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What Then 
Sailor? 

The war ends. W h a t then? 
Almos t every man now in the 

N a v y who knows he is leaving 
the Service when Vic to ry has 
been won, has asked himself that 
queston at one t ime or another. 
T h e end of the struggle leaves 
everyone wi th a big question 
mark in front of them. W i l l we 
be able to take up our old jobs 
again? W i l l we be satisfied to 
start in where we left off, some 
of us more than four years ago? 
W i l l a remodeled world present 
other opportunities to which i t 
would be better to turn? W i l l 
there be such a business slump 
that we wi l l be forced to turn to 
anything? 

These are questions that have 
been and are being studied by 
the Whi te Ensign Associat ion of 
Hal i fax . They constitute the in i -
i t i a l a im of this organization 
whose good work in pre-war days 
is known to many sailors of 
Hal i fax and the surrounding 
distr ict . N o w , the 'White E n ­
sign Associat ion is interested in 
al l N a v a l men throughout C a n ­
ada and elsewhere who are or 
have been members of the R o y a l 
Canadian N a v y . The task fac­
ing the body is a huge one but the 
present 500 members are pre­
par ing early in the hope that 
they w i l l be able to cope wi th 
the gigantic task ahead. 

Association F o r m e d 
On the 19th of October, 1937, 

11 ex-Chief Pe t ty Officers met 
a t the L o r d Nelson Hote l in 
Hal i fax, N . S., for the purpose 
of forming an ex-Nava l men's 
association. This meeting was 
proposed by C . P . O . Jack Jenkins 
to Cap ta in Richard H . Oland 
R . C . N . , O . B . E . , since deceased, 
who gave i t his hearty support. 
Letters were sent to ex-Nava l 
men who were known to be in 
the v ic in i ty and the name of 
the association was decided upon. 

A second meeting was called 
on November 2, 1937, and was 
held in the Y . M . C . A . bui ld ing. 
Some 30 ex -Nava l men were 
present at the meeting at which 
the objects of the association 
were confirmed and a set of by­
laws drawn up. Cap ta in Oland 
was elected president, and Lieu t . 
E . A . Thompson, R . C . N , (re­
tired), vice-president. Other 
members of the executive were: 
E x - C . P . O . J . Jenkins, chairman; 
e x - C . P . O . E . G . Johnson, vice-
chai rman; committee, e x - C P . 
O. Copeland, Goodyear, W i l ­
kinson and Skinner, e x - C . P . O . 
W . E . Pounder, sec.-treas. 

Grows Steadily 
Since that meeting i n 1937 

the membership of the Associa­
t ion has grown to more than 500. 
Discharged men have found the 
body more than wi l l ing to help 
them in their problems and suit­
able work has been found for 

GREYHOUNDS AT T H E GATEWAY 

Keeping the sea-lanes clear is the job of the N a v y and speedy sub-chasing motor launches of the Fairmile class are play­
ing an important role in this difficult task. Here we see part of an M . L . flotilla at sea, engaged in scouring perilous sub-
infested waters for enemy undersea craft. Two members of an M . L . gun crew can be seen at action s ta t ions .—R.C.N. 
Photo. 

them in every walk of life. M u c h 
of the work of f i n d i n g employ­
ment was carried out i n co­
operation wi th the Veterans' 
Association Commission, through 
the kindness of the secretary, 
treasurer of that body C o l . L . A . 
M c K e n z i e . The work was also 

The two other chief aims of 
the association are: The preser­
va t ion of N a v a l ident i ty and, 
social activities. The latter have 
been almost completely curtai led 
for the durat ion of the war bu t 
every effort is put forth to keep 
the N a v y and its ex-servicemen 
i n the publ ic eye. 

M e n now serving in the N a v a l 
forces of the Emoi re are eligible 
for membership in the associa­
t ion. Since every man now serv­
ing w i l l probably be a veteran of 
the war in the future i t is the 
intention of the executive com­
mittee of the Whi te Ens ign C lub 
to establish branches in every 
c i ty and town across Canada 
where there are sufficient n u m ­
bers of N a v a l men to warrant 

organizing. Thus a body com­
parable to the Canad ian Legion 
can be formed for N a v y men 
and wi th sufficient interest being 
shown— it wi l l have the power t 
demand proper treatment and 
l i v ing standards for its veteran 
members. 

Unity Essential 

Since the members are far-
sighted enough to realize that 
the only way in which such an 
organization can become effec­
t ively strong is to have complete 
un i ty of personnel of the N a v y , 
i t is proposed that at a later date 
the body w i l l affiliate wi th the 
other ex-Naval men's associa­
tions in Canada or allow them 
to affiliate w i t h the Whi t e E n ­
sign Associat ion, in order that an 
organized, Coast-to-Coast or­
ganization, comprising all bran­
ches of the N a v y , may evolve. 

The Associat ion boasts the 
patronage of the H o n . Angus L . 
Macdona ld , Min i s t e r of Na t iona l 
Defence, N a v y , and V i c e - A d ­
mira l P . W . Nelles, R . C . N . 

Ships' Companies 
Please Note 

There has been a scarcity of 
ship's news i n The Crow's Nest 
for several issues now. This fact 
has been brought to the attention 
of the editors by numbers of 
readers and efforts have been 
made to remedy the situation. 
The shortage st i l l exists, how­
ever, and Commanding Officers 
of vessels are requested to make 
arrangements to have news from 
their vessels sent to the paper 
regularly. The Crow's Nest 
wants news from ships! 

Chief of Staff of the R o y a l 
Canadian N a v y , its Honora ry 
President. 

Meetings are held on the first 
Thursday of each month . 
The executive body of the or­
ganizat ion is composed of ex-
N a v a l men now i n c iv i l i an life 
and officers and men from al l 
three branches of the N a v y . 

The Third 
Tribal 

Canada has sent her rewest 
and best equipped warship into 
service. She is the T r i b a l Des­
troyer, H . M . C . S . " H u r o n , " the 
th i rd of her line in the R o y a l C a n ­
adian N a v y . 

This latest acquisit ion to the 
Canadian N a v y was bui l t i n 
Eng land where they are turn ing 
out destroyers for Canada while 
the Domin ion shipyards bu i ld 
corvettes and trawlers for the 
R o y a l N a v y . This is yet an­
other example of the close co­
operation between Canada and 
the M o t h e r Count ry . E a c h 
turns out whatever class of ship 
she is best able to bui ld and the 
ships go to whoever can make the 
best use of them at the t ime. 

" H u r o n , " l ike her sister ships, 
H . M . C . S . " I roquois" ' and H . M . 
C .S . "A thabaskan" is now en­
gaged wi th a s t r ik ing force of the 
R o y a l N a v y . She is a power­
ful warship and w i l l give a good 
account of herself in whatever 
sphere of action she might be 
employed. 

Everything Perfect 
There was l i t t le ceremony 

when this greyhound of the seas 
was commissioned. E v e r y t h i n g 
was letter perfect and the ex­
amining commander even lost 
the customary penny bets that 
examining officers usually make 
wi th the shipbuilding officials. 
H e failed to find a single door 
locked or any other defect and, 
after he had declared the ship 
okay, there was the shri l l note 
of a boatswain's call and the white 
ensign was broken out on the 
jackstaff. The Tr iba l that here­
tofore had been known merely 
by a number officially had be­
come H . M . C . S . " H u r o n . " 

I t is significant that the ship 
bearing the name " H u r o n " 
should be commanded by a nat­
ive of H u r o n County , Ontario. 
His name is Lieutenant -Com­
mander H . R . Rayner , D . S . C . , 
R . C . N . , and he was born i n 
Cl in ton , H u r o n County , 32 years 
ago. 

B u i l t in the same shipyard 
that spawned her two sister 
ships, " H u r o n " carries even 
greater armament than either 
of these two ships. She bene­
fits by the fact of her hav ing 
been the th i rd in line, since she 
boasts a l l the latest secret gunn­
ery, anti-submarine and some 
devices that w i l l make things 
rather uncomfortable for the 
enemy both on the surface and 
beneath i t . The fourth Canad­
ian Tr iba l , now under construc­
t ion, is H . M . C . S . " H a i d a . " 

Powerful Ship 

Her displacement is about 
2,000 tons. Her gunpower is 
more than double that of the 
R i v e r Class destroyers in the 
Canadian N a v y . She carries 
tw in 4.7 mountings reinforced 
by numerous anti-aircraft weap­
ons. Added to this are torpedo 
tubes and depth charges. She 

Continued on page 10 
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"If Blood be the Price of Admiralty 
Lord God we ha' paid in full." 

— Kipling 
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POST WAR PROTECTION 

The Whi te Ens ign Associat ion of Ha l i fax 
has launched upon an expansion program that 
should be of interest to every member of the 
R o y a l Canadian N a v y . B y means of such an 
organization we, who w i l l one day be N a v a l 
veterans of this war, can gain the strength to 
protect our interests i n a wor ld that w i l l have 
to deal w i th the terrific problem of post-war 
reconstruction. B y means of such an organ­
izat ion we can also do much to protect the i n ­
terests of our own children and the generations 
to come, who, though we pray i t wi l l not be so, 
m a y become involved i n another conflict. 

The Whi t e Ens ign Associat ion, which had 
its beginning i n 1937 and, un t i l the present, 
confined its activities to the Eas t Coast area, 
now sees the need for a coast-to-coast organiza­
t ion and is planning a campaign to increase its 
membership and to set up branches in a l l the 
larger centres across Canada. I t is open to 
a l l N a v a l personnel at present enlisted i n the 
R o y a l Canadian N a v y and presents the oppor-
c u n i t y for N a v y m e n to form a body that can 
number more than 60,000 members. 

I t is hoped that the fact that the organiza­
t ion has had its beginning on the Eas t Coast 
w i l l not cause N a v y m e n i n other sections of 
Canada to be hesitant about joining. The 
Associat ion had to have its start someplace 
and the move toward Dominion-wide member­
ship is not coming any too soon. There is a 
lot of groundwork to be done before the day 
when V i c t o r y is ours and the Associat ion w i l l 
be presented wi th a gargantuan task. 

The members of the Whi te Ensign Associa­
t ion are not being over-zealous in their program 
for they have clearly stated that i t is their a im, 
to affiliate w i th other N a v a l organizations i n 
Canada or have others affiliate w i t h them. 
Such an atti tude can only mean that those who 
are members of the organization are pr imar i ly 
interested in the welfare of the Service as a 
whole. 

The Associat ion has had an enviable record 
i n the Hal i fax area and the benefits derived 
from i t by N a v y m e n i n this area can be mul t i ­
pl ied several times if the members of the R o y a l 
Canadian N a v y w i l l band together for the 
future protection of their country and them­
selves. 

JUSTIFIED EXISTENCE 

Al though most persons easily realize the 
importance of "Service newspapers" to the 
men and women of the A r m e d Services today, 
there are s t i l l those who feel that the publishing 
of such papers is a waste both of manpower and 
materials. The purpose of The Crow's Nest 
and its value to the Service has been questioned 
many times and we have no doubt that pub­
lishers of other Service papers have met w i th 
the same queries. 

The answer is quite clear and logical . When 
one joins the Service home ties are broken and 
a new life has begun. The man or woman who 
puts on a uniform has to make new friends, 
take up new interests and learn to understand 
as ful ly as possible the workings of the organ­
izat ion of which he has become a part. 

In the N a v y , personnel is always on the move. 
Today a man or woman is i n one ship or esta­
bl ishment and tomorrow he or she m a y be 
drafted to another, miles away. The friends 
made at each station cannot a l l be writ ten 
personal letters and yet, many of these friend­
ships are of a type which one wishes to last. 
Thus the Service paper serves one of its pur­
poses. Just as the home-town newspaper 
keeps us informed of the activit ies of those 
whom we know "back home", so does the Ser­

vice paper keep us informed of the activities 
of our friends i n uniform. 

D u r i n g war-time each man can not be given 
a course i n every department of the Service, 
much as he might l ike to know more of what 
takes place in some other branch. Hi s Service 
newspaper can give him sufficient insight into 
the other department that he has an under­
standing of i t and his curiosity and interest are, 
to some degree, at least, satisfied. The news­
paper can act as an instructor and give more 
detail to those things about the Service which 
cannot be dealt wi th extensively in classes, but 
which do create more interest in the organiza­
t ion for the ind iv idua l . 

One of the most important values of the 
Service newspaper is the fact that i t provides 
a medium of self-expression for the officers and 
men. D u r i n g wart ime Service discipline de­
mands a great deal of restraint. Censorship 
regulations are such that men must speak and 
write guardedly. Complaints and suggestions 
must be made through official channels and 
there are many times when these are left un ­
acted upon b cause of the trouble of going 
through the proper formalities. The Service 
m a n can write to his paper, however, and draw 
attention to his cause in this way. The value 
of Service papers has been recognized in this 
war more than i n any other by the authorities 
i n charge of the various fighting forces. In 
most cases the best of equipment has been put 
at the disposal of those who are to operate the 
newspaper and in some cases, such as in the 
case of " Y a n k " , the well known organ of the 
Uni ted States A r m e d Forces, some of the best 
known newspapermen i n the country have been 
drafted to the newspaper's staff. Of such import­
ance is the Service paper considered in the 
B r i t i s h ! A r m y that the victorious E i g h t h A r m y 
carried _ w i th i t a complete publishing plant 
during its Afr ican campaign. 

G i v e n the proper tools w i th which to work 
and sufficient backing by competent authori ty , 
a newspaper can be a tremendous help to its 
Service, both i n recrui t ing new men and i n 
keeping up the morale and aggressiveness of a l l 
members of the Service. 

T H E EUROPEAN FORTRESS 

STRATEGY FOR PEACE 

By Rev. Wi l l i am Hil ls , R . C . N . 

The greatest danger to the " w i l l to w i n " of 
the A l l i e d Nat ions is sent imental i ty . Al ready 
the propaganda mil ls of the enemy indicate 
that an a t tempt w i l l be made to make us accept 
the doctrine of the scape-goat, to make us say 
" i f only we could get M u s s o l i n i and H i t l e r out 
of the way, everything w i l l be a l r ight . " B u t , 
Muf.sol ini has gone and everything is not a l ­
r ight . Badoglio s t i l l supports the principles of 
fascism although some of the s t ru t t i ngs l and 
the trappings have gone. There have even 
been murmurs about the personal future of 
A d o l f Hi t l e r . L e t us remember again that we 
are not fighting against H i t l e r or M u s s o l i n i , 
bu t against the systems behind them and the 
philosophies which sustain them. These are 
the things which must be obli terated. 

German philosophy has, w i th in our life t ime 
twice plunged the wor ld into b loody war. W h y ? 
Because the German believes that war itself 
is the highest t r ibunal of justice. Peace to 
h i m is merely an armistice between two wars. 
T h a t is w h y we won the war of 1914-18 but lost 
the peace. Instead of creating a new order­
liness, we sl ipped into an era of bath-tub gin 
and complacency. This was an era which saw 
women's clubs decrying even the B o y Scouts 
for their " m i l i t a r i s m . " Th i s was an era of lush 
sent imental i ty which overlooked the fact that 
the campaign for peace needed a dynamism and 
a supreme board of strategy just as much as the 
prosecution of a successful war. 

A s a Chr is t ian , one thing, of course, is clear 
to us. Whatever our views m a y be w i t h respect 
to the specific plans for peace, if that peace is to 
be real ly just and enduring i t must be based and 
rooted upon Chr i s t i an principles, and par t icu l ­
ar ly upon the doctrine that there is, and can be, 
a brotherhood of free men under G o d . This 
peace must be a peace of ordered l iber ty, not 
one of slavery and subjection. I t must reach 
down into every section of society. I t must be 
a peace which w i l l be characterized b y a cont in­
uous process for the achievement of freedom, jus­
tice, progress and security for the whole wor ld . 
I t must be a peace bu i l t upon rel igion and not 
upon sentiment. I t must have i n i t the fai th 
and the courage of M a r t i n Niemol ler , who i n his 
last sermon before his imprisonment in a Ger­
man concentrat ion camp declared: " N o more 
are we ready to keep silence at man's behest 
when G o d commands us to speak. F o r i t is, 
and must remain the case, that we must obey 
G o d rather than m a n . " T o know what we are 
fighting for is just as impor tan t as to know 
what we are fighting against. 

ACROSS OUR B O W S 
Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the editor may be accompanied by a fictitious pen-name 
to be used in publication of the letter but, the true name of the author 
must be submitted before the opinion will b» published No guarantee 
is given that any letter will be published. The name of the author of 
any letter will not be divmged to anyone olh^r than the editors. Opin­
ions expressed here do not necessarily refl.ee' the views of the publishers. 

Saved Bother 
Dear Sir : 

Please find enclosed my dollar for a 
year's subscription to the old Crow"s 
Nest. For some time now I have been 
sending i t home as my mother enjoys 
i t very much. I t started to get tire­
some going to the canteen for the paper 
and then wrapping it to send away, 
so here is my subscription. 

Keep up the good work. 
John Potts, 
H M C S "Cornwall is", 
Deep Brook, N . S. 

P . S .—By the way, does Jenny 
Wren happen to wear glasses? 

Crow's Nest for Naval news. We 
believe that we are the only ship in 
this outfit whose mascot has had pups. 

Sincerely yours, 
The Crew, ^ 
H M C S "Matapedia" , 

Jenny doesn't wear glasses during the 
day, John, and we stay in at nights, 
so—we wouldn't know about her non-
working hours.—Ed. 

Swell 
Dear Sir: 

While home on leave all the July 
issue of The Crow's Nest was sold 
here and only by the merest chance 
was I able to find one to read. I en­
joy the paper so much I want to guard 
against the same thing happening 
again. 

Enclosed please find $2.00 for one 
year's subscription for myself and for 
my mother. Not having come from a 
N a v y town or f i rmly , I feel that The 
Crow's Nest wil l help her to under­
stand and appreciate the new work 
I have undertaken. 

Yours sincerely, 
L / W r e n Dorothy I . Colpitts, 
H M C S "Conestoga" 
Gait, Ont. 

o 

The Birth At Sea 
Dear Sir: 

Being readers of The Crow's 
Nest, we are now able to send you a 
story known as the B i r th A t Sea, or 
Ship's B i r th . In our ship H M C S 
"Matapedia" , we have had a mascot 
by the name of M i r k . For some time 
we have been waiting for the great 
event which has at last arrived. To­
day at 1300 our mascot gave bir th to 
pups. 

ff you are interested in mentioning 
this i n The Crow's Nest we, the crew 
of "Matapedia" wil l be very grateful. 
We do place our interest in The 

We can't vouch for ycur claim to a 
record but it 's an interesting story 
anyway and The Crow's Nest is 
grateful for your interest and kindly 
remarks.—Ed. 

An Understanding Wife 
Dear Sir: 

Enclosed you wil l find two poems 
which I am forwarding to you in the 
hope that they wil l be published in a 
coming edition of your very much 
read paper, The Crow's Nest. ^ 

These poems were written by my 
wife since I've been in the N a v y and 
from the comments and praise I re­
ceive for them aboard ship here, I 
thought they would pass judgment 
with you and earn a little corner some­
where in your paper. Thanking you 
in advance I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
D . J . Moynahan, A . B . , 
H M C S 1028, 

Sorry that space does not permit the 
printing of both of these poems. The 
fact that both were not used is not 
because quality was lacking in either 
of them. " D i t t y Bags" carries a 
plea which all sailors wil l appreciate.— 
E d . 

Ditty Bags 

Sing a song of dit ty bags, 
Of daily "Tots" of rum; 
Of uniforms of navy blue 
A n d leaves that are to come. 

Sing a song of "being adrift". 
Of foreign ports and "runs", 
Sing a song of icy decks 
A n d blazing six inch guns! 

Sing a song of ensigns 
Blue and red and white, 
Sing a song of sailor men 
On duty watch tonight. 

Sing a song of letters 
To cheer the guys in blue, 
K n i t sweaters, socks and send a box, 
It 's the least that we can do! 


