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EDITORIAL

Once again, you, the contributors, have excelled yourselves with
the sLories and reports for this "North Cape" edition. After editing )4
editions I thought I was immune to the headache of "what to publish and what
Lo lile away for a rainy dayl" Not a chance, the headache was bigger Lhan ever
- pass my rum bottle please Peg! !

You will find twenty-three pages of'rNorth Capei'reading and I
have Lried to keep repetilion to the minimum. However, I am sure you will
agree with my decision lo publish the complete London Gazette "Report of the
BatLle by Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser. This official report wiLl raise a few
eye-brows I am sure. Mine were raised when I read (Quote) "There was an
unpleasant sea and conditions in DUKE 0F YORK were most uncomfortable, few
people obtained any s1eep". So all of, the participating destroyer and crews
can join me in the chant, "Hardships! Hardships you 8,......s! You don't krrow
whal- Hardships are! ! "

Just as big a thank you is due to Lhose of you who find that thelr
contribution is not published.in full, or has been placed in the ready-use
Iocker.

I can feel more headaches com.ing on - early response for the
"l lower CIass Corvettes" edilion due out. next March, are already arriving!

l4e know we have some members with eye-siqht problems and we are
Iookinq into the possibility ol lransferring the Northern Llght script. on to
ar:rJin tapes. If you would be interested ln this service please let the editor
knt;w ir; soon as possible.

You will also find on a later paqe that F rank Pearce has produced
a s;r:ries ol'Battle Tapes, I have listened to the "Trinidad Convoy" tape and
fotrncl i t. nrost interest.ing.

l{lro was the youngest member on the Arctic Convoys? Many ol yoLr

rrir;irrlcrlrrll.trJ the request, by just quotinq your date ol blrth. We iratl trr
lr.lrrlr: llrir to the first convoy you sailed in! For example, lwo members trottr
rrr llrc riiurc yoaf, but one may have taken part in a 1941 convoy whl1st llrt'
rrltrll vroLrlrl lrr: much older ii he did not do the run until 1945. Also yrrtr 1/
ycirl r)lrir; r rrrr Irrrqet it, you were old hands! We have several l'1.N. laclr; vrlr,r

wr.r'r'l', yr',rrr; rlrl, and R.N.15 years old Boy Seamen in the 'Big SLtipr;' rrrll
tl:rl l lr { l;rr; tlr::;Lroyers. [Je will probably be shot down ln flames by IrirrTr]r Ll

lhcl;t: I wrr

DAVII) Mllltl'llY wr[; 15years, 4 months and 24 days when he set sai.l ir:; :r {)r'r I

[--arful rrrr ll''11'llll I]YR0N in PQ12, and FRANK I|OWARD was 15years, 7 monllrr; ;tttrl ./t,
days nlrcrr lrl r;rrilcd on MARYLYN in PQ11. Now, I iully expect to gi:l r;otttt trttl
writ,irrrl lo r;;ry "lu1y discharge book staLes thaL I was just 15 when I sigtlt:t1 trtr,
buL I lrrrrl 1ruI rrry ;rqe on tty 12 months t.o get to sea under the Red Duslerr!

But why are t{e researching this? You were all men on that dreaded
whether vou were 15 ".:Ot

IHI t:l)ll)UR STIPPLEMENT! The coloured pull out centre pages oi this
eciition atc Lo lrlr.rrnrt: a regular feature and will always include the lat.est- or
spccia,l ,clLrir rrL:wr;'. lhis supplement feat-ures the varir:us christmas l'lessages
from your officerr; atrrl oilters. Also you will flnd an Appeal, and a full lisi-
oi prizes for our lirarrrl Spring Draw, togetlrer with other ltems of Stop Press
news.

run - lt liill,: 1!!l Llt,: ltrg

ffNfrr#,,t*

)

OUR NEI{ HON. TREASURER & I{ELFARE OFFICER

Following the sudden death of Shipmate Eric Rathbone, committee
have made the following appointments, which are valid until the next A.G.M.
H0N.TREASURER: E.S.R. (Ron) Phelps, 89 TyIe Teg, Garden Suburtr, Buuy Port,
Llanelli, Dyfed 5A16 0SR. (TeI: 0554 Ar4935).

(Albert) Horne, 30 Harnble Road, Sompting, Lancing,
0903 76466).

WELFARE 0FFICER: A.D.
Sussex BN't5 OES. (Ter:

Afbert has filled the position vaeated by Ron, who was our'Welfare
Officer for 8| years. Both shipmates have vast experience in simil.ar positions
within the R.B.L., R.N.A., and other ex-service organisations.

They Iook forward to being of service to you all, please give them
your support and co-operation.

STATEItrNT OF ACCOUNTS 1-4-9' TO JO-9-9'

INCOtlE EXPENDITURE
Subscriptions
Life Members (14) 2040.00
1993/94 1885.50
1994/95 144.00
Bank. Deposit a/c Interest
Donations Received
Payments for A.C.M.T.
5a1e of Slops
Income Reunions held

trrr Future Reunions

6069.50

75.OO
1 150.00

15.95
479.35

66.90
1345.50
2316.1)

58. 00
3684.72

71 9.80

97
13
90
26
30
50

7
164

76
1969
2627
2259

Audit Fee
Honoraria
'Standardrequipment
Payments from Welfare
Payments to A.C.M.T.
Purchase of Slops
Costs Reunions held
rrrrrr Future Reunions

Northern Light
Committee costs
Postage, Stationery,
and Telephone
Excess Income over

1474.69

Expenditure 2198.42
813784.56t13784.56

Cash at Bank 1/4/93
Add Excess Income over Expenditure
C.str at Bank 3O/9/9J

f15147 .65
E n9.e.42
L17346.O4

The Hon. Treasurer has asked that the above accounts should be
published and to issue a few words of caution. He states that although the
bank balance of f.171345 looks very healthy, a large slice of that figure is
already allocated. Approximately 14r000 is Life Membership subscriptions which
will be progressively used in the years ahead. There is f,f,000 of members
advance payments for various events and reunions. In excess of f5r000 is
allocated to the lle-Ifare Fund and a sma]Ier amount to our 'Distressed Members'
Fund. Before the end of the Financj.al Year we will have the expense of two
editions of Northern Light - with the increase postal charqes which will be in
effect by the time you read this. These two items alone will almost certainly
exceed the present Excess Income figure of E2r'19 842 giving us a deFicit or,
the year's work.inq. He also states that future statements will show the
Welfare Account as a separate figure. (Thanks Ron!)
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DIARY OF FORIHCOMING EVENTS
**********+******f *********

Wl:l)NlSDAY B DICIMBER 199]: "CHRISTMAS LUNCH" at Hl''lS DRAKE - why not go back to
.Jarltr'r; Mansj"ons for 'big eats'. See Paqe 3, of last edition of Northern Light
rrr' ;rlrr;nc ['oter Skinner on OZJ/ 431481 .

SUNI)AY 12 DICIMBER 199f: "CHRISTMAS PARIY".in Senior Rates Mess, HMS tAGLfT,
['rirrcr-'s l)rrr:k, [,iverpool. 11]0 to 1500. Phone Dick Squires on O51 4Bl 9557.
Illlll{l't)AY 1i .)ANtJAtlY .1994: ThaneL
l.r:rlton / lloyal Naval Association, lularqate, Kent, Contact E.Sharpe, B Southwood
Iloirrl, Ilirnr::qate, Kent CT11 0AA.
1;AltJllt)AY 12 MARCH 1994: HMS rrBELL0NArr reunion at Vicr-ory Services C1ub, Marble
Itici,, iiirrrturr--l'Ct-,urnmy Snrps" rnvited. Contact Arthur WiIlis on 0912 55438J.
:;AI(Jlll)AY 26 MARCII 1994:: Annual Northern Dinner Dance at Stretton Hote1, North
I'rrrrrrrnirrlc, lSlackpooI. Contact Les Jones at 35 NeargaLes, Charnock Richard,
0lrollcy, Iancs or IeI: 025'/ 791632. N0TE: The draw for the Grand Spring Draw
plizr.:; wi I I Lake place during the evenLnq.
I']RII)AY/M0NDAY B/11 APRIL 1994: HMS "CUMBIRLAND" reunion 1n Great Yarmout.h.
NoJr nr.mlrr:rr; of Cumberland Association wefcome. Tel: Tom Ponder on 0223 B4O1BB
1;ltNI)AY 24 AI'R il 1994:

area members ' meetlng, a{: Royal Bri tish

Proposed daLe for Dedication of AClvlI's Font at St,

Laying Parade and Serv i ce at. tlrr: lltlir;i ;rn

Niclrolar; [)lrrrrch, Hl"1S DRAKE. See ACMT report on page 37.
M{]NI)AYIllll I'DAY 25/26 APRIL 1994: "l4id-Week Break" at China Fleet Country
Clulr, li;rll:nsh, Plymouth. See paqe 1 of blue supplement lor full details. Any
s11r' I rrl rlrr I f'l
SAIUlll)AY J0 APRIL 1994: Proposed daLe for Dedication of ACMT's Arct.ic Memorial,
incolJror';rt.inq llMS R0YAL ARTHUR's mast, in Lhe 0Id Church Yard, Liverpool
Parir;lr []lrrrrr:lr. As part of Battle of the AtlanLic week end in Liverpool.
SAIUIIDAY ?1 MAY'1994: Annual Southern Bulfet Soclal Evening at the Victory
Club, llMli Ntl-S0N, Queen Street, Port.smouth. 1800 to 0100. further information
when;rvrilirble, from l.lervyn Williams on 070J 115815.

(:l-l..fflRATIONS: (See Hon. Sec's letter in supplement). Members seeking
mole inlolrnaLion are advised to contact. t.he D-Day Society, 9 South Paracle,
Southr;r;rr, llants P05 ZJB. Members from t.he North Wafes are may be interest.ed irr
Lht: l-lrr: I)-Day Celebrations at Llandudno on IIEDNESDAY/IHURSDAY 4/5 MAY whiclr
illc lrr: i rrr; organised by l4rexham Royal British Legion and include a Bcitr:lr
lvlt:mLrljirl licrvice, Military Displays, Bands, Doncerts, etc. Contact Kt:vitt
lllirrrlltirtrl orr 0978 7128?).
SAI{JIll)AY 2l -_-J-ULY 1994: Annual . London Weekend Supper Dance at the [i;r;t'rrytrl
llooru;, tJrriorr Jack Club, Waterloo, London. Contact Chris Tye on O6)4 2)?l\l\/t.
l)lt:l:;r: lrol-c t-hat the committee wish to try a different date and vt)ntlt) [tl' lltr:
A.(i.M. irr '1994 and it is not scheduied to preceed the above cvont: ;r:; il lr;r:;
drrrrr: ilr plr:vious years. See Stop Press for further information.
1,l,Nl)AY 7/r .llll Y 1994: Annrral I,lreath
Monrt:ri;rl, [Jrookwood l,lilitary Cemetery, Surrey. Fo]lowed by 8uf I'rL lunr:ir irr
liolr;r:irrrt:;' l'4css, at Pirbright Camp. Contact Pet.er Skinner on O2Jl 4J141)1 .

:;Alt,lll)AY 2f, 0CT0BER 1994: Annual Dinner Dance at the Swallow lloLei., t ar; lt:
l)r rvr', l'lrrrllr;rr lrlrrn. More deLails in next editron.
WI l)Nl 1,1)AY 7 , N(lVt Mllt R 19942 1Oth Anniversary of Formation Reuniorr
(l'4r:nrlrr:r'r; t)nly). At: Trafalgar Room, Victory Services Club, MarbIe Arch,
l tlU(l t.o 24(ltl . (lrrrrt.act. Chris Tye: O6J4 232884.

Dinner
London.

MAY BTH 1995

Ihc )(lLlr Annivr:r':;irry ofl Vt-DAY - "Brit.aln will celebrater'- "furope will
celebrate! But how would vou likecelebratr--" - I n f irct, l-he whole World will

Lhe Nurl-h Ilur;r;i a [--] utr Lo celebrate?
fle allcady havr: inviLes Lo particlpale in the celebrations in Archanqel,
lulLrrman:;k and Jerscy. [3ut surely, our biggest ce.lebrations must take place here
in U.K. Pl.ease ql.ve your ideas to the commitlee - we will consider them all!
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SUPPLEMENT

Of TUESDAY, uu Sth oI AUGUST, rg4l

pr6lt60r0 0y flrgoris
SINKING OF THE GERMAN BATTLE-

CRUISER SCHARNHORST

0N THE 25th DECEMBER, 1943.

The accompanying Despatch was
submitted on the 28th January, 1944,
to the Lords Cormissioners of the
Admiralty by Admiral Sir BRUCE A.
FRASER, K.C.B., K.B.E., Conmander-
in-Chief, Home Fleet.

Be pleased to 1ay before The Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty my
despatch of the battle of the 26th
December, 1943, oFf the North Cape
which cufminated in the destruction
of the German battlecruiser SCHARN-
H0RST. AIl times are Zone minus one.

PRELIMINARY DISPOSITIONS.

2. After proceeding to Kola Inlet and
providing battlefleet cover for JW55A
I returned with Force 2 (see para-
graph 17) to Akureyri to refuel prep-
aratory to covering convoy JW55B.

l. With the safe arrival of JW55A I
felt very stronqly that the SCHARN-
H0RST would come out and endeavour to
attack JW55B.

4. Fortunately my sma1l force had now
been in eompany for nearly a fort-
night, we knew each other and had
practised night encounter tactics
together.

5. Before sailing on 23rd December, I
had a final meeting with Commanding
0fficers at which I stated my
intentions and stressed on this
occasion that every officer and man
must be doubly sure that he knew his
night action duty. Such a reminder
would hardly seem necessary except
that within the Home Fleet there are
frequent changes oF officers and men
and, with constant escort require-
menls, adequate training is n6t easy
to achieve.

6. Should the SCHARNH0RST be encount-
ered I had decided:-

(a) To close the enemy, opening

fire with starshel-l at a range of
about 12,000 yards.

(b) To form the four destroyers in
my screen into sub-divisions and
release them in time to take up pos-
itions for torpedo attack.

(c) To keep JAMAICA in.elose sup-
port of DUKE 0F YORK but with freedom
of action to take drastic avoiding
action and open the distance if
engaged.

7. The endurance of my destroyers did
not permit continuous cover to be
given for the whole passage of the
convoy and my intention was to reach
the covering position at a speed of
advance of 15 knots when the convoy
was east of Bear Island. This would
allow me to spend some thirty hours
in the area.

B. Force 2 sailed at 23OO on 2lrd
December, and in the early morning
next day carried out a last practice
attack using JAMAICA as target.

9. Meanwhile JW55B had been .Iocated
by enemy air the previous day and
during the morning of 24th December,
was being eontinuous.Iy shadowed.

10. Although German surface forces
had never before made a sortie to the
westward, the convoy which had
reached the position 70o40'N.0Jo'10'E,
at 12OO was entirely unsupported and
I was uneasy lest a surface attack
should be made.

11. At 1400 on 24Lh December, I
therefore broke W/t silence and
reversed the course of the convoy for
three hours increasing the speed of
Force 2 to 19 knots. If the enemy
surface forces had searched to the
westward this step would have had
]ittle effect in bringing the convoy
closer, but it would have prevented
the convoy being located by them
before dark.

12. There lvas no further development
that day and the original intentions
For the covering force were resumed.

11. The JW convoy was not, however,

TO

The London Gazette

HAY {tIil 1,/,ri - MAY BIH 1995
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nrirk l r)() i t r; scheduled speed and it
irlrplrrlr:rl t-ltrrt. the RA convoy was pass-
i rrrl lbul Island without being
r:rrrrlirr;Lutl hy l-he enemy. Shadowing of
I lrc .)W t:onvoy toqether with this fact
irll;liuri t:ltt.tt: U-boats if present,
rri rllrl bc cottt'ontrating on the JW.

'14. I Llrclefore requested Rear
Arlni lrrl, Dcstroyers, Home Fleet to
I irkc l-lrr.l f ollowing action if, he
I lrourllrt. iL desilable:-

(rr) Io di.vert the RA convoy to the
rroll lrwrrtrl cloar of the area.

(l:) Ir: rict-ach flour Fleet destroyers
I t rrrtr llA',',4 lU .ll,l558. Jhis was success-
IttIIy r:rrrricd out,

1 'r. I rtow f r:l [- conf i dent- t-hat- i f t.he
l;t'llAl{Nlll)llSI attacked the convoy,
F olcl 1 lntj the escort destroyers
woulrl ciIlrcr drive her off or inflict
rlrrrrrar;c wh iclr would give me time to
clos;r-..

1(>. Drtr inrl t.he night ol 25/26Lh Dec-
ember, t-irc flattlefleet steamed east-
ward aL 11 knots. There was an
unpleasarrL l;ca and condilions in DUKE
0F y0RK wcrc most uncomf,ortable, fev.t
people obt.ained any sleep.

17. AL UJJ9 Admirally message t.imed
0119 was lcceived in which Admiralty
appreciaLod that SCHARNHORST was at
sea. The l;tage was weII set. except
that if StlllARNH0RST attacked at day-
light and irnnrcdiately retired, I was
not yet- r;uf f iciently c.Iose to cut her
off. At 04UU the dispositions of
Forces in t-hc Bear Island area were
as fof Iows:

(a) Jw55B and Through Escorts-
In posiLion lJoJ1'N. 18o54'1,

steering 07tl at B knots. 19 merchant
ships escorLcd by ONSLOW (Captain
J.A. Mi:tioy, D:lU, RN), 0NSLAUGHT (Com-
mander W.ll. Sclby, DSC, RN), HAIDA
(Commander ll.G. de Wolf, RCN. ),
IR0QU0IS (Commander J.C. Hibberd,
DSC, RCN. ), URWTLL (Lleutenant-
Commander J. A. llodges, DSO, RN. ) ,

HUR0N (Lieutenanl--Commander H.S.
Rayner, DSC, RCN.), SC0URGE (Lieut-
enanL G. L . f4. Bal Four, RN. ) , II'1PUL-
SIVt (Lieutenal--Conmander P. tsek-
enn, RN. ) and GLEANIR (LieutenanL-
Commandor I.J.S. Hewitt, DSC, Ri\.),
and the followrnq ships belonginq to
Western Approaches Commarrd- I4HI T[-
HALL, l'/RtSTLER, HONEYSUCKL[, and
0XLIP. This escort lrad also been
recently reinforced by the f,ollowing
ships from RA55A - MIJSKElItR (Comm-

ander R. L . Fisher, DSO, OBt , RN. ) ,
0PP0RIUNE (Commander J. Lee-Barber,
DSO, RN. ), VIRAGO (Lieutenant-
Commander A. J. R. l^lhite, RN. ) and
MATCHLESS (Lieutenant il.D. Shaw, RN. )

(b). RA55A and Through Escorts.
In approximate possilion 74o42'N.

05o?1'1. steerinrl 26Jo at B knots. 22

merchant ships escorted by l'1Il Nl
(Captain I.1.1.R. Campbe1l, DSO, R\.),
llETt0R (L.ieut-enant-Commancler D.-1.P.
Jewitt, p\. ), ASHANTI (l-ieuLerrarrt'
l-unnander J,R. Bat nes, R\. , ll \

BASKAN (LieutenanL-Comnander J.ll.
SLubbs, DS0, RtiN. ) , and SlAtltll l

(Lieutcnarrt-Commander R.l!. t.llir;,
DSC, RN.), and the lollowinq:;hipr; rrI

lVestern Approaches Command - BEAtjt t ,

f/ESTC0TT, DIANELLA, P0PPY ;rrl
ACANTHUS.

(c). Force 1.
In approximate posiLion 1)o52'N.

27o12'1. steerlng 235 af,1B knots.
BTLFAST (Capt.ain F.R. Parham, RN,

wearing the flag of Vice Admiral R.L.
Burnelt, CB., DSO., 0B[, Commandinq
Tenth Cruiser Squadron), N0RF0LK
(Captaln D.K. Ba.1n, RN. ), and
SHIFFItLD (Captain C. T. Addis, RN. ) .

(d). Force 2.
In position 71o07rN. 10o48't-.

steering 080 at 24 knots. DUKI 0t
Y0RK (Captain the Honourablc G.ll.l.
Russell, CBt., RN., wearinq Llrr: I lirtl
of the Commander-in-Ch.ir:f, lltttttt:
Fleet), JAMAICA (CapLirin .1 . lltrr;ltu;-
Hallett, DS0.,RN.), SAVAtlf' ((lomrl;rrrrI'r'
M.D.G. Meyrick, RN. ), :;tltllll'ltlN (l irrul
enant-Commandcl W.S. [)loLr;t otr, llN. ),
SAUMAREZ (Lieutenarri-(lotttnr;trtrlur l.'W.
!,,/a1ms1ey, DSC.,RN. ), arrd SI{)l(t) (l ir:trt-
enant-Commander 5. Slorettil),
R. Nor. N) .

1 8. As JW55B had been consistently
shadowed and reported by U-boats and
aircraft throughout its passage, and
RA55A was apparenLly undetected, I
appreciated that SCHARNH0RST would
make for lhe former convoy.

19. I^lhi1e breaking W/T silence would
give a!{ay the f act that ci:i. ering
lorces were in the vicinity I decidecl
thaL the safeLy of the convoy must be

t-he primary ob.ject.

20. lhe f,ollowing action was therelore
taken: -

( a ) Tlre convoY was diverted to
the north in the hope that t.he chanqe
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of course wou.Ld make it more difficult
For the SCHARNH0RST to find it.

(b) CS10 was ordered to report
his position and D17 that of the
convoy.

(c) My position, course and speed
was indicated.

21. 0n the course and speed of Force
2 and in the following sea my
destroyers had much difficulty in
avoiding broaching to and the DUKE 0F
Y0RKrs bows were constantly under
water.

72. At 0628 I alt.ered the course of
the convoy to 045 and, havj.ng
received CS1 U 's siqnal timed 0540
giving his course as ?35, 7 ordered
Force 1 Lo c.Iose the convoy for
mutual support, as I wished CS10 to
have destroyers with him. CS10
aLtered course to 270 at 0112, in
order to approach the convoy irom the
southvrard arrd avoid, in the event of
action, steaming into the slrong
south westerly wind and heavy seas.
At 0815 ailer receiving the posit.ion,
course and speed of the convoy from
D1 t- , the course of Force 1 was
adjusted to 105 and speed lncreased
to 24 knots.

FIRST CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY BY
FORCE 1.

23. AL O84O BELFAST's radar picked up
the enemy at 35,000 yards, bearing
295, when in an estimated position
7fol5fN. 21o21'8.; at this time CS10
expected the convoy to bear 287, 48
nriles. At the same time D17 estimated
that the enem'y's position was about
l5 miles bearing 125 fron the convoy.

24. In BELFAST the range of the main
echo shortened rapidly and at. 0900 a
second echo was obtained bearing 299
aL 24.5OO yards. This second echo
remained on a steady bearing and was
held until O93O when, from its
estimated speed of, 8-10 knotsn CS10
considered that it was probably a
merchant ship from the convoy and dis-
regarded it. It may well, however,
have been one of the enemy destroyers,
detached to shadow the convoy, which
are mentioned in paragraph 30.below.

25. AL 0915, by which time Force 1

was formed on a line of bearing 180
the main echo bore 25O at 11,000
yards, speed approximately 18 knots.
Force 1 altered to a.Iine oF bearing

150 and aL O921 SHEFFIELD reported
enemy in sighl bearing 222, range
13,000 yards.

26, AL 0924 BELFAST opened fire with
starshell and five minutes later
Force 1 was ordered to engage with
main armament. At 0910 Force 1

altered to 265 and NORF0LK opened
fire at a range of 91500 yards but
had to drop back to clear BELFAST's
range. At 09f8 Force 1 aftered to 105
and at O946 Lo 170 by which time the
range had opened to 241000 yards and
the enemy had altered course to 150
steaming at about l0 knots.

27. NORFOLK alone of Force 1 continued
firing until about 0940. She claimed
one hit with her second or third
salvo and this has since been
confirmed by prisoners as a hit
either in the crowrs nest or the
bridqe port direetor which eaused
several casualties. Other observers
consider that she scored a further
hit on the forecastle without doing
very much damage but prisoners have
not yet confirmed this. The 5-
inch cruj-sers did not open fire
during this phase of the action and
the enemy may at this time may have
been deceived as Lo the number of
cruisers in Force 1 and thus made a
second attempt to attack the convoy.
From prisonersr statements, however,
it seems that SCHARNHORST had been
expecting to engage two or three
cruisers.

28. After N0RF0LK ceased firing Force
1 pursued the enemy to the southward
but the range continued to open with
the enemyrs speed at J0 knots. At
0955 the enemy altered course to the
north east and CS10 at once apprec-
iated that he was trying to work
round to the northward of the convoy
and attack again. Possibly this wds
the result of an exhortation from
Admiral Doenitz which appears to have
been received and read to the ship's
company at about this time. In the
prevailing weather conditions, with
wind force 7-B from the south west,
Force 1's maximum speed was 24 knots
and as that of the enemy was estim-
ated at 28 to l0 knots C510 deci.ded
that Force 1 must get between
SCHARNH0RST and the convoy. Force 1

therefore altered course to 105 at
1000 and to 375 at 10'14. Six minutes
Iater contact wilh the enemy was lost
when he was bearing 078 at 36,000


