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EDITORIAL

Once again, you, the contributors, have excelled yourselves with
the stories and reports for this "North Cape" edition. After editing 34
editions I thought I was immune to the headache of '"what to publish and what
to file away for a rainy day!" Not a chance, the headache was bigger than ever
- pass my rum bottle please Peg!!

You will find twenty-three pages of "North Cape" reading and I
have tried to keep repetition to the minimum. However, I am sure you will
agree with my decision to publish the complete London Gazette "Report of the
Battle by Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser. This official report will raise a few
eye-brows I am sure. Mine were raised when I read (Quote) "There was an
unpleasant sea and conditions in DUKE OF YORK were most uncomfortable, few
people obtained any sleep". So all of the participating destroyer and crews
can join me in the chant, "Hardships! Hardships you B....... s! You don't kriow
what Hardships are!!"

Just as big a thank you is due to those of you who find that their
contribution is not published in full, or has been placed in the ready-use
locker.

I can feel more headaches coming on - early response for the
"Flower Class Corvettes" edition due out next March, are already arriving!

We know we have some members with eye-sight problems and we are

looking into the possibility of transferring the Northern Light script on to
audio tapes. If you would be interested in this service please let the editor
know as soon as possible.

You will also find on a later page that fFrank Pearce has produced
a series of Battle Tapes. I have listened to the "Trinidad Convoy" tape and
found it most interesting.

Who was the youngest member on the Arctic Convoys? Many of you
misinterpreted the request, by just quoting your date of birth. We had to
relate this to the first convoy you sailed in! For example, two members born

in the same year, but one may have taken part in a 1941 convoy whilst the
other would be much older if he did not do the run until 1945. Alsc you 17
year olds can forget it, you were old hands! We have several M.N. lads who
were 15 years old, and R.N. 16 years old Boy Seamen in the 'Big Ships' and
Battle Class destroyers. We will probably be shot down in flames by naming
these two

DAVID MURPHY was 15years, &4 months and 24 days when he set sail as a Deck
Cadet on EMPIRE BYRON in PQ12, and FRANK HOWARD was 15years, 7 months and 26
days when he sailed on MARYLYN in PQ11. Now, I fully expect to get someone

writing to say "My discharge book states that I was just 15 when I signed on,
but I had put my age on by 12 months to get to sea under the Red Duster!

THE COLOUR SUPPLEMENT! The coloured pull out centre pages of this
edition are to become a reqular feature and will always include the latest or
special 'club news'. This supplement features the various Christmas Messages
from your officers and others. Also you will find an Appeal, and a full list
of prizes for our Grand Spring Draw, together with other items of Stop Press

@%%M

-
OUR NEW HON. TREASURER & WELFARE OFFICER

Following the sudden death of Shipmate Eric Rathbone, committee
have made the following appointments, which are valid until the next A.G.M.
HON.TREASURER: E.S.R. (Ron) Phelps, 89 Tyle Teg, Garden Suburb, Burry Port,
Llanelli, Dyfed SA16 OSR. (Tel: 0554 834935).
WELFARE OFFICER: A.D. (Albert) Horne, 30 Hamble Road, Sompting, Lancing,
Sussex BN15 OES. (Tel: 0903 76466).

Albert has filled the position vacated by Ron, who was our' Welfare
Officer for 8% years. Both shipmates have vast experience in similar positions
within the R.B.L., R.N.A., and other ex-service organisations.

They look forward to being of service to you all, please give them
your support and co-operation.

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 1-4-93 10 30-9-93

INCOME EXPENDITURE
Subscriptions Audit Fee 75.00
Life Members (34) 2040.00 Honoraria 1350.00
1993/94 3885.50 'Standard' equipment 15.95

1994/95 144.00 6069.50 Payments from Welfare 479.35
Bank. Deposit a/c Interest 7.97 Payments to A.C.M.T. 66.90
Donations Received 764.13 Purchase of Slops 1345.60
Payments for A.C.M.T. 76.90 Costs Reunions held 2316.13
Sale of Slops 1969.26 "M Future Reunions  58.00
Income Reunions held 2627.30 Northern Light 3684.72
" Future Reunions 2269.50 Committee costs 719.80
Postage, Stationery,
and Telephone 1474.69
Excess Income over
Expenditure 2198.42
£13784.56 £13784.56
Cash at Bank 1/4/93 £15147.66
Add Excess Income over Expenditure £ 2198.42
Cash at Bank 30/9/93 £17346.08

The Hon. Treasurer has asked that the above accounts should be
published and to issue a few words of caution. He states that although the
bank balance of £17,346 looks very healthy, a large slice of that figure is
already allocated. Approximately £4,000 is Life Membership subscriptions which
will be progressively used in the years ahead. There is £3,000 of members
advance payments for various events and reunions. In excess of £5,000 is
allocated to the Welfare Fund and a smaller amount to our 'Distressed Members'
Fund. Before the end of the Financial Year we will have the expense of two
editions of Northern Light - with the increase postal charges which will be in
effect by the time you read this. These two items alone will almost certainly
exceed the present Excess Income figure of £2,19 842 giving us a deficit orn
the vyear's working. He also states that future statements will show the
Welfare Account as a separate figure. (Thanks Ron!)
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DIARY OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS

WEDNESDAY 8 DECEMBER 1993: "CHRISTMAS LUNCH" at HMS DRAKE - why not go back to

Jago's Mansions for 'big eats'. See Page 3, of last edition of Northern Light

or phone Peter Skinner on 0237 431481.

MBER 1993: "CHRISTMAS PARTY" in Senior Rates Mess, HMS EAGLET,
Princes Dock, Liverpool. 1130 to 1500. Phone Dick Squires on 051 487 9567.
THURSDAY 13 JANUARY 1994: Thanet area members' meeting, at Royal British
l.egion / Royal Naval Association, Margate, Kent. Contact E.Sharpe, 8 Southwood
Road, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 OAA.

SATURDAY 12 MARCH 1994: HMS "BELLONA" reunion at Victory Services Club, Marble
Arch, London. "Chummy Ships" invited. Contact Arthur Willis on 0932 564383.
SATURDAY 26 MARCH 1994:: Annual Northern Dinner Dance at Stretton Hotel, North

Promenade, Blackpool. Contact Les Jones at 35 Neargates, Charnock Richard,

Chorley, Lancs or Tel: 0257 791632. NOTE: The draw for the Grand Spring Draw
prizes will take place during the evening.

FRIDAY/MONDAY  8/11 APRIL 1994: HMS "CUMBERLAND'" reunion in Great Yarmouth.
Non members of Cumberland Association welcome. Tel: Tom Ponder on 0223 840188.
SUNDAY 24 APRIL 1994: Proposed date for Dedication of ACMI's Font at St.
Nicholas Church, HMS DRAKE. See ACMT report on page 37.

MONDAY/TUESDAY 25/26 APRIL 1994:  "Mid-Week Break" at China Fleet Country
Club, Saltash, Plymouth. See page 3 of blue supplement for full details. Any
one for qgolf?

SATURDAY 30 APRIL 1994: Proposed date for Dedication of ACMT's Arctic Memorial
incorporaling HMS ROYAL ARTHUR's mast, in the 0ld Church Yard, Liverpool
Parish Church. As part of Battle of the Atlantic week end in Liverpool.
SATURDAY 21 MAY 1994: Annual Southern Buffet Social Evening at the Victory
Club, 1IMS NELSON, Queen Street, Portsmouth. 1800 to 0100. Further information

when available, from Mervyn Williams on 0703 775875.

"D-DAY" CLLEBRATIONS: (See Hon. Sec's letter in supplement). Members seeking
more information are advised to contact the D-Day Society, 9 South Parade,
Southsea, Hants P05 23B. Members from the North Wales are may be interested in

the the D-Day Celebrations at Llandudno on WEDNESDAY/THURSDAY 4/5 MAY which
are being organised by Wrexham Royal British Legion and include a Beach

Memorial Service, Military Displays, Bands, Concerts, etc. Contact Kevin
Blanchard on 0978 312823.

SATURDAY 235 JULY 1994: Annual London Weekend Supper Dance at the Gascoyne
Rooms, Union Jack Club, Waterloo, London. Contact Chris Tye on 0634 237884.
Please nole that the committee wish to try a different date and venue for the
A.G.M. in 1994 and it is not scheduled to preceed the above event as il has
done in previous years. See Stop Press for further information.

SUNDAY 24 JULY 1994: Annual Wreath Laying Parade and Service alt the Russian
Memorial, Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey. Followed by Buffet Lunch i
Sergeants' Mess, at Pirbright Camp. Contact Peter Skinner on 0237 431481.
SATURDAY 26 OCTOBER 1994: Annual Dinner Dance at the Swallow Hotel, tagle
Drive, Northampton. More details in next edition.

WEDNESDAY 23 NOVEMBER  1994: 10th Anniversary of Formation Reunion Dinner
(Members Only). At Trafalgar Room, Victory Services Club, Marble Arch, London.
1800 to 2400. Contact Chris Tye: 0634 232884.

MAY BTH 1995. MAY 8TH 1995

MAY 8TH 1995

The 50th Anniversary of VE-DAY - "Britain will celebrate" - '"Europe will
celebrate" - In fact, the whole World will celebrate! But how would you like
the North Russia Club to celebrate?

We already have invites to participate in the celebrations in Archangel,
Murmansk and Jersey. But surely, our biggest celebrations must take place here
in U.K. Please give your ideas to the committee - we will consider them all!

SUPPLEMENT

The London Gazette

Of TUESDAY, the 5th'of AUGUST, 1947

Published by Authority
SINKING OF THE GERMAN BATTLE-
CRUISER SCHARNHORST

ON THE 26th DECEMBER, 1943.

The accompanying Despatch was
submitted on the 28th January, 1944,
to the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty by Admiral Sir BRUCE A.
FRASER, K.C.B., K.B.E., Commander-
in-Chief, Home Fleet.

Be pleased to lay before The Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty my
despatch of the battle of the 26th
December, 1943, off the North Cape
which culminated in the destruction
of the German battlecruiser SCHARN-
HORST. All times are Zone minus one.

PRELIMINARY DISPOSITIONS.

2. After proceeding to Kola Inlet and
providing battlefleet cover for JW55A
I returned with Force 2 (see para-
graph 17) to Akureyri to refuel prep-
aratory to covering convoy JW55B.

3. With the safe arrival of JW55A I
felt very strongly that the SCHARN-
HORST would come out and endeavour to
attack JW55B.

4. Fortunately my small force had now
been in company for nearly a fort-
night, we knew each other and had
practised night encounter tactics
together.

5. Before sailing on 23rd December, I
had a final meeting with Commanding
Officers at which I stated my
intentions and stressed on this
occasion that every officer and man
must be doubly sure that he knew his
night action duty. Such a reminder
would hardly seem necessary except
that within the Home Fleet there are
frequent changes of officers and men
and, with constant escort require-
ments, adequate training is no6t easy
to achieve.

6. Should the SCHARNHORST be encount-
ered I had decided:-
(a) To close the enemy, opening

fire with starshell at a range of
about 12,000 yards.

(b) To form the four destroyers in
my screen 1into sub-divisions and
release them in time to take up pos-
itions for torpedo attack.

(c) To keep JAMAICA in close sup-
port of DUKE OF YORK but with freedom
of action to take drastic avoiding
action and open the distance if
engaged.

7. The endurance of my destroyers did
not permit continuous cover to be
given for the whole passage of the
convoy and my intention was to reach
the covering position at a speed of
advance of 15 knots when the convoy
was east of Bear Island. This would
allow me to spend some thirty hours
in the area.

8. Fforce 2 sailed at 2300 on 23rd
December, and in the early morning
next day carried out a last practice
attack using JAMAICA as target.

9. Meanwhile JW55B had been located
by enemy air the previous day and
during the morning of 24th December,
was being continuously shadowed.

10. Although German surface forces
had never before made a sortie to the
westward, the convay which had
reached the position 70°40'N.03°10'E,
at 1200 was entirely unsupported and
I was uneasy lest a surface attack
should be made.

11. At 1400 on 24th December, I
therefore broke W/T silence and
reversed the course of the convoy for
three hours increasing the speed of
Force 2 to 19 knots. If the enemy
surface forces had searched to the
westward this step would have had
little effect in bringing the convoy
closer, but it would have prevented
the convoy being located by them
before dark.

12. There was no further development
that day and the original intentions
for the covering force were resumed.

13. The JW convoy was not, however,






