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NI}IIIIII RN.I It;III NOJ,' - "SPECIAL EDITION"

IIII (iI t]RII1IJ5 AND I{ONDERFUL MONTH OF MAY

I rrI lrrurrrrrl ulrrl- wirr; undoubLedly lhe mosl interesttnq an.l successlu-l
ntorritr irr oll rrirrr ylirl lri:;Lrrry, we have dec:ided Lo issue this special edition
ol Nru f lr:r'tr I irJlrt., r;o t lrirt t.lrr: rnerny events t.hal have takett p lace can be sharcd
lry a.l I trrr:mlrt'r'r; r:L ir t jnc rilrilst thcy :rlr: top:ica1 . []ur ne xt reqular edilion is;
trr;l rl(rr: rrrr y,oLrl tlool rrrirt unt i1 e;rrJ.y Se pternber'! ftru:;, your conrmi.ttee are
nrainLiririnr; tlrr.ir rlr.s;iri'to brinq the club to you and not just rely on those
wlro cirtt irttorrrl cvt:rrt.l;. "0.Lcl Scroogc" the Hon. Treasurer readily sa.id "go
ahr:ad" r:vr:rr tlroLrqlr pr'lrrt-irrg and rnailing costs wiIl throw his projected budgeL
out. by rrr:irr ly ,t.'l ,l.ltltJ ! ! llt:'s not sucir a bad shipmate af ler aIl !

l'4y :;pr:<:i a.l. t.harrks qo to the contributors lvho have readily rallled
rouncl, at. vcry :;lrolt rroLice, to provide the articles and photographs ior the
enr;rrirrq parrlcr;, V,/c lrr:pe you all enjoy the contents, they are all eye-witness
accotrnts arrd rte rro[ 'sensationa]' Iike some qiven by t.he media!

Artic.Les on fol.lowing pages include:-

PRE-OPENING VISITS TO WESIERN APPROACHES HEADQUARTERS

CONFERMENT OF THE FREEDOH OF ENTRY INTO THE CIIY OF LIVERPOOL
UPON H.M.S. EAGLET

NORTH RUSSIA CLUB'S REUNION IN JERSEY C.I.

RECEPTION AT THE RUSSIAN EMBASSY IN LONDON

RECEPTION ABOARD H.H.S. BELFAST

NORTH RUSSIA CLUB'S SOUTHERN REUNION AT H.I'|.S. NELSON, PORTSMOUTH

PREVIEW OF THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC GALLERY AT MERSEYSIDE MARITIME MUSEUM

trBA 9Jtr COMMEMORATION EVENTS

CAPTAIN WALKER'S OLD BOYS ANNUAL DINNER AT BOOTLE TOWN HALL

SCATTERING OF CAPTAIN WYBURD'S ASHES AT SEA
(Captain . Wyburd DSO, DSC, RN was the first SBNO North Russia in WWII)

Contribut.orr;: 0.B.Tye; L.A.Su11ivan; E.Skelton; G.SheIton; 14.Gleeson;
.J.R.lladrler'-Smith; J.l'lcHuqh; P.A.Skinner; W.Ryan (USA) ;

l'1.VaL].ee (USA) and Lhe ed.itor.

ll 1.-

WI' :; I f.RN APPROACHT-S iIL ADQUAR I LRS
(A pre-opcnrng visil-)

[]y ll.l).:;quir.rsr.

lllr.(il(rLrr)Lr:r ll0rlLlr o1 I'lav statt.ecl on lst.rnd 2nd when, on eacll day
apProxirnat.r-. l), lr') crlul; ncrirtrrlr':;, torjether ujth ot-ireI voLetans inr:luding the
lius:;rar t.lurr!oy l lLrlrr r/e|La lrvrt€td t-o a lrec proview ol the "CrLadel" ol
"Ljurker" , ilt; I I rtrirrj l<hot/n dLrt t Itq Lf)t: wat,

Llrt.rlr:vplopor:;, l/a1ton Uonrmercial LiroLrp, wrth thL- Northern Desrgn
Unlt lrilvL: rvoIl<orl lvorrrjcIs: rn re-cliscoverrng so many of the old attr f actrs and
lerrrstaLtn(l Llr(. ur(lr)rrlr'ornri hcadquarrLers, A menrber temarl<cd "!'/e have waited 47

_Vcals lor' lltt: plivr lc(lc ol r"-ntorjnq the H,[,] .". WhiIsL arrother said "lt thrs
had bi:en l;it.i:d irr [.orrc]on il- rvould have been a nationa-L shlinc norv, and as we1-l
knolut :r.; {llrulchilI's f/irr liooirs ! lvho could errque wit.h them '/

1L wa:; ir plL:asure anrl inlerestinq to meet and Lalk to ex-
l"i f?N5 and rrlA/tl-r; wlro lrarl ar:tLrall y served in lhe bunke. dur:inq the time ot t-he
Ar"ctlc Convoy:i. .lt was alsro good lo see NRC commiLtee man Les.lones there, as
he clid two slrorL spellsi Ll)ere durrnq the war. lle also came back on lhe second
day vrith youngel members ot his tamily.

Dr James: l ox and l"lr' I red {J'l3r j en were able to explain the many
problcms encountered in tneetinq the opening dead-1ine, such as br--aklng
lhrouqh one rnetre thick tungsLen rernforce concrete wa11 to satisly the Satety
and F r.re i nspectors ! They were also ab Ie lo Le11 us LhaL Phase l'wo of the
devclopment rs on scfledule and Lhat a turther 2Ur{JuU sq.tL. wrll be opened rn
early July,

I,lany ol us have aiready made return vlsits and we intend to qo
back aqain! I 1t's well worth rtl !

]HL CUNFERMLNI U} THL FRLLDOM OF ENTRY INIO TIIL CTTY UI LIVLRPOOL
UN H.M.S. EAGLLT
[Jy J..]. Howes.

t unclersland that vre vrere al.located 4Ll seats at the service. l'/hat
a prty thaL lhere were only JU bums on seats!

1L wais anen.]oyab.le service conducted in true r'rava-l style, wjLh t.he
added diqnlly oi the city lathers of this greaL seaport ciLy,

-fhe monents lo cherlsh tor me (as an ex-faglet), was lhe l)edicaLron
ol lhe |/hrte Lnsign, tollowed by Last Post, 5i1ence, Revellle and the -iaylnq
up ot Lhe Lnsign in perpelu.ity in the War flemorial t)hape-1.

1 must also record that- the address qiven by Revd, John !'/ilLiams
RNli, Laglet's Chapl.rrn, could not, in my oprnion have been tretLered.

f-inaL1y, t-he company of H.l'1,S. faglet rnarched through thc city,
colours flyirrq, drums treaLinq and Sayonets tixe.l, wlth Lhe saluLe Laken ort the
catnedral steps by ltre Lord n,urot 

.110. .ia.i..iir. 
5ir /\nthDny l'lorton GtsE, KC8.



III T:I I'IION AI TIII I]IISSIAN TMBASSY IN LONDON
llv l'L:tcl A:ikinner llon. Sec.

i)rr lllllr l4ity,'17 rnr:nrbt--rs of N.R.C., togethel rvitir a sirrr il;rl nunlrlr'
I lorr I lrl llur;r;jirrr [rrtrvrr;' L ltrb, i]ssenirled att ihe Enb:rssy ol' l-lrc Russ irlr
Iciltr';rIrrrrr, iri t.lri: irrvil;rt.iorr o1' l4r. Boris Patrkjri, i:o cr:lebrale tlre 4tJtlr
l\rrrrir.r,r'rrLly Lrl tlre r,'rrrl of lror;lili.tjc:; in [urope -rrVictory Day".

tln tlris rrr:r':rsion we were enLeftained :rl 1J (ensrrrrll:orr {raL:tlr
(iiLlrlL.nr, ;r rr rrrlrrilictrnl lruil.dinq orr thc opoos:jte s.1r:lr: of t.lre toad Lo Llrr: otre

l)llvi()Lril),rlr,'rJ.0rr irlliv;rl we wcre shown into a larqt: I'uo(iptiorl lLlt)!) at- flre
1r;rr'1.: oi Ilrr. lrriLrlJrrrl, t:i:iiLrt:itu11y decoraLed in tlre Victorian st,y, lt:, iitrd over-
Irroli irrrl lvl l l rrrtrinl.ili rrr:ci (lilr'(lLlrs backinq on to Kensinqf orr Pa Lace []alrlen:;. The
I ur;t lr. rrrrrl lrul;t l e i-rr;r;or: iat t,cl rir l-h L-orrclon coultl harall y Lle he:rr(1 . wt: nr.i.qirt as
wr'l I lrirvo lrr,r'r1 111'1,11 irr l-lre crrunl-rysic1e.

l\t l..lro appl i rrLrr] hour l.lr Pankin .jolred ur: and addressed us wi l..h a
Ir.rv rrorcllr ol wcllonro. I, as llorr. Secretary (and depui-isirrq for orrl PresrdcnL
rrrrrl [-'lririlnirrr vrlro wcle ]iving iL up in Jersey), replied on beh:rff of, ail
pllsr:rrl , lol luwecl by llob Al Ian, Chairman uf lhe fl.C.C. The Ambassador l-hen
plcr;crrt.t:r1 [ ivr rnember:: from each club wj.th their 40th Ann.i.versaly luledal:;, and
wr, wr)Je l:lrcrr rrslrorerd irri:o tfre Garden Room for a Buf-lel l.unclr.

l\rrr;thel r:hanqe lrom previous occ.rsions was th:rl t.he fr:od and drink
w;rs blourlirt lound l)), rreat1y dressed waitresses, jn otlrer rvords, we cottld noL
irclp oLrlscIves to t.lre Vodka, bul lve did not go sitortI IL was inl.erestinq t.o
rrrinqIr: wiLh the ot.her quests, three Ladies from ll.!1.5. []enLurion and a Wren -
[1aqr1i.e - wlro is thr: DepuLy ConLro]ler oF the',{rens. Also plesent were:,cnior
nrembeLs of Lhe [mbassy stafi, and -in particular one ol the Assj sLant Nava l
Att.aches, Captain Afexarrder Antropov wfro had been to severa.l of ttle Russian
fmbassies around the vrorld, including the Uniled States,

As the Vodka began to d.isappear, so did Lhe guests, and another
ini.eresting visit Lo our friends from Lhe Russian Federation was over.

lt

I did write to Ltre Ambassador to thank him on vour befralf

OIIR WEEK IN THE CHANNEL ISLANDS

SLJNDAY 9 lulay: lnJe arrived from various points on the mainland on

"L.iberaLiorr Day" to a wonderfuf welcome - even'iDrinkies on l-he House" from
luUU to 1900. Ihen, iollowing dinner we were entertained with a Cabaret in the
tsall room at the Westhill Hotel.

MUNDAY 10 MAY: A fu}1-day coach tour oi Jersey, vislting "The
Li vinq Legend" , Jersey Potteries and the Wildlife Preservation Park. ( Next
tirne on the island dont miss the newly opened "Llvinq Legend" - iL's art
urrf.rrgcLl atrlc expur, 

"n.u 
I

Al-l.er dinner and back to the Ballroom f,or a vr:ry enLertaining talk
on "My Island of .Jersey" by Alan Churchill.

TUt :jl)tlY 1 1 MAY: F or most. of us i t. was a rrDay ort the Iown" exp1r.:rrnq,
shopJring, seeinq t.he market and generally obeying "She rgho mus;t, be obeyed",

I trr:n a fLer d.inner an International fntertainer Tom t{esLon, who

dcnied i:he suqrlcstion Lir:it hc nas a
l,ltl)Nt.SDAY l2 l,lAY: Tlris

doscenclarrt of dear old Aggie tteston!
!!a1r oLrl BIG DAY lrnd is reportecl by l..r:s

!lLrl I ivirrr:
'l/r'irllrr:rwrsr: it: turnerl oul Lo be perft:cL, rvlrich ivi:s lucky because

icrl Llrl lL'r;l ol llrr. xr.cl< rl. vr;rs disirppointirrl . Holrervcl Ll9J0 saw cveryllod)'
boiilrlirrLl tlrt't'oar:lro:; nlrlclr wL:r'c Lo Lal<o us lo tlrc {-'hurch in 5t llellior. No

f uulL r:orrlil lrr' 1-orrrri rviLlr l:hr-. appearancc oi thc "slrips company" - anv C,0.
rvouIcl lrlvr. lrr:r:rr grrorrrl t:o lurvt: Lhcm, with spoLless dress and medals shrninq! It
uas a 1-rloLrti nroli.nl Io r;c,t: out Sl.andard paraa]ed dovln tlre aisLe and lald on the
allal. llro c'lrLrlllr wir;1;;rr:l<r,tl iviLlr N.1l .C. members, lheir urjves and nrembers of
Llre pu[r1ic. l\rr r:rlcllr.rrl Llrrrrl<:;rlivincl servict: rv.rs con.lucted by t-hc Dean oi St.
llel l ier, ttrc Vcry licvlllrrrl lrxr i I (l'I errelf .

I rorn llrt: i lrrrlclr urr: Irrr] to rvaf k t.o the Cenotaplr, vlhich necessitated
crossirrg Lhr: lrain [.lroi oLrr;lrlrrlr: so t.o make sure !!e alrived safe]y extra Lraffic
vrardens were on rlrrL.y. 0rrt: oI l:lrcrn was kissed by a clttb member - Lrut she was
ver'1, altractivr: and t'hirlmirr;l lo r;e:e a tral'fjc warden beinq kjssed whilsL on
cluLy nrust be sr:me r;ort- o I Lor::ord. A ILcr a prayel and wrerath layi nq we Lhen
lralkr:d to the Toun llal l.

Hr:r:r:, wr: at-t-cnclod zr "Virr D'Iionneur" - rvhich is really drlnks ort
lhc housc. Not.jLrst a rr:rlirtc r;1as:; of sherry bul treslle Lables carr:yinq .1ust
about. r:vcry kincl of r:llirrk onLr r:ou111 ask for. l4e utere joi.ned by thc Deatt, and
t.he Bis;lrop of 11 irrchesl-t:r'. Ihr: cornprirrry llas of f icially we]comed by the ConsLab]e
(l,layor) of St. llollier, L}rrb L c llrocl and Inany photoqlaphs were taken,

AlLer a very convj vi a l hour we boardcd Lhe coaches again, t.his
time beinq t:rkcn to tlrc "0ld Coactr liouse" al Goray lor lunch. IL was a

real1y splendid l.unch enjoyed by everybody and afterwatds our President Chris
Tye, made a presentaLion to oul excellent host, Bob Smale. This was a brass
clock which chimes the be.Ils of Lhe Navy's walches, in appreciatron of all
that he had done in arranginq such a wonderfuf re-union.

fvenlua1.ly, t.he well fed and walered assembly reLurned to our
hotel after a thoroughly satisfying and enjoyable day.

But the day i^ias not over I As, following dinner there was the
"Mickey l.1aske1l Party Night".

THURSDAY 13; FRIDAY 14i and SATURDAY 15 l'1AY. QuiLe sensibly, Lhe
itinerary allowed us all to do our own things, and there was no short.aqe ol
places to visit., shops tc: explore, etc., etc. iollowed each evenlng with more
live entertalnment. Dn Thursday, we aqain were treated to "Drinkies on the
House" and afso a further surprise when the Dean returned to read the fax
messaqe which he had received from the Russian Ambassador in London:

North Russia Club
Dear British Veterans!

The people of Russia appreciate the major contribution
made by the British servicemen to our common victory over fascism

in the Second l{orld War. It is only due to our comradeship
in-arms that we overcame the greatest danger to humanity.

With special pleasure I would like to greet the great
British veterans from the North Russia Club who took part in the

northern a.Ilied convoys to Archangel and Murmansk.
Your help to our people in the wartime years yras

unprecedented by its scope and significance. We pay tribute to
you, dear veterans, for your heroism and gallantry and wish to

thank you most heartedly for what you did for a peaeeful life in
this world.

(signed) Boris Pankin
Ambassador of Lhe Russian
Federation in Great Britain

I



II.M.S. I}EI-[]AS] IN "I.IAR PA]NI"
llv llrr: l:rlilol wclrinq ltis; ilhatllr.ll's harL

Un l9 l.1ay, I h:rd tlte: privlleqc, tor;cthr:r. vr:ith oLher selected
perslons incluriirrtl []lr;rrrnrerr oi's;i:veral er-selvico A:isoclaLions to attend a
BLrf tr:t. llr:ceptiorr on boar.cl uur hclrdquarLe rs siri;t I.l.l.l.S. Be ifasL.

lhc jnvjtat.ion r{.lrj recetved front Dr Al:tn Borq CBt FSA, the
Dilt:r-'tor' []t:ttct.rtl oI llto Inrpor:ia] N/ar l4usaurn. [jur]s1-s a:;sernbled aL Fr:s;tiya] Pier
ad.lar:t'rrt. tr: l:csLival lLa.l I t-o boarcl the p:rc1clli: st.eamer, lire ttlzabetiran to view
H.ll.5. L'lcIf;rsL jn hcr rvalLirner camouflaqe, Follonrnq this:r reception was held
in []c j trrst.'s; Il;rrclrr,,rm

s.
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BELTAST IN WAR PAINT - 19 MAY 199J

Durinr; the day l"1r J. !trenze1, who is Captain Collins,successor as
Director oi Belfasl, erplained thal the idea of camouflaqe was mainly to make
the ship mole visib.Ie from hcr berLh. It certajnlv does that and is quite the
opposlte lo the rvart.j.me reason.l Also, ,,A,, and r,Br, turrets are no|/ trained and
elevaLed to an 'action' posii:ion. 1f the guns were fured irr this posllion il
is corrfidently estimal-ed that they would score direct lr.iLs on scratchwoocl
Service Station on tlre 1"1'l motorlvay! Scratchvrood does ad'",ert-ise BeLFast as a
lourist at-1-r'action !

f'lr lt/enzel has severaL other pJ.ans ior Lhe ship,/museurn.

Iop
t1i dd 1e

PHOTOS OPPOSIIF

IJt.RStY" - Tl.lE HUl.lAtl[,, Capt George tsr1,son t.1i\, SLanrtard Bearer.
'rVIi'.J D'll{-lNNtLlR', f ror I ell-: The ConsLable, Bob Smate, Br shop ol

l!inohester, Drck Squires, Chris Tve.
"IllI PRISENTATI0N,'Bob Sma]e and Chris lve.Bot L om
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THE 'ISOUTHERNI' REUNION AT POMPEY BARRACKS

0n Saturday 2? May.' By Ernie Sketton

I lr;rvc bt,r-.n asrkcd Lo prepare thjs slrort report cn the rc:urrron in
Lhc abscnce ot Llre rFLrnr on ort;aniser l"lervyn tt/il1iams, who is away in Nerv
leal:rrrrl irt thi:; t irne.

l'1arry nr:rrrlrr:r:: mct. at Lhe Ilome Club fof a rrwetir and l-o mc.et
slrlpmates o.l cl ancl rrew. [)ur i.rrrl t-he evening more 1-h:in .1L10 menrbers, yiives and
friends assemblcd rn ttrc nrcs:,; at H.M,S. NtLS0N (R.N.B. Pompey). The guests o1'
trc;notLr yrere Llie Deout.y [-olr] and Lady Mayor of PorstsmouLh (he beinq of olfice
jusL live days prror) ernd oul PaLron Rear Admiral Eruce Richardson RN (Ri-d),
t--8, .

Ihc cverrinr; sLarLed in earrrest at. 1900. The tables lrad been
ar:ranqed so Lhat irl.l could srL in sma1l groups and were abIe to move freeJy to
meet, shipmates old arrd new. l,lemhcrs were present irorn U.S"A., Ausl-ralia and as
l'ar north as Aberr:lce n. i rr f rrct f rom far and wide,

Speeclres urerc kepL to a minimum and came irom l"lervyn I',/illianrs and
our ['resident Chris, t]. Iyc. Rep]ies rvere made by the Deputy Lord l'layoi and
Admiral Richardson. PresenLati.oTrs vrere made to the City of PorLsmouth by Bill
Ryan and l,'lartj.n Vallec, both l'rom U.S.A. A c.Iub r;hie1d and a wall pennant from
Nelv Zealand were preserrted l-o l-he mess.

Dancing followed to a superb D.J., an excellent buffeL utas
pi'orrided - then dancing continued. and for those not wishrnq to dance a "sing
along" took p1ace, led by an N.R.C. member. Judglng by the qusto, il was welI
appreciated. A medley of l,/elsh songs were rendered by the I,,/elsh Chorister. A

"huge" ralfle took place (a1I profitl) - Mervyn had "scrounged" nrosL Lrl the
prizes and others were donaLed by members and guests. The evening ended at
midnight, I did however nolice that some slid alva,v aL 233O, no doubt to
dismiss their baby-sitters! ! !

In all, a most enjoyable evening, and congtaLulations to Mervyn
for: all of his efforts - we dont really mind him going to New Zealand as long
as he doesn't divulge England's cricket p.lans to the Kiwis.

Letters in response:-
FROM THE DEPUTY LORD MAYOR OF PORTSMOUTH

Thank you for inviting me to attend your wonderful reunion ]ast week.
The Deputy Lady Mayoress and I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunily of meeting
so many ol you again, the feeling of comradeship and being included in it was
marvellous.
Ihank you for my plaque and the one from the American delegation. It would be
most Fitting for both of them to be hung in the D-Day Museum and this will be
arranged shortly.
Thank you for your generous hospitality, we thought the whole evening superb,
particularly as we had the luck to win a prize.
We look forward to seeing you aII when you return next year.

Yours sincerely

,744

9

From: Rear Admiral A.B. RICHARDS0N, RN (Rtd), CB

A qui.ck note to say how vei"y much I enjo;red mysell yesterday eveninq at the
Reunion. You said t.haL cveryone uiould have a qood time and you were Proved
absolutely riqht.
F-or me, as thD new boy, il u/as a vlefcome opportunity to meet again some ol'
those wi.Lh wlrorn I had shared the unique experience of Dervish 91. tqua1ly, it
was a.JIeat pleasure lo ner:t for the lirst time as Patron many of lhe nembers
and thej.r ladies. I greatly fook iorrvard io contlnuing that process on futLlre
occ:lsions.
As I promised, I have dropped a quick note to the Commodore ol the tsarracks to
say how well the Victory Club statf.Looked after us, how much the N.R.C.
appreciated us.inq the club, and cxpressinq my hope thaL HMS NELS0N would
continue to support us and to make the club available in the future'
Again my congratulations and
forward to seeing you aqain at

Yours sincerel v

lhanks lor a most successft-t,l evening. I look
fulure f,unctions.

The CommemoraLive Celebrat-ions real1y started on l4ay ?Znd, with an exhibition
by Seiton l"letropolitan Council at Bootle Town HaII entit,Ied ',Bootle - the
Home Port". It told the story, amongst many other things of Gladstone Dock and
and the escort vesse1s that salled fronr there. To many of us this brought back
many memories, The Town Hall also held a Commemorative Service on Sunday 23rd.
It was here that we first experienced "BA9l Rationing!" Ihe lack oF space for
all who w.ished to attend ! ! lie had 1 0 pews but wanted 30! |

A Conference took place from 25th to 2Bth, and a reporL is being prepared by
one of our American members and this ivill be published in a future editron.

Several other events will nol- receive fu}1 coverage in the ensuing pages bul
the main events are included - some of Lhem more Lhan once. Many participants
had drffering stories to tell!
It.has not been possible to publish the sl:ories in strict chronoloqical order,
bul read onl l{e hope you enjoy it! !

--e,*,,?


