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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

FROM THE PRESIDENT: To you all, the members of what has
become, our "Unique Club". The wives, fortunately still with
you, the stalwarts who listen to our incessant stories and
"Lamp Swinging". Some I have had the pleasure of meeting,
others I look forward to doing so. Our colleagues and ship-
mates overseas in U.S.A., Canada, Australia, Russia and the
nearer European countries, and those who have joined us since
last December to whom we say "Welcome Aboard".

"A Very Happy and Enjoyable Christmas,

A Guid New Year to Een an' All and Menny May Ye See,

Lang May Yer Lum Reek!"
Each Christmas edition of Northern Light refers to the past
year and it's highlights, this one must surely bo Lho monl
fantastic, with our International Reunion lour of 10 dayn
duration. When we were joined hy veterans from U.H5.A., Canada
and Russia, from Glasgow, to Liverpool, Lo Portamoulh wo will
never forget the many functions with maqgic and poignant
moments.
I am confident our hard working committee will continue to enoure thal we go
from strength to strength in the coming year for continued succonn, comradonhip
and enjoyment for the "Veterans of World War II Arctic Campaign o oo and
only "North Russia Club". May God Bless Her and all who Sail in Hor"
My sincere good wishes to you all, good health and happinest au we nall o inte
the New Year 1993. Always remember:- -
"Tomorrow is the first day of the rest of your life"

Sincerely,

e

FROM THE CHAIRMAN/EDITOR: As chairman it gives me the
greatest pleasure to wish you and your families a Very

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Peg joins me with her
seasonal greetings too. I would like to thank you all for
your support - it makes the work of the officers and
committee so very worthwhile.

As editor, I must thank all for their efforts during the
past year - the contributors who supply the wonderful
stories and reports those who put the magazines in the
envelope, the stamp licker and our computor wizz-kid who
produces the address labels. What a wonderful team all doing
a labour of love. Merry Xmas, Happy New Year & Many of 'em!!

‘—Dvcf&(%l”w/wo'

FROM THE TREASURER: I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all
members for their support during the year. And to all those who have kindly
made donations to the the General Fund also the Welfare Fund which is there to
help our distressed members.

Wishing you all a Very Happy Christmas and a Healthy 1993

Ehre Rookdow
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FROM THE HON. SECRETARY:

Three menths have elapsed since I was elected Secretary of the North
Russia Club, and I have had a vety easy "working-up trial. Taking over from
Dick will be a gradual process, as some things that he has started he will
finish, thus ensuring that the hand over will go smoothly.

This slow start has made this task - that of writing notes for Northern
Light - the most difficult so far. What do I write about? First of all, I
would like to thank those of you who have telephoned and written to me, to
wish me well in my new job. Words of encouragement are always welcome, and
instill a sense of confidence when undertaking a task such as this. I will do
my best to carry on in the tradition set by my predecessors, and wish to thank
them for the help and advice that they have given me so far.

Finally, a big thank you to all who have written to me, letters of
appreciation following the International Reunion which took place in July-
August. For me it was a lot of work carried out over a period of some 20
months, but to know that so many enjoyed the final outcome made it all worth
while. Thank you also for the many wonderful photographs that you have sent
me, they will be a lasting souvenir of the event.

My wife Nina and I, wish you all a very Happy Christmas and many Happy
Reunions in 1993.

N

A MESSAGE FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY appears on Page 43 following the

"WELCOME ABOARD" list of new members.

A BIKE FOR CIHRISTMAS”

A SMALL BOY WAS KILLED WHILST RIDING HIS CHRISTMAS BIKE BY A YOUNG
MAN WHO WAS PROBABLY DRIVING HIS CAR TOO FAST OR WITHOUT DUE CARE
AND ATTENTION.  THIS YOUNG MAN WHO NOW HAS A SMALL SON WHO WANTS A
BIKE FOR CHRISTMAS, MOST PROBABLY HAS THOUGHTS SIMILAR TO MINE WHEN MY

MIND TURNS TO THE 'ARCTIC CAMPAIGN’
AND THOSE SHIPMATES AND COMRADES ON LAND AND IN THE AIR WHO GAVE

THEIR LIVES, WHILST WE WERE SPARED. .

HOW 1l T AM THAT I HAVE SURVIVED TO LIVE MY LIFE TO THE FULL,TO
AVMW¢??7§ZEQHL WOMAN AND HAVE LOVELY DAUGHTERS AND GRANDCHILDREN,
AND THERE IS THIS OTHER VERY SPECIAL THING, THE PRIVILEGE OF LEADING ON
YOUR BEHALF THIS PROJECT TO DEVELOP MEMORIALS JTO THOSE WHO GAVE

THEIR LIVES SO THAT WE COULD LIVE OURS TO THE FULL, THEY WILL NEVER BE

FORGOTTEN NOW. .
WE WIL1L ALWAYS REMEMBER THEM.

THE TRUSTEES AND COMMITTEE OF THE A.C.M.T. WISH YoUu A HAPPY CHRISTMAS.

CorlWhn
/
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REUNIONS AND SOCIAL EVENTS
SOUTH WALES: A Buffet Social Evening was held at Neath Club, South Wales on
Saturday 29 August. The Mayor and Mayoress of Neath, Mr & Mrs Davies, were
welcomed by NRC President Chris Tye and by the reunion organiser Mervyn
Williams and Welfare Officer Ron Phelps. Other committee members of NRC and
Neath Club were in attendance.
A North Russia Club wall plaque was presented to the local club and a set of
"Rugby Captain" medals was presented by Mervyn Williams with the request that
they were handed to the local Young Rugby Club.
Qur members received an excellent welcome, the buffet was superb as was the
entertainment which followed. Our members formed their own Male Voice Choir to
round off the evening. We were invited to make a return visit and a provisional
date has been made for 1993.
A suitable letter of thanks has been sent on behalf of our members.

R.A.F .MURMANSK/VAENGA: Following a successful reunion last year at Hendon,
former members of 151 Wing, and 81 and 134 Squadrons held a very interesting

get-together with Lunchtime Buffet at the Masonic Hall, Rugby. on Thursday 10
September. Our President and Chairman were invited to attend, as was Lhe ACMI
representative. The main feature of the meeting was an impressive display ol
wartime photographs and memorabilia, very professionally displayed on panels.

So many North Russia Club badges and ties wore

evidence that it proves that we are one big happy family. A big "Well Done™ Lo
the organisers.

Merseyside & North West: Despite difficulties with access to M5 Taglel,
another successful Sunday Lunchtime Buffet was held in the Senior Ralon Mons
on 20 September. Forty-six members and twenty-three ladies attendcd und the
mess was bursting at the seams - the buffet tables had to be placcd on the
Drill Deck. Members from Welwyn Garden City and Wolverhampton were welcomod by
the Chairman as were local members who were attending their firslt "lamp
Swinging" event at Eaglet. At the request of those present it was agreod thal
another gathering, with an Xmas flavour will be held on 13 December.

Kent & South East: Our President Chris Tye, following the recent encournging
increase in membership in that area, arranged a Reunion Buffet Lunch ol Lhe
Gibraltar House Hotel, Chatham, on 23 September. Approximately 50 of the Kont
membership attended and included several who had not previously been Lo«
"Swing the Lamp" gathering.

Don Allen, our Vice Chairman also attended and related a few words of wisdom.
Also in attendance was 92 year old Tom Tilbury who is resident at Pembroke
House in Chatham. Tom impressed everyone with his agility, jokes, etc. unc
related his experiences of when, as a 19 year old matelot he went to Archangel
in 1919 - quite a different story!

It was an excellent day when members from Medway and Thanet as the "Men of
Kent" joined the "Kentish Men" from the opposite side of the Medway.

Annual Dinner Dance at Swallow Hotel, Northampton:'any participants considered
this reunion to have been - the best yet . Certainly. it was an excellent event

and great praise must go to Les Jones and his small team of helpers. There
were 160 members and ladies at the dinner in 'The Squires Suite’. Principal
guests were Captain W.M. Caswell MVO, RN and Mrs S. Caswell who have recently
returned from a two year tour of duty at our embassy in Moscow. Other guests
included Lieut. Cmdr. R. Davies RN and Dr. Lindsey Davies (also ex-Embassy)

Mr. David Watkin, Head of Royal Mail Public Relations (NW) and Mrs Helene
Watkin. Also welcomed was Miss Veronica Zykova from Murmansk who asked Uhat
greetings from the citizens of Murmansk be conveyed to you all.

LOOK OUT FOR THE ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING THE NEXT ANNUAL DINNER IN THE NEXI
EDITION.

6 March:

24 March:

27 March:

3 April:

9/16 May:
22 May:

26 May )
to 1 June)
23 Jilys
24 July:

25 July:

16 Sept:
to :
24 Sept:

June 94:

April 95:

Nov. 95 :

LATE NEWSE

FORTHCOMING EVENTS & SOCIAL CALENDAR

H.M.S.BELLONA REUNION at Victory Services Club, Marble Arch,

London. (NRC members welcome). Details from Arthur Willis,
83 Briar Road, Shepperton, Middlesex TW17 0JB.

WEST COUNTRY REUNION Keyford Arms, Frome, Somerset. Details from

E.(Curly) Morris, 54 Green Lane, Frome, Somerset, BA11 4JU.

NORTHERN REUNION at Stretton Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool.

Details from Les Jones, 35 Neargates, Charnock Richard, Chorley,
Lancashire.

wA PHOENIX ARISES" Reopening of the Western Approaches H.Q. in

Liverpool. (See press release on pages 24 and 25.)

NATIONAL REUNION at Westhill Hotel, St.Hellier, Jersey, C.I.

Details from Ray Sharrett, Bonnes Vacances, Ltd., 9 Charing
Cross Street, St Hellier, Jersey, C.I.

SOUTHERN REUNION at Victory Club, H.M.S.Nelson, Queen Street,
Portsmouth. Details from Mervyn Williams, 87 Olive Road,
Coxford, Southampton S01 6FT.

OFFICIAL BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC S50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS at
Liverpool, Birkenhead and Moelfre. Further details in Stop Press.

ROYAL TOURNAMENT at Earls Court, London. We will be making a
block booking of seats. See next edition of Northern Light.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING followed by EVENING BUFFET DANCE. Details
in next edition.

WREATH LAYING PARADE at Russian Memorial at Brookwood Military
Cemetery followed by Buffet Lunch. Details in next edition.

A "RUN ASHORE IN ICELAND" WITH COMMANDER OLIVER WRIGHT visiting
Reykjavik, Keflavik, Akranes, Hvalfjordur, Akureyri, Blue Lagoon,
Grimdavik, etc, etc. Details from Cmdr.Oliver Wright, Peregrine,
Four Winds House, 15 High Street, Hampton Hill, Middlesex.

A "RUN ASHORE IN NORMANDY" Visit "D-Day" sites in Portsmouth,
Poole, Utah, Omaha, Sword, Juno and Gold landing beaches,
Aromanches, Mulberry Harbour, and Pegasus Bridge.

A "VE DAY RUN ASHORE" in Germany with German Naval 0ld Comrades
Associations.

A V] DAY RUN ASHORE" in Singapore for a week of Services and
Parades covering Remembrance Day with Australian ex-servicemen.

Three re fitted WW2 U.S. Liberty ships, JEREMIAH O'BRIEN, LANE
VICTORY and JOHN W BROWN will visit Furope in 1944 to commemorate
the S0th Anniversary of D-Day. They are exfgc614fto be at Umghg gnd
Juno landing beaches on 6th June, then spend two months.v131t1ng
ports in Europe and Britain. Northern Light will keep you informed.

000000000000



"THE BATTLE OF THE BARENTS SEA"

First, a letter from Tom Spiers (Memb.N°32):

I have just read Dudley Pope's paperback entitled "North 73" which is a
graphic account of Convoy JW51B during which the Battle of the Barents Sea
took place.

) His narrative covers the events from both British and German points of
view and is in my opinion, a part of history well worth reading.

The weather was atrocious on 31 December 1942 when the cruiser HIPPER and
pogket battleship LUTZOW with an escort of six destroyers, attacked JW51B
which consisted of fourteen freighters accompanied by ONSLOW, ORWELL, ORIBI,
OBDURATE, OBEDIENT and ACHATES. Also I must include the corvettes RHODODENDRON
and HYDERABAD with the minesweeper BRAMBLE.

Difficulty was experienced in passing enemy reports from ONSLOW to Scapa
Flow W/T due to weather conditions and aerials being iced up and Scapa was tao
far away to receive the weak signals being transmitted.

My involvement with the convoy was comparatively unimportant as 1 was a
telegraphist on ANSON which was in a shadowing role miles away in company wilh
the cruiser CUMBERLAND and destroyers FORESTER, ICARUS and IMPULSIVE.

One of the operators on ANSON picked up a weak signal which he recalised

was an 'enemy report' from one of the convoy's escorts and this signal was
relayed to Scapa Flow, who in turn informed the Admiralty that a battlc was in
progress. B

According to Dudley Pope, this operator was, previously to joining the
navy, a monk!! For the life of me I cannot recall anyone on our mess-deck who

could have had such an unusual vocation.

Can anyone jog my memory?

For anyone whose appetite has been whetted, North 73 was published by Pan
paperbacks and was last reprinted in 1977.......

Tom Spiers.

| DESTROYERS
‘1  BEAT BIG
il = NAZI FORCE

cWHINNIE, ‘qu/ql"C‘o.rrespondeht

Give praise this morning to the men of our destroyers who, to safe-
guard an important convoy to Russia on New Year's Eve, flung them-
selves at superior enemy forces until "bigger sisters" could
arrive on the scene.

The convoy they were shielding got through unscathed, despite the
fact that one of Hitler's two pocket-battleships is believed to
have been among the German units.

The Admiralty in the official story last night, reveals that the
German destroyer previously mentioned as having been left in a

sinking condition was, in fact, sunk, and damage is claimed to one
of the larger ships.
Give praise to the man who led the destroyers in one of the
greatest David and Goliath sea battles of the war.
The darkness of northern nights, snowstorms and the big guns of
the enemy ships did not divert him from his purpose.
His name is Captain Robert St. Vincent Sherbrooke, D.S5.0., R.N., V..
in H.M.S. ONSLOW, one of our new Lightning class destroyers.
This is the official story of the action told by the Admiralty
last night:-

Ice Hazards

"In spite of almost continual darkness, extreme cold, navigational
hazards due to ice and low visibility and interference from the
enemy, supplies continue to reach Russia by the northern route.

"In a communiqué published on December 31, the Admiralty
announced that H.M. ships had made contact with enemy surface
forces in Northern waters.

"It was then stated that operations were continuing.

"At this time our naval forces were engaged in escorting the
convoy, loaded with important military supplies for our Russian
ally.

ZOn the morning of December 31 British destroyers, commanded by
Captain R. St. V. Sherbrooke, D.S5.0., R.N., in H.M.S. ONSLOW,
which were escorting the convoy, made contact with a greatly
superior enemy force, thought to consist of one pocket battleship,
one cruiser and a number of destroyers off the North Cape, at the
extreme north of Norway.

' Fled To Bases

"Captain Sherbrooke immediately led his destroyers into the
attack and closed with the enemy with great gallantry. In the semi-
darkness and with visibility further reduced by frequent snow-
storms, contact was fleeting and intermittent.

"Fighting was continued for about two hours. By resolute and
skilful handling, this small force of destroyers succeeded in
driving off four attempts by the strong enemy forces to destroy
the convoy.

"More powerful forces then arrived in support and engaged the
enemy, who escaped in the low visibility and returned at high
speed to the safety of their bases on the Norwegian coast.

"The enemy has admitted that a destroyer, reported to be of the
Maas class, which our forces last sighted in a sinking condition,
was, in fact, sunk, and damage is claimed to one of the larger
ships.

"The Board of Admiralty regrets to announce that H.M. destroyer
ACHATES (Lieut-Commander A.H. Tyndall Jones, R.N.) was damaged in
the defence of the convoy, and subsequently sank.

"H.M.S. ONSLOW suffered some damage and casualties. The next of
kin of casualties in both these ships have been informed.

Convoy Untouched

"The convoy suffered no loss or damage as a result of the
enemy's efforts and has arrived in North Russian ports."

That story of a convoy to Russia bears out the feeling in naval circles
that Hitler is being forced to turn his attention to the possibility of
bringing out his surface forces.

Bringing out a pocket battleship and sending out blockade runners endeavouring

to bring essential supplies from Japan may be the start of a new

intensification of the sea war.

Captain Sherbrooke is 42. He received his D.S.0. for his daring resource and

devotion to duty durina the second battle of Narvik.

The above was unsuitable for photocopy direct from the press cutting and has
been typed verbatim.







