[y~

: 2l
T T ’
_\\\\\\1\\’\/*\*‘ I !// ‘/"/ =2
= % ((\\\\t 7;4/ : i\Q: !
‘ £, ; 7.3 3
| N — . : p ‘\
b ’ // ¥
5 /
_—————— =N

A EE 2=
N e - =¢

il

PRICE £2 (Free to Members)

© PUBLISHED BY R. D. SQUIRES, FOR NORTH RUSSIA CLUB

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY [ 2 - _; - ,,\‘
L. A. SULLIVAN, 2 Broadlawn, Woolavington, Bridgwater TA7 8EP. -
&
PRINTED BY KAMPRESS AT " o - My
GREEN DRAGON LANE, ST. MARY STREET, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET, TA6 3EL. ﬂ[ ()l l ICIAL PUBLICATION OF FI HE NORTH RUSSIA CLUB ,

A7



NORTHERN 1 1GHT N©33

| Special tdition|

JUNL 1995

Metropolitan
Borough of
Sefton

JERSEY

JUNE 1993 ISSN 0958-1014
Copyright R.D.Squires, North Russia Club



-2 -

NORTHERN .LIGHT N©®35 — “SPECIAL EDITION"

THE GLORIOUS AND WONDERFUL MONTH OF MAY

Following what was undoubtedly the most interesting and successful
month 1n our ninc-ycar history, we have decided to issue this special edition
of Northern Light, so that the many events that have taken place can be shared
by all members al a Lime whilsl they are topical. Our next regular edition is
not due on your door mat until early September! Thus, your committee are
maintaining their desire to bring the club to you and not just rely on those
who can altend evenls. "Old Scrooge" the Hon. Treasurer readily said "go
ahead" even though printing and mailing costs will throw his projected budget
out by nearly £1,000!! He's not such a bad shipmate after all!

My special thanks go to the contributors who have readily rallied
round, al very short notice, to provide the articles and photographs for the
ensuing pages. We hope you all enjoy the contents, they are all eye-witness
accounts and are not 'sensational' like some given by the medial!

Articles on following pages include:-
PRE-OPENING VISITS TO WESTERN APPROACHES HEADQUARTERS

CONFERMENT OF THE FREEDOM OF ENTRY INTO THE CITY OF LIVERPOOL
UPON H.M.S. EAGLET

NORTH RUSSIA CLUB'S REUNION IN JERSEY C.I.
RECEPTION AT THE RUSSIAN EMBASSY IN LONDON
RECEPTION ABOARD H.M.S. BELFAST
NORTH RUSSIA CLUB'S SOUTHERN REUNION AT H.M.S. NELSON, PORTSMOUTH
PREVIEW OF THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC GALLERY AT MERSEYSIDE MARITIME MUSEUM
"BA 93" COMMEMORATION EVENTS
CAPTAIN WALKER'S OLD BOYS ANNUAL DINNER AT BOOTLE TOWN HALL

SCATTERING OF CAPTAIN WYBURD'S ASHES AT SEA
(Captain . Wyburd DSO, DSC, RN was the first SBNO North Russia in WWII)

Contributors: C.B.Tye; L.A.Sullivan; E.Skelton; G.Shelton; W.Gleeson;
J.R.Badger-Smith; J.McHugh; P.A.Skinner; W.Ryan (USA);
M.Vallee (USA) and the editor.
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WESTERN APPROACHES HEADQUARTERS
(A pre-opening visit)
By R.D.Sguires.

Ihe glorious month ot May started on Ist and 2nd when, on each day
approximately 45 club membdrs, together with other veterans incliuding the
Russian Convoy Ulub, were invited to a ftree preview of the "Citadel" or
"Bunker", as 1t was known during the war.

Ihe developers, Walton Commercial Group, with the Northern Design

Unit have worked wonders an re-discovering so many of the old artifacts and
reirnstating the underground headquarters. A member remarked "We have waited 47
years for Uhe privilege ot entering the H.(Q.". Whilst another said "It this
had been sited in London it would have been a national shrine now, and as well
known as Churchill's War Rooms ! Who could argue with them 7

It was a pleasure and interesting to meet and talk to ex-
WRNS and WAAMs who had actually served in the bunker during the time of the
Arctic Convoys. It was also good to see NRC committee man Les Jones there, as

he did two short spells there during the war. He also came back on the second
day with younger members ot his tamily.

Dr James tox and Mr Fred U'Brien were able to explain the many
problems encountered in meeting the opening dead-line, such as breaking
through one metre thick tungsten reintorce concrete wall to satisty the Satety
and fire inspectors! They were also able to tell us that Phase Two of the
development is on schedule and that a further 20,000 sq.ft. will be opened in
early July.

Many of us have already made return visits and we intend to go
back again!! 1t's well worth it!

THE CONFERMENI OF THE FREEDUM OF ENTRY INIO THE C1TY U+ LIVERPOOL
UN H.M.S. EAGLET
By J.J. Howes.

1 understand that we were allocated 40 seats at the service. What
a pity that there were only 3U bums on seats!

1t was anenjoyable service conducted in true naval style, with the
added dignity of the city fathers of this great seaport city.

The moments to cherish for me (as an ex-faglet), was the Dedication
of the White knsign, followed by Last Post, bSilence, Reveille and the laying
up of the tnsign in perpetuity in the War Memorial Chapel.

1 must also record that the address given by Revd. John Williams
RNK, taglet's Chaplain, could not, in my opinion have been bettered.

Finally, the company of H.M.S. Eaglet marched through the city,
colours tlying, drums beating and bayonets fixed, with the salute taken on the
cathedral steps by the Lord Mayor and Admiral Sir Anthony Morton GBE, KCB.
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RECEPTION Al THE RUSSIAN EMBASSY IN LONDON
By Peter A Skinner Hon. Sec.

On 10th May, 25 members of N.R.C., together with a similar number
[com  the Russian Convoy Club, assembled at the Embassy of the Russian
Lederation, ab  the invitation of Mr. Boris Pankin, to celebrate the 48th
Atmiversary of Lhe end of hostilities in Burope - "Victory Day".

Un this occasion we were entertained at 13 Kensington Palace
Gardens, o magnificent building on the opposite side of the road to the one
previously used. On arrival we were shown into a large reception room at the
back of the building, beautifully decorated in the Victorian style, and over-
looling well maintained gardens backing on to Kensington Palace Gardens. The
hast e and bustle associaled with London could hardly be heard, we might as
well have bheen deep in the countryside.

Al the appointed hour Mr Pankin joined us and addressed us with a
lew words of welcome. |, as Hon. Secretary (and deputising for our President
and Chairman who were living it up in Jersey), replied on behalf of all
present, followed by Bob Allan, Chairman of the R.C.C. The Amb ador then
presented five members from each club with their 40th Anniversary Medals, and
we were then ushered into the Garden Room for a Buffet Lunch.

Another change from previous occasions was that the food and drink
was brought round by neatly dressed waitresses, in other words, we could not
help oursclves to the Vodka, but we did not go short! It was interesting to
mingle with the other guests, three Ladies from H.M.S. Centurion and a Wren -
Maggie - who is the Deputy Controller of the Wrens. Alsc present were senior
members of the Embassy staff, and in particular one of the Assistant Naval
Attaches, Captain Alexander Antropov who had been to several of the Russian
Embassies around the world, including the United States.

As the Vodka began to disappear, so did the gquests, and another
interesting visit to our friends from the Russian Federation was over.

1 did write to the Ambassador to thank him on your behalf.

OUR WEEK IN THE CHANNEL ISLANDS

SUNDAY 9 May: We arrived from various points on the mainland on
"Liberation Day" to a wonderful welcome - even "Drinkies on the House" from
1800 to 1900. Then, following dinner we were entertained with a Cabaret in the
Ballroom at the Westhill Hotel.

MONDAY 10 MAY: A full-day coach tour of Jersey, visiting "The
Living Legend", Jersey Potteries and the Wildlife Preservation Park. (Next
time on the island dont miss the newly opened '"Living Legend" - it's an
unforgettable experience!

After dinner and back to the Ballroom for a very entertaining talk
on "My Island of Jersey" by Alan Churchill.

TUESDAY 11 MAY: For most of us it was a "Day on the Town" exploring,

shopping, seeiny the market and generally obeying "She who must be obeyed".
Then after dinner an International Entertainer Tom Weston, who

denied the suggestion that he was a descendant of dear old Aggie Weston

WEDNESDAY 12 MAY: This was our BIG DAY and is reported by Les
Sullivan:

Weatherwise it lurned out to be perfect, which was lucky because
for the rest of the week il was disappointing. However 0930 saw everybody
boarding the coaches which were to take us to the Church in St Hellier. No
fault could be found with the appearance of the "ships company" - any C.0.
would have been proud to have them, with spotless dress and medals shining! It
was a proud momenl Lo see our Standard paraded down the aisle and laid on the
altar. The church was packed  with N.R.C. members, their wives and members of
the public. An excellent thunksgiving service was conducted by the Dean of St.
Hellier, the Very Reverend Basil 0'Ferrell.

From the church we had to walk to the Cenotaph, which necessitated
crossing the main thoroughfare so to make sure we arrived safely extra traffic
wardens were on duty. OUne of them was kissed by a club member - but she was
very attractive and charming! To see a traffic warden being kissed whilst on
duty must be some sort of rccord. After a prayer and wreath laying we then
walked to the Town Hall.

Here, we attended a "Vin D'Honneur" - which is really drinks on
the house. Not just a sedate glass of sherry but trestle tables carrying just
about every kind of drink one could ask for. We were joined by the Dean, and
the Bishop of Winchester. The company was officially welcomed by the Constable
(Mayor) of St. llellier, Bob Le Brog and many photographs were taken.

After a very convivial hour we boarded the coaches again, this
time being taken to the "0ld Coach House" at Goray for lunch. It was a
really splendid lunch enjoyed by everybody and afterwards our President Chris
Tye, made a presentation to our excellent host, Bob Smale. This was a brass
clock which chimes the bells of the Navy's watches, in appreciation of all
that he had done in arranging such a wonderful re-union.

Eventually, the well fed and watered assembly returned to our
hotel after a thoroughly satisfying and enjoyable day.

But the day was not over! As, following dinner there was the
"Mickey Maskell Party Night".

THURSDAY 13; FRIDAY 14; and SATURDAY 15 MAY. Quite sensibly, the
itinerary allowed us all to do our own things, and there was no shortage of
places to visit, shops to explore, etc., etc. followed each evening with more
live entertainment. On Thursday, we again were treated to "Drinkies on the
House" and also a further surprise when the Dean returned to read the fax
message which he had received from the Russian Ambassador in London:

North Russia Club
Dear British Veterans!
The people of Russia appreciate the major contribution
made by the British servicemen to our common victory over fascism
in the Second World War. It is only due to our comradeship
in-arms that we overcame the greatest danger to humanity.
With special pleasure I would like to greet the great
British veterans from the North Russia Club who took part in the
northern allied convoys to Archangel and Murmansk.
Your help to our people in the wartime years was
unprecedented by its scope and significance. We pay tribute to
you, dear veterans, for your heroism and gallantry and wish to
thank you most heartedly for what you did for a peaceful life in
this world.
(signed) Boris Pankin
Ambassador of the Russian
Federation in Great Britain



H.M.S. BELFAST IN "WAR PAINI"
thy the bEditor wearing his Chairman's hat.

Un 19 May, [ had the privilege, together with other selected
persons including Chairmen of several ex-Service sociatlions to attend a
Buffet Reception on board cur headquarters ship H.M.S. Belfast.

Ihe invitation was received from Dr Alan Borg CBE FSA, the
Dircetor General of the Imperial War Museum. Guests assembled al Festival Pier
adjacent to Festival Hall to board the paddle steamer The Elizabethan to view
H.H. Belfast in her wartime camouflage. Following this a reception was held
in Belfasl's Wardronm
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BELFAST IN WAR PAINT - 19 MAY 1993

During the day Mr J. Wenzel, who is Captain Collins' successor as
Director of Belfast, explained that the idea of camouflage was mainly to make
the ship more visible from her berth. It certainly does that and is quite the
opposite to the wartime reason! Also, "A" and "B" turrets are now trained and
elevated to an 'action' position. If the guns were fired in this position it
is confidently estimated that they would score direct hits on Scratchwood
Service Station on the M1 motorway! Scratchwood does advertise Belfast as a
tourist attraction!

Mr Wenzel has several other plans for the ship/museun.
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PHOTOS

Top "JERSEY'" - THE HOMAGE™ Capt George Bryson MN, Standard Bearer.

Middle "VIN D'HONNEUR" From Left: The Constable, Bob Smale, Bishop of
Winchester, Dick Squires, Chris Tye.

Bottom "THE PRESENTATION" Bob Smale and Chris Ty






