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EDITORTIAL

As editor I must record special thanks to all contributors of this special
"PQl7 Edition" of Northern Light. Particularly I say Thank You to Denis Brooke
our artist, who has created a very interesting Page One picture to commemorate
the most tragic of all WWII convoys. The funereal pall of black smoke is of
course from the famous PQl7 photograph of the burning of the Russian tanker
AZERBAIJAN, suitable we think to mark the tragedy of the convoy. (Denis has done
quite a complicated montage to get the smoke the right size and the merchant
ships into the picture!) HMS POPPY has been introduced to represent the many
Arctic corvettes and small escorts and she is placed leaving the picture to
symbolise the "Scatter". The 'Stars and Stripes' remind us of the fourth of
July.

We have had an extra good response, both from regular contributors, new
members and also non-members. This has produced an extra large edition and will
probably leave our treasurer with raised eye-brows. We have been fortunate in
obtaining the Naval Staff History of the convoy and it is published in full.
Although this can be a little heavy reading it will certainly open your eyes to
the views and decisions of the top brass. It also shows how they got 'their
wires crossed' on several occasions. But I am sure you will enjoy most, if not
all, of the personal accounts of those terrible days.

Although there are more than 30 pages of PQl7 stories, we have not
sacrificed the other items of news that are regular features in Norther Light.

The calendar of "Arctic Campaign Events" for the second half of 1992 is
published on the opposite page — this will jog your memories and perhaps bring
to mind more 50th anniversary stories for the September edition = please send
your story to me as early as you can. The address and phone number is:—

R.D.Squires, 28 Westbrook Road, Gateacre, Liverpool L25 2PX. Tel:051 487 9567.
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"CROSSED THE BAR"
WE RECRET TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS HAVE BEEN ADDED TO THE ROLL
CALL OF DEPARTED SHIPMATES

Letters of condolence have been sent and club representatives have attended
‘unerals wherever possible

R.LEWIS of Tamworth ex—TRACKER
H.E.G.NARRAWAY of Merton, London ex-BELFAST
BERNARD BASSETT of Hereford ex—BOADICEA
W.J.SUTTON of Chessington ex—ORIBI
REV.D.L.GRAHAM of Lockeridge ex—-TRINIDAD
D.W.E.BAKER of Chatham ex—-MUSKETEER

The death is also reported of Captain Derek Wyburd DSO, DSC, RN who was the SBNO
in Archangel and Murmansk when the convoys commenced .

A SAILOR WARRIOR'S LAMENT

We've ploughed our way through stormy seas,
While oceans ebbed and flowed.
At times to pray upon our knees,
On a sometimes lonely road.

The time has come, to change our course,
For our places — up on high.
Cherubs, Seraphims, our guiding force,
Till one ourselves — with wings to fly.
No more to hear the seagulls cry,

Or follow a lonely star.

Swords are crossed and put to lie,
It's time to Cross the Bar.

Frederick H Hardy.
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"ARCTIC CAMPAIGN" "
SOTH ANNIVERSARY CALENDAR
JULY TO DECEMBER 1992 ]
Important dates, continued from Page 9, Edition N°27.

A1l PQl7 dates are included on following pages.

HMS NIGER, SS HYBERT, SS HEFFRON, $S MASSMAR and Russian RODINA, sunk in
minefield off Iceland (part of €onvoy QP13).

QP13(a) arrived Reykjavik.)

QP13(b) arrived Loch Ewe. ) 5 Yasses.

PQl8 sailed from Loch Ewe with 40 merchantmeri.

SS EMPIRE STEVENSON sunk by aircraft torpede in position 76°10'N. 10°05'E
SS EMPIRE BEAUMONT sunk by aircraft torpedo.in position 76°10'N. 10°50'E.
U589 depth charged and sunk by HMS FAULKNGR. . .
U88 depth charged and sunk by HMS ONSLOW, A

QP14 sailed from White Sea poris 13 -merchantmen. - .

U457 depth charged and sunk by HMS. IMPULSIVE. -

PQ18 arrived Archangel with 13 losses. g =

HMS LEDA sunk by U435 whilst escorting QPl4: - -

HMS SOMALI torpedoed by U703. (sunk under tow 24th September.)

QP14 arrived Loch Ewe with 3 losses. . g

U253 depth charged and sunk by Catalina escorting QPl4.

Independant eastward sailings (Operation "FB") commenced.

Midget Submarines CHARIOT VI and CHARIOT VIII lost in attack on TIRPITZ.
SS EMPIRE GILBERT sunk by U586 (Operation "FB")

Russian DEKABRIST sunk by aircraft bombs. (Operation "FB")

SS WILLIAM CLARK sunk by U354 (Operation "FB")

SS CHULMLEIGH stranded on reef off Spitzbergen (Operation "FB")

SS EMPIRE SKY sunk by U625 (Operation "FB")

Abandoned hulk of CHULMLEIGH sunk by U625.
QP15 sailed from Archangel with 28 merchantmen. Convoy scattered by gales

Soviet destroyer SOKRUSHITELNEY capsized and sank in gale.

to 3rd Dec. QP15 arrived at Loch Ewe with 2 losses.

Last independant sailing.

JWS1A sailed from Loch Ewe with 16 merchantmen.

JW51B sailed from Loch Ewe with 14 merchantmen.

JWS1A part arrived Kola Inlet.

JWS1A remainder arrived Molotovsk.

RAS1 sailed from Kola Inlet with 14 merchantmen.

HMS ACHATES and HMS BRAMBLE sunk by enemy forces in Battle of Barents Sea
Cerman FRIEDRICH EKHOLDT sunk by British forces in Battle of Barents Sea.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Many published photographs in this edition

are from the late Godfrey Winn Collection

loaned to Northern Light by John Beardmore,

to whom the collection was bequeathed.




CLUB ACTIVITIES

Apart from the various medal .presentations around the country
and referred to on the previous page, several other functions
have been held.

On Saturday 7th March the Southern Reunion took place at the Royal
Sailors Home Club and was again well attended. Several letters have
been received from members who had not previously attended a club
function and the majority of these were very complimentary to
the Home Club as well as to the organiser, Mervyn Williams. Any
member requiring official photographs of this event can obtain
them from Solent Studios, Portsmouth. We also record our thanks to
all those who donated raffle prizes.

On the following Saturday l4th March several club members attended
the H.M.S. Bellona Reunion at Victory Services Club, London, when
a medal presentation was included in the evening's activities.
The reunion was organised by Arthur Willis.

Thursday 26th March was the Big Day, when I, accompanied by Peg
and my daughter Carol, attended Buckingham Palace for the Invest-—
iture as a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire for "Services to the North Russia Club". Her Majesty asked
several questions about our activities and was keenly .interested.
A most wonderful day due entirely to the enthusiasm you all give
me for the various jobs I do for the club.

Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th March were the dates of the Northern
Reunion at the Stretton Hotel, Blackpool. Attendance was a little
down on last year, but an excellent dinner was followed by a very
convivial evening, all organised by Les Jones. On Sunday morning a
Thanksgiving Service to mark the 50th Anniversary of H.M.S.
Trinidad's 'accident' when she torpedoed herself, was conducted by
Canon Colin Craston, Chaplain to Her Majesty the Queen and N.R.C.
club member. Shipmate Colin attended despite suffering a personal
family tragedy on the previous day. Thank you sincerely, Colin, on
behalf of all of us. God Bless You.

On Wednesday 15th April the Annual South West Members' Dinner
took place at Frome in Somerset. This annual event was again well
organised by 'Curly' Morris.

On Friday 10th April, our International Reunion Secretary returned

to H.M.S. London to represent the "London Ten" (those lucky chaps
who sailed aboard her during the Dervish Celebrations) and to
unveil a plaque which had been presented to the ship by "the ten".
The plaque bears the badges of the North Russia Club and the
Russian Convoy Club and has pride of place in the Wardroom Flat.
In a letter to Peter, Captain Mark Stanhope O.B.E.,R.N., has said
"It is a constant reminder to us all on board, of the historic
and immensely enjoyable period that H.M.S. London spent north of the
Arctic Circle as the U.K. Flagship for Operation Dervish 1991".

Is anyone interested in a Reunion in the South Wales area? If
so will they please contact our Southern 'Reunion and Social'
committee representative, Mervyn Williams. His address is:-
87 Olive Road, Coxford, Southampton SOl 6FT. (Tel:0703 775875)
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INTERNATIONAL REUNION
SEE_UPDATE on PAGE 51. THERE'S STILL TIME TO BOOK;:

FROM NAVAL STAFF HISTORY BR1736 (44) (With permission)
CONVOY PQ17

BEFORE THE "SCATTER" SIGNAL

Nearly a month elapsed between the arrivals of PQl6 and QP12 at the end
of May and the sailing of the next pair of convoys. This was owing to the
necessity of calling on the Home Fleet to contribute forces to an operation for
the supply of Malta*, which left insufficient destroyers for running the convoys
to North Russia. When these were resumed, the story of PQ17 and QP13 was one of
unrelieved gloom. PQl7's losses amounted to a major disaster. Out of 33 merchant
ships that cleared Iceland only 11 completed their voyage; 66 per cent succumbed
to the German Air Force and submarines. QP13 was not molested by the enemy, but,
as though some malign fate was brooding over these operations, lost five ships
in an Allied minefield off Iceland.

The disaster of PQl7 was the subject of considerable criticism on both sides
of the Atlantic, as well as by the Russians. It will therefore be convenient to
take stock of the situation as it appeared to those responsible for the sailing
and protection of the convoys at this date.

At the Admiralty, the problem had been continually under review. The risks
were by no means underestimated; but however great, political considerations
compelled their acceptance. Nor, for similar reasons, could the palliatives
suggested by Sir John Tovey, viz., temporary suspension of smaller counvoys be
agreed to; American munitions for Russia were piling up, and Russia was
clamouring for the munitions.

Hitherto, it could be claimed, the defence had on the whole kept pace with
the increasing severity of the attack. There had been serious losses, but they
had been confined to accepted limits. Nevertheless those best qualified by
personal experience to judge viewed the prospect of continuing the traffic
during the summer months with grave misgiving. It was difficult to see how the
problem could be solved if the enemy chose to supplement his air and U-boat
offensive by using his heavy ships for surface attack in the Barents Sea.

This was precisely what the German Naval Staff had decided to do. By the
beginning of June the fuel situation (hitherto a limiting factor) had
sufficiently improved to permit operating the heavy ships, a course repeatedly
recommended by the Flag Officer, Northern Waters, and concurred by Admiral
Schniewind, the Commander in Chief afloat, who, while unwilling to become
involved with Allied heavy ships, was not happy about the effect on morale of
his forces lying idle in the fiords, while the U-boats and aircraft were
committed to the attack. Fortunately, the approval of Hitler himself was
necessary for the employment of the heavy ships; his reluctance to expose them
to risk and the restrictions imposed by him were sufficient seriously to hamper
the operations.

This of course, was unknown to the British, though, as already mentioned, it
was suspected — at any rate so far as TIRPITZ was concerned — by the Commander
in Chief, Home Fleet. But there were indications in June that the enemy intended
at last to bring out his main units to attack the next east—bound convoy to the
eastward of Bear Island, and this threat formed the main preoccupation of the
Admiralty at the end of that month.

The Germans, it will be remembered, had four heavy ships in Norway, the
TIRPITZ and HIPPER at Trondheim and the SCHEER and LUTZOW at Narvik; the

Trondheim group included four, and the Narvik group six destroyers.
continued.

* QOperation 'Harpoon' The cruiser KENYA, flying the flag of Vice—Admiral
Curteis, LIVERPOOL and eight destroyers left Scapa on 4th June. The LIVERPOOL
and MATCHLESS were damaged and the BEDOUIN sunk in the course of the operation;

the remainder rejoined the Home Fleet on 24th June.






