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NORTHERN LIGHT N°18

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

TO ALL CLUB MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES.

I AM VERY PLEASED TO BE ABLE TO EXPRESS ON BEHALF OF AUDREY AND - MYSELF
OUR SINCERE WISHES FOR A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY, HEALTHY NEW YEAR.

AS WE MOVE FORWARD INTO THE 1990's MAY THE FRIENDSHIP AND CAMARADERIE
CONTINUE TO THRIVE WITHIN OUR UNIQUE CLUB.
WARMEST REGARDS,

NoA ne@ .
N.Batchelor, Chairman.

EDITORIAL

Immediately following the publication of the last edition a letter was
received from club member Alex Armstrong — here is an excerpt:

I notice that Northern Light has no ISSN number. There is no
cost involved in obtaining same, except the supply of 3 copies to
the British Museum. This protects the copyright, but mre important
ensures the magazine is forever preserved. It is also instrumental
in bringing to the notice of libraries both at home and abroad,
who may become regular subscribers. Like it or not, 'Northern
Light', copy by copy is building up into a complete history, not
written by a historian at second hand, but by the people there
and on the job at the time. Also, there is the genealogical aspect
when sometime in the future, provided progeny propogate at regular
intervals, someone wonders what their ancestors did in WW2. By
definition of it's Constitution the North Russia Club must come to
an end when the last old salt loses his marbles or slides thru'
the purple curtains, but the 'Northern Light' would remain.

Sincerely,
Alex. Armstrong,

This was followed up with an application and Northern Light was allocated
a number - it is ISSN 0958-1014. In 1990 the magazine will also have a
price (or prices) printed on the back. This will not (repeat not) apply to

club members who will always receive a free copy as one of the advantages
of membership of our club. The price is solely for the information of
libraries, mainly overseas.

Looking ahead to future editions, we intend to maintain the 'special
theme' editions, your letters and responses prove that they are what you
want. 'CARRIERS' and 'RED DUSTER' have been very popular, let's hope that
"NORTH CAPE' continues the trend. So, you scribes, here is advance warning
for the 1990 themes.

March 1990: "THE KOLA PENINSULA". Were you based in Polyarnoe,
Vaenga, Archangel, Murmansk or elsewhere? Were you landed as
a survivor, or did you 'enjoy' a long stay at anchor in the Inlet
or White Sea? We want your stories.

June 1990: "SMALL SHIPS" Tt will be the turn of the minesweepers,
drifters, trawlers, rescue ships, submarines and smaller merchant-—

ships. In fact nothing larger than a corvette.
Sept. 1990: "CRUISERS & CARRIERS" it's your turn.

DEC. 1990: "THE 'O' BOATS" This edition will celebrate the
48th anniversary of the Battle of the Barents Sea.

THE BATTLE OF NORTH CAPE

To start our chapter on the battle we include a couple of letters
which concern K.M.'SCHARNHORST' but are not about that fateful Boxing Day in
1943,

A letter from Alex Anderson, as mentioned on the previous page: "My father
was master of the S.S.'SHREWSBURY', Capper Alexander, and he was caught
by 'SCHARNHORST' and its consort between Dakar and Gibralter in 1940.
Sailing in unescorted convoy, the day their escort was due to arrive,
'SCHARNHORST' appeared instead. I remember him saying many more lives would
have been saved, but for a foolhardy action by one ship in opening fire with
a four inch. He was picked up by the S.S.'BLAIR ATHOLL' who had been so far
behind the convoy, she had escaped un—noticed. Nice days work for "SCHARN-
HORST', eighteen ships in one day. My father survived the war in command of
a C.A.M. ship '"EMPIRE CLIVE', later renamed 'CHARLBURY'. All this has little
to do with the Arctic, but keep taking the tablets!"

And now, 'The Admiral's Turkey' story from John Beardmore: "During our stay
alongside at Polyarnoe in the Kola Inlet, just before Christmas, 1943, H.M.
Corvettes 'POPPY' and 'DIANELLA' received a visit from the C. in C. Home
Fleet, Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser R.N. (flying his flag in 'DUKE OF YORK')
following his conference with his Russian opposite number Admiral Golovko.

After visiting 'POPPY', Admiral Fraser was piped ashore onto a snowbound
jetty at Polyarnoe accompanied by his personal staff and under the ever
watchful eyes of the Russians.

Suddenly and without warning he gathered up a fistful of snow and hurled it
at his Chief of Staff. Within seconds a short snowfight had occurred between
the Senior British Naval Officers with the astonished Russians looking
on. It was extremely amusing and indeed, strangely enough, rather touching,
as we realised that even Senior Officers were also human beings like our—
selves.

Before he left us Admiral Fraser typically enquired after the Christmas
welfare of the corvettes and, learning that they had no turkeys, still
fewer Christmas puddings, ordered that sufficient of these commodities should
be sent over from the flag-ship which sailed away on 20th December to be
engaged in the Battle of North Cape six days later. In the meantime, "POPPY'
and 'DIANELLA' sailed on the 23rd December with the homebound convoy RAS5A
consisting of 22 ships in ballast plus their escorts.

Christmas day found us south of Bear Island hove to and heading into a
Force 11 gale of great intensity. The heavy seas had swamped and exting-
uished our galley which was on the upper deck and could not be rekindled.
Our much anticipated Christmas dinner was abandoned. Instead we had to
manage with thick corned beef sandwiches and mugs of 'kye' laced with rum.
Boxing Day saw the battle of North Cape and the sinking of "SCHARNHORST',
during which our convoy was directed towards the north-west as, apart from
U-boats, we were not directly threatened. It was not until some days later
when we reached the comparitively calmer waters between Iceland and Scotland
that we were able to enjoy with some relish what was recorded in the ship's
log as 'Admiral Fraser's Christmas Dinner'.

This gesture was, of course, typical of the man, and it was many years later
when Lord Fraser of North Cape, as he became, was in his eighties that I was
able to relate this story to him. The Admiral was not only amused but I
suspect rather pleased that he should have been remembered, like Lord
Nelson, for his consideration for the welfare of the men under his command
as well as for his naval victories".




ABOARD H.M.S. NORFOLK DURING THE BATTLE

b
'Knocker' White %ex-Ldg.Seaman)

You asked for it! Here is my SCHARNHORST story — I hope it is good enough
for N.L.18! I joined the R.N. as a boy entrant (place of birth Emnis Co.
Clare.) My 'oppo' H.West (from Co. Cork) enlist as a Boy at the same time.
We both went through training together and joined NORFOLK as boys.

Force One which had been spotted by German Reconnaisance planes was made up
of cruisers BELFAST, NORFOLK and SHEFFIELD, under Vice Admiral Robert
'Nutty' Burnett. They stood further north to cover the passage of not one,
but two convoys, JW55B going to Russia loaded, and RA55A coming back empty.
At 0840 we picked up SCHARNHORST by radar, she was at this time 36 miles
away from the convoy. The range between the German ship and the British
cruisers was 35,000 yards and it was not until 0921 that SCHARNHORST was
actually in sight. At 0924 fire was opened and the last action between
big surface ships in the European war had begun. At this stage, only the 8"
guns of NORFOLK were effective and they were opposed by the 11" guns of
SCHARNHORST. NORFOLK scored the first hit with either her second or third
salvo which carried away the enemy's main radar and put her port high-angle
fire control director out of action.

The old NORFOLK had had an eventful war career. Built on the Clyde and
launched on 12th December 1928, this 'Washington Treaty' 10,000 tonner,
elegant with her three funnels and 8" turrets had been battered by inter—
minable ‘gales escorting Atlantic convoys, been attacked by enemy aircraft,
U-boats and by BISMARK and PRINZ EUGEN. Now pitching in very heavy seas and
shipping it green along the length of her forecastle, she trained her guns
on the fleeing SCHARNHORST and opened fire again. The German ship replied
with rapid salvoes from her aft triple 11" turret and at once began to
straddle the cruiser. It was with the fourth or fifth salvo that she scored
her first hit of the engagement. An 11" shell struck the barbette of the
Royal Marines 8 " turret, putting it out of action and killing or wounding
a dozen men. A few seconds later another shell struck NORFOLK amidships,
doing much more damage (my 'oppo' H.West, was killed). A large fire started
in the funnel area.-

On return to Murmansk the casualties were taken ashore to hospital. I was
the leading hand in charge of the party who was sent ashore to bring back
those casualties who were fit enough to make the journey to U.K. Oh my
God, what I saw I could not believe, it was appalling and a shock to all.
The conditions, due to the acute shortages being experienced by the Russians
was beyond belief. It was actually in this hospital that my 'oppo' died.

May God Bless All Those Who Gave Their Lives.

x= -

ABOARD THE DESTROYER SCORPION
by "Scouse" Parry.

Dick

" As you know our Naval careers were very similar, boy seamen in 1935,
petty officers in 1950, both of us aboard destroyers during the battle, we
may have seen and experienced this action differently, but let me give my

'rememberances' of so many years ago.

As a petty officer i/c Asdics aboard the new destroyer SCORPION, we were
in company with C. in C. Home Fleet in DUKE OF YORK and the cruiser
JAMAICA, together with our sister ships, SAVAGE, SAUMAREZ and the Nor
-wegian STORD. I have difficulty in recalling the sequence of events all
those years ago, but I do remember the parts played by our group on Becxing
Day 1943. K.M. SCHARNHORST displacement 32,000 tons was faster than most
of our ships, except for the nine-month old "S" CLASS destroyers (over a
short distance).

DUKE OF YORK displacement 44,640 tons was understood to be speedy, but did
4

not handle as well in bad weather as the German vessel.

Convoy JW55B was being protected by the 10th Cruiser Squadron BELFAST,
NORFOLK and SHEFFIELD together with destroyers OPPORTUNE, MUSKETEER,
MATCHLESS, VIRAGO amongst others, and had engaged SCHARNHORST between
forenoon and afternoon watches on December 26th. — the C. in C. was making
all speed to put her in position for engagement, Our leader SAVAGE (Cmdr.
Meyrick) was instructed to leave DUKE OF YORK and JAMAICA, and us four
escorting destroyers to proceed at maximum speed, independently, and
engage the three German destroyers Z29, Z38 and Z30 who had left SCHARN-
HORST and were steering a course towards the convoy now that BELFAST
with Force One and the four destroyers had been drawn away from the
convoy in pusuit.

Admiral Bey, the Officer Commanding the Northern Battle Group instructed
the Captain of SCHARNHORST Captain Hintze to avoid action with DUKE OF
YORK and concentrate on our cruisers and destroyers.

At about 1600 hours DUKE OF YORK opened fire at about 13,000 yards,
from what I could see from the rear of the bridge (Asdic cabinet) on
SCORPION where my crew were keeping underwater ranges on the SCHARNHORST
the German had been taken by surprise, and had not realised that DUKE OF
YORK and JAMAICA were to the south of her, and from the glare of the
Star Shell from JAMAICA it appeared that SCHARNHORST's turrets were trained
fore and aft. Admiral Bey was altering course, in order to avoid the
various vessels pursuing SCHARNHORST. The weather was becoming worse, and

the German destroyers had disappeared.

The situation at 1730 was that DUKE OF YORK was southward, JAMAICA to the
south-east and SAVAGE and SAUMAREZ on SCHARNHORST's port quarter: SCORPION
and STORD on the starboard quarter, we were preparing for a torpedo
attack, at that time all cruisers were out of range, and the C. in C.
ordered the "S" class to attack SCHARNHORST with torpedoes and "slow
her down" - STORD and ourselves went in on the starboard side and fired
four "fish" each at 1,500 yards, one "wag" was heard to shout "Get out the
wires and fenders, we're going alongside the bastard".

Our skipper, Lieut.Cmdr. Clouston, who reported to C. in C. later "at

1,000 yards sir, we fired, Jerry didn't; I think she is having difficulty
with her ammunition supply". STORD's captain was Commander Storreheil
(later to become C. in C. of the Norwegian Navy) inflicted one hit and
ourselves a further one. SAVAGE had been disabled with SAUMAREZ! At about
1900 BELFAST opened fire again once we had withdrawn, three destroyers
were helping our leader SAVAGE who was badly damaged. DUKE OF YORK and
JAMAICA blazed away at about 15,000 yards trying to administer the Coup de
Grace. Unable to do so, the C.in C. again ordered the destroyers to "SINK
SCHARNHORST" and torpedo attacks were made or attempted by SAUMAREZ,
SCORPION, STORD, MUSKETEER, MATCHLESS, OPPORTUNE and VIRAGO, several hits
were recorded and claimed. All large ships withdrew from the nmelee,
because of the number of destroyers in the area, our officers were con—
gratulating one another as SCHARNHORST went down by the bows with her
screws still turning after rolling over to starboard to the capsized
position to sink in those frozen waters!

Lieut. Berrisford and I listened to the underwater noises on the oscillator
in the asdic dome, as she went down and started to break up, the position
was marked on the Range Scale as 2,000 yards off our Port Bow - 72° 16"
North, 28° 41" East, then our attention was drawn to the desperate plight
and struggle of so many men in that terrible water, all enemies, all
Germans, but all men.

The story of the survivors is related at the conclusion of the article.







