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EDITORTIAL

For my sins, the committee have purchased a new electronic
typewriter—cum—word processor, in the hope that I can produce a better
quality magazine. I'm sure that this will happen — in time! But I do
object to those members of committee who refer to it as Dick's new
toy. At this stage I think it is more like an animal - and one that is
not yet properly house trained. It's going to be a long time to tech it
to spell Korrektly. Does anyone know a remedy?

Many thanks to the few of you who didn't point out the glaring
mistake on Page 1 of the last issue. I have attended Jimmy's Defaulters
and my excuse was, "I was only testing, Sir". "'MARCH 1945' was a date I
used to see if our readership would notice". 'Jimmy' said, "They did"
and "You are a Ruddy Liar".

As promised, the main feature in this issue is "Escort Carriers'
your response was excellent and we will run another feature on the same
topic early next year.

A "NATRANA" Wildcat comes in a little too wild-—

—-and lands 'On a Wing and a Prayer'.

Next issue will be the merchant navy's turn — come on all you
'Red Duster' lads, let's have your stories by mid—August.

Following many complaints regarding delivewyy of your magazine we
are trying a different method with this mailing. Please let me know if
you notice any improvement — or have further complaints''

Happy Reading
R.D. SQUIRES, Editor



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,
THE LAST WISH OF A GREENOCK WIDOW

I would like to add a little more to the 'EMPIRE SKY' article
published in the last edition of Northern Light.

It was at the end of October, or early November 1942, that thirteen
merchant ships in Reykjavik were approached by an official to volunteer
to sail to Murmansk without escorts. We were offered £50 per man bonus.
The ships were to depart at approximate twelve hour intervals, three
turned back leaving ten to proceed on the voyage. These were five U.S.
and five British. I was aboard "EMPIRE SCOTT" the last ship to sail.
The "EMPIRE SKY" was sunk in the early hours of the morning, we arrived
in her last known position at about 1500, but there was no sign of
survivors or debris. There was thick fog which lasted for several days.
Three American and two British vessels arrived at Murmansk, another
American had gone on the rocks off Spitzbergen. The fact that the
U-boat had been damaged possibly saved us — and other vessels.

Gordon W. Long.

Dear Editor,
A CORTINA IN PLACE OF A CORVETTE

My wife, on seeing the T.V. shots of the devastation caused by the
earthquake in Armenia, decided to try to help. An appeal was given out
at the local church. Within hours there was a convoy of cars up my
road, to hand over blankets and warm clothing, forty bags in all.
Then followed three round trips to the collection depot, my Cortina
loaded to the gunwhales.

A Cortina is definately preferable to a Corvette, and the trip to
depot far more easy than the trips north, over that corrugated water, to
the land where the deep freeze door was always open.

But only too pleased to help.

Arthur W. Bartle, ex 'HONEYSUCKLE'(K27).

Dear Dick,
UNITED STATES WARSHIPS

With reference to Neville Rodgers' article on USS "ALABAMA" and
"SOUTH DAKOTA" and 'Limey' buntings detailed thereto: I had this exper-—
ience when I was detailed off to pack my bag and hammock and go to a
destroyer, the USS "MADISON" in April 1942. I was being 'lent' as they
put it, for liaison purposes, she looked a beautiful ship as the boat
approached her, with brand new paintwork, etc. There were several other
'Buntings' from various ships, including the Scapa Depot Ship "TYNE".

We were made extremely welcome and the food onboard, in comparison, was
out of this world - and we were given an advance in dollars so that we
could use their equivalant of the NAAFI, we even had our dhobying done
for us (yes they had laundries on their destroyers).

We were on her for about three months screening the "Big Shipd
covering Russian convoys and after that "MADISON" went back to the
States. We were transferred to another destroyer the USS "RHIND" and
carried on as before, the ironical part was that we [ound oul afterwards
that we were entitled to a shilling a day 'Hard Layers' from our Navy,
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because we had nowhere to sling our hammocks, it was like living in the
Ritz and being paid for it. The Americans, of course, all had bunks on
their ships.

After another advance of dollars we were living like lords. These
advances were given as credit, we never however, had to pay them back
and perhaps we will be arrested if ever we go to the States.

However, all good things come to an end. We had to say farewell and
it was back to 'Straight Rush' and 'Clacker' grub on "ONSLOW". Gone were
the days of keeping watch on a cosy, heated, closed in bridge.

These Yankee destroyers never actually went all the way to the
Kola Inlet and most of the crews were disappointed, but I was quick to
assure them with the words: 'YOU AIN'T MISSED NOTHING'.

Tom Upton.

Now a cutting from the Caithness local newspaper, sent in by Sandy
Manson.
REUNION FOR "ROYAL OAK" SURVIVORS

Thurso British Legion has approached Caithness District Council
requesting financial assistance to stage a reception for survivors of
HMS 'ROYAL OAK' sunk in Scapa Flow 50 years ago this October.

Around 30 members of the 'Royal Oak' Survivors Association and
their wives plan to commemorate the tragic event by travelling to Thurso
at the end of August, with accomodation and travel arrangements made
by the local R.B.L. committee.

At Monday's council meeting in Wick, members will be asked to
provide funding up to £450 for a special reception in the Legion club-
rooms to mark the anniversary, bringing together civic dignitaries,
senior officers of the present day armed services and the survivors.
'Royal Oak' was among the largest battleships at the outbreak of World
War Two, despite the fact that she was one of the original Dreadnoughts
designed to revolutionise the Navy in the early 1900s — built in 1914 at
Devonport, she weighed in at 29,150 tons.

At the outbreak of war she was part of the Home Fleet, flying
the flag of Admiral H.E.C. Balgrove, and it was while under his command
she was dealt her death blow, taking with her 822 officers and men.

The ship lay at anchor at the extreme end of Scapa Flow harbour
when at 0130 on October 14th she was struck by a torpedo, causing an
exlosion in the bows. This was followed by a further salvo fired by a
German U-boat which had broken through the 'impregnable' defences around
the anchorage. Within twenty minutes the ship had gone down with a
tremendous loss of life, including the admiral and other senior officers.
Tt's distance from other ships preventing a prompt rescue of those
onboard,

NAVY HIE
In the park beside the lake, I watched the boats go by,

A picture gay and colourful against a summer sky.

And suddenly a sailor lad came drifting into view
Strange it was to see him there, that boy in navy blue.
I saw him resting on his oars beneath the willow tree,
Was he sailing in his thoughts upon some distant sea?

In a convoy bound for Malta, bombed by night and day
Or taking tanks to Russian harbours, fighting all the way.

(Found on deck onboard "MATCHLESS" in 1943 by Sandy Manson)



LETTERS (continued.)

Dear Dick,

4 My latest book on the Russian Convoys is being published by
Fontana Paperbacks (approx. £4) on October 20th. The foreword is by
the Admiral of the Fleet Lord Lewin of Greenock. The book is entitled
"RUNNING THE GAUNTLET". If any member would like me to personally sign the
book I will be pleased to do so. Just send the book to my address
61 Longmead Road, Windmill Green, Paignton, Devon TQ3 1AX. enclosing
a large stamped addressed envelope.

Also, should anyone wish to purchase a copy of my first book,——
"THE SHIP THAT TORPEDOED HERSELF" (the story of PQl3 and 'Trinidad')
I still have a few, personally signed hardbacks left at only £3 each. Plus
large stamped (59p) addressed envelope.

Frank Pearce.

Dear Editor,

The following item appeared in the Sunday Post on 12th March 89
would it be possible to include it in N.L.? J.B.R. (included with much
pleasure. Ed)

"I AM ONE OF ONLY 15 SURVIVORS FROM H.M.S.'MAHRATTA" SUNK
ON RUSSIAN CONVOY IN FEBRUARY 1944, AND WOULD LIKE TO
CONTACT OTHERS" LES BLOODWORTH, 105 BISHOPTHORNE ROAD, BRISTOL

Dear Dick,

We held our first re—union for Welsh members of N.R.C. on April
lst. last and I might add that it was very successful we had a wonderful

time. We were honoured by the presence of the Deputy Lord Mayor of Swansea.

We all offer thanks to Shipmate Tom Morris for his wonderful
efforts in organising the re—union and making it such a memorable evening.
We are looking forward to another venue, same date, next year.

Tom Upton.

Dear Dick,

I was on "BAMBOROUGH CASTLE", consequently N.L.N°15 brought
back a few memories. Particularly when referring to" DENBIGH CASTLE" and
"LARK". We stood by whilst "BELLONA"s diving team were in action and the
following amusing story comes to mind.

During the diving operation a number of small boats gathered
around, the occupants appeared to be partisans of some description, both
male and female, complete with rifles and bandoliers etc. They were

trading hats, and knives for whatever was going food, fags or nutty. One
young female had an item on offer that took the fancy of a N.R.C. member
who shall remain nameless. It was a knife I think, for which she wanted
cheese! "Hold on" said our nameless one as he disappeared down to the mess
deck, reappearing a short time later with what seemed to be the required
comodity. Trustingly she sends up the knife and Jolly Jack sends down the
cheese of which she immediately takes a bite, only to find that it was a
bar of 'purser's hard' soap. Her immediate reaction was to slap a bullet
up the spout exclaiming that he had no parentstv Whereupon, upper deck was
cleared with everyone disappearing quickly down every available hatch or
bulkhead door. I wonder if he still has the knife.

Bob Brighton.

From: The Venerable N D Jones CB QHC BA

CHATHAM MEMORTAL WINDOW FUND

At the end of the Second World War, the names of all those men of the
Chatham Port Division who gave their lives were commemorated in a Book of
Remembrance and the-ChathHam ships which were lost were also remembered by
the installation of stained glass windows depicting the ships' crests.
These memorials together with the First World War Book of Remembrance were
housed in the Nore Chapel of St George's Church, H.M.S.PEMBROKE. When
Chatham Dockyard and the Naval Base closed in 1983, St George's ceased to
be a church, so the Books of Remembrance were removed to the Royal Eng-

‘inees's Garrison Church at Brompton for safe keeping. St George's itself

is now maintained by the local council and the stained glass windows and
other memorials have been preserved in situ.

Since 1983, the Army Chaplain has converted a corner of the Garrison
Church into a small Naval Chapel, with a White Ensign hanging in one
corner and Royal Naval Associations and WRNS Association Standards in the
other, with a small altar between. The two Books of Remembrance are now
kept in this chapel together with two kneeling stools. It has become a
tradition that a Naval Service be held in the Garrison Church each year on
the Sunday nearest to Trafalgar Day.

Some time agd, a suggestion was.made that it would be appropriate to
create a more permanent record of what is believed to be a unique assoc—
iation between the Army and the Royal Navy, and that this take the form of
stained glass in the windows above the altar. A simple design with the
Naval Crown in one window and the Globe and Laurel in the other was pro-—
posed with a fouled anchor in the small window above. This proposal has
been agreed by the Naval authorities and the Royal Engineers, and will
cost about £5,000.

It is thought ‘that many who were connected with the Royal Naval
Barracks, Royal Marines Barracks and the Dockyard in Chatham would wish to
be associated with this project which will continue to keep alive the
memory of the ®Chatham Port Division. I have therefore authorised the
opening of a fund to receive donations for this project and if you would
like to help, please send your contribution, large or small, to:

Lieutenant Commander H Blease MBE RN (Retd)
Hon Treasurer

Chatham Memorial Window Fund

c/o The Senior Chaplain's Office
Headquarters RSME

Chatham

Kent ME4 4UG

I would be very grateful for your support.

N (/%::ﬁ/”

—



"ESCORT AND "WOOLWORTH" CARRIERS IN THE ARCTIC.

The request for items for use in this edition's 'Carrier' feature brought a
terrific response — enough for possibly three editions of NORTHERN LIGHT. There
were also a few words of warning about the use of the title 'Woolworth'. As one
of these warnings came from an ex='jaunty' I had better watch my step. The
feature will consist of a series of excerpts - some from official reports, some

from diaries and others from your letters.

First, from Sid Conley's letter:

I point out that "Woolworth" carrier is a misnomer as far
as "ACTIVITY", "AUDACITY", "CAMPANIA", "NAIRANA" and "VINDEX"
were concerned and you may get an unfavourable response from
lads who served on those ships. I think you will find that those
who served in British built ships have a particular, even if not
reasonable pride in that fact.

"AUDACITY", the first British Escort Carrier was converted
from a German banana-boat and commissioned at Blyth, Northumb-—
erland, on 20 June 1941,

"ACTIVITY" was the first all British built merchant-hull to be
made available for conversion into an auxiliary carrier. She
was larger than "AUDACITY" and had twice the capacity for air—
craft.

"VINDEX", "NAIRANA" and "CAMPANIA" were all British built hulls
made available for auxilliary carriers. They were completed in
the yards at which they were first laid down: "VINDEX" at Swan
Hunters, Newcastle on Tyne, "NAIRANA" at John Browns, Clydebank
and "CAMPANIA" at Harland & Woolf, Belfast.

There was a vast difference between the all-rivetted, steel
flight deck British ships and the welded, wooden deck American
built "Woolworth" Carriers.

And now, from Sid's subsequent letter:

I did quite a few Russian Convoy runs both in "NIGERIA",
1941 and 1942 then in "NAIRANA", 1944 and 1945. It is not easy
now to make comparisons or truly segregate the good, the bad or
the bloody awful. To be quite honest I think that most of them
would fall under the last category. However, JW64 and the return
convoy RA64 in "NAIRANA" were by far the worst. There is no
doubt that those convoys suffered the most continuous and lethal
enemy aircraft attacks coupled with the most appalling weather
conditions ever experienced on Russian Convoys.

"I can recall an incident whilst standing alongside the
starboard after Pom Pom and watching a Ju88 coming into attack.
At first I was delighted in watching the captain of the gun
calmly holding his fire, waiting until the JU88 was within
range at which it was impossible for the Pom Poms to miss him.
The bloody kite was practically inboard and by this time I was
screaming my head off to 'Fire'-'Fire'. The torpedo was dropped
so close, it seemed to me that it must surely hit the ships
side. At that moment "NAIRANA" was hit by a stern sea and lifted
some 30 feet. The tinfish passed harmlessly under the stern. I
don't know how the JU88 managed to clear our flight deck as she
started to climb. The captain of the gun was one of my staff
and I started to use some very insulting expletives to him
before he replied in kind to say "the........ gun has jammed" .
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"NAIRANA" was my first experience in a Carrier.........For the benefit of
those who have only served in Pukka R.N. Ships the Escort Carriers were a
different world. The ships company fell into three catagories, Fleet Air
Arm, T124X and R.N. All engine room and cooks and stewards were T124X
(Merchant Navymen serving under special articles). Whilst I learned to
have the greatest respect for these men after seeing a few convoys through
with them, it nevertheless must be said that they experienced some diff-—
iculty in accepting naval discipline. Maintaining discipline and a high
morale with the mixed ships company of over 800 men was not easy, espec—
ially having regard to the hazardous and tiring duties imposed on the
Russian Convoys. However I never recall any incident when "NAIRANA" was
not able to fulfill her roll. Some very unorthodox methods were often
applied in circumstance where the Naval Discipline Act and KR & Als
were something one was aware of, but applied the Nelson touch to. One
wonders if perhaps a record of how this was achieved should not be put on
paper especially for the information of my Lords of the Admiralty. Then
again, is it not a fact that such things were achieved simply by acting
in accordance with unwritten naval traditions established over the past
200 years and whatever was done had all been done before in other theatres
of war or stress and would be done again should a need arise.

The prime object of the Carrier is to keep her aircraft airborne as,
and when needed and both "NAIRANA" with her 835 Squadron and our sister
ship "CAMPANIA" with 813 Squadron achieved this to a remarkable degree
having regard to the atrocious weather conditions and frequency of heavy
air attacks and the constant 24 hour night and day A/S Patrols with open
cockpits by the Swordfish. You have to experience life on a carrier to
really appreciate the skill and courage of the aircrews particularly
those in the Escort Carriers with their small flight decks. So much of
the flying on that convoy was night flying. Particularly hazardous in bad
seas. Each take off and landing represented a feat of skill and cool
nerve. The success of landing depended too on the skill of the Batsman.
Flag Officer R A McGregor made this point in a report when he said "Get-
ting the fast fighters safely aboard in a 60 knot wind with the carrier's
stern rising and falling 50 feet was 1largely due to the skill of the
Batsman". Many times I watched Swordfish taking off in blinding snow
storms from a pitching flight deck disappearing from vision as they strug-
gled to lift off and thinking "come back safe lads". Unfortunately
some never did.

H.M.S."TRACKER" and 853 Squadron. On 11 Sept. 1944 a ground party and
the Squadron stores were transferred to "TRACKER" by sea. The aircraft
flew aboard in the Firth of Clyde on 12th and the ship anchored at Roth-
Say. During the next few days the squadron was completed by the addition
of 3 Wildcat fighters. "TRACKER" proceeded to the Tail of the Bank to
take on stores on 20th. During the next three weeks extensive training for
aircrews was undertaken. The ship proceeded to Scapa Flow via the Minches
in company with "VINDEX" (811 Squadron), and "NAIRANA"™ (835 Squadron) and
screened by the 21st Escort Group. During the voyage the squadron made
its first operational sortie. The ship arrived at Scapa on 15th. On 19th
the squadron was brought up to full complement of 11 Avengers and 6 Wild-
cats, with an additional crew on loan from 852 Squadron.

"TRACKER" sailed from Scapa Flow on the 2lst October 1944 in company with
"VINDEX", "NAIRANA" and "DIDO" and escorted by "UNDAUNTED", "NUBIAN"
and the 21st Escort Group, to join the escort of Convoy RA61. On 22nd,» twO
Avengers sighted the convoy. The carrier force joined the convoy on 23rd.
It consisted of merchant ships and submarine chasers bound for Russia.
The carriers and "DIDO" were stationed in the centre of the merchantmen.
Close screening was by the 17th Destroyer Flotilla and the 8th and 2lst
Escort Groups. The 3rd and 15th Escort Groups formed an extended screen.

During the passage the carriers took it in turns to be duty ship for 8
hours each. "TRACKER" maintained two—plane 'Adder' patrols from 0630 on
7






