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o A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

It is my privilidge and pleasure to
express, in this Christmas time issue of
Northern Light, my warm good wishes for
a Happy Christmas and good New Year to
all our readers and members of the North
Russia Club.

It has been a stirring year in the ' L Y/

Club’s affairs to be followed, I hope, by
an equally active one in 1987.
My personal regards to you all.

Lj:]\\ “ President

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

May I, on behalf of my wife and
myself wish you all a very Happy
Christmas and Health and Happiness for
1987, For our Club, may we continue to
enjoy the good feeling and fellowship
that we have experienced over these last
two years.

We of the North Russia Club have
something special, let's keep it that

way.

My regards to you and your families
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Y Q UR L ETTETRS

First, one from Canada
to our Chairman:
Dear Denis,

Will you please convey
to our new found friends
in the North Russia Club,
our sincere thanks for a
very enjoyable evening on
July 19,1986, ?

My wife ani I appreciate you welcoming us
so openly ani I am honoured to now be a member
of such a great group,

As chairman of H.M.C.S. Nene's Club I speak
for the whole crew when I say we'd be happy to
assist anyone coming to Canada for a visit,

Again, many thanks for your kindness and
we'll be sending information for your newsletter
from time to time,

Yours truly,

Al Turner,

One from the Treasurers

Once again, thanks to our Secretary Chris
Tye we all enjoyed our Second Annual Dinner &
Reunion, which according to the various members
spoken to on the following morning, had been a
great success, L :

I am honoured at being appointed treasurer
which has taken some of the work load off Chris,
May I thank all who participated in the
Raffle, as a result the club funds are better

off by £86,

Would you please note that all cheques and
Postal Orders sent for various reasons should be
male payable to 'NORTH RUSSIA CLUB!

Best Wishes,

Eric Rathbone,

And from the Raffle Bosun:
Could you please thank all of those who
donated prizes for the Reunion Raffle, specially

Arthur Goldsmith, Ron Phelps, EBEric Rathbone, Bill

Gleeson, George King, Peggy Squires and my wife

Holly's continued/over
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Your 'Up Spirits' tot ilea was a marvellous
ilea @ick, I'm gsure all the 'lads' enjoyed it
and hopefully brought back pleasant memories,
It helped make our Special Night a great
success,

Cheerio maﬂ;e,)on Bage

Now excerpts from three letters from Cyril

Elles of Bromley to our secretary regariing the

wearing of the Commemorative Melal,

"eeossfrom Buckingham Palace my enquiries
lel me eventually to the Protocol Department at
the Foreign Office., These are the people who
advigse the Queen on Foreign ildlecorations. We are,
officially, not allowed to wear it, not because
it is Russian but because meilals awarded more
than 5 years after the event io not receive
authorisation..e...they may be accepted, as a
memento, Although our medal commemorates the
40th Anniversary of the end of the war, the
British ruling is that the War is the event, no!
the Anniversaryseeseeeeoeas far as 1L am concerned
if there is a pin on the ribbon I shall wear
mine at any local 'do' where meials are worn an
to the devil with Protocol, But, if I should
ever be invited to a big function, then I think,
discretion would be commonsense, After all, if
the Queen finds out I'd lose my chance of an
invitation to a Garden Party at the Palace ani
might get 10 days in the Tower instead,
Editor's comment: I understand from a friend th
some Army veterans received a similar medal fro:
the Spanish Government commemorating the Civil
War, with similar restrictions. They wear the
medal at reunionsg of their local association bu!
not on parades such as Armistice Jay. I think w:
could adopt the "win 'em and wear 'em" policy
and at least wear them at N,R.,C, reunions,

Your views on this topic please, members,

From George Harman of Wimbledon:

"Firstly, a big Thank You to Chris for the
prompt attention in making me (an ex-Royal
Artillery gunner) a member of N,R,C,"

We hope to use excerpts from your rough log-

3




-book of your trip to Murmansk, and from the
Maritime R.A. Memento in a future Northern
Light.(Editor)

From Harry Ingle of Ulverston:

Deax Ealtoed, went to the funeral of a very good
friend on Friday, Bill Daley was the originator
of "HMS Edinburgh Survivors Association", 21
years ago, to commemorate the sinking of our
ship on 2nd May, 1942, on Russian Convoy.Every
year he and his wife Joan, who died 3 years ago,
held a reunion on the nearest weekend to the 2nd
MaYessooeosesBach year Joan made a collection on
behalf of the Royal Hammersmith Heart Care Unit
Hospital in London, who now have a ward named
EMS Edinburgh with plaques over every bed in our
honour, As Hon,.,Sec,, Bill, with Joan, worked his
heart out for us all, only fading with a broken
heart after Joan died,.He was a big man in every
BENBReocsossseesd Worthy upholder of the Royal
Navy's traditions of being the world's best and
most efficient Seamen,

As our members grew older, most of them are now
70 or over, and found it hard to travel, the
Plymouth and Southern members started a Southern
Branch of our Association, with Arthur Start as
the Hon.Sec., who will now take over the main
duties of our Annual Reunion,

In closing, when Bill Daly "requested the
pleasure of our company" it always was a
pleasure to meet a brave and gallant shipmate -
he will be sorely missed by all who knew and

met him,

In memory of that great comradeship I will be
proud to accept the Gold Medal from the Soviet

AmbassadoTep 0 a2 gad shipmate and very
ordinary signalman,
Harry Ingle,

From Bob Morris of Cardiff:

Yow sir, to stir up a little niggle amongst our
members, 1 wish to point out that HMS Onslow
‘(Capt.D 17) completed 21 convoys to and from the

continued on Eage13/
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A PRESS CUTTING FROM THE "EMPIRE NEWS"
Sunday, March 14th 1943

MATCHLES3 IS HER NAME

This is the story of a destroyer's
first year at sea - a story of daring,
endurance ani achievement,

One, of the new 'M! Class destroyers,
she was commissioned in February 1942,
and since then she has escorted three
Russian Convoys and one Malta Convoys
acted as a screen to units of the Home
Fleet; fought Italian cruisers and dest-

. royers in the Mediterraneanj picked up

more than 200 survivors and survived 269
air-raids in Malta,

So quickly iid she move from base
to base that for three months mail for

her ship's company failed to catch up
with her,

As soon as she was ready for war
she was ordered to escort a convoy to
Russia, It was in this convoy that she
had her first taste of air-attack.

When a cruiser was sunk by enemy
action while on convoy duties in Arctio
waters it was this destroyer which took
off 200 survivors., For five days the
destroyer had on board more survivors
than the number of her own crew; 40 off=-
icers were quartered in the wardroom but
throughout the passage she managed to
give everyone hot meals. During this
operation 10 out of 15 dive-bombing
attacks were directed at her.

All within the same month she was
steaming in the icy Arctic and sweltering
in the sun of the Mediterranean. She was

in the famous June convoy to Malta in
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which two Italian cruisers and five
destroyers appeared., For an hour she
helped engage the enemy, attacking an
Italian destroyer until the enemy scur-
ried out of range, and then shifted
target to a cruiser until she ran into
a smoke-screen,

"We could hear the cruiser's shells
going over us and see the splashes from
shots falling short™ said one of the
destroyer's officers, "There were attacks
in plenty. I saw an enormous silver bomb
whizz across in front of the bridge, it
missed the ship and all we got was a
splinter through the hull

By the time she had returned to home
waters anl been Jirected to escort duties
with more Russian Convoys the Lieut-Comm-
andler J. Mowlam R.N, was wearing the ribbon

of the D.,S.0, for his work in the Mediter-
ranean’,

In a 70 mepesh, gale not so long ago,
the destroyer's motor boat was washed clean
over the guard rails. For 24 hours no one
could go on deck, Heavy seas dented the
armour plating on a gun shield and tore off
a hatch cover, "It was the worst gale I've
been in" gsaid an officer, who had been in
three ships since the beginning of the war,
"We were escorting a 10,000 ton merchant
ship and in those seas she looked like a
small coaster™ The merchant ship could not
cope with the weather and both ships
returned to harbvour,

Newspaper cutting supplied by John Horton,
(ex MATCHLESS)

Editor's note: Matchless went on to become
a veteran of the Kola Run and to play a
prominent part in the Battle of North Cape.
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L AUGH OF THE
MONTH.

The dairy iniustry was not
without humour during the
wartime rationing days. Here
are a few examples of the
notes left for the milkman
or gsent to the dairy,

"I have posted the form by mistake before
my child was properly filled in"

"Please send me form for supply of milk
for having children at reiuced prices"

"Please sgsend me cheap milk as I am
.expecting mother"

"I have a baby 12 months old thanking you
for same"

"I have a baby two months o0ld fed on cows
and another chilad"

"Please send me form for cheap milk, I
have a baby 3 months o0ld and did not know
anything about it until a friend told me"

"Sorry to be so long filling in the form
but I have been in bed for two weeks and
did not know it was running out until the
milkman toll me"

"This is my sixth child. What are you
going to do about it?"

"Please leave an extra pint, Pay you
tomorrow, in bed"

"I've just had a baby, please leave me
another one each day"

"I'm sorry about the dog bite, but he'll
get to know you after a few months, like
he got to know the poor gas-man"







