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EDITORIAL P.M. 71'H l.tAY bY OROSS.

SU}IDAY B:UI }IAY. uontlnued bv llauri-ca CrosB

A ner day tiarnetl, a aunny day rlth Peerless blue skles.
In fact re took th€ 8un rlth ue aIL around the U.i.S.ti. even
to ti{urnanBk. l{e set off on a tour of the clty and rere
Jolned. by a rotirod adnlral of the Soviet f,ar V€trrans
Connltte. ln leningGd. Our guldee allocated u3 to tho
three coachea and I was pleased to Ilsten to the alu]-cet
tones of liadJa ileunkova as sh€ shoxed us varlous parte of
the clty as ue11 as giving us the nanes end h16tory of ttt€

l{61cone to our special editlon of North.,r.n l,i,"ilrt.. A ,

mentloned In ny previous editorial, this edltiorr I,r
devoted entlrely to our r:ecent vLslt to L€nlngr-arl, Mo.,,:,rw
and Murnansk. Hopefully, lt xi]1 brlng trrck a 1ot (rl tyrt,py
menories to the participants, and rll-L nake lnterestinrg
readlng to al-l neabers - perhaps rhetting a few appetl-tes
for future tou-rs.

First, on your behalf, I say thank you to the coDni.ttee
for agreeing to ny suggestion that we rr:n this issue as an
extra. Thcy dld so rithout hssitation by saJ.lng, ,'Go ahead
Dlck, spend a fex roubfes - lt's the eetbors noney, they 8,re
entitlcd bo it". It is qulte a fen roubies too.' vllth the
prelEratlon, printing, envelop€s and poBtage we get very
lIttle change oul of SJO0, Thanks also to the nany volunteors
Hho teve contrlbutod xith roports and raflections of the
vlslt. It all goes to nake the lerg€st edltlon of NorLhern
f,lght ttn,t Le t!av6 producod - 2X3 pe6csi

The tour ras fi::st announced aL the Annual Dlnne"r Dance
at South Nor.ranton last Octotrer, Littl-o dld ne knox wtst was
ahoad of ut; - lt certalnl-y war; noL all plaln Baillng. over
ths next few nonths we tued soverul 'ot'f {n' slLuLtlons a:td
many nlnor lE'zard.s to ryrvlpFrte. ttuL finally, the touL Has a
gr:eat succesB and one Hhlch xe xIIl tx) repoatin6 ln 1"989
and 1990. Also, we did tt xlthout the arlclltlonal- nlddlenan's
cllargeir, no Lour: oper:ator wl:, lnvolved LtBnks to the very
helplul advlce f'ron InLorr|irrt florrcoH Ltd and the $ovlet
Embas$y.

'Ilhe la:rL tew d.ryr, lr'1orc the 'bI6 one, had Arthur
l{1l.ll,: a.nd myr;ell on t}ro hop - we dldn't knor if the next
plpe wo'tl.l be 'tl&nd, , l.o,jtatlons for Leavlng Harbour.,
'lllECiirl r;oe l)ut.yncn itloso Upr or'Actlon Statlonsr. But,
btl lng ox-Lor'lmtlomn (a fCfi and !I0), everything ras 1n the
hanrlr; of Lho ,!lil-o; ard the plpe turned out to be tEaJtds to
IJa.n('e an(l .ikylrrrk'. (e tlaoh nado tr.o vislts to London and
Gmr! .rH.ry ul Ll, ireven carrler bage of docunents, air tlcicets,
vlr,ar;, oLu. otc-, to be dlshed out at the a.lq)ort, also ca,1ls
on tho ontrr;rry and visa de.pertnent, phone calls to as far aray
a:, trlillnir Lto-Lunbla anl to llo partlcipants to lnfora thel of
a clungo ln 'take off' tino - re could.n't starL th€ tour
wlth tL tllr;-erttlsfled cIeH. A tBppy ship BkcB an sfflclent
:rhlp a.nd LI,LL xar] aLxays lmportant xhen you !{016 on a vo}ragf
to Lhc t(o la Irrleb.

Ar w, ll ar; belng a pllgrimage and hoLlday the tour s€rved
one ot.hor very lmportant purposo - He all Eadc a lot of nrx
f rlorilr,trllr,r emonr{rit r:nllnary people ln the Sovlet Unlon,
lnop[c .jur;L [1kc ()u]rielvos. Most lnportantJ.y, &longst the
younger prner,,i.tion - iI ;Lny of you trave g:andch!.1dren who
wrrrrlrl lllrr to wrlLe to chlldren of thaLr olm age in llurnansk
l)lcf,fc lol ma knnw l,et's sta.rt the N..R"e" Pan Pals olub.

lln!,r{1n0, tmrs baln6 planned ln 1p8! and L99O, see
ito[i t'rtrr orr lllgo 2t].

Our ba:ave 120 took oif ln th6lr ?upelov IJks fron
catrlch aDd lloathror bourd for Irnl'D€Ead aad th. U.S.S.R.
Tho Ileattrrror departure ran covorcd by SoYlet, Televleloa
aDd. rs xere to !3et loopla ln lrniagzad, ilun pnsk a'nd. MoBcon

rho rer€ a.ble to tell- us that they had seea us lcavlng. I
llad a stLght colly-robbloa as ry feet kept sliatlng aray fror
trc - csp€cIally et takc-off. Iater I ras to dlscowr lt ras
the bLoke ln front of re nert ou6ly Frehlag along the loose
c&rpot xlth hls feet.

tenlnsEad AlrPort' surprlslntly aBl1 for RUBBI&'g

second clty, Bs reachcd rithout lnclalent aDd thr€e coaches
soon rhlBk;d ua off to our hot l - th€ zulkoskayr in Vlctory
Squar€. The couBtrysidc appeared drab collEreal tlth hoD6,

the clty trees xerc leafloss - thelr SPriDg rust b€ latsr
than oure.

Ihe PulkoBkaya's corrl'ilorB rsre a 'Joggar'a trlp' Iont,
thrae thousa,nd. xoor8 alral BPleldld roolrs thay rer6. Us rsre
not too carrlod. auay xlth the food, but pertnps r.e h8d not
s.tt16d Ao{n to a allffer€nt dlet, nith souP coElng tralf tay
through the to41.

Our thre€ lovely gulde lnterpreters - Natasha thelr
attrr&ctlv€ leader, NadJE the beauttful' xith a'a accent€at
volc6 thet ?rould. nal(e & bl'shop kiclr a hole ln a gtalasd
glass nlndow, aDd sxaet 1ltt1e LeDa. Ihey told us they rould
icraln rith us throughout the tour aul that lt rould be thclr
fisst vlslt to llurBlsk. Th€y rcro alrays offlclent, carlng,
very patlent attd !6ad]' rlth a Brile - even xhen soro of us
Har. late boardlng a coach.

One of ntrr cherlshed Eerorles of Ianlngzad, 1186 &a

incident ln one of the barB at tho hotel. The soserhat
f16rce brBn, r.ho gleeted every rBquest for drlnks Yith a
look of barcly supreesed. fury, refus€d to accept Deutchnarks
fron a prty of G€nan tourlBtE. So I osteatatiousLy wavsd e
Flver over lhelr square h@ds' xhich the brla,n accoptod
xlth a sDarl. ThE Krauts reanrhile were SrovEl'llng about ln
thelr nallete for Arerloan DolLars. A lorent to savour
indeed - a qulck burst of 'Rule Brlttanla' would bave
round.eal ihlngs off nlcely. Ubat rere @rra^os dolng ln
Leolngla'd on the eve of YlctorJr Ey? Bearing ln nlnd tbat
tholr countrynen HerB r€sPolelble for lore than a dllion
IBnlngz?d atoad. - but sensltlvlty tas trever I strong Gprran
tralt.
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grand. buildlnga, cara.ls aad rlvers. the cltyrB etr€ete
rcr€ an lntrigulng dxLurc of the replly resplendcnt a.nd
the tatty. Oae nluute you could be tLrlvtng al'olg the
luposlng l{ona Erbenklent, or through spacioue squarse of
mgalflccnt czarlst ranslons and th6 next rlnutc tMou€b
se!r1-der€11ct elde str€ets.

A11 the cars had a vaguely 195o's look about ther,
nalnly I€d,aB, alrart froe the occasiornl pgslve bLack 211,
car:rylog presunbly, Sovlet offlclalg. I notl.cod a 6r6rt
dlffercnce betrcen the gpnoratlone. I,tost ltua8ialr youtrg
yoien w€r6 snarbly ilressed, vrry ettractiy€ 'nd ri,th
nodern halr-do's. But the aidd.le aegal and c)derly ronen
looke<l e6 re probably vlsuallsed ther - vaguely pcasaat-
lsh ln the true eenee of the Bord (a peaeant Is a farrer).

I dlafn't take nuch aotlce of tho ren.

To retura to our tour - aftor ttrlvlne along the
beautlfu1 Feva rlver, re stopped for a photo borea'k by tro
'RoBtrialr tor.era overlookiag the Pet€r and Paul Fortress.
Th. toxcrs have Eculpturos of shlps bors proJectlng frol
the sld.es. These xell trophica reprosentlng eaery shlps
sunk or pa.ptured by Pet r the Groat's D.r liavy. Ihe onory
belng the Si{ed6s - rho r.6r€ a very rarllke ntLon ln that
century. A dlfferent story to the last xar, rhsn thay
flogged 8,r[B to both sldes, and rerahsd neutra].

A chant€ of nood. our vlsit to the mass g::avee of
the PiskarJovskoye l{etsorial C8stary. Slx bundrcd thousa,ld
d.ead euEormd.sd us ln rasE gravos.. Tho burlal loulds hlt
you as hard as serrleal lanks of qros8€s ln the l{o:ra,rady
var cenetarles. The NazL ring of stc€I EDclrcled. the city
tor 2t yeara. Torards the ard of the sel6e trenty thouse,nd
people per day rere dying of etarrEtloa and rounde. l{edJa
!{elnikova told u6 tiet Hltlcr had plsnlcd a rtccoptlon 1a
the hotct ActorLa - he even had lnvltatlo! canla prlntod.
He dld not nake lt - but n€lther d.id Ir20Or000 Lenlng::ad
soldlers and clvlllans.

Itre X.R.C. and hund.rsds of Bu88laac throng8d the
cereta.ry. Sore of thElr war votor:ana lud about fiftecn
n€d&18 oach s1d.c of their chests.

At e Blven sigrlal the I.n.C. rreathlaylng perty of
120 quletly IEced down tho centraL psth to tbc glent
statue of 'xother Russla' - her alrs outetretched to
rccelve her dead. Ken Bu].f and Dlck Squires ad\ra[ced to
the floyor coverBd p1lnth and lald the Yroath of roEost
carnations and alsroenerla, reverently to rest.

Dlck then Save the Ode to tho FBI1ea. A very noving
and enotlonaL monent. I think that tho hundrods of
nussiana prusent thought so too. I roul-d lug{no that
they xere vastly impr€ssed by forelgners honourlag the
Leningrad dea.d so slncerely.

,'lho &re you?,, a,skod a 'I.V. tear, liho rere prepsrbg
for tho Vlctory Ds.y csLsbration. Dlck Squllse told then.
"Ho .iust trad L,r lnclule this cenetary ln our Ptlgrirsge
to Mrmnsk and He are very proud s"Dd hurbLe to 1ay our
vreath". Anl ao the N.H.U. featured yet again on Jovlet
'1.V. and l+idlo - it xould bo rDre rhen we reached the
Arctlc L:lrcle - lllck assured us of that.

So, In a sonbrc rood xe arrlved at tho L€ulEgrad
br3nch of the Sov1et lar Vetelsna CorDltte€ to be greeted
on the IEve.ent by Bore of the officials, one of rhor ttad
obvlously rct Dtck bcforc, by the xay thsy Sroetsd €ach
other. Ii ls en lntrigulrg fact that every tlec re' ex lIcos
and. ntelotsr reet ltussian Vot6r3lsr lt Is elxays the top
brass, nothlng befor a CoElaDdor or a Colon€l - not that r€
nlnd, re Just xonder xhele thelr Lorer doci( tylles are? fe
rere uslFred qulekly lrato a Saronlal nanslon, up a aoble
st€.lrcasb and lnto a lofty-celliaged ctslber. RuBBlaD

Adnl:al Ala)@nal€I Savo a sp6ech of ralcore rad rsferzt9d to
Vlctory Dy anal our part ln tbc convoys, togeth€r xlth the
nuselan forcee. He lntroduceal us to a couple of Red NaYy

captalns rho lrad conrardetl destroyers durlnS our tlne in
the Kola Inlet.

questlontlne brought out one of the N.8.C. hunourlste'
,'l{hy ate thoro no brerBrieB ln lontng:cad?" - tba,t broke tho
lcc: and brought a quick retort fmr Dlck Squlres' "In our
c!.rcuees, Jusl 1lko the RusBlaD onoBr ro alrays brln6 on
the elowns flrst". He 6xchanEpd plaqusB aad Bpeeches aDd

talked about tha ral(e up of thetr veteranis ortanlsstiotrE'
AI1 thls, of course, vla the nhble braln and tongue of
our star perforner Natastp Yurkova. ilhat a perforrance -
laterpretint qulckly back snd forth, she mde it look so

easy. Hlttrout our thlee glr1s, re roulcl trave been volcelese
and aarloss ln the U.S.S.R.

Irter la the afteraoon, t{adJa t{elitrkova lcad a party
of us to thc flerrltage t{useur and Gal}erl€8 (T*re ttinter
Iala.cc). Thls nagnlflcent bui)dlng could D.ko eone of our
palacei look 1lke DlBsen huts. 0nce inslde re rere dzzzled'
by the opuJ.ence of tha cza.r's receptton rools. H15h Plllars
covcred rlth gold 1eaf, precloue stonee set ltr erboBBed
ratls ancl a}1 llghted rlth dazzlln8 chlndallors. The
plcture ga1ler1ei casually displayod tro i,Eorantlo da Vlncl
pelnttngs, a [1chae1an691o eculpture, about ten 8€rbr:a^ntst
ior" nai"ils and a hosi of othcrs. I roadered at the 100fi
survlval of pa}aces and raasLons through the holocaust of
the 1917 Bevolutlon. E\rlilent'Iy that uprtslng res lnltlatcd
by both vorkers and tnt€ll€ctuaLts. Tho Int€Ilectrtr'lc tor:e
oi L""" s&ld "for Ch.rlst's sake doa't bum the bloody
place doxn, or the r.011-l 1111 thluk re are thLclc aarEgesn.
I quote tltat xe11 knorn hlstorl'aa, Koanoth Yarxood, N.il.C.
In one nesplenilont oheiber, lladJa poi-ntcd out a clrculer
losalc, rhich accolrllng to NadJa' fi1]ed a J.arge holc ttre
story Ie thlB - Cathorlne thB Great got a rood. on' roved
lnto the llinter Palace antt rcfusad all contact rlth her
court and subJects. Sho bad a ttlnlng table and floor
arranged eo thrt thc table couLd b lorerd dorn to the
kltchiaE ab,r then ralsed corplete rlth food. ttrie, to
avold hrvlng scrva,ats standlng about noer her. -'ronly the
ricc rnd I sh!1l adrlrs all thlej" she sald, rcferrlng to
her pintlnge and prlce168e artifacts. so her Bubiects
ca116d th€ Ialaco 'The Herdtage' because of Catherlne's
solg ltrpoEcd exlle.

By the nay' dld you knot{ that Tolstoy's 'Har aild
Peace' Bhould be 'ilar and People' accordlng to RoEa,
arother lnterpreter, the orlginal Busslan rord had three
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n€anltrgs - brt th6 lgnolant forelgners translated it in
error. Not nauy people know that, apart fron a fer uil}lon
Russlansi

Back to the PuLkoskaya for a free evening - xe'lI need

lt, bec&uso tololrox lt's off to i{umansk &nd the Vlctory
Celebo:ations.

VICIINY DAI, I,IONDAY fii I,IAY. by GHRIS.B.flE.

brought back nostalgic and polgnant nenorles of the rooden

clty-and ttocks devaitated bv borblng t,t i1?' tle g:^zed ln
adni::atlon on thclr truly fantastlc rebulldln6 ProS:raEEe,
although slgns of the derellctlon could occasloDaLly be

seen t6 ,"rnln. Especlafly notod xas the bul}d1na of the
rasslve Arktlka Hotel and' surroundin5 buildings vislble
fron our bedrootr r.lndoirs. Dlck Jqulres sald' i-n October 1987

"l 
ttr" start of hls nonths of p1annl"ng aDd organlsatlon of

th6 tourr that we noultl be ln l{urnansk on Victory Fy' and

rlght on tlne and on cu6r xc certalnly rere'

At 15lO our coaches took us to the docks xhexe He

boarded the Euperb cnrlse-ship 'Vatslav Vorovosky" rhere
He were jolned by Soviet *ar Vetprans and nenbers of the
public, ie ,ere ;11 allocated cabins (dl't they expect us

io be seaslcl(?) Ue cast off fror the ietty e'ad headed out
io""ra" tni fota Inlet undcr glorloue sunay skles' the
ehlp's tanaoy a,nnounccdr t.Please llsten to announcelenta

""g;"dfu8 
ptrotograptriig r€strlctiotu"' Ile. roDdered hor far

i""r.". ioine to 
"et-:. 

ina rhat we rerc going to sea' t{ou1d

re go as far as tho htghLy nltitarlsed ar€a around
ro$arnoe? Thts wae agaln anothcr scoop for Dick, but I
,rouiit lf he knen Juet rhat had' bcen planned for ua by

Intourlst, the uunanek VetenJt8 and the I'IuJ'nansk Steal-

"nfp Co.piny, the orncrs of 'Vatslav Yorovoskyr' Ie a1l
ass-elUled ln'the fassenger lpun69 to rocelva a further
relcone by the veterans, ttrts developcd lato a nLxed dls-

"rr""1oo "id ooo A}len, iercy Price and ceorSB Klng related
sore of thelr personai ncuories of 1Q17. our hosts soei€d
to bc greatly intereetcd and hpreseett by this' PJaques
and soivenlrs rer€ pr€sented on bohalf of North Russla
Club.

The reetlng closed and xe aIL rent on d'6ck as the
vesael hove to. Inaglne our feellnge &s Ye tathcr€d on the
poop tleck to fln<l that re rere actuelly out of the Inlet
ioa-ln the Sarents Sear not far fro! the sPot r'hcr€ g'l'I's"
6uo""t faA teen sunt. ftrat cruelr forbiddlng eea peld
its rcspects too, lt r&s lIk€ a nlllpond' It dld not
surprtse !e that Dlck had dctalled our rrcath laylng
p";y - Col1n Page, a survi'vor of Gossaner, and €x-Dexchant
;;;;n Itl:ry clIl{r&n of s.i. Etrpir€ Buttross, rho had

spetrt Lole iiran a year ln Munensk d'ocks act1u6 a6 'heavy
ri.rt' grrtp' the ship's enslgn rae loxered,to half nast, as

Colln enal lerry gently and rlth feeLinS, laid our wreath
on the mter. At-tire iale tlne, txo Sovlet veterans fald a
slnllar rreath. I'he ship's siren sounded to couenc-e two

nlnutes ellence throughout the shlp. As the wroathe floated
s1ow1y axay the }a'd.tes ln our lErty cast stels of

""trr"iloou-on 
the sea. lte rreaths slonly slnklng bsLor the

raves to those nhors nelory they were lntended' None of us

w111 ever forgei thls cercnony.

*e renalned. on deck for a Hhlle, during thls tlne xe

continucd to nlngle rlih our hosts and He Helre preeented
rlth three statuettes by the Connodore of the sovlet TraHler
Fleet, hlnself an ex-Red Navyr Kola Veteran.

As re salled back dorn the KoLa Inlet for the return
Journey, I secretly left the Dinlng Jaloon Hhere dlnner Yas

&lng servear as we were about to 1u'ss Polyarno6' I donned

At O5OO in our hotel a buzzer sourded at the be'lside t(
herald Vlctory Day. No darn was to br€ak as it trad been day-
ltght since the pr€vious evening. No darn chorus was heard
oniy the chorus of 120 of us, xho had probably not boen
awatened so earry for m.ny years. A great day xas ahead of
uE. Br€akfast at O6i0 consisted. of fish, cheeser yoghurt,
brown bread., etc. (no tacon, eggs or nilk Ia si-gbt). Ihen,
followed the coach'Journey to the alrport where we arrived
aL O?)O.'{e took ofi on our fli6ht to Murmansk at 08J0, soon
ire xere to see snotr on the barxen xastes and hl1Is be]or us'
Although brlght early mornin6 sunshlne, it tt;ld not been
strong-enough, or $arm enough to melt the snow. A truly
fantastic tight fron the alr, as thls was our flrst v16w of
the real Rusila and this desolate Fanor:ana Lasted untlL He

landed, He then vleHed the saBe scene fron ground leve] at
IrlurnBnsk Alrport.

DIck lnslsted that he and Peg disenbrked' flrst and we

soon kner why. Ho r.as arare of the welcone He Here to have
and had kept lt fron us so that lt xas not sPoj-Led. As se

ralked a,cross the tarmac the flrst of many greetlngs
aHalted us. School chlldren, sone of them nere tots, fron
Iocal schools, each stanilng rlth a florer ln thelr hand
and rhlte, cut-out, dove of leace badg€s ln th€ other. They
could not contaln their excltnent and enthuslasn &nd l€n
out fron tho terninal bullding steps to g{.ve us €ach a
tullp or carnatlon and to pin a dova on our laP€Is' ADd',

xtth chtld 1lke laughs and ssllles sald', "telcone to the
Sovlet Union of Rusila anai to Mu]3[ansk'-'. 'Ihls very noving
and. enotlvo velcone touched us all, ther€ w'aB not a dry
eye in slght, even fron the toughest ex-oatelots.

At thls stagB re rere inforned th8t it was Just
posslble for the fittest of our nenbers to dash aray and

Joln the Vlctory Parad.6 and that a coach xas raltlng to
Jpeed then aray for Hhat xas expected to be a four-nile
nrarch. Dlck caffed for volunteers ard. he had to flnd nore
tranoport, as he hatl J6 volunteers to f111 the llo seats on
th€ coach. l{ho ever hoard of 'Jolly Jack' volunteering to
narch? Not xishln6 to rlsk ly gan[y 1eg I dtd not ralse
my hand but reported 'Excuseal bootsr Sir'. So, the story
of ttrat rarch is rePorted leter.

After bookin8 ln and travln6 lunch at I'luroa,usk's best
hote.L, the Arktika, our coach took us on a short tour of
the cl.ty, our three interpr€te6 being asslsteil by a tean
of l-ocaf guldes. They thanked us Dany' naoy tlnee for
brlnglng the glorlous sunshlne, especlally for thelr big
d6y. [y11p.n:;k IraS an avorage of 16 sunny-lsh d.a)rs each

.yoal'anri we turd brought 4 of themi Our return to I'lurmansk
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fur coat antt hat as the cool of evenln8 tras appmaching
and stood. alone on dsck taking ny rlnd bacl( to 1*+3. I co:a
chll1 ran dorn ly bol( aDd shrug6!ry shoulderB I rucaIl€d
that ttay of so long a8o' Hhcn I had Balat "D.ar God' hor
nuch loirgcr have I got to Etay la this awful place' Please
tako !e [ore, even lf the shlp slnks on the xay'r. llltneeelng
thi6 sceno alone ras a peraonal plece of uostalgia' of rhlcb
no olle r.aB arare. ReJolnlnS ry collegues and ladics at the
dlnlng tabler I agaln ::ea1lsed ttrat we xere all belor decks
tturlni the innediate pasalng of the ner PoLJra'rnoe l{aval
Xase.

Folloxtng atr Exc€I1ont nealr @ny of us retu:red to thc
Iounge to be entertalned rlth a short coDcrrt of song and
d,ance, lry a grouP of young Rrssians. Al 22OO ,e rare
approaching ihe docks conplex and 'VateLav vorovosl(y' apltr
trove to. ttigh on the hiU overlooking the clty rhor€ the
hute lonutretrt 'Alyosha' staDds' a hu6e flreror* disp}ay
began. this was the erd of a very speclal Victory IEy. or
rai the displa,y a,nothcr rslconc bck to the 'C1ub of North
ftussla'? - the na!€ re arg affectlonately rsferreal to, fron
the EEbassy in Londo[ to the Ko]a In]et.

So €naleal a truly xonderful experience, lt res stlU
dayllght at O2O0 the following nornln6, Hhcnr a,fter our ]ast
'nighl caps', ne reallsed thet ln 21 hours re had oxp€rIo[c'd
a;et ffight, a V1ctory !a::ad.e, a cnrlsc +orn thc Kola Inlet'
a ilnner and Concert aDd a Flrol{or*8 DlBplay. A1l on
probebly ths "l,ongBst By of our Livea".

ryL Continued bY Oick ioulres'
fiEre is the story of a Vlctory $arch that startod ea a

Falklands style 'YonPi and flnlshed rith a police cscorti
Our coach dld aot arrlve at the starting Polnt lrntlI after
the rarch nas re11 on it's ray. Consequently re xere a8ked by
the polIce to ttlsenbark and r€r€ shorn a Ehort cut to th6
aurult, Hhere the tsarch r.es to flnlsh. He fouDd oureelvss on
a st6ep lncline, up a sllpperyr craE$rr nountain tracl(. fhe
only advantage ne had over a Bluff Cove to Uoult liarrlBt
'Yo[p' *as tEe glorlous axctlc BunBhino. t{e arlivsd at the
uonunent at an ldeaI rolent rtth a fer nlautes to 6IEre bfor€
proceedlngs courenced. lie w€re qulckly ard courteouely
{rsher€al throWh the pttrerlng crord, to a vantage point rtght
alongsldc the Eternal Flane. Ic Here a,Bzed at tho slze of the
gatherlng - estlnated. by the 1ocals as I0r000 people, rany of
then veterans, but also servlng soldiers and sallors, aod
nuna anal d^ads rith childrcn.

The Soytet 'lpBt Post' was sounded, a vo1ley of shotg
xere firetl, the Navat Guard pr€sent€d arus and thc t{lnutes of
Sllence coulenced. The only sourd tlrat could be heani through-
out the sllence, ras the soubre beat of a slngle airu[rer
beatlna off the BeeoDds of tinc. Then' foJ.lowir€ tbe rr€ath
lay1ng ceremony and the placlng of slngle bloom by ladlvldtpls
we prepared to depart. lho Has going to l€ad the deecent doxr
the rountaln trzck? ttrankfully, Intourlst aad the r{urmnek
Pollce Departnent had cone to our ald.

ilhilst the cerenony IIad been takLng p1ace, our coaches
had been allowed up the Eountaln road 1,6 zi point near to the

'Alyosha' Menorla1. lIe boarded our transport and rerc gLven
a po11c6 escort, corplet€ wlth blue fLashtng Ughts for tb€
Journey dorn to the hote1. By the tl&e re alrlved the rest
of the party wer€ Bettled in to thelr roors.

But rho was thc Sul1ty ran o:r the coach xho renarked,
r hope the pouce arn't taklns us to the Gltlag - ve've onlJr
beeB hele tr.o hours?".

TI'ESDAY lOIH i{AY. neportPd by Don AILe4r

Heather Sunny. Tcnpelsturc 15oc. 59o!'.

A snaIl delegatlon had asked to reet the CbalrDD of
Hurmtrsk Clty Council, l{r Vladlair I Goruatshkln' es a tood-
rl11 nisslon b€tr€en thelr cltles.

Ur ConEtshkln arrived at the Alktlka Hotcl &t 0850
hoplng to re.t all of our party prlor to returaing to hls
cGnbars. E&ving oxPlalned that this could cause drlay ln
the Intourlst schedulc, he lnvited us back to Clty HalI
yhere the Irnlon Jacl( ras proninently displayed rith tho
Sovlet FLaa.

fo rer€ r61coE il Hlth the folloring slEecht- "Dear
Frlenda, ile are Sfad to see you ln li{urnanBk, aB Bny Brltlsh
people Hcr€ here durlng the war. Ilere Jrour frlende dletl,
treri our father€ alieal. 16 caJr uniorstand your reasons for
returrrlng. Evory year partlclFnrs of the convoya conc h6t:c
and last year rc rec'eived a deleptlon fror the Unlted
Statee, and nore recently one fron foland.

Eycryonc re[enbers tho days of thc rar, lt ls dlfflcult
to exprcsi !y focllnga &nd to thauk you 8I1 for conin&
Y66terday you lertlcllated in the Victory c61€brations ard
lald floieis, your frlerds aod rel-atives riIl knor about it'
*hen Hr Gorbecirev vlslteal Humansk he sald that the clty ras
the 'fltchen of the Norlh' and x111 be a auclear frce zone'
l{ox I r{ould like to proBont your aseoclation rlth this book
rhlch portlays the beSlrrDbA of fiu::na,nsk as you kaer lt a'nd

rccords our progresB to thc present day."

Ihlg rag duly accepted by Dick Squlres on behalf of the
l{oruh Rus8la Club aDd 1n his reply he thanked the Chalr'raa
for thc gtft rhlch rould bccone prt of tho club'B luseur
and archives. He then sa.ld tbat he lroufd' like to lntroduce
the colleegucs he had rlth hln.

Flrst' John Jcnkins who as l'layor of Neath Socla,llst
Councll, had pleasur€ In presentlng a coat of arns crsst on

behslf of the clty fathers antl comullty. Fert, L€s1le
EvaDS J.P.as ex-ltayor of Ab€rystryth CounciL present€d a
plaquo oD betralf oi the tr{ayor and Counclllors of the clty'
itrei foltorrea Jack flarllneon, to present a plaque on behalf
of the igyor and Socia]lst Councll of Grlnsby - frol one

great fishing port to aDother. Jack a13o presented the
dhalrnan rlth a pcrsonal 6ift fron the llayor. Chrls fye as
founder, p:resented. a N.n.C. Plaque and Don Allcn harded the
Chalrma a copy of the nu8sian Convoy book. i{e then a].l
rscolvsd a plctorlal book of l{urnansk, xhlch ln lt's preface

dcplcts the four axard.s pr€sonted. to the City by the State.
Flrst, the Red lpbour BaEEerr for the reconstructlon of the
clty in 191, then the Order of the htriotlc Uar 1r+1-19+5,

IB


