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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Ngtice is hereby served that the Annual General Meeting of the North Russia Club
will be held at THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB, SEYMOUR STREET, MARBLE ARCH,

LONDON W2 2HF (E1 Alemein Room) on Saturday 13th July 1991 at 1430 hours. Please
support your Officers and Committee with your attendance.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

(1). "Roll Call" and apologies for absence.

(2). Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on Saturday l4th
July 1990 and matters arising.

(3). Annual Committee Report by the Chairman.

(4). Honorary Secretary's Report.

(5). Honorary Treasurer's Report and presentation of audited
accounts for the last Financial Year.

(6). To consider proposed amendments to the Constitution
and Rules.

(7). Election of Officers, Committee and Honorary Members
and appointment of Auditor.

(8). To review Subscription Rate if recommended by Committee.

(9). To consider payments of Honoraria.

(10). Other matters of business including a report by the
Arctic Campaign Memorial Trust.
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THE ROYAL TOURNAMENT — FARLS COURT, LONDON

We have again been able to make a block booking for the Evening Performance
on Friday 12th July at 7.30 p.m. Tickets are £9.50 each (discount price). These
are available on a "First come — First served" basis to Postal Applicants only.
Cheques should be made payable to "North Russia Club" and sent to R.D.Squires,at
address published on previous page. '
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A.G.M. LADIES NIGHT AND SOCIAL/BUFFET DANCE

SATURDAY 13TH JULY 7PM FOR 7-30PM

Thv Annual Ladies Night will take place during the evening of the A.G.M. It
is not intended to drain ¢lub funds by printing 1200 booking forms, many of
which would not be used. Ionsteand, members who wish to attend this function
or are interested in further details are requested to contact the organiser:—
Ernie Skelton, 105 Melbourne Avenue, Dover, Kent CT16 2JH. Tel; 0304 202704.

The cost dn £1250 per person, Cheques to be made payable to North Russia Club

There is an allocation ol rooms made available to non V.S.C. members stating

that you are a N.R.C. member attending the function. Bookings direct to V.S.C
Dancing to the "Phane 11 Duo® Late night Bar Extension
Wee look forward to your altendance book early.

WHEATH LAY INCG HERVICE & PARADE OF STANDARDS
BROOKWOOD MILITAKRY CEMICTERY  HUNDAY 14th JULY AT 1100
The annual ceremony will take plare as staled above,the Parade of Standards from
the Canadian Building to the Wuseian Memorial will be led by the club Standard,
supported by Standards from loval asnsoeiat bon I'he ¢eremony will be conducted
by the Rev. John Willtams, H.N.H. Folluwing thin a Buffet Lunch will be available
in the Sergeants Mesis, Piibiight Camp,oouitesy ol the Brigade of Guards. The all
in cost is £5.00 per person, This o Tide lune li, tranaport between Brookwood
and Woking Stations, the camp and the temeiery, There in no charge for the
wreath laying ceremony. Bookings anml Chegques 1o Bick Squires not later than

5th July please.

SEVENTH ANNUAL DINNER DANCE REUNION
AT THE GRANBY HOTEL, HARROGATE, YORKSHIRE
SATERDAY 26 OCTOBER 1991

Again we do not intend to prinmt 1200 booking forms. All members who wish to be
kept informed of the arrangements or to make advance bookings are requested to
apply to Les Jones, 35 Neargates, Charnock Richard, Chorley, Lancs. A stamped
and addressed envelope will be appreciated.

Full details will be published in the September edition of Northern Light.
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"DERVISH '91" THANKSGIVING CONVOY

The celebrations of the 50th anniversary of the first Arctic Convoy are to go
ahead despite several problems which our Soviet friends have not yet fully
resolved. It now seems certain that the convoy will not commence from U.K. but a
number of vessels, both naval and merchantile will rendezvous at a point off
North Cape, then proceed to Murmansk and Archangel. A further problem is the
number of visiting veterans (us') who can be accomodated and fed in Archangel.
However, we have been able to negotiate an increase in our numbers, but it is a
matter of "First come - First served". The plans which we have drawn up with the
approval of the Soviet authorities are:
Saturday 24th August: Charter flight from Stanstead or Gatwick direct to Mur-
mansk. (We already have sufficient bookings to make this viable)
Sunday 25th and Saturday 26th August: Special cetebrations in Murmansk and Kola
Region including Gala concerts, displays, exhibitions, visits to ships etc. Late
on Monday, those who wish will be able to board ome of two ships, the first
sailing from Murmansk, the second from Severomorsk (ex Vaenga), to the point off
the North Cape.
Tuesday 27th August: Rendezvous with transport ships and Soviet naval vessels —
0 surface vessels (destroyers and frigates), 4 submarines and 7 planes. It is
confidently expected that there will be Royal Navy presence also! The ships will
carry out exercises and weapons displays to honour all who perished in the
convoys and to salute the veterans. There will be wreath laying at sea and an
interdenominational church service including Russian Orthodox church. A section
of the convoy will then return to Murmansk.
Wednesday 28th August: Ships arrive in Murmansk for more celebratioms.
Thursday 29th August: Our party will travel to Archangel by air, sea or rail -
your choice. On arrival by air or rail the party will be taken on tours to
places of special interest to veterans. Those travelling by sea will take a
route route via the White Sea islands (including Gulag Island!) and will arrive
with the convoy on 3lst.
Friday 30th August: Archangel's celebrations start on a large scale and during
these a memorial plinth to all who perished at sea will be unveiled at Solumbula
on a waterfront site where all ships pass by.
Saturday 3lst August: The convoy will arrive at 1030 hours exactly 50 years from
the hour of the original Dervish Convoy. The celebrations that will follow have
not been disclosed but we have been promised a "Russian Spectacular”.
Sunday 1lst September: Further celebrations, tours and farewell function.
Monday 2nd September: Return charter flight via Murmansk or Leningrad.

There is a possibility that there will be a further increase in our attendance
limit, but dont take a chance — you may be too late. Booking forms are available
from the Hon. Secretary. Address and phone number on Page One.
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Our next Northern Light is the 25th Edition and we will make it a celebration

issue. It will include reports of our member's visits to Jersey, Murmansk in
May and Canada, as well as a Stop Press report on the Dervish event.
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CHATHAM BARRACKS

What was it about H.M.S. PEMBROKE which made everyone, who passed through
the main gate, get a feeling of not being loved by the barrack stanchions who
were permenant staff ? The more knowledgeable armed themselves with a "chit"
which nobody even queried and was a ticket to partial freedom from those in
authority who greeted one with "Aw right, what are you" ?

Remember the draughty tunnels in which we tried to sleep - that is, those
of us who were not able to get "up homers" or commonly known as "up the line"?
How many of us recall on reaching London Bridge, a solid mass of sailors
charging down the long corridor to the ticket collector, those without tickets
being ensconced in the middle of the crush ?

On going home on weekend leave with a tin of "tickler" (for Dad) hidden

in our bundles of dirty clothing (for Mum) hoping that we were not chosen for
a random search.

Another thing, what about the three—badge mess killick who always contrived
to have his thumb in the measure of rum ? Wonder why ??

Where else could a situation arise when an 0.D.Tel. (Me!) arrived at
Chatham and staggering across the parade ground laden with a hammock and small
suitcase under one arm and a kit bag on his shoulder to be bellowed at from a
distance "Pick up the double". I couldn't believe it and when I reached the end
of my stumble I was told "When you gets the order to double — you bleedin'
well double where's your card"! Ah yes - happy days !

Cookham Camp on the other hand was a blessed relief however where we were

exercised and further trained, for better things to come - like Naval Party
100/200 !

Some of us may remember gathering round the piano before Sunday lunch
bawling out appallingly filthy songs like "Sambo was a lazy coon". The pianist
was nicknamed 'Ginger' for obvious reasons. I cannot remember his name.

I wonder if anyone else had the feeling that I had, arriving at Chatham
Station for a free lorry ride to those forbidding Main gates. Tantamount to
entering the Scrubs perhaps !

Tom Speirs (N° 32)
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A TALL STORY

There at Trafalgar, Nelson stood
Surveying all around
At hoards of milling citizens,
"They're pressganged I'll be bound"

"Never have I seen Jack Tars
Who look so ill conceived
And they all are wearing badges
'Ban the Bomb' if I'm believed"

But tarry yet awhile dear friends,
How could he get to know
Of 'Ban the Bomb' and CND?
He lived so long ago!

T'was not the Nelson that you know
Who fell in battle solemn
This all took place in London Town
Perceived from Nelson's Column!

Tom Speirs (N° 32)

A LETTER FROM WILLIE BRYANT ex—ARGUS

Dear Editor, I enclose a few lines re "Dervish" and "PQ.1" :-

I was stirred into action when I saw Captain Wyburd's comment on
page 34 of Northern Light N°22, when he makes reference to PQ 1 being
the first convoy. I am not in agreement with this contention and that
Murmansk was at that time being considered for convoys in the winter,
as ARGUS delivered the Hurricanes to Vaenga (Murmansk) in August 1941
when she was part of Operation Dervish which was the forerunner of the
outward bound convoys designated PQ.The risk of air attack forced
the RAF maintenance party to be diverted to Archangel, and so were not
immediately available at Vaenga for the maintenance of the Hurricanes
which flew from ARGUS when she was off the Kola Inlet.

I claim without a shadow of doubt ARGUS and other ships in company
were the first and I give the following support of this contention:
(1). Captain Wyburd's official reports as held in the Public Records
Office are for the period October 1941 to March 1942, and these were
PQ convoys, whereas ARGUS was in Operation DERVISH which arrived in
Russia at the end of August 1941, I was aboard ARGUS at the time
and can speak from personal knowledge.

(2). ARGUS 1left Scapa Flow and later joined the remainder of the
convoy which had left Iceland on 2lst August 1941. We later joined
VICTORIOUS, DEVONSHIRE and SUFFOLK for the westward return from
Murmansk.

(3). PQ 1 assembled and sailed from Hvalfiord on 28th September 1941
and this was after Operation Dervish.

(4). In the application form for the Arctic Zone Medal, there is a
reference by Captain Wyburd to the arrival of PQ 1 in Archangel in
October 1941 but it is unfortunate and unfair that he made no
reference to Operation Dervish — the convoy that preceded PQ 1 of
which part went to Murmansk and the other part went to Archangel.

(5). Shipmate Ted Balaam (SHROPSHIRE) in his note on page 28 of
Northern Light N°22 very properly refers to this first convoy to
Russia of which ARGUS and SHROPSHIRE were part. Thank you Ted, for
this confirmation.

(6). The 40th Anniversary of Victory was also commemorated by the
Soviet Post Office and the Stamp Collector's Club of Murmansk and
clearly shows this commemoration of the 45 years of the first convoy
and "PQ DERVISH is on the Soviet stamp.

(7). Northern Light N°6 (March 1987 page 5) is most significant and
reads:— "The 40th Anniversary of Victory was also commemorated by the
Soviet Post Office and the Stamp Collector's Club of Murmansk. Below
are some scaled down photostats of some of the issues. The first
is of particular interest as it commemorates 45 years of the first
convoy -~ PQ DERVISH the allied flags are shown with H.M.S.NIGERIA
in the van with merchant ships and is dated 12-8-41 — 31-8-41 the date
of the Iceland - Archangel trip. This, and the second envelope are
postmarked Arkhangelsk 31 — 08 - 86 and carry the legend "First Convoy
Allied Great Patriotic War".

Kindest regards.

Yours sincerely,

W.R. BRYANT. (734)
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H. M. S. SHROPSHIRE - 1941.

SATURDAY 30TH AUGUST: 0630 sailed from Scapa Flow in company with ARGUS,
SOMALI, MATABELE and PUNJABI for S.E. Iceland — speed 18 knots. Formation
three Tribals abreast followed by SHROPSHIRE, followed by ARGUS.

O O 0 Destroyers

@ Shropshire

(] Argus

SUNDAY 31ST AUGUST: Thick fog. Informed that we would not reach harbour
tonight. Formation - line ahead. 36" S/Ls burning on after bearing.

MONDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER: Still thick fog, thinning at times but only for short
periods. Burning 36" searchlights so that vessel astern can see us. Fog
bouys streamed also. Commander broadcast at 1900 that we were not going into
harbour. The operations that are to be carried out are as follows:—
SHROPSHIRE is oiling destroyers alongside tomorrow afternoon and probably
again towards the end of the week. DEVONSHIRE, SUFFOLK and 3 destroyers
escorting a convoy of R.A.F. personnel will reach Murmansk tomorrow. On
Wednesday night SHROPSHIRE will rendezvous with DEVONSHIRE and others.
Sunday, ARGUS flies off 24 Hurricanes which have to be assembled on the
flight deck. On this day we shall be 160 miles from nearest German airfield
and 100 miles from Murmansk. Object is to establish an airfield to help the
Russians. ARGUS has two Martin naval planes on the flight deck ready to take
off to shoot down any German aircraft that may spot and try to shadow us.
A visit may be expected from the Luftwaffe. Speed 8 knots. Formation:
SHROPSHIRE, ARGUS astern, followed by three Tribals in line.

TUESDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER: Fog still thick. Slow progress. S/Ls burning.

0930 SOMALI alongside starboard to oil. Cast off at 1230. 1330 MATABELE
alongside starboard to oil. Cast off at 1630. 3001bs of bread put aboard
each destroyer, (where is PUNJABI?)

WEDNESDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER: Fog lifted. At 1850 the Commander broadcast saying
"We do not think that we would meet Force "M" tonight (DEVONSHIRE, and
others and VICTGRIOUS) but we may pick up PUNJABI which got lost on Sunday
and she will need oiling". Force "M" oiled at Spitzbergen (?) and had left
there but were being followed by Dorniers, but they were being harrassed by
fighter aircraft from VICTORIOUS and one of the Dorniers had been shot
down. Today they were 100 miles north of us. 1905 PUNJABI sighted and now
with us. (Repel aircraft sounded off at 1405 but belayed a few seconds
later) Action Stations was exercised this morning at 0930 and lasted an
hour.

THURSDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER: Visibility fairly good, foggy at times. Force "M"
sighted at about 0830 and is now with us.

FRIDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER: Visibility as yesterday. Formation - in line DEVON—
SHIRE, VICTORIOUS, SUFFOLK, SHROPSHIRE, ARGUS. 3 destroyers in line to
starboard of DEVONSHIRE and 3 destroyers in line to port of ARGUS. PUNJABI
came alongside ‘starboard side to oil at ? and left at 1730.

Devonshire [] O

Victorious C}

Destroyers

Suffolk 8]

{] Shropshire

Destroyers 8l Argus
U
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SATURDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER: Visibility good. Running into bad weather. Everything on

the upper deck is being lashed down. Lifelines rigged both sides, fo{ward.to
aft. Destroyers seem to be making heavy weather of it although we aren't do%ng
so good ourselves. Commander again broadcast at 1845. ARGUS would start flying
off the Hurricanes at 0430 tomorrow and it would take about 4 hours Fo g?t
them all off. Yesterday we were just over 700 miles from the North Pole which 15
about two thirds of the distance from England to the Pole. We were also 10

east of Suez (about the same longitude as Aden). The 1ang we saw on Wednesqay
was Spitzbergen. On Thursday morning when Force "M" was 51ght§d.the? were still
being shadowed by aircraft and we had to stay at maximum v151b1%1ty d1st32c$
from them so that the aircraft hopefully wouldn't see us and to give Force "M

chance to lose them. He also said that we had gone much further North and East
than was originally intended. At midnight we would be within the range of
fighter and dive bombers.

SUNDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER: Action Stations (exercise) at 0620 secured at 0?25. During
the alarm exercise we were told that the first six aircraft had arrived safely
at Murmansk and off that port was an enemy surface vessel. At 0930 the Commander
informed us that all the Hurricanes had landed. Later in the day fog descended
and we began to roll.

O 0 0 ODestroyers
Q O Destroyer
()Argus

Qi . Aircraft from VICTORIOUS
Victorious

Overhead
f A B

Destroyeﬂ)

MONDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER: Cold as Hell!! Being tossed about a bit. Sea on star-
board bow. Buzz that on Wednesday we are oiling at sea from a ta?ker. This
morning's formation — six destroyers abreast in the lead: Starboard line C.C.C.
followed by VICTORIOUS, followed by SHROPSHIRE. Port line C.C.C. folloyed by

ARGUS. 0 O O O 0@0 O Destroyer

(B Victorious
Argus O
@ Shropshire

Evening formation - Six destroyers abreast leading. Starboard line DEVONSHIRE
followed by VICTORIOUS. Port line SHROPSHIRE followed by ARGUS followed by

SUFFOLK. 0 00 0 O O pestroyers

Shropshire ﬂ 0 Devonshire
Argus () (} Victorious
Suffolk G

TUESDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER: Sea calm, visibility good, dull and cold..At breakfa§t
time all ships turned round. Dont know why. Some talk about aircraft. This
morning DEVONSHIRE, VICTORIOUS and three Tribals left us and proceeded to







