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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

FR0M THE PRESIDENT: To you all, t.he members of what. lrrs
be-core, our "Glque Club". The wives, f,ortunately stiI.I wiLh
you, the stalwarts who listen to our incessant stories arrd
"Lamp Swinginq" , Some I have had t.he pleasure of meeting,
olhers I .look forward to doing so, 0ur colleaques and ship-
mates overseas in U,S.A., Canada, Australia, Russia and the
nearer Iuropean countrles, and those who have joined us since
last December to whom we say "f,lelcome Aboard".

"A Very Happy and Enjoyable Christm;r:;,
A Guid New Year to Een an'All:rrrrl Mr:rrrry M:ry Yc l,r'r',
Lang May Yer Lum Reek!'r

fach Christmas edition of Northern I ir;lrl l, l lr' |,i I I , t, r I

year and it's hlghlights, this unc ttttt:;l ,rr, li i,, l lr rrr.'.1
fantastic, with our InternationaL lllrttrtrrtr l.rrlrl l1l ,lr;
duration. llhen we were.joinecl l;y vllr.r',rrr:, lrlrrr ll.',.i\ .rr.,,l.r
and Russia, lrom Glasgow, to [.rvi:rprrol, lo I'lrl rrlLrll, r, r,r]l
never forget the many lLrtrclirrtrr wtllr r.,tr .r,l 1,,,r,1,,rr1
moments.

I am conlident our hard trorking committee will cont.irru(i t-o t!nlrttr, llrrl wn rlll
from strength to strength in the coming year for conLirtuod lltlt'('r'ntr, r rrltttrtrllttllill
and enjoym;nt for the i'Veterans of I,/orld War II Arcl-ir: Curnpait;rr" lrtr rrF illr{J

only "North Russia Club". May God Bless Her and al1 who Sail irt lh't"'
My sincere good wishes to you all, good health and happin()nu ltu wF r,rrll lrtltt
the New Year 1993, Always remember:-

"Tomorrow is the first day of the lest oF yout'lilnr'
5irrlrrlt, ly,

\
FRO].I THE HON. .SECRETARY:

Three monihs have elapsed since I was elected Secretary of the North
Russia Club, and I have had a vety easy rrworking-up trial. Taking over from
Dick will be a gradual processr as some things that he has started he will
finish, thus ensuring that the hand over will go smoothly.

This slow start has made this task - that of writing notes for Northern
Li.ght - the most difFicult so Far. }{hat do I write about? First oF all' I
would like to thank those of you who have telephoned and written to me, to
wish me weII in my new job. l{ords of encouragement are always welcome, and
instill a sense of confidence when undertaking a task such as this. I will do

my best to carry on in the tradition set by my predecessorsr and wish to thank
them for the help and advice that they have given me so far.

Finally, a big thank you to al.I who have written to me, Ietters oF

appreciation following the International Reunion which took place in July-
August. For me it was I lot of work carried out over a period of some 20
months, but to know that so many enjoyed the final outcome made it all worth
wtiile. Thank you also for the many wonderful photographs that you have sent
me, they !,/i11 be a lasting souvenir of the event.

My wife Nina and I, wish you all a very HapPy Christmas and many HaPPy

Reunions in 1993,

THE MEMBERSHIP appears on Page 43 following the
'' ilELCOME of new members'

"A E'TKE FOR

s opportunity of thanking alI
to all Lhose who have kindly

I,'/elfare Fund which is there to

(bh,lto'F.

f,(, u ,furt+"-"

A

greatest pleasure to wish you and your familles rr Vlr y

Merry ChrisLmas and Happy New Year. Peq .joir"r nrrr rvt l lr lrlt
seasona.L greetinqs too. I wou.Ld like to Llrarrk ytrLt rrll lrrr
your support. - it makes the work ol Lhe of l it'orr; rrtrtl

committee so very worthwhile.
As editor, I must thank all for their efforLs during Llrt'
past yeat - the contributors who supply the wonderl'u l
stories and r eport.s those who put the magazines rn the
envelope, the stamp llcker and our computor wizz-kid who

produces the address labels. I4hat a wonderful team,al1 doing
a labour of, love. Merry Xmas, Happy New Year & Many of'emll

r5ucp Sy*ly
o--f

FROM THE CHAIRMAN/EDITOR: As chairman it gives me the

FR0M IHE TREASURER: I would like to take thi
members for their support during the yeat. And
made donations to the the General Fund also the
help our distressed members.
Wishing you all a Very Happy Christmas and a Healthy 199)

A s4AU Pv uAs KIUED tHrlsr RtDIt&.flls*WltrMA:)uKE w A votx'tc
r@ fAsr @ alTrglr aJE CAR€

,wo alrtVnm rHIs yauig r'l/4N llto lgt HAs A, sl4au gv Iilfr tlANTs A

urr ra antsnus,-ltosr pR&uL, ils rtaneurc stuun ro t[NE UIIEN i,tv

rutto nnts ro tt€ 'ARCAC CAUn4rGN'.'frfrffiiistnpiurrs *,o diinaoes o't w'to At'tD rN 7]E AtR uro @4tE

T\IEIR UUES, W{6T UE UERE gAfrED.

HAI RAT€flII I Ail ftTAT T Hr'IW S4RI'IWD T9 ry-g IIFE TO THE FUU'TO

tr4Rw A sPEcrAt ttPtiAN atio iaw idew Wry: At'tD cQAt'tDctlrtoREN'
'ixo'fuii€ii-iad orm uiw'i'iryuat iu4q' 11q79ryrcee ar tEADrNc d't
';o1ri'aEiinF iti* riioircr-ib xvaor uttorurus ro .rros (4p eyry_ ^-'#rR uwV so'fttAilrE aittntiw ows ro nE ruu' rHEv wru NEUER tr
FMOTTENI\IaI,.

UE UItt ALiI)AYS REttEi'lNR ruEn4'

ftl6TRtlsfEEsAl,lDcauA.ltTIEEtrftEA.cJ4.r,UlstfyotJAHAPryclTRlsrius.

".1
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R.A.F.}4URI.|ANSK/VAENGA: FoIlowing a successful reunion last year at Hendort,
former members of 151 Wing, and 8'l and 114 Squadrons held a very int.eresLinr;
get-together with Lunchtime Buffet at the Masonic Ha]1, Rugby. on Thut's;duy 10

September. our President and Chairman were invited to attend, as was tlru A(lMI

REUNIONS AND SOCIAL EVENTS

SOUTH WALES: A Buffet Social fvening was held at Neath C1ub, South Wales on
Mr & Mrs Davies, wereSaturday 29 AugusL. The Mayor and Mayoress ol Neath,

we.lcomed by NRC President Chris Tye and by
Wj-1.Liams and Welfare 0fficer Ron Phelps' 0ther
Neath Club were in attendance.
A North Russia Club wa11 plaque was presented to t-he local club and a sel of
"Rugby CapLain" medals was presented by l'lervyn Williams wjLil tlle request thaL
they were handed Lo the local Young Rugby Club.
Qur members received an exceLfent welcome, Lhe bufft:t w:tr; l;tt1tt:tIr tttr tr;tr; llttr
entertainmenl which followed,0ur members formed Lheir owtr lulrtlc Vtrit:tr [.lttrir ltr
round off the evening. We were invited to make a reLutrr visiL irrrd a DItrvir;ttrt,rtl
date has been made fot 199J.
A suitable letter of Lhanks has been sent on behalf, ol our members.

the reunion organiser Mervyn
'commitlee members of NRC and

representative. The main feature of the meeting was an impressive dir;pliry rrl'

wartime photographs and memoDabilia, very professionally displayetl ttrt ltitttt,lri
So many North Russia

evidence that it proves that we are one big happy f,ami.ly. A L'iq "l{r I I l}'r" " l 
'r

Lhe organ'i sers.

Mersevside & North West: Despite difficultjes with access Itr llil" Lrl' I,
another successfuf Sunday Lunchtime Buffet was held in the Serrirrr i rl, lli"',
on 20 September. Forty-six members and twenty-three .Iadies alt.r'tr,l,,l .,,,1 ll,r'
mess was bursLing at the seams - the bulfel tables had to br: 1r1.r,,,1 I ll,r'
Drill Deck. Members f,rom l4elwyn Garden City and Wolverhampton wct'r'w|1,,r, I lry

the Chairman as were local members who wete attendinq theil i t t I "l l'
Swinging" event at Eaglet. At the request of those present it war' "'1" " Ilr'rl
another gathering, with an Xmas llavour will be held on 1l Decenlrlr'.

Kent & South East: Our Presldent Chris Tye, following the recent etrt'rttttrtr;lttq
increase in membership in that area, arranged a Reunion Buflel I Lrrl l, ,l l lrr'
Gibraltar House Hotel, Chatham, on 23 Seplember. Approximately 50 ol Ilr, I rl
membership attended and included sevetal who had not previour,;lv lrl tl, ,r

"Swinq Lhe Lamp" gathering.
Don AIlen, our Vice Chairman also att.ended and related a few words ttl wt ,1,,1

Also in attendance was 92 year old Tom Ti.lbury who is resident at. l'r'rr1,r,,1,'
House j"n Chatham. Tom impressed everyone with his agility, jokes, t'tr , r,,
related his experiences of when, as a 19 year old matelot he went to Alt'lr;rrr,1, I

in 1919 - quite a different story!
It was an excellent day when members from lvledway and Thanet as the'r['11]tr {,1

Kent" joined the "Kentish l"len" from the opposite side of the l'4edway.

Annua-r Dinner Danee at swalrow Hotel. Northampton:Many participants considered
, lt was an exceffent event

and great praise must go to Les Jones and his smal-I team of helpers. There
were 150 members and ladies at the dinner in'The Squires Suite'. Principal
quests were Captain W.M. Caswell MVO, RN and Mrs S. CasweLl who have recently
returned from a two year tour of duty at our embassy in Moscow. Other guests
incl-uded Lieut. Cmdr. R. Davies RN and Dr. Lindsey Davies (also ex-Embassy),
Mr. David Watkin, Head of Royal Mail Public Relations (NW) and Mrs Heletre
Watkin, Al.so welcomed was Miss Veronica Zykova from Murmansk who asked that.
greetings from the citizens of Murmansk be conveyed to you a1I.
LOOK OUT FOR THE ANNOUNCTMENT REGARD]NG THT NIXT ANNUAL DINNER IN THE NLXI
EDITION.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS & SOCIAL CALE]OAR

H.ItI.S.BELLONA REUNION at Victory Services CIub, Marble Arch,
G"d;:fNRe,".b."s vvelcome). Details from Arthur V'/illis'
8l Briar Road, Shepperton' Middlesex TW17 oJB'

WESTCOUNTRYREUNIONKeyfordArms,Frome,Somerset'Detailsfrom
E-rc"r]rl 6;G, % Green Lane, Frome, somerset, BA11 4Ju'

N0RTHERN REUNI0N at Stretton Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool'
De'tarG f;om Les Jones, )5 Neargates, Charnock Richard, Chorley'
Lancashire.

"A PHOENIX ARISES" Reopening of the Western Approaches H'Q' in
LfCrp;i:-fsee press release on pages 24 and 25')

NATIONAL REUNION at Westhill Hotel, St'HeIIier, Jersey, C'I'
5Ef6ils from Rt Sharrett, Bonnes Vacances, Ltd', 9 Charing
Cross Street, St Hellier, Jersey, C'I'

S0UTHERN REUNION at Victory Club, H'M'S'Nelson, Queen Street'
F6iEsmouth. Details from Mervyn V'lilliams' 87 0live Road'

Coxford, SouLhamPton S01 5FT.

5 March:

24 March:

27 March:

) ApriI:

9/16 Mayz

22 Nay:.

25 May
to 1 June

23 July:

24 Julyz

25 July:

1 5 Sept:

CIub badges and Licr; wltl itl

BATTLE OF ILANTIC
,B

ROYAL TOURNAI'IENT at Ear
Eloil-bo6lfnffi seats.

ANNUAL GENERAL IIEETING
in next edition.

f,re . tails in

Is Court, London. We will be making a

See next edition of Northern Light.

followed by EVENING BUFFET

at

Details

24 Sept:

June 94:

April 95:

to:

Nov. 95 :

WREATHLAYINGPARADEatRussianMemoria]aLBrookwoodMilitaly
Cer"t"t-fo16"d by Buffet Lunch. Details in next edition'

A "RUN ASHORE IN ICELAiO" ITITH Col N visiting
@fjordur, AkureYri, Blue Lagoon,

Cri*irvik, etc, etc. Details f,rom Cmdr'0liver Wright, Peregrine'
Four Winds House, 15 High Street, Hampton Hill, Middlesex'

A trRUN ASH0RE IN NORMAiIDY" Visit "D-Day't si'tes in Portsmouth'

@ Juno and Gord randing beaches,

Aromanches, Mulberry Harbour, and Pegasus Bri-dge'

A rVE DAY RUN ASHOREtr in Germany wiLh German Naval 01d Comrades

Associations.

A VJ DAY RUN ASHORE" in Singapore ior a week of Services and

itrrades co"e;Fs 
-Lemembrance 

Day with Australian ex-servicemen.

Three rE fitted WW2 U.S' Liberty ships' JEREMIAH O'BRIEN, LANE

VICT0RY and J0HN W BR0WN will visit EuroPe in 1944 to commemorate

Lhe 50th Anni.versary of D-Day' They are ev.b !.c9.d.
s$end t,

to be at 0maha and

Juno landing beaches on 6th June, then wo months visiting
Lain. Northern LiqhL will

LATE NEWSh

porLs in furoPe and Bri

ooo0B000Oooo

keep you inf ormed.
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"THE BATTLE OF THE BARENTS SEAT

first, a letter from Tom Spiers (Memb.Nol2):
t have just read Dud1ey Pope's paperback entitled "Nort.h 71" which is a

graphic account of Convoy JW51B during which the BattIe of the BarerrLs Sea
took p1ace.

His narrative covers the events lrom both Brjlish and German ltornLs of
view and is in my opinion, a parl of history wel] worth readj.ng.

The weat.her was atrocious on l1 December 1942 when the cruiser HIPI)[:ll arrrl
pocket battleship LUTZ0l,{ with an escort of six destroyers, attacked JW51t3
which consisted of fourteen lreiqhters accompanied by 0NSLOVrt, 0R|,,lELL, 0RIBI,
0BDURATE' 0BEDItNT and ACHATES. Also I must. include the corvettes RHODODINDRON
and HYDTRABAD wit.h the minesweeper BRAMBLt.

Difficulty was experienced in passing enemy reports from 0NSL0V,i to Scirprr
Flow W/T due to weather condit..ions and aerials beinq iced up and Scapa witl; (on

far away to receive the weak signals being transmitted.
My involvement with the convoy was comparalive.ly unimportant as I wrr; ir

telegraphist on ANS0N which was in a shadowing role mi.les away in compirrry willr
the cruiser CUI'.IBERLAND and destroyers F0RtSTER, ICARUS and Il4i,ULSiVt .

0ne of the operators on ANS0N picked up a weak signal which hc lr:;rl isrrrl
was an 'enemy report' from one of the convoy's escorts and thjs sirlr;rl wrlr
relayed to Scapa Flow, who in turn informed the Admiralty thal a batt.l| w;ri irr
progress,

According to Dudley Pope, this opetator was, previously to joirrrrrrl llru
navy, a monk!! For t.he life ofl me I cannot recal1 anyone on our mesl;-rllr.l.: wlrrr
could have had such an unusual vocation.

Can anyone jog my memory?
For anyone whose appetile has been whelted, Nort.h 7l was publishr:rl lry l'rrr

paperbacks and was last reprinted tn 1911 ''''"' 
To,:,r)rr.l.ri.

Give praise this morning to the men of our destroyers who, to safe-
guard an important convoy to Russia on New Yearrs Eve, flung them-
selves at superior enemy forces until "bigger sisters, could
arrive on the scene.
The convoy they were shieldinq got through unscathed, despite the
facL that one of Hit.Ierrs two poeket-battleships is believed to
have been among t.he German units.
The Admiralt.y in the official story last night, reveals that the
German destroyer previously mentioned as having been left in a

I
a
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sinking condit.ion was, in fact, sunk, and damage is claimed to one

of the larger shiPs'
Give praisi to the man who led the destroyers in one of the
greatest Davj.d and Goliath sea battles of the war'
fhe darkness of northern nights, snowslorms and the big guns of
the enemy ships did not divert him from his purpose'
His name is Captain Robert St. Vincent Sherbrooke, D'S'0', R'N't y'6'
in H.M.S. ONSLOW, one of our new Lightning class destroyers'
This is the official story ol the action told by the Admiralty
last night:- 

rce Hazards
"In spite of almost continual darkness, extreme co1d, navigaLional

hazardsduetoiceandlowvisibilityand-interferencefromthe
enemy, supp).les continue to reach Russia by the northern route'

"1n a communiqud published on December i1, the Admiralty
announced that H.M. ships had made contact with enemy surface
forces in Northern waters.

"It was then stated that operations were continuinq'
i'At this time our naval forces xere engaged in escorting the

convoy, loaded with important military supplies for our Russian
ally.

i'0n t.h" morning of December 11 British destroyers, commanded by

Captain R. St. V-. Sherbrooke, D.S.0., R'N', in H'M'S' ONSLOW'

which were escorting the convoy, made contact with a qreatly
superior enemy force, thought. to consist' of one pocket bat't1eship,
one cruiser and a number of destroyers offl the North Cape, at the
extreme north of. NorwaY.

Fled To Bases

"Captai.n Sherbrooke immediately led his desLroyers into Lhe

attack and closed with the enemy with great gallantry' In the semi-
darkness and with visibility further reduced by frequent snow-

storms, contact.was fleet.ing and intermittent'
I'Fighting was continued for abouL two hours' By resolute and

skilfui haridling, this small force of destroyers succeeded in'
driving off foui attempts by the strong enemy forces to destroy
the convoy.

"More powerful forces then arrived in support and engaged the
enemy, who escaped in the low visitrility and returned at high

"p""i'to 
the safLty of their bases on the Norwegian coast'

"The enemy has admitted that a destroyer, reported to be of the
Maasclass,whichourForceslastsightedinasinkinqcondiLion,
was, in fact, sunk, and damage is claimed to one of the larqer

"nt3;;" Board of Admirartv regrets Lo dnnounce that H'M' destroyer
ACHATES (Lieut-Commander A.H. Tyndall Jones, R'N') was damaged in
the defence of the convoy, and subsequently sank'

"H.M.S. 0NSL0|',1 suFfered some damage and casualLies' The next of
kin of casualties in both these ships have been informed'

ConvoY Untouched
"The convoy suffered no foss or damage as a result of Lhe

enemyts efforts and has arrived in North Russian ports'rl
That sttry of a convoy to Russia bears out the feeling in nava] circles

that Hitler is being forced to turn his attention to Lhe possibility of
bringing out his surface forces.
Bringing out a pocket battleship and sending out blockade runners endeavouring
to Urinq essential supplies from Japan may be the start of a new

intensification of the sea war.
captain sherbrooke is 42. He received his D.S.0. for his daring resource and

devotion to dutv durino the second battle of Narvik.
The above was unsuitable for Phot"oco.pv.direct.from the press cuttinq and has

been typed verbaLim.

'*' * *.. i o

BEAT
il
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A TII'IE HALF-REHEMBERED.

0n New Yearrs Eve morning 1942r I was closed up for dawn action stations
st.anding at the back of, the bridge on ONSLO|,i. I remember that it was cold and
I remember the incessant snow showers, but I do not recall that at times,
according t.o some official- accounts, the visibility was occasionally as much
as five miles. I had joined ONSLOW when she commissioned in 1941 and as a
signalman had become familiar with identify.ing shapes seen dimly through misty
half-1ight. In the Battle oF the Barents Sea whj.ch followed our sighting of
HIPPTR my recollection is one of blurred, half-seen, images as we engaged the
German flagship.
Maybe some of my old shipmates who served with me onboard that day will have
more deLailed memories. There are not many of us left bul I am happy to count
amongst the few a number oi my old fellow-communication-branch mates - Dicky
Ashton, Tom lJpton, Phil Vine and Nobby GranL, al,l alive but maybe, not always
kicking.
In a letter writ.ten home early in 194J I described how, aFter the first HIPPER
shells destroyed'A'and'B'guns, my immediate reaction was to wonder how I
would survive in Lhe icy waters of the Arctic. Mercifully there was so
much happening I did not have tlme for further morbid speculation. Shortly
after a shell hit the funnel, I heard a shouted queslion from the bridge to
the starboard lookout. There was no reply and someone, I think it was the
0.0.1',1., inst.ructed me to investigate. I saw a slumped duffle-coaled figure;
and although I saw no siqn of a wound it was c.lear that the lookout was dead.
It was not at first apparent to those of ,us at the back of the bridge that
Captain Sherbrooke had been badly injured. He was still standinq but thick
smoke covered Lhe bridge; and as information about the devastation above and
below decks started to arr.ive there was so much e.Ise lo command everyoners
attention, It was only when the captain's steward and the ship's doct.or were
seen supporting Capt. Sherbrooke that it became obvious he had been seriorrsly
wounded. I can see him now as he was fina-Ily persuaded to.Ieave the bridqe.
Commander Marchant, to whom he handed over command of 0NSLOW, has, I know, an
excellent memory so maybe he can recalJ, how long it was after Captain
Sherbrooke's terrible eye injury that he at last agreed Lo go below. We had
developed a danqerous list to starboard, but in contrast to my earlier concern
I never doubted that we wou.Id stay afloat.
Feelings and att.itudes can be recalled more easily than actua] events, but I
do remember the smoke screen put out by one of the '0'boals as we wlthdrew
through convoy JW51B1 and also, Iater, the frightening scenes of destruction
below decks. Preoccupation with survival and what. was going lo happen next
helped prevent contemplation of ONSLOW's dead and dying, but I was shocked and
saddened to learn of the death of my messmate Tom Braithwaite. Tom was a radar
operator who must have been killed when a shell hit the funnel for he was at
action stations cJ.ose by.
Last year in Cardiff, at the first reunion of ex-ONSLOW shipmaLes, I met Tom's
daughter and recalled how, late in the afternoon after the battle, I had stood
on the quarterdeck as we buried her father at sea. Some others of those who
died that day were buried at the same time and those of us who stood witness
wilI never forget the scene. I have read a number of accounts of Russian
convoys, particularly inrNorthern Light.', and olten wonder at such detailed
recoll-ection. Memories can be very seleclive and many incidents recalled by
old shipmaLes of mine remain quite forgotten by me; whilst some isoJ.ated,
sometimes trivial, experiences are still clear.One such I recal.L occurred New
Years Day morning as we sail-ed into Kola Inlet. I had the Forenoon watch and
was standing next to a sLranger on the bridge, I have forgotten who he was, -
maybe a pilot who we had picked up on our way in. Speaking English he had an
unmistakable Scottish accent which completely disappeared when he spoke
Russian. I do not know why this was so, when some of the more dramatic events
of the previous day are only dimly recalled.
After berthing at Vaenga, ONSL0f',i's wounded were taken ashore and work began
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making the ship habitable. The devastation above and below decks, the foss of

"to."6, 
the coid and Lhe sheer awfulness of the Russian winter combined to

make a far irom happy start Lo the new year. The joint efforts oi the shiprs
company and the young Russian shipyard workers helped improve conditions but
life remained Primitive.
We were eventually moved up the inlet to Rosta where the task of making us

seaworthy statted. I stil} have a copy of the sj"gnal received shortly after
our arri;aI inform.ing us thal Captain Sherbrooke had been awarded the Victoria
Cross.
It was in Rosta that I encountered a young Russian shipyard worker carrying a

piece of ship's plating which he had just cut out of, the ship's side' In the
centre of the metal waJa jagged hole made by one oF HIPPER's shells. It took
much persuasion and tne siciifice of a precious 'tot' to induce him to let me

have my souvenir. This piece of metal has lain in various attics for close on

fifty years until earlier this year. In May, at a civic reception given to ex-

ONSLbI,{ crew by the Borough of 0ldham Council on the occasion of the 50th

anniversary of the boroug-h,s adoption of gNSLgW, I was delighted to present
the mementt to 6ldham Branch of the Royal Navy Association. I hope they have

it suitably framed!
Our months long stay in North Russia had few compensations but I remember a

pantomime put o; for us by personnel from the loca] shore establishment, and a
not very skilful first attempt to ski. There was an even more unsuccess;ul
attempL to discuss the war with a Russian signalman with whom I once shared a

waLch in a shore signal station. Despite our failure to communicate ea$ily
with many Russians i[ was during this period that I learned the meaning of
total war and came to understand the strong comm.itment. to all-out war against
the Nazis.
Many stories of Lifle in North Russia durinq the war tell of. distrust and

"r"pl"lon and I do not doubt that this was not an uncommon experience. However

my abiding recollection is of fiercely patriotic men - and women - suffering
great hariships in defence of their country. when our depleted shiprs company

it last left. ior Scapa in a patched up ONSLOW we were 91ad to see the back of
the awful place. But I will not forget that it was in such conditions that our

war-Lime allies carried on the giim struggle against a common enemy' My

respect and gratitude for the con[ribution they made to our final victory has

remained undiminished through the years' 
John stenton. Memb.No1154.

ooo0O0O0Oooo

CAPTAIN R. St.V. SHERBROOKE V.C..R.N.
By 'Buntinq Tosser' Tom Upton.

To us on ONSLOW it was to be just another Russian Convoy.in late December

1942, with the exception that we now had a new skipper, Captain St Vincent
Sherbrooke RN, Captain D17, our previous skiPper' Captain "Beaky" Armstrong,
having left ONSLOW to take command of LAF0REY serving at that time in Lhe Med.

Sadly, CapLain Armstrong was laLer to lose his life v,rith many of his crew on
t.hat ship.
It. was Captain Sherbrooke's first voyage with us, and in fact his only trip as

I wj"11 explain later.
Being a Bunling Tosser, and obviously standing watches on the bridge, one was

always in close proximity oF Lhe Captain and 0fficers on watch etc. WeII, in
my own humble opinion it was obvious that captain sherbrooke was totally
di fFerent to Captain Armstrong, as the latter seemed more dashing and

flamboyant, the former seemed more seri"ous in his ways r and with no

disrespects to captain Armstrong, was a very good and disLinguished look.ing
man .

fVe lelL Iceland escortinq JW51B on 22 December 1942, tL was to
Christmas at sea, I don't remembet what we had for dinner that dav,
it wasn't turkey I

be another
but I know


