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NORT ERN LIGHT N"18
A CHRISTMAS I-{ESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

TO ALL CLUB MEMBERS AND THE]R FAMILIES.

I AM VERY PLEASED TO BE ABLE TO EXPRESS ON BEHALF OF AUDREY AND MYSELF
OUR SINCERE \4IISHES FOR A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY, HEALTHY NEId YEAR.
AS l^/E MOVE FORI^/ARD rNTO THE 1990rs MAY THE FRTENDSHTP AND CAMARADERTE
CONTINUE TO THRIVE \^JITHIN OUR UNIOUE CLUB.

I^IARMEST REGARDS.

A/A4 rU&-tL '

N.Batchelor, Chairnnn.

EDTTORTAL
rrunediately following the publication of the last edition a letter was

received from club member AIex Armstrong - here is an excerpt:
i.notlce that Northern Llght has no ISSN number. There is no

cost involved in obtainlng same, except the supply of 3 coples to
the British Museum. This protects the copyright, butrrure important
ensures the magazine is forever preserved. It is also instrumental
in bringing to the notlce of libraries both at home and abroad,
who may become regular subscribers. Like it or not, rNorthern
Lightr, copy by copy is building up into a complete history, not
writlen by a historian at second hand, but by the people there
and on the job at the time. Also, there is the genealogical aspect
Lrhen sometime in the future, provided progeny propogate at regular
intervals, someone wonders what their ancestors did in L,l,/2. By
definition of itrs Constitution the North Russia Club must come to
an end when the last old salt loses hls marbles or slides thrut
the purple curtains, but the rNorthern Lightr would remain.

Sincerely,
A1ex. Armstrong,,

This was followed up wlth an application and Northern Llght was allocated
a number - it is ISSN 0958-1014. In 1990 the magazine wifl also have a
price (or prices) printed on the back. This will not (repeat not) apply to
club members who wilI always receive a
of membership of our c1ub. The price is sole1y for the information of
libraries, mainly overseas.

Looking ahead to future editions, we intend to maintain thetspecial
themer editions, your letters and responses prove that they are what you
uant. TCARRIERST and'RED DUSTERT have been very popular, let's hope that
'NORTH CAPE' continues the trend. So, you scribes, here is advance warning
for the 1990 themes.

. l^/ere you based ln Polyarnoe,
Vaenga, Archangel, Murmansk or elsewhere? Were you landed as
a survivor, or did yourenjoyra long stay at anchor in the fnlet
or Ltrite Sea? We want your stories.
June 1990: "SMALL SHIPSTT It will be the turn of the minesweepers,
@ ships, submarines and smaller merchant-

nothiips, In fash
Se

ct larger than a cor
& CARRIERS'! ir's

anniversary of the Batt

vette.
your turn.

This edition will celebrate the
of the Barents Sea.
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THE BA TTLE OF NORTH CAPE

To start our chapter on the battle we lnclude a couple of letters
which concern K.M. TSCHARNHORST| but are not about that fateful Boxing Day in
1943.

A letter from Alex Anderson, as mentioned on the previous page: 'rMy father
was master of the S.S.TSHREIiSBIIRYT, Capper Alexander, and he was caught
by TSCHARNH0RSTI and its consort between Dakar and Gibralter in lg4}.
Sailing in unescorted convoy, the day their escort was due to arrive,
TSCIIARIIIORSTI appeared instead. I remember him saying many more lives would
have been saved, but for a foolhardy action by one ship in opening fire with
a four inch. He was picked up by the S.S.TBIJIIR ATHOIIT who had been so far
behind the convoy, she had escaped un-noticed. Nice days work foT tSCHARN-

HORSTT, eighteen shlps 1n one day. My father survived the war in command of
a C.A.M. shlp TEMPIRE CX,M!, larer renamed 'CIIARLBURYT. A11 this has litt1e
to do wlth the Arctic, but keep taking the tablets:',

And now, tThe Admiralrs Turkeyr story from John Beardmore: "During our stay
alongside at Polyarnoe 1n the Kola Inlet, just before Christmas, 1943, H.M.
Corvettes rFoPPYr and TDIAI{ELA! received a yisit from the C. in C. Home
Fleet, Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser R.N. (flyine his flag in IDIIG OF yORKr)
following his conference with his Russian opposite number Admiral Golovko.
After visiting tPOPPYt, Admiral Fraser was piped ashore onto a snowboundjetty at Polyarnoe accompanied by his personal staff and under the ever
watchful eyes of the Russians.
Suddenly and without warning he gathered up a fistful of snow and hurled it
at his chief of staff. within seconds a short snowfight had occurred between
the Senior British Naval Officers with the astonished Russians looking
on. It was extremely amusing and indeed, strangely enough, rather touchlng,
as we realised that even Senior Officers were also human beings like our-
selves.
Before he left us Admiral Fraser typically enquired after the Chrlstmas
welfare of the corvettes and, learning that they had no turkeys, sti11
fewer Ct[-ist-rnas puddings, ordered that sufficient of these commodities should
be sent over from the flag-ship whlch sailed away on 20th December to be
engaged in the Battle of North Cape six days 1ater. fn the meantime, TPOPPYT

and TDIANELLAT salled on the 23rd December with the homebound convoy RA55A
conslsting of 22 ships in ballast plus their escorts.
Christmas day found us south of Bear Island hove to and heading into a
Force 11 gale of great intensity. The heavy seas had swamped and extlng-
uished our ga11ey which was on the upper deck and could not be rekindled.
Our much anticipated Christmas dinner was abandoned. fnstead we had [o
manage with thick corned beef sandwiches and mugs of rkyer laced with rum.
Boxing Day saw the battle of North Cape and the slnking of tSCHARNHORSTT,

during which our convoy was directed towards the north-west as, apart from
U-boats, we were not dlrectly threatened. It was not until some days later
when we reached the comparitively calmer waters between Iceland and Scotland
that we were able to enjoy with some relish what was recorded in the shlpts
1og as rAdmiral Fraserts Christmas Dinnert.
This gesture was, of course, typical of the man, and it was many years later
when Lord Fraser of North Cape, as he became, was in his eighties that I was
able to relate this story to him. The Admiral was not only amused bul I
suspect rather pleased that he should have been remembered, like Lord
Nelson, for his consideration for the welfare of the men under his command
as well as for his naval victoriesrr.

-1

tffi



ABOARD II.M.S. NORFOLK DURING TI{E BAITT.E

' Knocker' l,/hitebY(ex-Ldg. Seaman)

You asked for itl Here is my SCHARI{HORST story - I hope it is good enough
for N.L.18l I joined the R.N. as a boy entrant (p1ace of birth Ennis Co.
Clare.) My roppo' H.l{est (from Co. Cork) enlist as a Boy at the same time.
l{e both went through training together and joined }IORFOLI as boys.
Force One which had been sDotted by German Reconnaisance planes was made up
gf cruisers BELFAST, NORIOLK and SHEF'FIEIJ' under Vice Admiral RobertrNuttyr Burnett. They stood further north to cover the passage of not one,
but two convoys, JW55B going to Russia loaded, and RA55A coming back empty.
At 0840 we picked up SCIIARNHORST by radar, she was at this time 36 niles
away from the convoy. The range between the German ship and the British
cruisers was 351000 yards and it was not until 0921 that SCIIARNHORST was
actually in sight. AL 0924 fire was opened and the last action between
big surface ships 1n the European war had begun. At this stage' only the 8rr
guns of N0RFOI,f, were effective and they were opposed by the 11" guns of
SCHARNHORST. NORFOLr scored the first hit with either her second or third
salvo whlch carried away the enemyts main radar and put her port high-angle
fire control director out of actlon.
The o1d NORF0Lf, had had an eventful war career. Built on the Clyde and
launched on 12th December !928, this rWashington Treatyr 10,000 tonner,
elegant with her three funnels and 8t' turrets had been battered by inter-
minable gales escorting Atlantic convoys, been attacked by enemy aircraft,
U-boats and by BfSMARK and PRINZ EUGET{. Now pitching in very heavy seas and
shipping it green along the length of her forecastle, she trained her guns
on the fleeing SCHARNHORST and opened fire again. The Gernan ship replied
wlth rapid salvoes from her aft triple llrrturret and at once began to
straddle the crulser. ft was with the fourth or fifth salvo that she scored
her first hlt of the engagement. An 11'r shel1 struck the barbette of the
Royal Marines Bttturret, puttlng it out of action and killing or wounding
a dozen men. A few seconds later another shel1 struck NORF0L( arnidships,
doing much more damage (my toppotH.West,was ki11ed). A large fire started
in the funnel area..
0n return to Murmansk the casualtles were taLen ashore to hospital. I was
the leading hand in charge of the party who ilas sent ashore to bring back
those casualties who were fit enough to make the journey to U.K.0h my

God, what I saw I could not believe, it was appalling and a shock to all.
The conditions, due to the acute shortages being experienced by the Russians
was beyond belief. ft was actually ln this hospital that my 'oppot died.

May God Bless A11 Those ldho Gave Their Lives.
**************F*rr*#f ***********B*

ABOARD THE DESTROYER SCORPTOil

by ttScousetr Parry

Dick.' As you know our Naval careers were very similar, boy seamen in 1935,
petty officers in 1950, both of us aboard destroyers during the batlle, we
may have seen and experienced this action differently, but 1et me give my
rrememberancest of so tnany years ago.

As a petty officer i/c Asdics aboard the new destroyer SCORPIOI{, we were
in company with C. in C. Home Fleet in Duf,E OF YORK and the cruiser
JAMAfCA, together wlth our sister ships, SAVAGE, SAIDIAREZ and the Nor

-wegian STORD. I have difficulty in recalling the sequence of events all
Ehose years ago, but f do remember lhe parts played by our group on B,xing
Day 7943. X.t{. SCHARI{HORST displacement 32,000 tons was faster than most
of our ships, except for the nine-month o1d nStt CLASS destroyers (over a
short distance).
IIJIE OF YOlf displacement 44,640 tons was understood to be speedy, but did
4

not handle as well in bad weather as the German vessel.

Convoy JW55B was being protected by the 10th Cruiser Squadron BELFAST,
I{OR[10LK and SHEFTIELD together with destroyers OPFORTIINE, HUSNEITER,
II|ATCXIIJSS, VIRAGO amongst others, and had engaged SCXIARI{HORST beEween
forenoon and afternoon watches on December 26th. - the C. in C. was maklng
all speed to put her in position fo1 engagement, Our leader SAVAGE (Cmdr.
Meyrick) was instructed to leave DUIE OF YORf, and JA,MAICA, and us four
escorting destroyers to proceed at maximum speed, independently, and
engage the three German destroyers 229, 238 and 230 who had left SCHAXN-
IIORST and were steering a course towards the convoy now that BELFAST
with Force One and the four destroyers had been drawn away from the
convoy in pusuit.
Admiral Bey, the 0fficer Commandlng the Northern Battle Group instructed
the caprain of SGHARNHoRST Caprain Hinrze to avoid action with DIXE oF
YORf, and concentrate on our cruisers and destroyers.
At about 1600 hours DUXG OF YORf, opened fire at about 13,000 yards,
from what I could see from the rear of the bridge (Asdic cabinet) on
SCORPIOI where my crew were keeping underwater ranges on the SCHARI{HORST

the German had been taken by surprise, and had not realised that DIKE OF
YORf, and JAI.IAICA were to the south of her, and from the glare of the
Star She11 from JAilAfCA it appeared that SCIIARI{HORSTTs turrets were traired
fore and aft. Admiral Bey was altering course, in order to avoid the
various vessels pursuing SCHART{IIORS'T. The weather was becomlng worse, and
the German destroyers had disappeared.
The situation at 1730 was that DIIXE OF YORI was southward, JAMIIICA to the
south-east and SAYAGE and SAIIMREZ on SCHARNHORSTTs port quarter: SCORPIOI{
and SIORD on the starboard quarter, we were preparing for a torpedo
attack, at that titne all cruisers lrere out of range, and the C.1n C.
ordered the rrsrr class to attack SCHARilHORST with torpedoes and "s1ow
her downrr - SffiRD and ourselves went in on the starboard side and fired
four t'fishtt each at 11500 yards, one ttwagtt was heard to shout rrGet out the
wires and fenders, wetre going alongside the bastardrr

Our skipper, Lieut.Cmdr. Clouston, who reported to C. in C. later rrat

1,000 yards sir, we fired, Jerry didnrt; I think she 1s having difficulty
with her armunition supplyrt. STORDrs captain was Commander Storreheil
(1ater to become C. in C. of the Norwegian Navy) inflicted one hit and
ourselves a further one. SAVAGE had been disabled with SAIJIIAREZI At about
1900 BELFAST opened fire again once we had withdrawn, three destroyers
were helping our leader SAVAGB who was badly damaged. DIrKE OF YORK and
JAUAfCA blazed away at about 15,000 yards trying to administer the Coup de
Grace. Unable to do so, the C.in C. again ordered the destroyers to "SINK
SCHARI{HORSTtr and torpedo attacks were nade or attempted by SAIIMARM,
S@RPIOI{, STORD, UUSruTEER, I"IAITCXIIfiSS, OPPORTI]NE and VfRAGO, seve,ra1 hitsl
were recorded and claimed. A11 large ships withdrew from the melee,
because of the number of destroyers in the area, our officers were con-
gratulating one another as SCHARI{HORST went dov/n by the bows with her
screws sti11 turning after rolling over to starboard to the capslzed
posi.tion to sink in those frozen waters:
Lieut. Berrisford and f listened to the underwater noises on the oscillator
ln the asdic dome, as she went down and started to break up, Ehe position
was marked on the Range Scale as 2,000 yards off our Port Bow - J2" 16"
North, 28" 41rt East, then our attention was drawn to the desperaLe plight
and struggle of so many men 1n that terrible water, all enemies, all
Germans, but all men.

The story of the survivors is related at the conclusion of the article.

5

ffi



ABOARD TIIE ISAVAGE'

epistle by Bob McAllister
The battle which took place off North Cape will be recorded, no doubt as

probably the last classic action fought between a Capital and lesser ships.
The true significance however, is that the outcome had decisive strateglc
efforts, on events, in other Theatres of the Second World War. Future naval
historians may think it remarkable, that such an encounter, the o1d fashioned
form of shooting match, should have been possible, after more than four years,
of maritime warfare, in which Aircraft and Submarines had more than proved
themselves.

I can now say, that I look back with much pride, that I was given the
great honour, to be a small part of this historic rActionr as a young A/PeLLy
Officer QR2. I was in the Destroyer SAVAGE (Cdr.Mayrick) she was leader of the
Destroyer Division, consisting of three others, SCORPION (Lt-.Cdr.Clouston),
SAUMEREZ (Lt.Cdr.Wa1ms1ey) and the Royal Norwegian Navy SIIORD. 0f course, I
can only relate my shiprs dlvisional part in the action. We were lying in the
harbour of Akureyri, alongside DIIIE OF YORf,, this harbour was on the very
bleak Northern coast of Iceland, the Porce refuelling harbour. BRRIll

Leave had been granted, I was ashore with a couple of chums, in the
1oca1 cinema in fact, after a wh1le a flash on the screen informed us to
return forthwith to our ship - promptly! Ltren arriving back, the Qufternaste
on watch, inforrned us of a large Officerrs conference taking place in the
C.in C's quarters on DIXE OF YORf,. I, being a young A/PO QR2 went to my mess,
of course to get the tBtzz'. Remarks being made around ttl bet we will be at
sea very shortlyrr. At this time, another gale was blowing up, just our luck,
we thought, although on the other hand, we felt that if we had to leave
harbour, it would be better to be at sea, than stuck in this hole of a place,
believe me, we were even missing Scapa Flow. The meeting we were informed was
in connection of Convoy Jtrrr55B and SCHARNHORS'T and her escorts belng at sea
and they didnrt know that British Naval units were refuelling at Akureyri.

U-Boats did not seem to have been molesting the Jt^J Convoy, and the Luft-
waffe in Northern Norway was, at that time too weak to carry out reconn-
aiscgnce duties, so it was thought that SCI{ARilHORST was going to have a go. So

we up anchored and proceeded to sea on Christmas Day, during the First Dog, at
fu11 speed, steaming through a raging Arctic ga1e, and of course total dark-
ness, in the general direction of North Cape. Picture it - the IDIJI(EI and on
each slde of her bow SAVAGE and SAII'IEREZ to her starboard and SCORPION and
SIORD to her Port, and just five cables astern the 6rrCruiser JAMAfCA. Next
morning, on Boxing Day, we closed up at Action Stations at 0800, what a 1ove1y
Christmas, stuck aft there, at my action Statlon tyt 4.5, it was real1y filthy
weather, so bitterly cold and nriserable, anyway we didntt moan too much, after
having been told of SCIIARNHORST and that, what we were after, was to put her
on the bottom. Anyway, thatrs why we joinedll

As I stated earlier, f can only relate my part 1n the action. The first
engagements with the enemy had taken place between 0840-1500 and the beginning
of the final engagement beth/een SCHARilHORST and I1ORCE 11IO between 1500 and
1900, and the final stages between 1845 and 1945. The story then as I saw it
was, that SCHARNHORST was being engaged by BEIJAST, NORFTOLK and SHEFFIEID with
DIrf,E OF YORK at a distance. SCIIARIHORST was moving away at 22 knots, when
Admiral Fraser ordered us in from astern of her, at ful1 speed, to close to
10,000 yards. I am sure that the speed we were golng was in the nriddle 30s' I
should say at about 35 knots. Anyway we vrere flat outl As we moved in SCHARil-
HORST started to fire Scarshell, which I well remember straddled us, llghting
the upper decks from stem to stern, being a gunner out in the open, tr must say
it was disconcerting.

My part of the action was as follows. I was OOQs of tYt gun. f received a
message over the sightsetterts phone to return fire with Starshell - the other
rSr boats received the same order. After a few rounds my gun was not bearing,

il:A.b:il IH.flt"'.'i^t!,tb?nffffd{sr","r.' ii?,#f",?['o:ut*o[*'$,="*'03]3?d r3v.J.i]l
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out a torpedo attack. But she was seen by the enemy who turned, tcombingr the
tracks. sroRD flred her eight fish, all missed unfortunatefy, at 1g00 yaids re
all thought that she was going to ram SCIIARI{IIORST. S@RPION fired next scoring
one hit, giving SAYAGE and SAIIMAREZ a great chance.sAVAGE ar fu11 speed, turn-
ing to 35os to port, hard over, quickly training her tubes to starboard and
at approx. 3,500 yards scored 3 hits. At this point in turnlng my gun came to
bear. l{lthout delay, r gave the order 1ocally to open Fire, which my lads did!
with much gusto. They were a great guncrew.0f course we never knew of any
hits on her, but I an sure we were 1n with a great chance. The poor old
SAIIMAREZ, also at top speed, was hit by she11s passing through her Director
under her Rangefinder, without exploding but causing really severe splinter
damage and reducing her speed to 10 knots on one engine. one officer and tenratings were ki11ed and eleven ratings badly wounded. She fired four rfisht
and scored one hit, putting up a real1y great fight.
, I remember, although I didntt take much notice at the time, during the
heat of the action - the ship at fu11 speed turning to port, laying over to
starboard, gunwhales awash aft, the depth charge deck was real1y under. Goodjob the Til1er Flat hatch was secure, and of course, standing where r was, in
rear of rny mounting, the training rack and part of the gunshield, under water.
r was very lucky not to have been washed over the side and gone for ever. Now
having completed our successfur run, under a great skipper, r can assure you,
we got to he1I out of it. After this onslaught, the c.in c. brought DIlre oF
YORf, and Jl"I'lArcA towards the German ship. 0n the other slde of the story
Admiral Burnettis Cruisers BELFAST, ilORIOLK and SHEFFTEI.IT and not forgetting
the great 36th Division MUSf,ETEER, IlttrcHLESs, oPp0RTIl[E and vrRAGo having a1i
carried out a great part in scHARNHoRsrrs departure to the bottom. 0f course,
that is a separate story, as is the part played by all escorts and ships
of convoy Jw55B. At 1901 DI](E oF YoR( and JAI.tarcA re-opened fire as did
Admlral Burnettrs cruiser NORF0LK, but she had to cease fire after just two
salvoes as there were too many vessels in the areal,l rt vras a way of clearing
the scene,l

SCHARNHORST was now being blasted to he1l and back, her original proud
sleek silhouette was no longer recognisable, she had lost steerage ,ay, he.
fore guns out of action, fires had broken out in many places including the
upper deck. Dtf,E OF YOR( and JAMAICA conrinued to hit her, wreaking havoc. She
was now listing badly where the rSr Destroyers had hlt her. Many,more hits,
both gunnery and torpedo were registered by Admirar Burnettts Force. At last
the great battle cruiser had had enough - no one saw her go down really,
because of a great blanket of smoke, The actual time was 1948 and the navi-
gatlonal position 72" 761 North 2Bo 41? East.

Now, this is not my analysis but reference from a book and is stated to
be a conservative estimate, that she was hlt by eleven rfisht, and this
punishment was in addition to many, many hits from 14",8",6tt and 4.5'r guns.
Godr what a tough ship and very gallant crew of officers and men, one must
give them credit. I know it was one of the great proud tlmes of my 1ife. Al1
this story was part of my young 1ife, I will always remember it, and of course
I was tborn in a Pussarrs blankett, so to speak. I consider myself very lucky,
to have been part of it, with so many great shipmates and friends. I am glad
I was born at the right tirne.

I must conclude by saylng, the loss of SCIIARNHORST, and the removal of
the power-nucleus of the German Navyrs Fleet in being, had altered the whole
strategic picture, directly and indlrectly. rt affected the balance of power
in every theatre of G1oba1 War. Finally, I would like to say, all those brave
chaps, who served up in Russian l,{aters and in billets ashore, I take my hat
off to. In our o1d age we will have our memories, of chums 1ost, Ccd Bless
Them.
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