Que. 

A m o n g others who can boast 
of distinguished service i n their 
families are: Wrens Abr i l lamae 
and Dolores A l l e n , of Port A r ­
thur , stationed at K ings and 
Stadacona, respectively, w h o 
have three brothers i n the Ser-

E N C O U R A G I N G 
Encouraging to the men 

of the lower deck of the 
R o y a l Canadian N a v y is the 
fact that of the 20 R . C . N , 
promotions announced on 
J u l y 1, 16 were men who 
had come up f rom the lower 
deck. A m o n g them was 
Commissioned M a s t e r - A t -
A r m s W . Pember, M . E . B . , 
who is the first and only 
Commissioned M a s t e r - A t -
A r m s in the R o y a l Canadian 
N a v y . 

it was supposed to be a calm 
sea, I found myself swaying from 
side to side. What would hap­
pen on a rough sea, I don't know. 

Some cotton batten was given 
to me, I put i t i n m y ears and 
stood there, m y handi to m y 
ears, m y mouth open, w i th this 
huge duffle coat on, looking quite 
intelligent, I 'm sure. E v e r y 
l ime I heard the command " F i r e ' 
I was terrified. I had never 
heard such a loud explosion in 
m y life and I couldn't realize 
there would be such a noise. 

To be asked to lunch with 
the Capta in just topped off m y 
tr ip . A s usual, I never imagined 
that there was such comfort be­
low decks—practically a l l the 
comforts of home. A l l i n a l l , 
it was a day that I w i l l never 
forget, and never get t ired of 
ta lk ing about, i t . 

vice as wel l ; Wren R u t h Phaneuf, 
Outremont, Que., one of six ch i l ­
dren in uni form. Her father, 
J . A . Phaneuf was i n the B lack 
W a t c h regiment i n the last war 
and tried to enlist in this one. 
Wren A n n Walker , of Winnipeg, 
has three brothers serving i n the 
N a v y , while her father, formerly 
i n the A r m y , is engaged i n war 
work. 

Several sister groups are i n 
evidence i n the Wrens inc lud ing : 
Pat and Deloie Nielsen of L e t h -
bridge, A l t a . ; Gladys and Iona 
Dav is of Tobermory, Ont . ; and 
M a v i s and Mar jor ie Anderson, 
of N o r t h B a y , Ont. 

Quisling Quest 
The Story Of Norway's Brave Little Navy 

^ In many cities and towns of Canada today men of the Royal 
Norwegian Navy may be seen on the streets but comparatively 
little is known of this branch of one of the most determined Allied 
nation's fighting services. These facts are presented by the Royal 
Norwegian Government's Information Bureau and The Crow's Nest 
takes pleasure in publishing them for the benefit and information 
of its readers. 

The Commander- in-Chief of the R o y a l Norwegian N a v y is 
Rear -Admira l El ias Corneliussen. H e was appointed i n N o v e m ­
ber 1941, i n succession to Rear -Admira l E d w a r d Diesen. Second-
in -Command and Chief-of-Staff is Rear -Admira l E d w a r d D a n i e l -
sen. 

The Fighting i n Norway 

The R o y a l Norwegian N a v y was mobilised on the outbreak 
of the war between Germany and the Al l i ed Powers. A t the 
time of the invasion of Norway , the N a v y consisted of about si x ty 
warships, inc luding two coastal defence battleships, seven des­
troyers, nine submarines, and a number of torpedo-boats, m i n e ­
layers, minesweepers, and patrol boats; about s ixty auxi l iary 
vessels—fishing protection ships, armed trawlers, and whale 
catchers; the coastal art i l lery units and the naval air service .y 

A t the t ime of the invasion, 

N O T L O S T 
A s a result of the press 

release date on certain mat­
erial being later than the 
usual publishing date of 
the naper, The Crow's Nest 
is late in coming out. The 
editors felt the delayed m a ­
terial was important en­
ough to be included i n 
this month's edition. We 
hope our readers wi l l bear 
wi th us in this matter and 
wi l l not have decided, as 
a reader once did on a pre­
vious occasion when the 
publishing date was held 
u p , t h a t , " T h e C r o w ' s N e s t " 
was overdue, presumed lost. 

the ships of the N a v y were 
scattered a l l along the coast, 
from the Norwegian-Finnish 
border i n the N o r t h to the 
Swedish-Norwegian border in 
the South. In spite of inferior­
ity both i n number and quality , 
the Norwegian N a v y resisted 
the German surprise attack with 
sk i l l , courage, and desperate ten­
acity, i n fact, almost "to the 
last sh ip . " The Norwegian 
N a v y sank and damaged 36,¬
650 tons of German warships, 
more than her own total ton­
nage, and sank or captured 
about 100,000 tons of German 
transport vessels. 

Only two destroyers, one sub­
marine, ten fishing protection 
ships and other auxiliary vessels, 
reached B r i t i s h ports. 

.Present Strength 
Since the summer of 1940, 

the R o y a l Norwegian N a v y has 
been steadily increased b y ahips 
transferred f r o m the Br i t i sh 
N a v y on terms which are la id 
down in the M i l i t a r y Agreement. 
One ship has been transferred 
from the U . S. to the Norwegian 
N a v y on lease-lend conditions, 
and to-day the Norwegian N a v y , 
i n spite of further losses, con­
sists of nearly s ixty vessels. 

Personnel 
The personnel of the R o y a l 

Norwegian N a v y totals about 
490 officers and about 4,500 
petty officers and ratings, of 
whom about 1,200 have been 
posted as gunners on Norwegian 
merchant ships. 

Operations 
Norwegian ships are used for 

the same purposes as B r i t i s h 
ships of corresponding types. 
This includes; ocean escort of 
convoys across the At lant i c , 
local and coastal escort work on 
the coast of Great B r i t a i n , the 
East Coast of Canada and the 
Uni ted States, offensive oper­
ations against enemy shipping, 
raids on the Norwegian coast— 
some of which have been entir­
ely Norwegian operations—and 

minesweeping off different par ts 
of the Br i t i sh coast and even 
in the M i d d l e East . Norweg ian 
destroyers took part in escorting 
troop ships and transports d u r ­
ing the great landing in N o r t h 
Afr i ca . 

A number of U-boats, enemy 
surface vessels and transports 
have been sunk or damaged by 
Norwegian destroyers, corvettes, 
motor-torpedo-boats, submarin­
es and other vessels. 

Losses 
B y M a r c h 1943, eleven ships 

had been lost since the re­
organization of the R o y a l N o r ­
wegian N a v y , which began i n 
the summer of 1940. 

M A R C H O N U . S. SOIL 
Sixty girls from H . M . C . S . C o -

nestoga were chosen to march 
i n M a g n a Car ta parade i n N i a g ­
ara Fal ls , N . Y . This is the first 
t ime thatn Wrens have marched 
on foreig soil . Their marching 
was super (shoulder high for 
four hours), and, from the ap­
plause and cheering, everyone 
seemed to th ink they were ex­
cellent. We Were! ! 

B O O K S W A N T E D 
Are y ou a member of a 

book club? If you are, how 
about turn ing your books 
over to the N a v a l Reading 
Service when you have fin­
ished w i t h them? The lads 
at sea would l ike to have 
books to read and i t is diffi­
cult for the Service to keep 
a good supply on hand at 
al l times. L i t t l e donations 
from the canteens of the 
ships receiving books would 
not be amiss, either, i t is 
understood. Persons send­
ing i n books are asked to 
make sure the books are 
not too old. The average 
sailor is a " h e a v y " reader 
and current books are the 
ones he wi l l most en joy . 
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FOR THE FUTURE 

F r o m a l l parts of Canada , verbal ly and by 
letter, b i r thday congratulations have been com­
ing i n to The Crow's Nest and the management 
is not a l i t t le nattered and pleased by this ev id ­
ence of having done a job that has achieved, at 
least, a measure of success. 

The Crow's Nest had its start during dark 
days i n the W a r , for one year ago this month the 
opt imism that is noticeable today was not quite 
so evident i n A l l i e d countries. The fact that 
the paper has been able to weather difficult 
times and overcome barriers, just as the N a v y 
has overcome the obstacles and perils that l u r ­
ked i n its pa th , is one of great satisfaction. 

Whi le operational facts concerning the pub­
l icat ion have been reviewed from time to time 
for the benefit of readers, i t might be interesting 
to give some of the historical data regarding its 
or ig in . 

In t'he spring of 1942 it was felt by C o m m a n d ­
er H u m p h r e y M c M a s t e r , R . C . N . , then C o m ­
manding Officer of H . M . C . S . " C o r n w a l l i s , " 
at Ha l i f ax , that there was a great need i n bar­
racks for a paper i n which the ratings of the 
ship might express themselves and which might 
be a source of education and entertainment for 
them. Accordingly , his staff officer, L i e u t . D a ­
v i d C l a r k , R . C . N . V . R . , set about getting the 
machinery ready for a regular pr inted publ i ca ­
t i on . Whether L i e u t . C l a r k ' s choice of person­
nel for the paper was good or bad the reader 
can decide for himself. Cer ta in ly , his enthus­
iasm was not lack ing . 

I n J u l y of 1942 the first edit ion made its ap ­
pearance i n " C o r n w a l l i s " and nation-wide ex­
pansion rap id ly fol lowed. 

Today the almost 8,000 sales per month are 
sufficient proof that N a v a l men are glad to 
have a newspaper they can cal l their own. 
N o t only ratings, but officers and c ivi l ians, 
take keen interest i n The Crow's Nest and a l l 
have been of inestimable assistance i n tel l ing 
the editors the type of mater ia l that w i l l be of 
greatest interest and i n supplying much of this 
mater ia l . 

Th i s expressed need for such a paper brings 
us to another very important point . It is pleas­
ing indeed to hear of so many people being satis­
fied w i t h The Crow's Nest but the staff of the 
paper is not yet satisfied w i t h i t . E v e n though 
most divis ional points and many of the ships 
have been most cooperative i n supplying news 
for the paper, we would l ike i t to be more repre­
sentative, yet . Our a i m i n this respect is three­
fold. 

F i r s t , we want to publ ish a paper that w i l l 
be of interest to the greatest number of readers 
possible. We want i t to be complete, in forma­
t ive , entertaining and , above a l l , expressive of 
the views of the N a v y m a n , be he officer or r a t ­
ing . 

Secondly, we want the c irculat ion of the 
paper to increase so that its coverage w i l l br ing 
to a l l men of the R . C . N , news of themselves and 
their friends. W e also want The Crow's Nest 
to act as an instruct ional publ i cat ion for the c iv ­
i l i an populat ion of the country i n order that 
these people m a y have a better understandng 
of this great Service to which we belong. 

The t h i r d and most important part of our 
a i m is to bu i ld up a publ icat ion that w i l l not 
cease to funct ion at the conclusion of this war 
but rather w i l l continue to operate for the men 
of the peace-time N a v y and for those who have 
served w i t h the N a v y at any t ime. _ This may 
be termed our post-war a i m . Its importance 
is obvious. W h e n peace does come again the 
N a v y m a n is going to want some voice i n the 
government, for whose preservation he has 
fought. Ind iv idua l ly , his voice i n matters of 

state w i l l be los t m the general clamour and 
babble. Col lect ively , the men of the N a v y 
can make themselves heard and can make o th­
ers l isten. If now, they w i l l bu i ld up a Service 
publ icat ion that is strong editorial ly and f inan­
c ia l ly , a paper that is filled w i t h material that 
w i l l cause people in every walk of life to read i t , 
the problems of the N a v y m a n can be brought 
to public notice. 

The Crow's Nest does not c la im the r ight 
to be that exclusive N a v y publ icat ion , but i t 
does c la im that there should be such a journal , 
for as in everything else in life, i t is true here 
also, that in union there is strength. 

B y doing what you can for The Crow's 
Nest now, both i n the matter of sending in mat ­
erial and buying the paper, The Crow's Nest , 
may be able to do for you the things that y c u 
w i l l want done in the future. 

DON'T BE A NAZI 

N o t long ago at an Eastern Canadian port, 
a vicious rumor was started. The rumor 
gained momentum and soon was racing from 
tongue to tongue throughout the c i ty . Then 
i t spread to the out ly ing parts of the district 
and from there to distant parts of the province. 
Whether i t went beyond the province or not, 
we cannot say, but i t is possible that i t d id . 

The rumor involved a number of members 
of one of the services. It was cruel and hellish 
and although the story was complete enough i n 
detail to be taken as fact, i t was proven to be 
absolutely without grounds. A n official denial 
was pr inted but unfortunately rumors travel fas­
ter and farther even than the modern, speedy 
and far-reaching news services of the wor ld . 
It is un l ike ly that al l who heard the rumor 
read the denial as published. 

Since i t has been discovered that similar 
rumors have been begun in the past about cor­
responding departments of the other two bran­
ches of the armed services, i t may be taken 
for granted that the story was started by sabot­
eurs of publ ic morale. There is l i t t le doubt 
that had the story become more wide-spread 
than i t d id i t would have seriously hampered 
recruit ing and great damage would have been 
done. 

These lies are cleverly thought up . They 
are of a type that catch the publ ic interest. 
They are the type of lies that people l ike to tel l 
to others. Ado l f H i t l e r and his fluent crony 
D r . Goebbels fooled a whole nation with them. 
D o n ' t be l ike a N a z i and help to spread them 
i n this country. 

VICTORY AHEAD 

By the Rev. William Hills, R. C. N. 

E v e r since the first issue of the " C r o w ' s 
N e s t , " the management has permitted a mem­
ber of the editorial staff to use this space for 
editorial comment which is f rankly marked 
as "re l ig ious . " F r o m the first editorial , a 
year ago, we have been constant i n point ing 
out and emphasizing the ult imate issues of this 
global war. We believe we are fighting for 
the R i g h t against the wrong. We believe 
that this is a war, not for the seas, nor for the 
skies, nor for the land, but for the soul of man. 

We have noticed that wherever H i t l e r 
and his satellites have, for the moment, become 
supreme, that the religious l iberty of a man has 
been destroyed. A l though we do not con­
sider that every man who fights on the side 
of the Al l ies is either good, Chr i s t ian , or perfect, 
yet we believe that every man senses that he 
has become a member of the Great Crusade. 
We have no hesitation in affirming that , in 
its fundamentals, this is a holy war, for i t is 
a war for sp ir i tua l objectives. There can be 
no freedom, no justice, no mercy, no peace, if 
G c d is left out. 

It is not for nothing that the leaders of 
resurgent C h i n a , the first great nation to feel 
the force of the Eastern aggressor, are Chr i s t ian . 
It is not for noth ing that General Montgomery , 
under whose br i l l iant leadership so great a 
v i c tory was granted to B r i t i s h N o r t h Afr i can 
arms, is a Chr i s t ian . I t is noc for nothing that 
H . M . the K i n g , who, w i th his Queen, has 
been so constant i n the fulfi l lment of his 
exalted office, is a Chr i s t ian . These leaders, 
representative of the mil l ions of common men 
and women who t a l k l ike them, and feel l ike 
them, are upheld by the hand of A l m i g h t y 
G o d . 

Towards the end of D a v i d L l o y d George's 
" W a r M e m o i r s " of 1914-18, there is this s t r ik ­
ing sentence: " Y o u cannot fight a winning 
battle w i t h a retreating m i n d . " T h a t must be 
our watchword for the war months to come. 
T h a t can be each man and woman's sp ir i tual 
contribution towards the V i c t o r y of F a i t h . 

DILEMNA DRBWN 
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ACROSS OUR B O W S 
Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the editor may be accompanied by a fictitious pen-name 
to be used in publication of the letter but, the true name of the author 
must be submitted before the opinion will be published No guarantee 
is given that any letter will be published. The name of the author of 
any letter will not be divuiged to anyone other than the editors. Opin­
ions expressed here do not necessarily reflect the views of the publishers. 

Atta G i r l 
Dear S i r : 

Enclosed please find one dol ­
lar for on year's subscription 
to The Crow's Nest . I have 
been i n the Wrens for nine 
months and have been an i n ­
terested reader of the paper but 
lately have found it rather hard 
to get. I do hope you can start 
my subscription w i t h the J u l y 
issue. 

I am i n charge of the c lothing 
store for the Wrens here i n 
Ottawa. A s most of m y male 
relatives served i n the last war 
and i n this one i n the R o y a l 
N a v y and the Merchant Mar ine , 
and as I am also Engl ish and come 
from the port of L iverpool you 
can understand why there was 
never any doubt from the start 
of the war which service I would 
jo in. I can honestly say I have 
never regretted joining the Wrens 
and am proud to be doing m y 
bit to help the N a v y and to win 
the war. 

W i t h a l l good wishes to The 
Crow's Nest for its future suc­
cess. 

Yours sincerely, 
Pe t ty Officer E . 
W . R . C . N . S . , 
Ottawa, Ont. 

H a r t l a n d , 

The Best Way 
Dear S i r : 

Please find enclosed postal 
note for $1,00 as a remittance 
for m y new subscription to your 
paper. I have thoroughly en­
joyed a l l i ts contents and would 
not want to miss any issue. 

I remain, 
W . J . Lawrence, 
N . P . O . 605, 
Hal i fax , N . S. 

We Are Grateful 
Dear S i r : 

A very fine friend of our's, 
whose son went down wi th H . M . 
C.S. " F r a s e r , " has seen two or 
three copies of the Crow's Nest 
sent me by m y brother and has 
enjoyed them very much indeed 
and so, I am enclosing herewith 
one dollar so you may place her 
on your subscription l ist . 

Yours t ru ly , 
J . V . Bai ley , 
313 Syndicate Ave . , 
Fort W i l l i a m , Ont . 

The Crow's Nest hopes the 
lady w i l l continue to enjoy the 
publication to the fullest extent 
and w i l l find in it the feeling 
of pride and gratitude which 
the N a v y holds for her son and 
for a l l its lads who have done 
their duty in this supreme man­
n e r . — E d . 

Good To Hear 
Dear S i r : 

W e have had the greatest 
pleasure a l l through the winter 
months reading The Crow's Nest 
and looking for familiar names 
and faces. Here's wishing The 
Crow's Nest and a l l its staff a 
second year of success and a 
H a p p y B i r t h d a y . 

Yours sincerely, 
M r s . E . Sutherland, 
Mother of two N a v y Sons. 

Take A Bow, Jenny 
Dear S i r : 

Here's something you may or 
may not consider an addition 
to your rather famous " C r o w ' s 
N e s t . " I shan't consider i t an 
insult if you don't use it since 

Continued on page 12 


