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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

I am very pleased to have been invited again this
year to send my good wishes at Christmas and for
the New Year in this issue of Northern Light to
each and every member of the North Russia Club.

In my goodwill message last year I expressed the
hope that 1987 would be as active and interesting
as 1986 had been. It has surely been that, with

many lively reunions, the generous issue of more

1988 is already looking equally promising.

My personal regards to you all.

K.A.R. Clarke, Captain RNR (Rtd).

GREETINGS FROM H.M.S. MILNE - CHRISTMAS 1943

Soviet Commemorative Medals, and visits to Russia.



EDITORIAL

Judging by your letters, our new cover has met with your universal
approval and you have also found the contentg to your liking.

Well it's you who contribute them, I only edit and prepare them
for the printer. So, keep up the good work._l dont intend to
publish all of your letters as they would give our Art Artificer
a swelled head, but I cannot resist this one, from Jimmy Green,
ex-0Obdurate.

"Thanks a lot for N.L. etc., a really first clasi job. Got it
yesterday and just had to write back quickly. Thanks".

Thank you for the Northern Light
Got it yesterday
Opened it, and sat me down
Read it straight away.

Cover i1s a masterpiece
Les has done us proud,
Think that every one of us
Should shout his praises loud.

Neatly listed officers
Committee members too,
I'm sure we all appreciate,
The grand work they all do.

Ron Cooley's item on Page Four
Teaches us a lot
What poor old Bill got as reward
For bottling his tot.

George from 'Taurus' on Page Six .
Wrote a lovely rhyme,

Agree with you chum, all the way
To win is not a crime.

The tour of Russia by Frank Green
Detailed on three pages

Something that they'll all recall

As they grow on through the ages.

The 'Bluebell' letter, Malta too,
And then a last Page Twenty

We read about the 'Bubbly' boys
And how they all got plenty.

Finally I'd like to say
Thank you once again,
Until we meet I'll say goodbye
And so will just remain

"Jimmy Green"

Thanks Jim, shall I reserve the Poet's Corner for you in the
next issue?

CONTINUED

EDITORIAL (continued)

May I thank all of the contributors who continue to supply me
with so much copy - it ensures the continuation of our magazine.
My announcement that we would feature a 'Focus on H.M.S.BLUEBELL
in this issue brought a terrific response. So much so that I
have had an embarrassing time deciding what to omit! However, we
are assured that in future issues we will be able to run further
numbers in the 'Focus' series - particularly with DENBIGH CASTLE
and WHITEHALL. In our next issue it will be the long overdue
'Focus on ONSLOW'.

A further change in this edition is the inclusion of the News-
letter from Chris. This was brought about by a member who phoned
to say, "Chris's newsletter looked second class on photocopy in
comparison with Northern Light and what can be done about it"?
Well, no way will we allow Chris's efforts to be considered
inferior, so we shall allocate him space in each issue. This will
cut down the number of seperate items that I have to enclose in
each envelope, too. Nearly 700 now!! For those of you who want to
keep the Newsletter seperate from Northern Light, you will find
that it is easily detatchable, being the centre four pages (one
sheet) of the magazine.

The list of officers published in N.L.8 omitted to state that our
Welfare Officer is still Ron Phelps. Sorry Ron, and sorry to any
member who may have wanted to contact our Welfare Department.

His full address is Mr. R. Phelps, Warden's Flat, Frank Cook Court,
School Road, Kidlington, Oxford.

Most of you read Navy News and other similar publications, so there
Is no real need to reprint small items from these publications.

But, many of you may, on occasion, see a little 'snippet' in your
local 'rag" or a 'national daily' that may be of interest to members.
Please send the cuttings to me together with details of publication
and date. Leave the worry of permission to reprint or copyright to
me! Here are two typical cuttings from my own 'rag' the Liverpool
Echo:-

R TG
WHILE holidaying in
% A SUCCESSFUL Whitehaven, Cumbria, I .
reunion was held O Bl who was Incidentally, NRC member
recently by a Jew foreaes. shil ot Fion Jimmy Elliott of Childwall
i the Second World War. i i
Naval Air Squadron | sad that 1 would Liverpool, is also very
who served in HMS write to the Echo to see keen to contact old ship-
Tracker and s el Y Te4ders | mates from !Salamander!
Norin Atantic and. en The Ship concernd
was the H Salamand-
Russian convoys dur- er No. J 86 of the Hal-
ing 1942-1945. cyon class sweepers and
was part of the Russian
* We now wish to con- convoy.

tact as many ex-Squadron The searcher is Clem
shipmates as possible for Stevens and he has fond
our next meeting. All memories of the Scous-
those interested in attend- ers he befriended. He
ing can contact me. would be dehghtﬁd if
s ; ¢ they would contact him.

Ted Billingham, 9 If anybody can help, if
they'll write to me I will
forward the informa-
tion.

Mrs Clare Preston, 64
Glamis Road, Tuebrook,
Liverpool.

Micklegate, Brewood,
Staffs ST19 9JF (tel:
09021850 517). \




YOUR LETTERS

Before publishing the letters of interest, here is an instance why
Chris's pestman dreads reading the envelepes - the latest effert
from ene ef yeu nautical imbiciles:

Rabbi Kristofus Tighe, ?:-E’f
Spiritual Adviser te the Taiwan Boat Peeple,

late Detainee, Sceuseland Constabulary,

Last of the Big Spenders,

Purveyor of Doubtful Literature,

(Has Railcard, Will Travel),

The Temple, Begenia Avenue,

GIGGLINGHAM, Kent.

Eneugh ef this ret, let's get dewn te real business:-

Dear Dick, (‘ead ‘it ‘er),

"iesessese.for ene thing I never knew that
any matelets were serving en Russian des-
treyers etc. That surely, cannet be knewn
by many ef our members. 3e perhaps a little
mere enlightenment en the Whys and Where-
fores weuld be very interesting in a future
issue.

Being an ex-Reyal Marine and disabled I've
found seme goed mates since jeining the
club, but only ene other Reyal Marine! But
heping that there are a few mere leafing
areund. When ene is disabled (walking), it
is a great thing te be able te hang en to
semething stable, like eur club, te give
some meaning te life.

I must apelegise for the bad writing, the b..... ship went keep still

in this weather.SQe you semetime. ‘All the breast',

Peter D. Rayner, ex-3SCYLIA.
(Peter, I ar sure that seme of eur ex-Reyals will be in touch with
you, there are quite a few about. And there is ne need to wait until
the next issue te read abeut the Russian destroyer crews, just turn
te page 15. Ed.)

Bear Editor,.,Re Phil Vine's letter regarding King Geerge VI's visit
to the Fleet enbeard ONSLOW in 1942, Beth King George and Sir Winsten
Churchill teok passage en MILNE en different eccasiens and I enclese

seme phetegraphs. I think we went te the main-
land te meet the King as his
brether, the Duke of Kent,
had died in a flying accident
in the Orkneys just before
the visit, and I seem te rem-
ember we picked up Sir Win-
ston at Kirkwall, as he was
visiting all three services.
Our captain at the time was
Sir Ian Campbell who, when he
retired frem the Navy was a
Rear Admiral with numereus
decorations. All the best
Percy A. Fisher, ex-MILNE.

continued,

LETTERS (continued)

Thanks fer the phetes Percy, and fer the 1943 Christmas Card published
on page one. I bet the Stokers Department were very popular with the
skipper, making black smeke whilst at ancher!! I suppese they had the
same o0ld excuse - "Flashing up a celd beiler, Sir".

I've been a Barrack Stancheen,

In Jago's Glerious Manslons

And I always say 'Geod Merning' te the Chief,
'GOOD MORNING CHIEF'.

Dick, Jago's Mansions of course, was the R.N. Barracks at Devenport.
3¢ named after a certain Lieut Jage whe was responsible fer the Mess-
ing System. Lord knows when he was alive - could have been in Nelsen's

1
time! I'm trying to remember the '3ong of the Barrack Stancheon® -
something 1like this:
I wonder, yes I wender, if the Jaunty made a blunder,
When he gave this foriegn draft to me.
I've been a barrack stancheen, in Jage's glerieus mansions,
And I always say good morning teo the Chief,
Geed Merning Chief.

I've rubbed miles and miles of brasswork,
And I've scubbed the ruddy deck,

And I always say geod morning te the Chief,
Geod Morning Chief.

Se I wonder, yes I wender, etc. etc.
I cant remember mere - perhaps our readers can.
Cheers'murice Cross, ex-SEAGULL.
(Mere Jago's Naval Nensense en follewing pages.Editer)

Now, excerpts from letters received by Peter Guntherpe, eur Hemerary
Naval Histerian, frem Miss Patricia Hudsen (A Beauty Therapist!)

"Re: H.M.S. MAHRATTA (Lieut-Cmdr E.A.F. Drought DSC AN) sunk 25-2-1944,
in the Barents Sea on escert duty with Cenvey JW57."
During the past year I have been deing some research connected with ny
family and friends, who served in the Second Werld War. In ny research
I have visited P.R.0. at Kew and the Imperial War Museum, but I have
only been able te come up with a few mentions ef Mahratta. I wonder if
any N.R.C. member can help? The date of her commissioning in 1943. Where
she was mainly based and where her escort duties teok her and any
episodes in her shert career. Her doctor was Surgeon Lieut. F.M. (Peter)
McRae RNVR. I believe her first First Lieut. was Lieut. J.V.G. Helt
andlatterly Lt. John Catchpole RN. Any infermatien en her captain
and these three officers would be appreciated, whether geod, bad er
indifferent. This is purely persenmal and not fer republicatien.
Patricia Hudson.

Can anyone help? There are a number of crew members of the 'Fighting
Ms' amongst us - including myself. Perhaps semeone can remember seme-
thing. Editer.

WHAT 1S A MATELOT ? A matelot is usually in favour of Kids, Oggies,
Friday Whiles, Bubbly, Grippo Runs (as long as they are to a brewery),
He also likes All Night In, Beer, Wrens, Punch Ups, Figgy Duff and
Make and Mends but not necessarily in that order,



FOCUS ON H.M.S5. BLUEBELL
The Birth, Life and Death of a Gallant Ship.

Contributers:- Naval Historical
Branch, M.0.D., Admiralty Cem-
muniques, Oliver Nelsen ex-HM3
WHITEHALL, Don Kirten, ex-HMS
BLUEBELL, Bill Griffeths and
B11ll Leoker, both ex-HMS DENBIGH
CASTLE.

H.M.S. BLUEBELL, a Flewer (Class
Corvette of 900 tens, was built
by Fleming & Fergusen Ltd,, at
Paisley. Completed on 19th July
1940, she:was allecated to the
Western Approaches, Nerthern
Escort Force, based at Rosyth.

During 1940, she was engaged on
all of the duties fer which cer-
vettes are responsible, escerting
cenveys, searching fer, and attack-
ing U-beats menacing the conveys,
and the rescue of survivers. In the
four months of the year she was
invelved in the rescue of survivers frem five different incidents,
including those from seven ships in convey SC7, from Canada te U.K,
which had been attacked by U-boats between 16th and 19th Octeber. On
the latter date she had 203 survivers, frem five ships aboard and

had rejoined the cenvey to resume nermal escert duties. Twe days
earlier she had assisted in the hunt fer ene of the attacking U-boats.
On the 20th Nevember she was allecated to the 5th Escort Group, based
at Liverpeol, centinuing te escert cenveys te and from Canada and
Gibraltar, threugheut 1941 and early 1942. On 12th Octeber 1941, the
C in C, Western Approaches commended BLUEBELL, for her steaming per-
formances during the past three months, saying it reflected great
credit on all members of the crew.

At the end of March 1942 she was sent to the Tyne for a three month
refit. Her next assignment was again en escert duties between U.K. and
Gibraltar, including HG?5, which was shadewed and attacked for six
days; but due to the excelient work on the part of the escorts, only
four ships were lost. On the night of 11/12th December the BLUEBELL
sighted and attacked U67 on the surface off Cape St Vincent, but was
only able te inflict light damage, She centinued to escort these
cenvoys until September.

In September, as ene of four cervettes of the close escort group she
escorted PQl8, which was attacked by aircraft and submarine terpedoes
and 13 of its 40 ships were lest. About 43 aircraft and 3 U-boats
were however destroyed. Between the end ef September and December no
conveys sailed to Russia but one made the return Journey, QP15,
leaving Archangel, on 17th November. The BLUEBELL was ene ef the
ocean escorts of this convey, which because it was severely buffeted
by a succession ef gales, and sailed in almest continuous darkness,
became very scattered, but enly lest two of the thirty merchant
vessels. During February 1943, the BLUEBELL again escorted a cenvey
to North Russia, remaining in the Kola Inlet uutil June when she

and the CAMELLIA were instructed to return to U.K. This was a

centinued.

L

H.M.S. BLUEBELL (continued)

stage of an operation with twe-fold purpese, the first
being to transpert stores and reliefs for the ferce in
Spitzbergen, and the secend to pass out the two corvettes
and to transpert steres and reliefs for the British ships
and establishments in North Russia. The whole operation
was accomplished without enemy interference.

H.M.S. BLUEBELL arrived at Bone on 9th July, after
being one ef the escorts for one of the assault convoys
which sailed from the Clyde to take part in the invasien
of Sicily. This successful operation secured Sicily as a
base for future operatiens against Italy. The BLUEBELL
was allecated to the 22nd Escort Group, Mediterranian Fleet,
en 2nd August. In Nevember she escorted a flight of 25
Landing Craft te the U.K. leaving Gibraltar on the Sth.
In the early stages, she reported that she was being
shadowed by enemy aircraft and on the 13th, heavy weather
was experienced and the flight scattered in a N.W, gale.
Four ef the craft were lost but all of the members of the
crews were rescued with the exception ef ene rating, who
was drowned.

Re-allocated to the 23rd Escort Groeup, Western Approaches
in December 1943, and undergoing a refit at Dunstaffnage
she again escorted Russian Convoys until April 1944, When
operations began for Operation 'Neptune®', the invasien of
Normandy, BLUEBELL sailed with convey ECL 1, as part of
the escort for 31 L3Ts on D-Day + 1. But by Avgust she
was again allocated to Russian Convoy duties,

On 3rd February 1945, BLUEBELL sailed with JW 64 frem
Greenock. The convoy was attacked on 10th by two waves of
torpede-bombers, No ships were damaged and the enemy air-
craft suffered substantial losses. The return convoy, RA 64
was not so fortunate. The Germans had assembled about six
U-boats off the entrance to the Kola Inlet, and on the 17th,
February H.M.S. LARK, which was sweeping ahead of the convey,
was torpedoed but safely towed back to harbour; then a
merchant ship was hit by the same U-boat and sank while
being towed in.

Befere the day was over, at 1530, H.M.S. BLUEBELL
apparently gained asdic contact for she increased speed and
almest immediately was hit aft by a torpedo, blowing up
and sinking within 30 seconds.

Here, both official records and our member's recollections
vary and it is interesting to compare them:

The Admiralty Summary of Service (S.7590) states, " There
was one survivor".

The Naval Historical Branch of M,0.D. (Ref NHBL 17162) aays
"Three of her complement were recovered, but only one survived"

Member, Oliver Nelson says "There's not much doubt that the
magazine went up because it wasn't only an underwater explosion,
there was a really huge upper deck explosion with the blast and
flame going up into the sky and the ship actually disintegrated.
We carried on swinging and went over the spot a couple of
minutes later, not more, and there was very, very little. Not
even a lot of oil, the whole lot had g0Ne.....0ss0..a Vvery sad
day for us. When we reported the loss of BLUEBELL we reported
'No Survivors', but when the loss was announced by the Admiralty
a few days later, it said 'One Survivor'. It turned out that one






