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EDITORIAL

0ur IirsL r:rljt_iorr of NorLhern Light, featuring the R.A.F. and F.A.A.
prodrtcr:rl it littrpriliirtr; amount- of interest and correspondence' Ex-mat'elot
memhers; hncl t.lrr:ir oyr:3 opened, being only vaguely familiar wj-th the exploits
of or.rr boys irr Ltre sky. whilst our flying members were pleased with the
ed-ition atrd Itave provi.rJcd u$ with plenty of further copy for use in future
ediLions. A coupJe ol srticLes are included in the following pages'

Unfortunal-cly, one arLicle entitled "A l'lartime Memory or Two" on pages 29

and i0, containeci some inaccuracles, probably due to'memory warp'over the
last 5d years. This caused some offence to the person referred to and some

embarrassment to his coJ.Ieagues. l,le are pleased to report that the situation
has been amicably resolved to Lhe satisfaction of the offended parties and the
author of the articte. we are pleased to publish our unreserved apology to
Major A. C. Newson DSO' DSC' RM.

we are going to print with this edition three weeks early and the reports
on our Jersey Reunlon and the Battle of the Atlantic Remembrance Celebrations
will be published in a Iater edition. The reasons for early printing are that
your Chairman/Editor is taking a holiday - away from the word processor and

From the 'pressures of retirementl

Just a reminder that the september edition's theme is "Away from Scapa",

so you have a free rein - stories of interest from anywhere' Yes, I mean

"nyriur", 
it need not be restricted to Scapa, IceJ'and, Norway, etc' As long as

it' refers to your wartime service experiences, it will be considered for
publication.Copytobereceivedbytheeditornot]aterthanSlJuIy.

By special request from severaf members we are publishing a list of easy

reference telephone numbers - the relevant addresses are easily found in your

membership Iists.

TELEPH0NE Nos.
PRESIDENT. . . (Chris B. Tve) ' '0634 232884
CHAIRMAN/EDIT0R....(Dick squires MBE.).. ..O51 487 9567
SECRETARY. ..(Peter Skinner) '0237 4J1481
TREASURER. ..(Eric Rathbone) '0844 452765
MEMBERSHIP SEC.'...(Les Sullivan)..' " " "0278 683579

WELFARE oFFICER. .. . (Ron Phelps) ....0554 8J49J5
A.c,M.T. ....(Ron wren).. ....o7O7 655846
SLOPS B0SUN...'....(Sid Bateman)' """ "'O7O5 81717'
NATIoNAL REUNI0N... (Les Jones) " " '0257 791632
NoRTHERN REUNIoN...(Les Jones) .""0257 791632
S0UTHERN REUNION... (Mervvn Williams) 1" " 'O7O3 77-5q7-2

RoYAL SAIL0RS HoME aLUB'' (Portsmouth) ""'o7o5 8242t1
UNI0N JACK CLUB, L0ND0N. ."'071 928 6401

UNIoN JACK CLUB, LONI)0N (Reservations)"'871 928 1\14
VICT0RY SERVTCES CLUB, L0ND0N' ....'071 723 4474

H.M.S.BELFAsT, LoNDoN. ......071 4O7 6434

++++++++++++++
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SUES 5U85 SUBS SUBS

NOT THE UNDERWATER KIND THE I{EHBERSHIP VARIETY!

Thank you to members who have paid for 199)/94 (sone
even for 1994/951 ) - and especially. another thank you to
those who "added a bit",

Although renewals were arriving in good numbers at the
end of February and early March, they have now fallen
off. There are approximately 6OO still outstanding, so
please wil} you take up the pen and l"et's hear from you.

I again remind you that if there is a difficulty, please
1et me know - itrs between you, me and the treasurer
ONLY !

IMPORTANT

Subscriptions are now t7.00 annually, or f,60.00 for Life
Membership. A1I chaques shoufd be made payable to "NORTH
RUSSIA CLUBil - not to me!

/r-{-,*;
n /*p---Ga€j--7+€J
/ t'

SLOPS & I.IEHORABILIA

The following can be ordered from the Slops Bosun, address below:

Soviet 40th Anniversary Miniature Medal
Book "Convoys to Russia 1941 - 1945n
N.R.C. Ieathet/cork Coasters (Bof of l)
Bonded Leather Key Wallets For 6 keys
Fobbed Key Rings
Enamell"ed Lapel Brooch Badge
Crossed UKlRussian Federation FIag Badge

.C. Tie (printed motif)

.C. BIazer Badge

.C. Beret Badqe

t 8.50
€,'t 0 .50
t 2.50
I2.00
€,2.00
f, 1.00
f, 1.50
t, 5.00
[ 8.50
f, 5.00

plus 25
75

€1

postage

P&pp&p

N.R
N.R
N.R

SHOP EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS AT SALE PRICE

N.R.C. CHRISTMA5 CARDS - T,2.OO PER PACK OF TEN (INCLUDES POSTAGE)

Orders to S.Bateman, 70 Nickleby House, A1I SainLs Road, Portsmouth P01 4EL.

Cheques made payable to "North Russia C1ub" ,, 7 , (^ I tt

q)*c/t vuutl '
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REUNION REPORTS

MERSEYSIDI & NORTH WALES: Sixty-four members and wives ensured that H.M.S.
EAGLTT's Senior Rates luless was bulging at the seams, for the Quarterly Sunday
Lunchtime Buffet Gathering on 28th February.0n this occasion Merseyside & N.
Wa-Ies area -included members from the West Midlands, Stafford and Middlesex!!!
Welcomc l.ads - the more, the merrier. Entertainment on the keyboard and piano
accordion was again provided by club member George Ford with'big'brother
[Ji,ll. ar:tinq as 14.C.0ur ladies in the'Playmates Choir'were also in good
voice. A Lot-al ol thirty-one raffle prizes were donated by generous members.
And wlrilsL we wero al-l enjoying ourselves, our M.N. Standard Bearer Georqe
Bryson was on Lhe Dlill Deck being put through his paces by Len Haydock and
Bil.l Austin, in preprgration for the BA9l Cathedral Service. So look out for
Ceorge on UBC TV orr Sr.rnday )0 May - Live!

DEV0N & C0RNWALL: Thirty members and wives met. at the Senior Rates Mess of'
H.M.S. URAKE for Llrc f,irst qatherinq of, its kind in that corner of the
country. It was also the first reunion that some membets had attended, and
some ol the hardened reunion-goers were pleased to meeL some new faces. One
new member was signed up - Rex Smith, Secretary of, the 17 Destroyer Flot-i1i.a
Association, who lives neerr 0kehampton and another member of 0BDURATE's crew,
Welcome Rex !

Apologies had been received from a number of members, one from as f,ar
away as New Zealand, anolher in the throes of, an ArL Exhibition in Birmingham,
and so forth. 0thers were not abl-e to be there f,or reasons of iII health and
disaLrility, and arrangements were made for the more able bodied to visit some
of them.

Arrangements are now in hand to have a Christmas Lunch on V'lednesday Bth
December, again in the Senior Rates Mess who, incidentally, looked after us
very well and at a modest cost. S0 - as they say "WATCH THIS SPACI for more
news of the CHRISTMAS CRACKER!

P.A.SKINNER, Hon. Sec.

PRESIDENTTS "MEMBERS 0NLYt EVENING: 0n '10 March at the Victory Services CIub,
Marble Arch, London, l5 members enjoyed the first Members 0nly evening of the
year. The evening followed a similar pattern to those arranged previously by
our president. The Lamps were Swinging throughout the even.ing, a first class
supper was enjoyed as were the jokes of the various comedians in our very own

"Sods Opera". Through the support of the attendance and generosity of those
present the raffle resulted in €49 for Club and Welfare funds.

CHRiS,B.TYE, President.

tRUHt: Ilrc NinLh AnnuaI Dinner was held on l'lednesday 24 l'4arch 1991. This was

tlre tlrjrrl lrr be held al Keyford ELms Hotel and Restaurant, Frome. Amongst
tlrur;r' rrl ltrrrlirrt; was our Founder and President, Chris Tye, and Les Sullrvan'
o(,r' l^4r.rrlrllr;lrrp Secretary. Our shipmates who have Crossed the Bar lvere
lcnrtnrlrr-,rr.tl witlr the Traditional '5ilence' and the N.R.C. 'Poem of Grace'
rr: l;rl crl lry t lrc pre:;ident.

l'1;rrry rrrcrrlrr:r':; have written to say thaL this year's Dinner was rt.he best
yct'! My rr,ply il;, "You the members made the evening by "Turning 0ut". Thank
You, -'ilri1m:rlr::r.

Nr:rl yr,;rr', tlrc drrlner wiIl aqain be held at the same venLler on March 15.
lrr91r.(lllrurr(lr,rr; wilI aJrpear in future Northern Liqhts). As this will be our
lllllr Ilrlllrrliry rl will tre celebrated with a 10" x 10" cake made by Joan 0ram,
wif l ol .lrrrr, orrr' lirrlil;[rury tnember.

E,(Curly) l4orris No7J.
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N0RTH l{EsT REUNI0N AT BLACKP0OL: Another excellent weekend at the stretton
Hotel on North Promenade - but that is quite usual, as they all are. Indeed,
they seem to get better each year. This is due to two things, firstly the Fine
arrangements and attention to detail made by our reunion secretary and,
secondly, the attentive hotel staFf,. A very good dinner was followed by an
evening oF merry entert.ainment conducted by our M.C. BitI Ford. Despite the
fact that clocks had to be advanced by one hour, the singing and danclng went
on and on. 8ut everyone played Lheir parLs - there were no absentees or even
Iate-comers at breakfast. Thanks Les, thanks BiIl, thanks Stretton.

A very satisfied member. (RoII on the next one.)

THE IICREI{II AT FROI,IE.

Memoria] and Dedication Service at Ardrossan: At 1400 on 27 March a Service of
Dedication to the 0fficers and Men -lost when H,M.S. Dasher was sunk FoIlowing
an expl-osion on 27 March '1943. The service was held at Barony St John Parish
Church, Ardrossan, and a remembrance stone, facing the sea was dedicated. The
N.R.C. wreaLh was laid by David Craig, Jack Hobbs and Peter Keenan.

DASHER sank at approx 1648 on 27 March, 1943, in position ?O5o 5 miles From
Cumbrae Is-Iand, The Commanding 0fficer and 148 of the Ships Company survived
from a crew of 577,
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"CROSSED THE BAR"

We regret to announce that the following shipmates
havc "Crosnr:d thc Bar"

PACEY F.Ii.
WILLIAM:J W.R.
HURN t.t.
CHARTERI; A.E.

ol'Chertsey, SurreY
ol'Machynlleth
ol'Y{althamstow
of Marlow, Bucks

ex I{ESTC0TT.
ex STARLING.
ex BELLONA.
ex QUEEN

A 1;AII. t]R WARRIOR'S LA}IENT

Y{o've Ploughed our nay through stormy seas,
While oceans ebbed and flowedt

At times to PraY uPon our knees,
0n a sometimes lonelY road'

The time has come to change our courset
For our Places - uP on high'

Cherubs, Seraphims, our guiding forcet
TiIl one ourselves, with wings to fly,

No more to hear the seagulls cr-Y,
Swords are crossed and Put to lter

It's time to rrCross the Bartr'

Frederick H HardY

No,itn PusS;"t Q.rub,

e.Q- t-A ,l,t^trt Zc68

k.t ?ne<v
i.&Ba&rrr{ eAcJ/

VJ INS'fiqN^/.''/
s.4. q3

fir o:: ,'i,t.ri t.ttttii/t.,:

{,i ilc ,t,,c 1t
7il

// .i .

/Y01,.,",) )t,!li i e.:rn

'T!uor-'/t,"i

r2ft,? tti?,,/,i!S trl:
fff,4r/ ti /,t,,ii::: rl r[,

SATURDAY 24th JULY: Post A.G.M. Dinner Dance at the Gascoiqne Rooms, llnion
Jack Club, Sandell Street, Waterloo, London, 1900 to midnight.
Dancing to "The Minchellasr'. t10.00 per person.
Booking Forms with details of accommodat.ion are available from
Chris B. Tye, 5 Begonia Avenue, Gi.llingham, Kent ME8 5YD.

SUNDAY 25th JULY: Annual Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Russian Memorial at
Brookwood Cemetery foLlowed by BufFet Lunch in the SLaff

Sergeants Mess at Pirbright Camp. Buffet t5.00 per person,
incfusive of coach transport Brookwood (BR) Station, Cemetery and
Camp with return. Smart Dress shipmates - no Tee Shirts, Jeans or
Trainers in Sergeant's Mess, please.
Use enclosed booking form.

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER: There are still berths available on the two SAGA Cruises to
Tromsoe, Narvik, North Cape, Murmansk and Archangel. The onboard
and ashore programmes are being arranged by NRC and RCC officials
and is geared to your requirements and interests.
13 August / 24 AugusLz SaiI out. Fly back.
24 August / 3 SepL: F1y out. Sail back.

Booking forms and details from Saga Cruises, Tel 0800 400 100 (Free phone).

1st to jrd OCT0BER: "Bordkameradshaft Scharnhorst" 50th Anniversary Reunion of
Commemoration at Wilhelmshaven. Further details of reunion and
hotel accommodation from: Herr Wolfgang Kube, Naumburger Strasse
16, 54OO Koblenz, Germany. (Te1z3261 51658)

SATURDAY 2frd 0CT0BER: Annual Dj.nner Dance at the Swallow Hotel, Northampton.
Special accommodaLion rates. Dancing to 'rTempo Tyme" (not last
year's group! ).

Booking Forms For Accommodation and Dinner Dance From Les Jones, 35 Neargates,
Charnock Richard, Chorley, Lancs PR7 5EY.

WEDNESDAY 24th November: Ninth Anniversary of Formation of North Russia CIub.
President's 'Members Only' Reunion Supper at Victory Services
C1ub, Marble Arch, London. Detai-Is from Chrj.s Fye, address above.

I{HY NOT HOLD A LOCAL'GET-TOGETHERI IN YOUR AREA? ADVICE, HELP, ETC., FROM THE
HON SECRETARY.

Any South East member interested in the bi-monthly meetings held
Margate/Ramsgale area should contact Shipmate Sharpe (Memb. No258.)

Merseyside and North frrest members should contact the Chairman/Editor.

in the

South Western members should contact Peter Skinner (Hon.Sec.) for details of
the rrChristmas Cracker, at H.M.S. Drake on t{ednesday 8th December next.
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DIARY OT FORTHCOHING EVENTS
JUNE TO NOVEHBER 199]

FRIDAY zfRD JULY: Royal Tournament "V-ictory at Sea" at

We have a block bookinq of seats. All are
grandchildren. l'lake your booking whilst
available. Use the enclosed booking form.

Earls Court, London,

welcome
t ickets

bring the
are still
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BACKGR0UND: At the start oi the Second Wor.l-d War the Royal Naval PatroI
Service (RNPS) comprised Skippers, Mates and men ol the RNR but was ex-
panded as the war went on from 5,000 men and 500 vessels to 55,000 men and
5,000 ships. The RNPS was known as Harry Tate's Navy and the Headquarters was
established at "Sparrows Nest", a requisitioned municipal pleasure ground at
LowesLofL. l,len were bi.Ileted with peacetime holiday landladies and reported to
Sparrows Nest each day.

Ships ol the RNPS fought in every Lheatre of war and, after t.he Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbour, a force ol large trawlers was sent across Lhe
AtlanLic to inaugurate a convoy system until the US Navy was able to take ort
this commitment. At the order oF Mr l,/i-nston Churchill, a special silver barlqe
was issued to each man ol the RNPS on completion of 5 months sea time.

MEMORIAL UNVEILED IN 1951:0n 7 0ctober,195), a memorial cons.istitrcl of a

tall fluted column surmounted by a bronze ship, was erected hi.qh abovtr
Sparrows Nest with a cfear view over the North Sea. It. was unvei.led b

First Sea Lord (Admiral of the Fleet. Sir Roderick McCriger, GCB DSO LLt)
the
ancl

incolporates 17 brorrze panels bearing the names 2,185 olftccr':;:rnrl rnt:tt wlttr;t'
ages ranged f,rcm'15 t.o the laLe 50's, who were los;t at:;etl . Ilrosc attt'trrl ittrl
the ceremony included Lcrrd Stradbroke, Lord Lieutenant ol Suflolk, Admiral l,i l
Phrlip Vian, KCB DSC, representinq the Prime l'linister, lhe Bishop of Norvr i llr
who conducted the selvice and Lord CarrlngLon, Ltlcrt a Junror MinisLer itr t.lrr:
l'4inistry of Aqriculture and Fisheries,

SUBSEQUENT ACTIVITY: In November 1975, The Royal Naval PaLrol Serv ilr
Association (RNPSA) was formed to unite all surviving members of, the Rl'lf'S urlrrr

passed throuqh Sparrows Nest which r{as commissioned as Hl'15 tURUPA. The In/avt'rrcy
District Council qave a room in Sparrows Nest to serve as a Headquarters antl;r
Iuropa Room has been estab]rshed as a "Shrine of Remembrance" to men of tltr:
RNPS.

Since 1975 annuaf reunions have taken place in 0cLober of each year ttttri
Commander-1n-Chief Fleet arranqes a ship visit Lo coincide wit.h lhe reuniott if
this is possible operationally. These reun.ions al Lowestofl are well attenrlr:rl
by members, from all over the UK, and their wives. They take Lhe forrn of :r

parade, church serv.ice and wrealh-laying), march past and, in the evcnirrg, .'

well orqanised dlnner*darrce.
POSTAL ADDRESS AND HEADQUARITRS: The SecreLary, Roya-I Naval Patrol Service

As:;ocratlon, (Naval l,luseirrn), Sparrows Nest, Lowestolt, Suffolk NR12 1XC.
i elepirrrrre O5O2 586250.

Information subrritted by Bill Ford (ex NORTH[RN WAVE)

0riginally known as PEMtsR0KE X, tl,e base was run by retired officers, mosl o1'
whom ljvcd locally. Sparrows Nest consisted of a Lhatched manor house, some
conservat-ories, a concert halI, anrl the surrounding grounds to accommodate
thousand:; o1's:rilors arrd ttreir trarning and supply facilities. However, Lhe
Navy had Lo requisiLion hurrdreds ol boardinq houses, and most of Lhe town's
sclrools. With the loss of the hoj.iday trade, the landladies were only too glad
to hclp, staying on t-hrouqh Lhe 20,000 bombs dropped on the town duri.ng the
war. St.Johrr's Road School becarne a naviqation school, Roman Hill school a
barracks, St. Luke'l; HospiLal an engineering workshop, and the 0vaI cricket
ground a qrrrtnery establishment. Perhaps the most remarkab.Le department was the
RNPS cookery school. Almost aIl peace-Lime trawler cooks were over-age for
act.ive service and young men had to be trained to take their place, Thjs was
done at Lowestol'L Church Road Sr:hool. It was the brainchild of Crace l'1usson,
who had been head of Lowestoft Technical College before the war, lnliLh her
eleven domestic science teachers, she inducted 150 recruits at a time inLo Lhe
mysteries of cooking a hot meal on a coal-fired range during a Force Ten
storm, all in five weeks,
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HOW MANY OF YOU JOINED UP AFITT READING ONE OF THESE?


