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O A MESSAGE FAOU OUR PNESIDENT

It ls my privllld.ge and pleasure to
expreag, In thls Chrlstmas time issue of
Northern Light, tny warn good wlshes for
a Happy Chrlstmas and good. Ner Iear to
al1 our readers and members of the l[orth
Russla Club.

0D

It has been a stlmlng year ln the ,l r"

Club's a.ffa&rs to be followed., I hope, by
an equal-ly aetlve one In L997,

My personal regard.s to you all.
,
'ii,1-lllo^- L

hesldent

A }MSSAOE FNOM THE CHATRMAN

May I, on bhalf of my rife and
myself rlsh you all a very llappy
Christmas and Health and Happiness for
f?87, For our CIub, may we continue to
enJoy the good feeltng and fellowshlp
that we have experLeneed. over these last
two years.

l{e of the North Russia Club have
somethlng speelaL, Letrs keep lt that
*X' 

My regard.s to you and. your fanrilles

Dn-,rn,, /il,, lllotrrt-

AlL [Iuetratlong &rs by Les Laurence,
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Ypun TETTERS
T r t one .r.o- m _Canad.ato our Chalrman
Dear Deaisl

Y111 you please convey
to our nerr founL frlends
la the ilorth Russla CIub,
our slnoere thanks for a
very enJoyable evealng on
July 1911986.

lly vlf e an-i I app rec Lat e you wal c om tng ua
so openly anl I am honoured to now be a member
of suoh a great group.

As ohalrman of E.M.C,S. Neners Club I speak
for the whole crew when I say werd. be happy to
asslet anyone coming to Canad.a for a vlsit.

Agaln, many thanks for your kindness and
trerl1 bc sendlng lnformatlon for your ne$sletter
fron tlne to time.

Yours trurY, Ar Turner.
One from the Treaeurerl

0nce agaln, thanks to our Secretary Chris
lya vo all enjoyed. our Second Annual Dlnner &
Reunloa, nhlch aceord.lng to the varioug menbers
opoken to on the following morning, had been agreat aucc€8so L

I am honoured. at belng appo.igted treasurer
whlch has taken some of the work load off Chr.ls.

May I thenk aL1 nho partlcipated ln the
Raffle, as a result the club fund.s are better
off by 085.

Yould you please note that a]l cheques and.Postal 0rd'ers sent for various xeasons should be
ma.ls payable t o I NORTE RUSSIA CLUBI

Best lfishes; Errc Rathbone.
And, fron the Raffle 3o sun s

Could. you pfEiEE-Thank all of those nho
d'onated' prlzee for the Reunion Raffle, speciallyArthur Goldsmlth, Ron phelpsl Erlc Rathblne, BilIGleeson, George Klng, peggy Squires anC my wife

- Molly' cont inuett/over

Your oUp Spiritst tot ilea was a marvellous
ilea ilick, Itm sure all the rladst enjoyed it
anC hopefully brought back pleasant memories.
It helpeC make our Special Night a great
succesg. uneerlo mare t Jon page.

Nov excer ts from three letter from
ES to our secretary regar,llng the

wearing of the Commemorative I'1e.lal.
'r.....f rom Buckl.ngham PaIace my enqulries

Ie 1 me eventually to the Protocol Department at
the Foreign Office. These are the people who
al.vise the Queen on Foreign ,iecorations. lle are,
of f icJ-al1y, not allowed to t ear lt, not because
tt ls Russlan but because metals awarded. more
than I years after the event 'jo not receive
authorisat Lon. . . . . . they may be accepterl r as a
memento. Although our mel,al commemorates the
40th Anniversary of the en{ of the }rax, the
British ruling is that the UCX ls the eventl nol
the Anniversary. r.... r e3E far as 1 am concerned
if there ls a pln on the ribbon I shall wear
mlne at, any local f d.of where meJa1s are worn an
to the Devil wlth Protocol. But, if I should
ever be invited to a big function, then I think,
discretion would. be commonsenEe. After aII, if
the Queen flnds out It d. lose my chance of an
lnvltation to a Car{en Party at the palace anrl :

mlght get 10 tlays in the Tower instea.J.
Ed.itorr s comment: I und.erstand f rom a friend th;
some Army veterans received a similar medal fro;
the Spanish Government commemorating the CivtI
Warr with simllar restrictions. They wear the
medal at reunlons of their local association bul
not on parades such as Armistice Jalr I think wi
c oul d.

and at
ad. op t the rr in t em and. wear I emo p oI icy
least wear them e N. R. C. reuniongo

Your views on this topio please , members.

From GeorgerrFirstly, a big fhank You to Chris for the
prompt attent ion l-n maklng ne (r, ex-Royal
Art.i]lery gunner) a member of N.R.C.rr

lls hope to use exeerpts from your rough 1og_
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-book of Your triP to
Marltlne R.A. Memento
Ltsht . (na tt or)
From Har In 1e of Ulverstonr

ear orr I yent to the funeral of a Yery good
frlendt on Frlday, tsiIl Daley was the orl.gLnator
of ilEI,IS Et[lnburgh SurvLvors AssooLat lonrr t 21

yaars agor to commemorete the sinklng of our

"nfp 
on-2nd Mayr L942r or RussLan Convoy'Every

yeai ha and hls rlfe Joane who dled J years agor
f,eld a reunj.ou on the nearest weakend to the 2nd

l{ay.... i.....Each year Joan made a co}lectLon on
beiral,f of the Royal Hamnersmlth Eeart Care Unit
foepttal ln Lond-on, trho now have a ward' named

nlli'Edlnburgh wlth plaques over every bed in our
honour. As Boo.Sec.; 8i111 vith Joan, worked' hls
heart out for us all, only fading with a broken
heart after Joan tlled..Ee waE a btg man ln every
g6ntB... o......a worthy upholder of the Roya1
navy;e-traaitlons of belng the worldrs best and
nost efflclent Seamen.
As our members Srew older, most of them are noll
?O oi oYor, and found it hard' to travelt the
ilymoutU aia Southern members started a Southern
Branch of our Asgoclatlon, with Arthur Start as
the EoD.Sec. who wtI} nou take over the maLn

d.utles of our Annual ReunLon.
In closlng; when Bl11 Dalyrtrequested' the
pleaeure of our companyrt Lt always was a

ii"""""" to meet a brave and gallant shlpmate -
ite v111 be sorely missed by aL1 who kner* and'

met hLm.
In memory of that great comrad'eship I wtIl be

proud to accept th; CoLd Medal from the Soviet
Ambassad'or'From a sac shlpmate and' very

ordlnarY signalmant
Harr In 1e

tr'rom Bob l'lorrls of tlardlf f t
stir up a little niggle amongst

Murnangk, and from the
in a future Northern

wish to point out that HMS Onslor
conpleted. 21 oonvoys to and' from

cbntinued' oo Pagellf

Nor slr, to
members, i
(Capt.D 1?)

our

the
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A PRESS CUTTING tr'ROI'I TEE IIEHPIRE NEU ll

MATCELESS IS HER NAffi

This 1s the story of a <lestroYerr s
ftrst year at B€a - a story of darlng,
endurance anl. aohlevement.

0ne, of the nen rl'1r Class deatroyers,
she vag commlssioned, ln Februery L942 t
antl alnce then shc haa egcorted three
Russr.an Convoys aad one l{alta Convoy3
aoted ao a screen to unlts of the Bone
Fleet 3 fought Itallen crui.serB and- dest-

. royers ln the ltedltarraneanS plcked up.
rri" than 2OO gurvl.vors an1 EurvLvetl 269
alr-ralle ln Melte.

So quloklY ild she move fron base
to base that for three months malI for
ber shlpre companJr falled to catoh uP
wtth her.

As soon as she Yaa ready for ver
ghe was orderei to escort a couvoy to
Rueela. It lraB ln thts oonvoy that she
had her flrst taate of alr-attack.

When a orulscr wag sunk bY eneny
actlon whlle on convoy ilutles ln Arctlo
rraters tt lraa thls destroyer rhich took
off 2OO survlvors. For flve days the
destroyer had on boartl more aurvlvors
than the number of her own cl6t; 40 off-
Lcers were quartered ln the wardroom but
throughout the paosage she managed to
glve everyone hot me&Ie. Durlng thlg
operatlon 10 out of Lt dive-bonblug
attacket were dlreoted at her.

AI1 rrlthln the aane month she waa

atebnlng ln the lcy Arotlc snd swelterlng
ln the sun of the tlettLterranean' She wag

in the famous June convoy to llalta ln
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whlch tvo Italian crulsera and flve
destroJrers appeared.. For an hour she
helpett ongage the enelltyr attaoklng 8n
Itellan destroyer untlL the eaelr]r BCUr-
rietl out of rango, aud then ehlf ted
targct to a cruiser untll she ran lnto
a !troke-80ro8Do

nYe could hear the cruLserr I shells
golng over us- anC aoe the splaobes fron
shotc f alllng shortil eal.d one of the
ilestroyert s offtcBrso nThere HGre attacke
ln plaaty. I sa!, an enormoua gilver bomb
whlzz across ln front of the brldge, lt
nlgsed the shlp and all Ye got was a
splLuter through the hul1

3y the tLme she had returned. to home
ratere anJ been llrected to eecort dutles
vlth more Russlan Convoye the IrLsut-Comn-
anf,er J . llowlam R.N. yas lrearJ.ng the rlbbon
of the D,S.0. for hls york ln the Mediter-
rBaoan"

In a 7O E.p.hr Bale not so long agor
the tlestroyert s notor boat uae vashed clean
over the guard raLls. For 24 hours no one
oouLtl go on deck. Heavy seaa dented the
arnour platlng on a gun shleld .and. tore off
a hatch cover. trlt vaa the worst gale Irve
been lntr saLC an offlcer, nho had been ln
three ehlpo slnce the beglnnl.ng of the rrar.
rrWe tlers escortlng a 10r000 tgn merchant
ship and ln those aeas sbe lookel llke a
gnalL coastern Tbe merohant ohlp could not
copo ylth the weather and both shlps
returned. to harbour.
levepaper outtlag supplled by John Eorton,
( er IIATCELESS)
Ed,Ltorl e note: Matohlese went on to become
a veteran of the Kola Run and to play a
pronlnent part Ln the BettLe of llorth Cape.
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IJAUCE OF TEE
}IONTE.

The dalry Lnlustry sas not
wlthout humour tlurlng the
wartlme ratlonlng days. Hers
are a fev exampLes of the
notes left for the nllknan
or sent to the dalry.

rr I have poeteJ the f orn by mlstake bef ore
my chllC wae properly fll}et 14tr
rrPlease sead no form f or supply of mllk
for havlng chtldren at reluced. prlcesn
ItPlease send me cheap ml}k aa I am
erpsctlng notherm
nI have a baby 1.2 months old thanklng you
for gamerl

ilI heve a baby two monthg oIC fed on cows
and another ch11dtr
rlPleage send. me forn for cheap nllk. I
have a baby ) monthe o1d and. dld not kuow
anything about tt untll a frlend. told nerl
rrSorry to be so long ftlltng ln the form
but I have been ln betl for two waeks and
dld not knov tt was runnl.ng out untll the
milkman tol I met'
[Thls Ls ny sl*th chl].d.. lfhat are you
golng to ilo about lt?rl
rrPlease leave an extra ptnt. Pay you
tomorrow, ln bedn
tr I I ve j uot hatl a baby, pl ease l eave mo
another one each dayt,
ilIrm sorry about the dog bite, but horll
get to know you efter a fev monthe, Ilke
he got to knon the poor ga,s-m&nn
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THE NAME I S .THE SAME
Our shipmate Bill Johnston (ex_Tracker)ls nou employed. at Fylingdales Early WarningStatlon, aLso knorn as tiaeker Slte. Eere isan article .*hich 

_was published in the n:A.F.trryllngdales Base Magazlne rThe frfUaifi. I amsure that tt viII interest you matelots justaa muoh as it did the Brylcream Boys.
Yes indeed. the name in question lsrTrackert i essentially the reason forI'yllngd.alee very existence, but to me somethlngextra - a nostalgic look back dor+n or".J=y laneto L94r, r+hen {6-years ago r joi".a--riiii Trackeran Anerlcan built escort earrier i.n BelfastLoughr &B a CommunlcatLons Branch R"ti;g notquite 2l years of 8Bo o

As Tracker Site seeks to probe the skl.esfor alLen foee so EMS 1lracker was built r toprobe the oceans and. aeek out "o"ry ""*ft,nalnly U-boats, So, the oIi an the new shareda oommon cauge.
She was built in the pensacola Shtp_BuLld.lng Companyt s yaril ln portf anar-Oiugoo,U.S.Ar &trd 1easeC to Britaln for the duratLonof the waro Under the t{htte Enslgne with acrew of about 500, of I4TOOO tons, speed. 16knots anC a flight .leck only 420 i""i long,carrying 20 aircraft, initially Sworttf ish andSeafl.ree, later Wlldcats and Avengers, shetogE p_art Ln numerous Atlantic 

"oi"ovi and-anti-U-boat patrolss in conjunctton irtttr theAntl-submarLne Escort Groups, Ln partLcularthe.Seaold, Ied by the famous Captain WaIkerof the Starllngr noted for hLs 
"Lfff in-huntlng down the U-boats whl.oh preyed. on theconvoyE, Brltainrs vltal ltfeltne of suppliesLn food, materials, nunitLons, etc.

gUS Tracker couLd remain at sea forseveral rreeks duration, the smaller.uBcortGroup Sloope could not,.,.otff the arrlval of

B

the Escort Carrlorsl vho could' refuel them
at sea and thus proLong the d'uratlon of our
antl U-boat sweeps to glve the convoys
greater protectlon. Prlor to the advent of
HMS Tracker ana her slster shlpsr land basad'
RAF and U.S.Al.r Force planes could not glve
ad.equate alr protectlon ln mti-AtLantlo ancl
on the ftozen heIl of the Russlan convoys,
so that the air cover fron the Escort
Carrlers at last closed the EaPr which the
U-boats had used as thelr most fruitfuL
ktlling ground ln the heavy lestructlon of
A111eC shtppLng. together wlth the Lmproved
method.s of Convoy SupportGroupg of sloopet
frLgates and. corvettes, at Iong last the
Battle of the Atlantlo and the- lreaded
Russlan Run lraa belng uon.
. HllS Tracker dld her Job rlth a pretty
falr degree of Euooe68r patrolllng the
Atlantlc wastes ln all kinCs of weather,
from near calm to Foroe 9 and 10 galeos and
too 9on the Russr.an Convoy Run, she had her
guccess in attaokl.ng the U-boats. She put
into RussLan waters for a brlef spell1 but
I d.id not chose to go ashorer 4e I had
already spent about tno years based ashore
there, in Murmanek and. Polyarnoe, before
joinlng Tracker, antl dlA not especially have
any great d.esl.re to renetr acqual.ntanceshLp
wlth the Lnhospitable lantl. That is a long
anC sorry tale to recount r nlth aL1 lt r s own
Lramat ic d.etaLl s.

HI'IS Tracker and her five sieter shlpsg
along wlth about ,O ot so escort vessels,
patrolled the Bay of Blscay end of the
Engllsh Channel iurlag D Day anC. after, to
prevent German vesaels from entry or
Jeparture .lurLng the vital D Day Assault
Force lanClnge.

I'ly last trip aboard her was on a
comparitlvely peacful" con?oy to Glbraltat'q
the-reaf ter, 

" she waB taken of f convoy iut Ies-and put on to ferrylng al.rcraft ani-

I


