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Ensi
nsign

Ships of Canada’s tiny “black
ensign” minesweeping fleet—
riding high with pride— churn
in and out of harbor these days
bearing their own special marks
of distinction—a tribute to their

victory over Germany’s attempt
to bottle up shipping in Halifax

with high-explosive mines. I

The full story of how the
enemy’s minesweeping offensive
off Canada’s-eastern coast was
frustrated by the gallant. and

efficient work cf Navy mine-|:

sweepers has been revealed by
Navy Minister Macdonald. '~
These marks of distincticn are
Mine Destruction Insignia con-
spicuously painted on the ships

in the. form of bars, chevrons|

and stars signifying the number

of mines destroyed by. each in-|.

dividual ship and flotilla. They
are in- different colors, some
meaning the ship got a certain
number by themselves, others
meaning ‘they assisted in the
destruction of a certain number.

“The largest number destroy-
ed by any one ship totalled 18,”
an official said, ‘““and they’re
the proudest ship in the whole
Navy. They didn’t waste any
time in chalking up their score
on their funnel.
came pretty close to beating
them and it was stiff competition
all the way. through.”

“I’d like to say a word about
the officers and.men,” said Lt.-
Cdr. R. M. Barkhouse, RCNR,
Halifax Port Minesweeping
Officer. “From seaman to C.O.
they were wonderful. For two
weeks they kept going at 20
hours a day, and there wasn’t
a single defaulter. The more
they swept the more they wanted
to, and I didn’t hear a single
grumble.”

A veteran minesweeper, Lt.-
Cdr. Barkhouse himself went
to sea during the first three
sleepless days and personally
directed the operations -of his
fleet. In the last war, he sailed
the first Canadian drifter sweeper
to Gibraltar and put her to
work. :

ASSOCIATION GROWS

The White Ensign Association is
growing rapidly, it was disclosed at
the September meeting of the Naval
veterans’ group, by Secretary W. E.
Pounder. As a result of a member-
ship drive put on recently, when it
was decided to admit all members
throughout Canada who are or have
been members of the Royal Canadian
Navy, large numbers have sent in
applications for membership. At
score of new applications will come
before the members at the October
meeting.

Nominations for officers will also
be received at this meeting and elec-
tions will be held at the annual meet-
ing in November. Meetings are held
in the Torpedo School, in Halifax,
on the first Thursday of each month.
. In connection with a lengthy dis-
cussion regarding expansion of the

Other ships |-

MR. ENGLAND SAYS GOODBYE

) In true Naval fashion Prime Minister Winston Churchill salutes as he steps aboard the British warship that took
him back-to England fcllowing his historic visit to Canada last month. Accompanying him is a Royal Navy Com-
mander from the ship. RCN Photo.

by L/Wtr. J. A. Tapp

As the stage extravaganza ‘“Meet
the Navy’’ continues its triumphant
tour across the country many eyes
may read the modest remarks on the
posters and programs, “Produced by
the Directorate of Special Services,
probably very few of us were much
the wiser, as the work of this depart-
ment gets but little publicity.

Association and the setting up of
branches throughout Canada, the Sec-
retary said he had received a letter
from the Minister of National Defence
for Naval Affairs, who is the patron
of the Association, endorsing the
group’s move to make it a nation
—wide organization.

This ubiquitous organization, with
its head offices, in Ottawa, and with
Captain J. P. Connolly at its helm,
might well be termed ‘“The Morale
Dept.” of the Royal Canadian Navy.
It is charged with the mighty task of
keeping up the morale of the men at
sea by providing ccmforts,recreation
and entertainment facilities wherever
they may be serving. The map of the
world that covers a wall in the Cap-
tain‘s office is spotted generously with
coloured pins where his representatives
are covering points far and near at
which men of the Canadian Navy are
at work.

Only One Item

Although “Meet the Navy” is with-

out a doubt proving itself to be one

_Back Stage With “Meet The Na'vy”‘

of the biggest items on the current
schedule, it is only one of the hundreds
of enterprises originating in this direct-
orate. Moving pictures and other forms
of entertainment must be arranged for
and many new ships which come down
the ways have to be adopted by some
organization to ensure that the men
who sail them will not be forgotten
sailors. A Special Service officer will
interview the heads of various charit-
able groups and church societies until
a sponsor is found for the new ship.
The requirements of the ship in
question are then ascertained and the
information is in turn passed on to the
sponsor. This is not a negligible item,
as the wants of a sailor serving in a
torrid zone would necessarily be some-

.|moment has none.

Mascots
At Sea

It has long been upheld that
man’s best friend is his dog.
Strangely enough, the rule seems
to have been upheld even at
sea, although Fido shares his
important position with Tabby
in many cases. A sailor’s pride
in his ship’s mascot seems to be
only second to his pride in the
ship, itself. oo :

Within recent months - con-
siderable correspondence has ar-
rived on the editor’s desk, deal-
ing with the matter- of ship’s
mascots and particularly their
ability to take on parental re-
spongibility, together with all
their other sea duties, such as
barking at passing ships, making
rounds and keeping watch.

Some ships have hard luck
with ' their mascots; such’ as
HMCS Chicoutimi. That ship
has had three mascots and at the
The first
dog was poisoned, the second
one was rustled by a ship along-
side Chicoutimi, in port, and
the third one’s fate is a mystery.

“Chic’’ Lost At Sea

The last mascot’s name was
“Chie” and this loveable beast
was one whose origin (racial)
was as much a mystery as was
his ending. The ship was put-
ting in at Sydney harbour, one
day when it was noticed that
“Chic” was not on deck, ready
to make his presence apparent
to the rest of the worid. He
had been seen shortly before
but a thorough search by officers
and men, alike, failed to locate
him. His fate is just put down
as ‘“‘missing at sea.”

HMCS Dauphin, until re-
cently, had acatnamed “Bandy.”
“Bandy’” was a survivor of a
merchant ship that had been
lost and he seemed quite con-
tent with his new Canadian
warship until she put in at
Dartmouth, N. S. The ecat
went on leave for a week while
repairs were being made to the
ship but was adrift upon return
and got a draft to a tug there.

Continued on page 12

B-R-R-R-R-R!

S/Lt. K. D. Fenwick, RCNR, of HMCS Oakville, said he was looking
over some pictures the other day when he came across these and realized that !
The picture at the left shows what happened

winter is really rolling aleng.

to the gun on a Dutch freighter after she had been out in a bit of weather.
At the right, a sailor, starts out to stand a watch, prepared to have as much

comfort as possible on the job.

“Gee, maw, get out those knitting needles.”

what different from the heavy woolens
which are so welcomed by the crews
on duty on the bleak North Atlantic
patrols.

Care for Many

And so this important business goes
on. Christmas parties are to be arrang-
ed for sailors thousands of miles from
their homes in Canada. A new ship is
being launched! A name must be given
it and a suitable dedication afforded--
a Corvette captain wants a vietrola
for his men--ratings on a destroyer
want reading matter--sports equipment
is urgently needed at some far-off
base.

The clamour never dies and the needs
never cease but ‘‘Special Services”
are on deck and soon the articles are
obtained and sent on their way. And
although few are fully aware of even
its existence the vital work of the
directorate continues to assist in the
production of one of the Canadian
Navy’s most effective weapons against
the enemy--Morale.
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"If Blood be the Price of Admiralty
Lord God we ha' paid in full."
— Kipling
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SALUTE TO THE ARMY

THE CROW'S NEST

Hood—Gunfire

Prince of Wales—Torpedoed (aerial)

Repulse—Torpedoed (aerial)
Aircraft-Carriers

Courageous—Torpedoed (submarine)
Ark Royal—Torpedoed (submarine)
Glorious—Gunfire.

Thus, in every case of the loss of a British
capital ship or aircraft-carrier in this war the
gun or torpedo played its part, even in the
destruction of the Prince of Wale& and Repulse
in the South China Sea. Bombs were used
and took effect, but the deadly strokes were
administered by torpedoes.

And let us not forget that in this recent
desperate fighting at the Salerno bridgehead in
Italy, British capital ships drew in to within a
mile of the shore to hurl their great shells into
the German positions.

We must keep these facts in mind as we
consider Canada's naval position, now and
when this war is ended.

Today we have a Canadian Navy worthy
of the name. It will grow steadily: and when
this war is over we' shall not be going back to
the conditions which existed when this war
began. We dare not.

When the First Great War broke out Can-
ada had very little in the way of a navy, just a

OCTOBER

ACROSS OUR BOWS

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the editor may be accompanied by a fictitious pen-name
to be used in publication of the letter but, the true name of the author
must be submitted before the opinion will be published No guarantee
is given that any letter will be published The name of the author of
any letter will not be divmged to anyone other than the editors. Opin-

With the capitulation of Italy and the
overwhelming success of the Sicilian Campaign
has come one of the first opportunities the men
of the Army have had to share in the glories

couple of obsolete cruisers—the Niobe on the
Atlantic, 11,000 tons, carrying an utterly in-
adequate battery of 6-inch guns that were
obsolete as the ship herself; and the Rainbow

of this war. For four years our brothers in the
Air Force and the men of the Navy have been
sharing public acclaim for their deeds. The
deeds were worthy of acclaim and we are proud
of our heroes, but this month The Crow's Nest
takes pleasure in paying tribute to the Army.

The sons of the men who fought on the
Somme, at Ypres, at Passchendaele and all
the other great battles of the last war, have
proven themselves, truly, their father's sons.
They have proven themselves fighters and con-
querers. The Army's part has only just begun
but the start is a promising one, indeed.

At any time now the real invasion of
Europe may begin and when it does the forces
that have been termed "the projectile to be fired
by the Navy" will be the forces that will lib-
erate the down-trodden and imprisoned people
of the continent. These, too, are the men who
must face the aggresser on his own soil - where
he will fight hardest! The Army will be the
weapon to finally force the gate weakened and
battered by the other services, that leads the
way to Freedom.

Like the other branches of the Services
the men of the Army have also received their
share of criticism and scorn for their conduct
in districts where they have been camped.
Every now and then one of them acts unwisely
and discredits his Service by some thoughtless
or ill-advised act - and the public is shocked
and critical. It is hoped, that when these men
return to their homes, they will be remembered,
not as those who broke a few laws and shocked
a few citizens, but rather, as the men who
carried the burning fight to the enemy in a
determined effort to preserve the laws and
freedoms that make their country worth fight-
ing for.

THE NAVY'S PART

(from the Halifax Herald)

"The naval part is the thread that runs through the
whole woof, the burden of the song, the scope of the
text."

That was written while the wood was still
growing for Nelson's Victory, but age has not
destroyed the fundamental truth ofit. For,in
this, the greatest of all wars, the war in which
the surface craft was to be "swept from the
seas" by the airplane, mastery of the seas by
surface craft remains a dominant factor in the
whole global situation.

Today, as in the days of Sir Edward Grey,
the Army isstill a "projectile to be fired by the
Navy" ... .and without the Navy, that "pro-
jectile” could not be fired at all.

Looking back four years to the out-
break of this conflict, we begin to understand
how groundless were our misgivings about the
effectiveness of surface ships. (But, students
of warfare will recall an event in the early
months of this war: how a number of British
ships of war steaming in company were attack-
ed by enemy aircraft in the North Sea—and
came through unscathed. That was, indeed,
significant.)

And now, with this conflict more than
four years old, we realize that the surface ship
is not "easy prey" for bombing aircraft, pro-
vided the ship's manceuverability isnotreduced
in narrow waters. Look, for proof, to the
record of British heavy ships lost in this war:

Capital Ships
Royal Oak—Torpedoed (submarine)
Barham—Torpedoed (submarine)

on the Pacific, 3,600 tons, carrying two 6-inch
guns and six 4.7's. While the Rainbow was
ready for sea at the outbreak of war on August
4, the Niobe was "ina state of complete help-
lessness"” and it was not until September 1
that she was in commission (and that after a
really good job of work). We turn again to
the historical record marking the end of 1914~
1918:

At the close of hostilities the vessls under the
control of the Department of Naval Services of
Canada were as follows: On the Pacific; H.M.C.S.
Rainbow, depot and training cruiser; H.M.S.Al-
gerine, sloop; auxiliary patrol vessels Malaspina
and Galiano; and several motor launches for harbor
patrol work. On the Atlantic: H.M.C.S. Niobe,
depot and training cruiser; H.M.C.S. Shearwater,
submarine depot ship; two submarines; H.M . C.S.
Grilse, torpedo-boat destroyer; H. M .C. S. Tuna,
torpedo boat; eight auxiliary patrol vessels; 60 arm-
ed trawlers; 80 armed drifters; 11 armed mine-sweep-
ers and tugs; and a large flotilla of motor launches
for coastal patrol and harbor duties.

As Canadians, we started this war with
15 ships and a personnel, all ranks, of 1,700.
Today the Canadian Navy is operating more
than 550ships (including a respectable number
of destroyers) and has a strength of upwards
of 70,000, all ranks.

The other day we launched in this port
the first destroyer (and the largest warship)
yet to be constructed in Canada. Shall we
not look forward to the construction of ever
heavier warships in Canadian shipyards?

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

After waiting for four years for some real
excitement that was "right up their alley”
the minesweepers got it, in one large dose.
The way inwhich the job of locating the mines
and disposing of them was carried out, isworthy
of the highest praise.

The attempted blockade of Halifax and
the complete destruction of the plan has brought
a number of things to the fore and enough em-
phasis cannot be placed on any one of them.

The attempt to blockade Halifax harbour,
one of the most important to the Allied cause
at the present moment when the United Nations
stand ready to administer the death blow to the
enemy— should be sufficient proof to all these
who would sit placidly by, glorying in the
safety of this continent and even taking the
isolationist viewpoint, that Canada and this
continent are very much in this war and in a
vulnerable position— too.

The smashing of the blockade should also
bring forth the realization that the continual
patrol of coastal waters is one of the most
necessary, and possibly the most important
part of the whole scheme of coastal defence.
Minesweepers and their death-defying crews
are essential to the successful operation of the
war.

The cleaning up of the minefield proves
that the Navy is "on its toes,” for it was only
because of the constant vigilance of the fleet
that the mines were detected and it was be-
cause of the foresight of those in charge of
minesweeping that the Navy wasready to deal
quickly and efficiently with the "surprise."”
It is to be remembered, too, that there were
men onshore who, while they were not required
to risk their lives inthe actual work, had much
to do in engineering the job and who would
have had to bear the brunt of criticism had the
enemy been successful in any measure, what-
soever.

ions expressed here do not necessarily reflec' the views of the publishers.

The Greatest Dollar's Worth
Dear Sir:

Here enclosed, and pronto, is
my lowly "pieces of eight” and |
might state at this time that it's the
greatest dollar's worth 1| have ever
received. The old Crow's Nest is tops
with me and my good crew here and
some of the hands are subscribers
while others are buyers of the paper
in local stores.

Best of luck always and smooth
sailing. Does mymother, a real Navy
fan, ever like The Crow's Nest - wow!

Cheerio and blast the Axis

P. O.Al. Oxner,

Naval Control Boarding Parties,

Halifax, N . S.
The Easier Way
Dear Sir:
I have been reading The Crow's

Nest for some time and have found
many articles of lasting interest. |
have sent the paper on home after
reading it and have decided to ask
you to send it on to my mother and
father for one year. Many thinks
and keep up the good work.

Yours sincerely,

A. E. Collins,

H.M.C.S. "Cornwallis,"

Cornwallis, N . S.

Good Idea!
Dear Sir:

I have read it (The Crow's Nest)
often and find it very interesting as
my husband is in the Navy. Trying
to think of a suitable birthday gift
for my husband's dad, we finally
decided to send for ayear's subscription
to The Crow's Nest to send himas he
already has three sons in the Navy.
He enjoys reading any material about
the Service, especially since all his
sons are on the East Coast.

Thanking you, | remain,

Yours sincerely,
Mrs. A.W.,
Dighy, N. S.

Proud Puppa
Dear Sir:

Regarding the claim of H.M.C.S.
"Matapedia” that their mascot was
first to have a litter of pups at sea
(September Crow's Nest), we think
it only fair to put in a word for the
"Lachine.” Her mascot has already
presented the crew with two litters.
We enjoy every issue of The Crow's
Nest, especially the banter in "Across

Our Bows." Keep up the good work.
Sincerely,
P. A. Sawyer,Sig.,
H.M.C.S. "Cobalt"
Thanks for the information. If

everyone would do as you have done
and make use of this column, which
belongs to the readers, it would grow
a lot more interesting.—Ed.

Hey, Mr. Noah!
Dear Sir:
Have just finished reading your

September issue of The Crow's Next
and enjoyed it very much, but |
feel 1 must write you concerning a
letter which appeared in your column
"Across Our Bows." A letter from
H.M.C.S. "Matapedia" states that
their mascot is the only one in the
Navy to give birth, at sea, to pups.
Our former mascot, a dog by the name
of "Queenie," gave birth at sea, to
five pups on the night of Feb. 3, 1942.
The pups were taken ashore andgiven
fine homes. Queenie later went adrift
and we have not seen her since. Still
later we had a cat by the name of
Wilbur, who gave birth to three
kittens, two of which died right after
birth. Theremainingkitten, "Bungy"’
is still alive and Kkicking.

Wishing you continued success with

your paper, | am,
Yours truly,
Chas. Williams, Sig.,
H.M.C.S. "Melville."

Apparently "Melville" has a homey
atmosphere. However, we think it
must be embarrassing for "Wilbur"
to have his (her) secret divulged
publicly like this.—Ed.

Another
Dear Sir-

I was reading The Crow's Nest
today and whilst interested in your
correspondence | came across the
letter from the crew of "Matapedia”.
They laid claim to the fact that their
mascot was the first to have pups at
sea. | am afraid they are about 10
months too late with their claim.
The honor belongs to my former
ship, H.M.C.S- "Wetaskiwin".
Our mascot "Queenie" gave birth
to pups last December in mid-Atlantic
during one of the worst storms ever
experienced.

Let's see if anyone can beat that
Yours sincerely,
Eric S. Mitchell, A.B.,
'A' Block, H.M.C.S."Avalon"
St. John's, Newfoundland.

Challenge

We presume poor was

as sick as a dog.—Ed.

"Queenie"

Eeeps Each Edition

Dear Sir-

I have been receiving The Crow's
Nest for several months now and
like itvery much. | have been in St.
John's, Newfoundland, visiting my

husband, who is in the Navy, and
on returning, found my June issue
missing. Could you possibly send

me one as | would like to keep each
edition.

To me The Crow's Nest is very
interesting, especially after seeing
a Navy town and recognizing many
names.

Thanking vyou,
Mrs. R. E. MacKenzie,
Toronto, Ont.



