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$1]I AM{TVERSARY CAI,UT.DAR

flLY TO DFC.E{BER 1?92

Inportant dates, continued fron P?ge 9, .Edttion {"27:
A11 PQ17 dates are included oa fotrlorin8 -pages'

HMSNIGER,SSHYBERT,SSHEI'FRoN,SsMAssMAnaodRussianRoDlNA'sunkin
minefield off Iceland (parq, of Convoy QP13)'
QP13(a) arrived Reykjavik.) 5 losses.
0P13(b) arrived Loch Ewe. ) -
iq18'sailed from Loch Ewe witfi 4O nerchantneri' :

SS EMPIRE STEVENS0N .,nt-ty-ui.'.raft torpedo,in posj.tlon 76"10,.il. 10"o5'E

SS EMpIRE BEAIIMONT "r"i.'-ty'rilrait 
.tordrdo"in position 76"10t1{. i0o50'E'

U589 depth charged and sunk tv tlllS !!!,1{!rcn'
U88 depttr ctraried acd sunk bv l{MS ON9lOt{

QP14 saited from White Sea ports lS.qrerchantnen'
iasz aepttr charged and suok by 'B{s il'{PULEITE: . !. .. i
PQ18 arrived Archangel rith 13 lossee. -i-.'. . .

HI.iS LEDA sunk by U435 whilst essorting QP14: '

iiit'ii soueli lo.p"doed by u703, (sunk under tou 24th September').

QP14 arrived Loch Ewe with 3'losses.
iZi: a"ptn charged and sunk by Catalina escorting QP14'
i"a"p."i""" easiward sailings (Operation l'FBtr)-conmenced' i , orr
lriaglt submarines CHARIOT Vi and-clIARICr VIII losr in atrack on TIRPITZ.

si-s},ffRE GILBERT sunlc bv U586 (Operation "FB")
Russian DEKABRIST suok by alrcraft bonbs.-.(operatioo "FB")
SS WILIAM CLARK sunk by U354 (Operation "F8") .^ ,6"\
SS CHULMLEIGH stranded on reef off Spitzbergen (uperatlon rD ''

si nupitn SKY sunk bv 1J625 (Operation nFB")

Abandoned hulk of CHULI'ILEIGH sunk by U625'
npts sailed from ercnJr#i"riift"Ig-i.iitt"ntt.". Convoy scattered bv gales

$'r"";1;;;.;;;; 
'soKiiu5fiiremrv 

capsized and sank in 8'a1e'

to-:ia oec. QPi5 arrived at Loch Ewe with 2 losses'
Last independant sailing
,fWSU saiiea from Loch Ewe with 16 merchant'men'

JWiiB saifea from Loch Ewe nith L4 nerchantnen'
JW51A part arrived Kola Inlet'
JW51A ienainder arrived Molotovsk'
nlli "aifea 

from (o1a Inlet with 14 merchantnen'

HMS ACHATES and HMS BilffiiE ;;;k ;y enemy forces in Battle of Barents sea

E'ii.H'iiiirnii,'iiluoim-::::"::":i::::::::::"" in Battle or Barents sea'
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PH OTOGRAPES

Many. published photographs in this ediTioh

are fro late Go hI nn Co11

l-oaned to Nort hern tieh b John Beardmore,v

to wh the co llection was bequeaq.hed.

As editor I must record special thanks to all contributors of this special
"PQ17 Edition" of Northern Light. Particularly I say Thank You to Denis Brooke

oui artist, who has created a very interesting Page one picture to comneoorate

it. rort iragic of all WWfI convoys. The funereal pal1 of black smoke is of
course from ih" i"rorr" PQ17 photograph of the burning of the Russian tanker
AZERBAIJAN, suitable we think io *aik the tragedy of the convoy. (Denis has done

quite a complicated montage to 8eE the smoke the riSht size and t-he merchant

Jnipr irto tie picturel) ttlts pOppy has been introduced to represent the manv

Arciic corvettes and small escorts and she is placed leaving the picture to

"i-U.if* 
the t'Scatter". The tStars antl Stripest remind us of the fourth of

Ju1y.
WehavehadanexEragoodresponse'bothfromregularcontributors,new

members and also non-members-. This has produced an extra large edition and will
probably leave our treasurer with raised eye-brows' We have been fortunate in
iuiuinii.,g rhe Naval Siuit Hirro.y of the convoy and ir is- published in ful1.
Although"this can be a litt1e heavy reading it will certainly open your eyes to
the views and decisions of the top brass. It also shows how they got rtheir

wj-res crossedr on several occasions. But I am sure you vi11 enjoy most' if not
all, of the personal accounts of those terrible days'

Although there are more than 30 pages of PQ17 stories' we have not
sacrificed the other items of news that are regular features in Norther Light'

The calendar of itArctic carnpaign Eventst' for the second half of 1992 is
published on the opposite page - this will jog your memories and perhaps bring
to mlnd nore 50th annir..rary stories for the september editi,on - please send

your story to me as early as you c.n. The address and phone number is:-

R.D.Squires, 28 Westbrook Road, Gateacre, Liverpool L25 2PX' Tel:051 487 9567'
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EDITORIAL

ncRo SED TI{E BARN
WE REGREf, TO ANNOUNCE THAT FOIJ,OI{ING UE}tsERS HAYE BEEN ADDED T0 flIE ROII

Ietters of condolence

CAI.L OF DEPARTED SEIPUATF.S

have been sent anil club representatives have attended

The death is also reported of Captain Derek Wyburd DSO, DSC, RN who was

in Archangel and Murmansk when the convoys commenced'

A SA]IOR I{ARRIORIS LAMENT

We'tve ploughed our way through stormy seas'
While oceans ebbed and flowed'

At times to PraY uPon our knees,
On a sometimes lone1Y road'

The time has come, to change our course'
For our Places - uP on high'

Cherubs, Seraphims, our guiding for-c-e'
Till one orr.t.lr"= - with wings to f1y'

No more to hear the seagulls crY'
Or fo11ow a 1one1Y star'

Suords are crossed and Put to lie'
Itrs time to Cross the Bar'

the SBNo

Frederick H HardY.

R.LEWIS of Tamworth ex-IIRACKER
H.E.G.NARRAWAY of Merton, London ex-BELFAST
BERNARD BASSETI of Hereford ex-BOADICEA
W.J.SUTION of Chessington ex-ORIBI
REV.D.L.GRAHAM of Lockerldge ex-TRINIDAD
D.W.E.BAKER of Chatham ex-MUSKETEER



Apart from the various medal . presentations around the coun!ry
and referred to on the prevJ.ous page r several other functions
have been held.
0n Saturday 7th March the Southern Reunion took place at the Royal
Sailors Home Club and was again well attended. Several letters have
been received from members who had not previously attended a club
funct ion and the naj ority of these were very conplimentary Eo
the Home Club as well as to the organiser, Mervyn Wi11ians. Any
member requiring official photographs of this event can obtain
them from Solent Studios, Portsmouth. We also record our thanks to
all those who donated raffle prizes.
0n the following SatuIdqI 14!!L UeI!h several club mernbers attended
the H.M.S. Bellona Reunion at Victory Services C1ub, London, when
a medal presentation was included in the eveningrs activities.
The reunion was organised by Arthur Wi11is.
Thursday 26th March was the Big Day, when f, accompanied by Peg
and my daughter Caro1, attended Buckingham Palace for the Invest-
iture as a Member of the Most ExcellenE 0rder of the British
Enpire for ttServices to the North Russia Clubrr. Her Majesty asked
several questions about our activities and was keenly -intefested.'
A most wonderful day due ,entirely to the enthusiasm you all give
me for the yarious jobs I do for the club.
Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th March were the dates of the Northern
Reunion at the Stretton Hote1, Blackpool. Attendance lras a 1itt1e
down on last year, but an excellent dinner was followed by a very
convivial evening, all organised by Les Jones. On Sunday morning a
Thanksgiving Service to mark the 50th Anniversary of H.M.S.
Trinidadts raccidentr when she torpedoed herself, was conducted by
Canon Colin Craston, Chaplain to Her Majesty the Queen and N.R.C.
club member. Shipmate Colin attended despite suffering a personal
family tragedy on the previous day. Thank you sincerely, Co1in, on
behalf of all of us. God Bless You.
0n Wednesday 1 5th April the Annual South West Member s!. Dinner
took place at Frome in Somerset. This annual event was again well
organised by tCurlyr Morris.
0n !1id4a 10th Apri1, our International Reunion Secretary returned
to H.M.S. London to represent the ttlondon Tentt (those lucky chaps
who sailed aboard her during the Dervish Celebrations) and to
unveil a plaque whi.ch had been presented to the ship byrtthe tenrt.
The plaque bears the badges of the North Russia Club and the
Russian Convoy Club and has pride of place in the I'Jardroom Flat.
In a letter to Peter, Captain Mark Stanhope O.B.E.,R.N., has saidttlt is a constant reminder to us all on board, of Ehe historic
and imrnensely enjoyable period that H.M.S. London spent north of the
Arctic Circle as the U.K. Flagship for 0peration Dervish 1991".
Is anyone interested in a Reunion in the South l,/a1es area? If
so will they please contact our Southern I Reunion and Social I

committee representative, Mervyn l'Ji11iams. His address is: -
87 Olive Road, Coxford, Southampton S01 6FT. (Te1z0703 775875)

INTERNATTOilAT REUNION

SEE UPDATE on PAGE 51. THERE'S STILT TIUE TO BOO(::

FROI-I NAVAL
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BEFORE THE IISCATIERiI SIGNAL

Nearly a month elapsed between the arrivals of PQ16 aad QP12 at the end

of May and the sailing of the next pair of convoys. This was owinS to the
nu."."ity of calling on the Home Fleet to contribute forces to an operation for
the supply of Malta*, which left insufficient destroyers fcr running the convoys

to Norih Russia. When these were resumed, the story of PQLT and QP13 was one of
unrelieved gloom. PQ17ts losses amounted to a major disaster.Out of 33 merchant
ships that ileared Iceland only 11 completed their voyage; 66 per cent succumbed

to ih" German Air Force and submarines. QP13 was not molested by the enemy, but,
as though some malign fate was brooding over these operations' lost five ships
in an Allied minefield off Iceland.

The disaster of PQ17 was the subject of considerable criticism on both sides
of the Atlantic, as well as by the Russians. It i.ri1l therefore be conYenient to
take stock of the sit.uation as it appeared to those responsible for the sailing
and protection of the convoys at this date.

Ai the Admiralty, the problem had been continually under review. The risks
were by no means underestj"mated; but however great, political considerations
compelled their acceptance. Nor, for similar reasons' could the palliatives
suggested by sir John Tovey, viz., temporary suspension of smaller convoys be

agieed to; American munitions for Russia were piling up, and Russia was

clanouring for Ehe munitions.
Hitherlo, it could be claimed, the defence had on the whole kept pace with

the increasing severity of the attack. There had been serious losses, but they
had been confined to accepted limits. Nevertheless those best qualified by
personal experience to judge viewed the prospect of continuing the traffic
iuring the summer months with grave misgiving. It was difficult to see how the
problem could be solved if the eneny chose to supplement his air and u-boat
offensive by using his heavy ships for surface attack in the Barentrs Sea.

This was precisely what the German Naval Staff had decided to do. By the
beginning of June 

-the fuel situation (hitherto a liniting factor) had

.rifi.i.r,t1y improved to permit operating the heavy ships, a course repeatedly
recommended by the Flag Officer, Northern Waters, and concurred by Admiral
Schniewind, the Comrnander in Chief afloat, who, while unwilling to become

involved hrith A11ied heavy ships, was not happy about the effect on morale of
his forces lying idle in the fiords, while the u-boats and aircrafE were

comnitted to the attack. Fortunately, the approval of Hitler himself was

necessary for the employment of the heavy ships; his reluctance to expose theE
to risk and the restriciions imposed by him were sufficient seriously to hamper

the operations.
This of course, was unknown to the British, though, as already mentioned, it

was suspected - at any rate so far as TIRPITZ was concerned - by the Comnander

in chiei, Home F1eet. iut there were indications in June that. the enemy intended
at last io bring out his main units to attack the next east-bound convoy to the
eastwaril of Beai fsland, and this threat formed the nain preoccupation of the
Admiralty at the end of that month.

The Germans, it w:"1i te iememtered, had four heavy shipq in Norway' the
11RpI17 and HIppER J-Trondheim and the SCHEER and LI]TZSIS at Narvik; the

Trondheim group included four, and the Narvik group six destroyers' 
continued.

* Operation rHarpoon' The cruiser KENYA, flying the flag of Vice-Admiral

Curteis, LIVERPOOL and eight destroyers left Scapa on 4th June' The LMRPoOL

and MATCHLESS were danaged and the BEDOUIN sunk in Ehe course of the operation;

the remainder rejoined the Home Fleet on 24th June'
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The strate8ic situation, wrote Admiral Tovey in his despatch, (London Gazette
1 7-1 0-s0pps1 s4l5 )twas who11y favourable to the eneuy. His heavy ships would be operating

close to their own coast, uith the support of poverful shore-based air
reconnaissance and striking forces, and protected, if he so desired, by
a screen of U-boats in the channels between Spitzbergen and Norway. Our
covering forces, on the other hand, if they entered these waters, vould
be without shore-based air support, one thousand niles fron their base,
vith their destroyers too short of fuel to escort 4 damaged ship to
harbourr

He went on to remark that apart from Al1ied submarine attacks off the enemy
coast, a more favourable disposition could be brought about only by inducing
the enemy heavy ships to come further to the westh,ard to deliver their attacks.
Accordingly, he proposed that the east bound convoy, on reaching longitude
10"E, should put back for 12 to 18 hours, unless it was known that the German
ships were still in harbour or the weather prevented shadowing from the air. He
hoped that tthis temporary turn back would either tempt the German heavy ships
to pursue, or cause them to return to harbourr or compel them to cruise for an
extended period arnong our submarinest - of which including Russians, a dozen
were stationed between Bear Island and the coast of Norway. The admiralty did
not agree with this, though their instruction in Admiralty Message 01578 of 27
June 1942 stated "......envisaged the possibility, under certain circumstances
of the convoy being turned back by the Admiralty" I but not of this turn being
timed to achieve the object the C-in-C had in view. The Admiralty instructions
also laid down Ehat the safety of the convoy against surface attack to Lhe
westward of Bear Island must be meL by our surface forces, and to the eastwardof
that neridian must be met by su'bmarines; and that the cruiser covering force was
not intended to go east of Bear Island, unless the convoy was threatened by the
presence of a surface force which the cruisers could fight, (i.e. a force that
did not include TIRPITZ), or in any case to go beyond 25"E.

This plan did not altogether meet the Commander-in{hiefts views, which from the
first appearance of the German heavy ships in Norway had differed in several
respects from those of the Admiralty as to the tactical dispositions best ca1-
culated to achieve the object; but he was seriously perturbed to learn in the
course of a telephone conversation with the First Sea Lord that under certain
circumstances the Admiralty contemplated ordering the convoy to scatter*. All
the latest experj.ence had pointed to the vital necessity for ships to keep well
closed up for mutual support against the heavy air attack that was certain,
weather permitting, to take p1ace, and he strongly deprecated such an order
being given, except as a last resort in the actual presence of attack by over-
whelming surface forces.

The dispositions adopted !/ere very similar to those for PQ16 and QP12. Four
cruisers under Rear-Admiral L.H.K.Hami1ton, L0NDON (f1ae), NORF0LK, TUSCAL0OSA
and WICHITA, with the destroyers SOMALI, WAfNWRIGHT and ROI^/AN were to provide
close cover as far as Bear Island, while the Corunander-in-Chief in DIKE 0F YORK,
with WASHINGTON (f1ag, Rear-Admiral Giffen),VICTORI0US (flag, Vice-Admiral Sir
Bruce Fraser), NIGERIA (f1ae, Rear-Admiral Burrough), CIIMBERLAND and 74
destroyers provided distant cover to the north-east of Jan Mayen Is1and,
There was also a diversion in the shape of a prerend convoy, consisting of
five ships of the lst Minelaying Squadron and four co1liers, escorted by SIRIUS,
CURACOA, and some destroyers and trawlers. This force assembled at Scapa several
days before the main operation was to begin, and sailed on 29th June (two days
after PQ17 left fceland). Having passed the Shetlands west-about, the force
steered eastward as far as 61"3OtN., 1"E., hoping to be seen and reported by
enemy aircraft, after which it turned back for Scapa. The sailing of the Battle

* The telephone between the Fleet Flagship at Scapa Flow and Ehe Admiralty was

much used for the exchange of views on important questions. No verbatim records

of these conver ons were kept
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Fleet was arranged for the same day as this pretend convoy to give an impression
of supporting it, whiletdiversionary bonbingr in Southern Norway was also
arranged - all to suggest that a raiding force was bound there. As it happened
though the movemeRt eastward was carried out twice - 30th June and lst July -
the Germans did not observe it..
During June arrangement.s had been made Eo base a few Catalinas of Coastal
Command in North Russia, and between 1st and 3rd July five of these proceeded

to Archangel, carrying out reconnaissance paErols on the way. They then main-
tained a series of cross-over patro1s., designed to cover the waters between
Altenfiord and the convoy as it drew to the eastward.

WhiletheAdmiraltyandtheC-in-C,HomeFleet,l,ereconcertingtheEeasures
described, the German naval authorities were maturing their p1an. Hitler had

been informed on 1st June of the proposal to use the surface ships against PQ17;

he was assured that the operatio; would only take place if it could be safely
assumed that no superior enemy forces would be met with and that adequate air
cover could be protided. Hitlerts sanction was particularly important from the
point of view oi air cover, which, owing to the jealousy between the Luftwaffe
and the Navy, could not be relietl on except by Hitlerts orders. Eventually he

upp.o""a, bui with the proviso that before the ships sailed the A11ied aircraft
..r.iu."i disposition must be ascertained so that they could be attacked by the
Luftwaffe.
This proviso was tantamount to cancelling the operation, as it would have

delayei the sailing of the ships too long. Grand Admiral Raeder therefore
decided that the operation should be carried out in two phases; on the convoy

being located, the ships should transfer to sortie ports in the extreme north,
ther6 to await the Puhrer's final sancEion and orders to proceed'
0n 14th June, Admiral Schniewind issued orders for the operation' which was

known as Rosselspring (Knightrs move). on confirmatj-on of PQl7ts approach, the
Trondheim squadron was to ,oru to Vestfiord and the Narvik squadron to Alten-
fiord. As 

"oorr 
a" the convoy had passed 5oE., the two German squadrons were to

proceed to a rendezvous 100 miles north of North Cape, and thence to attack the
Lastward of Bear Island between 20o8. and 3O"E.
Great i-mportance was aEtached to early reports of the convoy' For this,relinnce
was placed on air reconnaissanc. und U-boats. Out of the ten operational U-

boats available, three were sent to patrol the north-eastern sector of Denmark

Strait as early as 5th June, and Ui f3th June all had been disposed on the
estimated convo, route 

THE coNvoY

Meanwhile PQ17 had sailed from Reykjavik ot 27th June. The route was longer than
hi-therto, tire ice having receded sufficiently for it to run north of Bear

Island, thus increasing 
-the 

disGance from the enemy air basesl moreover, all

"tip" 
r.r" bound for irchangel, Murmansk having been virtually destroyed by

bombing.
ih" 

"Jr,uoy 
consisted of 35 merchant ships under Commodore J.C.K. Dowding,

escorted by HALCYON, BRITOMART, SALAMANDER and four A/S trawlers. One rnerchant

ship grourrded while leaving harbour and another was damaged by drift ice in
l"r,marl Strait and had to pul back. The oiler GRAY RANGER, which was included in
the convoy, was also damaged bY ice.
The close escort joined from seydisfiord on 30th June. rt consisred of six
a""..oy".", ffiPPEL"(Commander J.E'. Broome, s.o.), LEAMINGToN, WIIToN' TEDBURY'

ft6y, bppl; four corverres LOTUS, POPPY, DfANELLA, FFS LA MALgUINE, and the
submarines P614 and P615. Two A.A. ships, PALOMARES (Acting Capt. J.H. Jauncey)

una pOZeffCe (Acting Capt. E.D.i'i. Lawford) joined at the same Eime; there were

also three rescue ships, ZAAFARAN, RATHLIN and ZAMALEK, and Force "Q", the oiler
ALDERSDALE and the DOUGLAS. The latter force afler fuelling the escorts of PQ17

was to transfer to QP13 (which had left Russia the same day as PQ17 left Ice-
i""al ""a 

eventually'proieed to a rendezvous to fuel the destioyers with the
battlefleet. Owing to the ice damaSe sustai.ned by GRAY RANGER, she exchanged

duties with ALDERSbALE, the latter accompanying PQ17 throughout its voyage.

First contacE with the enemy occured on lst Ju1y, vhen ships of the escort


