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.IIIIS YNAR'S CHRISTMAS MESSAGES

A WAY To PEACE

(lrant- all things being good,
'l'o bc Lolerated and understood,

See others as your friends,
Mnko peaceful realit.y your ends.
'l''imc w111 Le1l if onets sincere,

Ilolrl out your hands, have no fear.
llo generous, thoughtful, and kind,

'l'lren n loving aptitude you will find.
Activate oneself to Peace,

And joyous pleasures will increase.
llurvest Ehese things, do not hide,

Clst ar11 forebodings, put them aside.
Chcrish Lhese words, hold them dear,

I')spi-.r:ia11y at Christmas, and the New Year.

Fred Hardy
Ellesmere Port

FROM TI{E PRESIDENT

A I'II.:I;:';A(;I'] I.{)R CIIRTS'I?,IAS AND THE NEW YEAR

Once again:iL is nry pleasure Lo wj.sh you all the very best for Christmas and all
yor.r wi.sh yorrrsclvcs for 1992 - Good Health, Wealth and Happiness in our
"l'wiIight ot Lilt,"
What a year lt)t)J ha.s bcen. More has happened in the history of our unique Club
Lhan in any other ycar since jt:s formaEion in 1984. You may say "WLry?" or "How
Come?tt Let nro t.cll yorr.
With an ef 1 i t: icr L , Irrrrti worki ng comittee f or club matters anci a social
commitrtee for Irrrrcl ions. I{il.h a rocketing membership so efficienrly dealt with
by the Mcmberr;hiyr Sr.crelary, [r;rving now reached 1155 tFu11t members. This
includes many Irorn ovcrrj(,iui, esptcia1.1y Canada and U.S.A. Also the new contacts
of ex R.A.F'. nrclrlrr:r's wlrirIr wc sotk from lhe Hurrlcane Squadrons of North Russia.
t'Whacko, Chocks Away, ;rnrl irI I tlr;rttt Welcome aboardI
\.Je have he.l.d rorrnionr; ;rrrrt I larrp r;wingingr sessions at Portsmouth, London, Frome,
Hastings, Gi l l irrghirrn, Illrrt kpool irrrrl Liverpool. And of course the reunlons in
Jersey, Canada, irnd Sovicl llniorr twicr:. During one veek, in May, we had groups
in Jersey, Canada irrrrl MLrrnlrn:;l<, irrrtl you have been able to share these events
through Lhc mr-rtl irrnr ol I Irc Nort ht'rn L:i 11ht . By the time you read this we will
also have gat.hcred irl II;lrrotjilte, Wcst.minsLer Abbey, fhe Cenotaph and Blackpool
0pera House.
Our tworkaholict andtirr-sourni:rct SecreLary Dick Squires is to be congatulated
in arranging thettDervish r()l'r ce'lehrittion affer four previous planning visits
to the troz-en norLh. (lrrlmirrirtjng in LONDON, GR0MKY and SVIR arriving in Arch-
angel 50 year.s Lo the nirrut.! alter the arrival of that first convoy in 1941.
Whilst it will bc very rljfficrr'lt Lo surpasa rhe 1991 achievements we w111 make
every efforL 1,o do t.his wiLh the'rfnLernational Reunion" in Glasgow, Liverpool
and PorLsrnoutlr ncxt .)uly, when we will welcome veEerans from overseas to our
"LitLle 0l' Island".
Kindest rcgirrrls;, my )ovc to our ladies, and best vishes until we meeL in
friendship ttnrl r:omrarloship in 1992.

Wirh pride iurri plr:rr:;rrr-e,

S incerely ,?rk*bE"

-8-
FRO}I TTIE CHAIR}'AN

C:IIRISIUAS AND NLV YEAR GREETINGS

How fast time passes, it only seems like yesterday I was putring pen to paper
for last yearts message. What a year itrs beenl Our membership is still in-
creasinS, we had two trips to Russia in May and June with a Ehird in August
for the "Dervish" Celebrations which was the climax of months of preparation.
Let us hope thaL next year is even better.
Audrey and I would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy
and Prosperous New Year 1992.

Norman Batchelor
Chairnan.

EDITORIIL

Your edition of t'Northern Lighttt, hopefully delivered to you ahead of the
Christnas mail rush, brings you sincere Seasonal Greetings coupled with thanks
to all who have contributed articles for publication during 1991.

Our magazine has gained fame in the Soviet Union, the Soviet Journalistrs Union
in recognisinc that the contents are an accurate history of the Great PaEriotic
Llar, have conferred afliionorary Membership on your Editorl This affords a number
advantages to me withj.n the Soviet Union, which I sha11 probably be unable to
take advantage of, nevertheless, it is a unique honour.
This edition is largely dedicated to the stories relating to the recent Dervish
Celebrations in Murnansk and Archangel and f am sure that you will find many
interesting stories, some are quite historic. The Membersr Letters section
continues to be well supported and will continue to be used in future editions.
1992 will be a year of many 50th Anniversaries for us, as 1942 was a momentous
year on the Arctic Convoys. During the year there were 13 convoys to Russia and
12 return convoys. There was the infaruous PQ17 arnongst the& , as well as the
loss of MATABELE, SHEBA, TRINIDAD, EDINBIJRGH, PUNJABI, ACHAIES, BRAI"tsLE, LEDA,
S0MALI, NIGER and GREY RANGER. Not to mentj,on at least 75 merchant ships that
were sunk in various ways. It. is entirely up to you all co relate your
experiences or recall your memories no matter how vague. Please drop me a line
with your recollections, no matter how sketchy or vague - we must record as much
as we can about that terrible year at sea in the Arctic.
We will of course keep you fully informed of other present day happenings. Again
you can help wirh your stories and views. It is your magazine.

Publication dates in L992 are March, June, September and December. Contributions
for inclusion should be received by the editor at least six weeks before those
dates. A reminder of the address: 28 Uestbrook Road, Gateacre, Liverpool L25 zPX
(Te1: O51 487 9567)

Dick Squires
Editor

WELFARE

Have you a problem? Would you like help or advice in strict confidence.fE does

not matter how small, or how big the problem may seem, our Welfare Officer
is villing and waiting to lend a sympathetic ear. Contact him NOW.

His address: E.S.R. Phelps, 89 Tyle Teg, Garden Suburbs, Burry port, tlane11i,
Dyfed 5A16 OSR. (Te1: 0554 64935)
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DERVISH'91.

'50 YEARS ONI

lt- happened back in r41
'l'hr: st.art of the Russian Convoy Run,
Or.Lober the date, Dervish Ehe name,
Iltrginning a tale of maritime farne.

Wr,rrll have our memories of those disLant days,
lirrclr of us, yes, in so many ways,
l'crr;onal evenLs and incidenLs too,

llrck i.rr l-tlose Limes, on those seas that we knev.
llrokr; havo been written, yarns have been told,

Antl wc l-he survivors are now grown old,
lirL 50 years on we remember, beside,

Onl pltrL in Lhis epic, and look back in pride.
'l'lr0n Loo wc remember our mates that we lost,

'l'lrr uhil).n l-ll.lL went down and the Lerrible cost,
A hall century on, we salute fhem anew,

Wlllr;r prayer of remembrance, sincere and so Eruel

Bill Johnston (Whitby)
Ex N.P.IOO/HMS TRACKER

lfilty ylrrrli rrlirr, Ilrilrrirr iurtl t-he Soviet Union stood side by
s;irlt' irlirrinrrl rl;rrrrrl in1,1 rrrlrlri. 'l'ltese were dark times; but Ehey
s;lroworl Irow nrrrclr r:ru l wo ( (,unl rios can do, when we work toSether,
towrrrrlr; tlro sirm('goitls, l{r. ()wo a Sreat deal to those brave nen,
wlro tool< pirrt irr the Arcl ir' (lonvr:ys. Many of them selflessly
1i;rvt, I lro ir I i vt':; in t lrc lrolrr: Lllill we would be f ree. ttl./e will
ronernhr.r' lhom." Sornc ol llrr,ir more fortunate comrades will be
l)rt'ri('ltt ill I l)c cvcnl:; in Plrrrm;rrr.,;k and Archangel. lre wish them
wt'l I , ;*; wc sLirrrrl on l-lre Llrrr:rrlrolrl ol. ir new era of co-operation
lrclwr.r'rr llr ilirin anrl thr. Sovict (llrion.

u,
/,r^ y

IO DOWNING STREET
I,ONI)ON SWIA2AA
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"DERVISH I91" A DAY BY DAY ACCOTJNT

By Vi and the Eddie Beard.

24-8-91:
Z;m prr
lucky ro
later we
to Murmansk. It was after midnight when we arrived. As we came down the aircraft
steps we were greeted by a barrage of T.V. and Press cameras. We were welcomed
by the mayor and official dignitaries. when we 8ot into the termlnal buildings
there were schoot chil-dren with armsful of flowers which they handed to us all.
We had speeches of welcome, f think there was a band buE I was so tired and

confused by the heroes welcome Ehat I couldnrt take it all in. we eventually
identified our luggage and then boarded coaches for our journey to the Arktika
Hotel. Some of our party went to stay with families. We had 120 people in our
party, When we arrived aE the hotel we were greeted by a lovely young lady
dressed in traditional Russian costume - a beautiful jewelled head-dress and
gown. She was carrying a Eray wilh a freshly baked loaf which was round and
beautifully patterned. In the centre was a small bowl of salt, Lhe custom to
welcome visitorsis to breakoff a piece of bread and dip it in the salt then eat
it - it was delicious. l/e were given our room key and we thankfully made our
way to bed. It was 3 a.m. before we eventually got into it:
25-8-91: Now, this was a day to remember for ever - like all the other days we

had to comel i,Ie had Eo be at breakfast at 8 a.m. but f am afraid Eddie and I
were a 1itt1e late - we managed to 8et a cup of tea thor. We boarded a coach for
a two-hour drive in.oruoy rith a police escort to the ttValley of Gloryrr. This
was where a huge battle between the Russian and German armies took place during
the Second World l.Iar. They say the river ran red with blood for a week. It was

raining before we left but by the time we arrived it was clearing up to a lovely
day. There was a huge memorial there in memory of all the Russians who lost
their lives in the great battle. We had speeches and a service, then soldiers
fired a volley of shots into the air. we were all given flowers to place on

the graves and on the memorial. Then we were ushered to a clearing where the
army were camped. We were together with hundreds of Russian men and women who

were veterans of the convoys. Many were also staying at the Arktika Hotel with
us. We entered large army tents where there were rows of tables and benches,
each table held six people. British and Russian veterans mingled together.
Eddie and I shared a table with four Russian men. They couldnrt speak English -
we couldnrt speak Russian, b,ut in spite of the language barrier we managed to
have a good rapport with them. Eddie was in fine form, making them laugh and

between them they got through quite a bit of vodka. They were so nice. Their
chests were covered with medals as were all the Russian ladies who were there.
I thought perhaps they were their husband's or fatherrs medals. But when I
asked through an interpreter they told us they were their own. They took part in
the war the same as their menfolk. More so tha[ our ladies, as they were at
the front line fightin8 the Germans next to t.heir men. After our lunch we were
taken outside the tents and the forms were put out for us to sit on. The Army

band was playing Russian dance music. The Russian veterans loved all the English
ladies and we were danced off our feet. We were all sitting around singing and

clapping hands and talking with the Russian veterans. We had lots of inter-
preters, so Ehere were no problems. The young soldiers joined us and Eddie
was pulling rheir legs and making everyone laugh wiEh his endless supply of
jokes. It was a fantastlc happening and hard to believe that we could have
such a friendship with these people who are just the same as us, in spite of
what we have heard over the years. It was a lovely sunny afternoon and all
too soon we had to say goodbye Eo the young soldiers, who looked real1y sad to
see us go. When we arrived back at the hotel we were really tired. So, it was

supper iollowed by an early night. Some of our party had a stroll round the
town, but Ehey were the tough ones. We had had a wonderful day.
26-8-91: Breakfast was at 8 a.m. Then we were taken on a coach tour of the
c-ity. BacL to the hotel for lunch, Ehen down to Ehe jetty where we boarded a

We left Heathrow Terminal 2 aboard an Aeroflot flight to Leningrad at
We had the usual plastic meal which all airlines serve blrt we were

receive a complimentary glass of wlne which was very nj-ce. 3* hours
arrived at our destination. We changed planes for our flight onward

AI
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lrurrrr lr til, rl vilyrlHF rlrrwrr I ltl! l(olrt Tnlet - this took all afternoon. It was very
intlrllt tr[ Ir, :]r.r, IlrF n(flntlry und imagine all the British ships being there
'r0 yr.rrrrr rrlto, wlllr lhn rlrtttgor ol bcing bombed or torpedoed. We got back at
rilll)l)(,1 I lill.. A I I r,r ,,r,,,,,u, wt' llot chsnged and went to a concert put on by the
locrrl 1rr.rr1rlr..'l'lrern wrur lolk rrlnHltrB accompanied by accordions. It was a lovely
r.vr.nlrrg rrrrrl rourrlnrl oll n lplrrrrlid day. By this time the British Naval Attache
hrrri rrr r lvlrl rlurl lrrlrrrrl rtrt. Coptuln Mike Caswell R.N. with C.P.0, David Evans
w('r'r. trr rpr,rrrl rrrury Irrrrr rr ull lr rrs tluring the next week. I got to know David very
wr, I I , lrr, I olrl rrrr, tlrrrt lrrr wn,'r llorr SouLhampton and that his wife was in Moscow
witlr lrlrrr. Wl rrrrrrrrlrrl oll lhr. (lly wl.!h a night-cap in Biddie and Ernie Skeltonrs
r()()nl,
27-ll ll 3 Allrl oru rrilrnl rrrrly start we boarded the coaches for a visiE to a
iiiiui:ii,,v ,,t ltr lt lxlr nnrvlrnrnen who rlied during the tlnterventionist Period of
l() lll . l') l'1. I I lrrrrl lrr,nrr rltrrrr IicL and vandalised f rom that date until it was
rr'--rllrrt ovr,r r.rl lrr rr p lg -lnrnr by one of our members in 1988. Iu has now been
rr'rrlorr,rl lry tlrr (ionurrurrut,rrltlt War Graves Commission and Murmansk City Executive
(lornrnll tt,... llrt lrr. lrl n .'rlrort irervice Ehere (the f irsL since 1919?) and laid
Ilowr,rrr rrrr r.rrrlr grrrvn. llrt reLurned to the hotel with an hour to spare before
lurrllr, ,,ro Il wnr n rlrrlck dttsh around the shops. Ir was so sad to see all the
t'tnpty rrlrrlvnrr rrrrrl wlrnl llttle that was on sale was of very poor quality. How do
I ll('rir. l)r.()l)lr. :irrrvlvr.'/ 'lrlu,y nre such lovely people, so welcoming and kind. After
Irrrrr:lr, r,lglrt lrrr ky nrorr r,ronl. !o Polyarnoe Submarine Base by launch. Eddie was so
tlrrl I Ir.rl I o lrt, orrrr ul I lrom, pnrtlcul.arly as he was on subs himself for a couple
ol yr.rrrrr rllrl llrn wnr'. Our mnn h,ere Ehe first British group to go there for
aborrt 50 ynrr r. 'l'hay lrrrtl suclr a welcome. The Commander of the Base and all
Iris Arlnrlrnlu mrrt tlrrrm untl r.ntcrtolned Lhem in the Commanderrs quarters. They
atc,.qnr)I,t, tolrl llorlrs (l hct [,lddicrs were Lhe funniest), they toasted everyone
tlrey r:orrlrl Ilrluk ol nnrl rlrnnk lol.$ of vodka. They had lots of photos taken, were
givrn glllri rrirllrrrrr llrilll)ers, t:oilars, hats, badges, medals, loaded with
triootllr,rr, t.vrrr I lrrr ol l-lsh - 7lb ontsII.He came back aE 1.30 a.m. loaded with
irlI lrlr goorl lr.rr rrrrl rrr tlrurrl< rm n lord. I could hear him coming along the
corrirlor lrrrrghInp rrrrrl Irrlklrrg Lo unother guy, he must have woken everybody
up in llrr. vlr'lnlly ol ()rlr rootut I upologised for him next day. He sat on the bed
unLil I r.rl. lnlklrrg rrlrorrt ll,'l'ltt'tr .iusl l.ay down and fell asleep. What a day
Ire hrrrl lrntl . llr. rrrvrrr lor p.ol l l .
Meanwlrllr:, wlrllrrl lrr. lrrrrl H{}no Io l'olyarnoe, the rest of us had gone by coach,
on il t()ur ol llrr. nrllllrrty t'rrlitbllslmcnLs. David from the Embassy sat with me on
Lhe conclr rrrrrl lrr,wrrrr rrmrrzr.rl vlrt.r'u wr! wllre being taken. We went to the dockyard,
he sairl tlrrrt lrl, lrr r low rlrrys ttgo ho would not have been permitted to look
Llrrorrgh tlr'Illlr.r, Arr wr. npplrrrtlrr,d thc gates were opened wide and we drove
lhrorrglr llkr,lloynlly. l.Ir. w('tr flrcl l)y Lhe Commander and were shown over a sub-
mirrinc rrrrrl wrrrrrlrlprr. llr.wt.rr. tolrl llrtt we could take any photographs that lre
wi slred rrrl g,, rurywlrr.r 1.. \rJ1r y1.1 1. n I 'l c I icki.ng away and David said that they
wou lrln t t lrr. I llvt. lr lrrr wlrr,rr hr gol brtck Lo Moscow. I was annoyed as I ran out
of 1i lm rrnrl lrrrrl rrrrl blouglrt lrprrre witlr me. We also went to Safonova to the
aerorrirul lt rr I nrrlrr,rrnr. 'l'lrr,y lrrrrl rr lrrrgr: hangar wi.th many wartime aircraft of the
wartjmc cr-rr. Wr. gol lrrrr-k Io Ih('ArkLIl(a in Lime for supper and then we adjourned
Lo Lh(' Skr,ltorrtrr rotrm irltlr orrt rlttty frec boEtles and had a rhen partyr. A

messirg(! wrui prrrl.rl l(, rilr. llrirl I,lrlrl lr. worrlrl he late back from Polyarnoe. He was!ll
f went lo hr.rl r.irrlyll
28-8-91 : A I t r.r br r.rrk I rr.cl wr. borrrrlt,d coaches to visit School N'51 (a11 their
iEIiiTs*rrr',, rrunrlrr.r r.rl ), 'l'lrr. r:lrl lrlrotr wcre sti11 on holiday but some had come
in or;pcr:inIIy Io wrlconn rr;.'l'lrty were al1 dressed ln their best clothes and
snriIirrg rrl urr. lJr. wr.r'o lrlrowrr nrorrnd the school. They then put on a concert
l'or rrs. 'l'lrr.y rirrrrg I rr llrrp,l l:rh rrrrtl Rrrssi an and they danced and played musical
ir)strum(.nt.ri. Wr. wr.r-c llrr.n lrrvitc(l Lo their canteen for refreshments. They had
mirrlt'r'rrkt.s irrrrl goorlIr.rr Ior us nnrl served tea and coffee. They gave us 1ittle
giIts rurrl ]r{, govt thr.rn l{)trr of rhjngs we had brought for them. It was so
t.olrchlnB, Ihr.wr,lcoru. rrnrl fricnrlship was sincere. Back to Arktika for lunch and
wc hirrl rr corrplr ot horrrrr frec l.inc. Almost everyone made a bee-line for the
shopr;.'l'ry irs wc mny wc hrrrrlly sl)()nt any money as there was not a 1ot to buy. We

rcLurnt:tl t.o t.ho ltotcl l-o geL dressecl as we were informed that there was to
bt it t:ottcrJ'l t lrrrl cveninS. l,,le wont Lo meet LONDON and the Russlan ships GR0MKY
irnrl ljVlli. Wo wrtch('d tllcn come trr, buL we got very wet. (It was the only real
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rainy period we had). The Royal Marine Band was playing on deck - it was very
moving. There were speeches of welcome from all the officials. We then boarded
coaches and were taken to the Klrov Palace of Culture. Again there were speeches
of welcome where Dick Squires presented the Mayor of Murmansk with gifts and he
responded with gifts a1so. Then a fantast.ic stage show was put on for us. It
finished about 1O p.m. but the evening was not over as we were ushered upstairs
to the dance hall for supper. The tables were groaning with the r.,eights of
the bottles of vodka and other spirits and wines. We sat on one side of the
tables and the Russian veterans on the other side, whilst down the centre was
rhe Royal Navy officers and men. The Royal Marine Band were playing on stage.
After a 1ove1y meal with smoked salmon and caviare the dancing started. As
the bottles were emptied they were replaced by fu1l ones. The Russian men came
over to the British ladies and what a time we hadl I was wizzed around the place
until I didn't know whether I was coming or going. They danced us off our feet
again. By this time Eddie had made a bee-line to all the officers, both British
and Russian. He was in their midst telling them all the o1d navy stories with
the help of an interpreter. He had a ba1I, I can te1l you. The roars of laughter
from that quarter were good to hear. In the meantj-me the boys fron LONDON had
joined us on the dance floor and we were doing "Knees up Mother Brownrr etc.,etc.
We were singing with our arms around each others necks, including the Russi"an
veterans. I donrt think they had seen anything like it - we had a Iaugh. When

it was time to depart Eddie was last as usual, and all of our group had gone
back to the hote1. So, the R.N. officers said' rrDont worry' ue will give you a

lift back to the hotelrr. As we got into the coach we saw one of our lads who
uas as drunk as a Lord. He had lost his teeth' his glasses and his wal-Iet. He

was helped away by a couple of young locals. Then a LONDON 1ad saidrrlook Vi,
there is that old chapts wal1et". It was on the ground, open and ful1 of money.
I gave it to Eddie and we boarded the coach vith the LoNDoN boy.s. They were
all singing and shouting. When we approched the Arktika we shouted "Stop, stop,
we are at our hotelrr. But the driver kept going as he had a police escort and
was in convoy with three other coaches. We ended up on the quayside at 2 a.m.
A11 the boys got off the coach and r.rith a last "Goodnight Vi, Soodnight Eddie'r,
went back aboard. The coach driver was a young Russian sailor and despite our
t'Arktika, Arktikart ,Sleas, just got off and left us sitting in the coach. We

were eventuallysaved by a Russian veteran who was returning to SVIR' who found
an officer with a jeep to return us. He escorted us into the foyer where we

found two young sailors who r+ere very drunk and iust wanted to get their heads
down. Eddie said rrcome on 1ads, behave yourselves and this officer will get you
back to LONDON". Off they went, very quietly, but sensibly. They did not realise
how powerful the vodka was. Russians had Eold us that after every tot of vodka
you should wash it down with lemonade or mineral water. Yes' another day not
to be forgotten - bed time arrived at 3 a.m.:
29-8-9lz At breakfast we found the veteran who had been very drunk last night.
Ie--TEE--iound his glasses and teeth in his pocket, but was bemoaning the fact
that his va11et and camera had gone. But he was much better when we produced
his wallet and contents. Our morning visits took us to the huge memorial over-
looking the Kola Inlet. R.N. and R.M. detatchhents uere on parade. I.T.N. was
lhere to record the scene. We had a service' the band Played, the men marched,
it was a fantastic sight. We visiEed two other memorials before attending the
unveiling of the new A.C.M.T. memorial to honour the casualties of our convoys.
There were long speeches. After lunch we had intended to go to LONDON which was
open to visitors, but teachers from School No 100 came and asked us to 8o there.
The children were waiting for us, they had returned from their holidays
specially. We were so pleased that we wenE, they put on a wonderful stage show
and gave us a tea party. ly'e felE so nean that we had no gifLs for them, we

had given lhem all away at School 51, not realising that Ehis extra visit would
come. It was a 1ove1y afternoon. We were then taken to the quayside tc see
the departure of LONDON and SVIR to Archangel. I was so pleased as I had not
seen that before. WhaL a sight watching a ship depart, the men were lining
the decks and waving their hats aE us. lrle reEurned to the hotel for 9 p.m.
supper and then packed our bags for the flight to Archangel the next day.
3O-8-91: We left the Arktika amid fond farewells to our many new friends. We

dEiElrchangel by charrer f tight and were taken to the 0ptimun Hotel at 4 p.m.

I


