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EDITORIAL

Our last edition of Northern Light, featuring the R.A.F. and F.A.A.
produced a surprising amount of interest and correspondence. Ex-matelot
members had their eyes opened, being only vaguely familiar with the exploits
of our boys in the sky. Whilst our flying members were pleased with the
edition and have provided us with plenty of further copy for use in future
editions. A couple of articles are included in the following pages.

Unfortunately, one article entitled "A Wartime Memory or Two" on pages 29
and 30, contained some inaccuracies, probably due to 'memory warp' over the
last 50 years. This caused some offence to the person referred to and some

embarrassment to his colleagues. We are pleased to report that the situation
has been amicably resolved to the satisfaction of the offended parties and the
author of the article. We are pleased to publish our unreserved apology to
Major A. C. Newson DSO, DSC, RM.

We are going to print with this edition three weeks early and the reports
on our Jersey Reunion and the Battle of the Atlantic Remembrance Celebrations
will be published in a later edition. The reasons for early printing are that
your Chairman/Editor is taking a holiday - away from the word processor and
from the 'pressures of retirement'

Just a reminder that the September edition's theme is. "Away from Scapa",
so you have a free rein - stories of interest from anywhere. Yes, I mean
anywhere, it need not be restricted to Scapa, Iceland, Norway, etc. As long as
it refers to your wartime service experiences, it will be considered for
publication. Copy to be received by the editor not later than 31 July.

By special request from several members we are publishing a list of éasy
reference telephone numbers - the relevant addresses are easily found in your
membership lists.

TELEPHONE Nos.

PRESIDENT .eeevenn.. (Chris B. Tye)eeeeeonnn 0634 232884
CHAIRMAN/EDITOR....(Dick Squires MBE.)....051 487 9567
SECRETARY..vvvvnnnn (Peter Skinner)........0237 431481
TREASURER...vcvenns (Eric Rathbone)........ 0844 452765
MEMBERSHIP SEC..... (Les Sullivan)....ce... 0278 683579
WELFARE OFFICER....(Ron Phelps)..ceeeeaose 0554 834935
AC.M.T.eieneeanann (Ron Wren)eeeeecenenens 0707 655846
SLOPS BOSUN........ (Sid Bateman)....cov... 0705 817775
NATIONAL REUNION...(Les JOnes)..eeesssccss 0257 791632
NORTHERN REUNION...(Les Jones).eeeeessssse 0257 791632
SOUTHERN REUNION...(Mervyn Williams)...... 0703 775875
ROYAL SAILORS HOME CLUB, (Portsmouth)..... 0705 824231
UNION JACK CLUB, LONDON...coveveeeeannacas 071 928 6401
UNION JACK CLUB, LONCON (Reservations)...071 928 45314
VICTORY SERVICES CLUB, LONDON..:v.ccoeevvnn 071 723 4474
H.M.S.BELFAST, LONDON..coeetveceenvenacann 071 407 6434
B s s

SUBS - SUBS - SuUuBS - SUBS

NOT THE UNDERWATER KIND - THE MEMBERSHIP VARIETY!

Thank you to members who have paid for 1993/94 (some
even for 1994/95!) - and especially another thank you to
those who "added a bit", /

Although renewals were arriving in good numbers at the
end of February and early March, they have now fallen
off. There are approximately 600 still outstanding, so
please will you take up the pen and let's hear from you.

I again remind you that if there is a difficulty, please
let me know - it's between you, me and the treasurer
ONLY!

IMPORTANT

Subscriptions are now £7.00 annually, or £60.00 for Life
Membership. All chaques should be made payable to "NORTH

RUSSIA CLUB" - not to me!
/<;t?<fi;0ﬁwwﬁa ’
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SLOPS & MEMORABILIA

The following can be ordered from the Slops Bosun, address below:

Soviet 40th Anniversary Miniature Medal @ £ 8.50 plus £1.25 p & p
Book "Convoys to Russia 1941 - 1945" @ £10.50 "" 5 p&p
N.R.C. leather/cork Coasters (Bof of 3) @ £ 2.50 "" postage.
Bonded Leather Key Wallets for 6 keys @£ 2.00 "¢ "

Fobbed Key Rings @& 2.00 " ¥
Enamelled Lapel Brooch Badge @£ 3.00 " "

Crossed UK/Russian Federation Flag Badge @ £ 1.50 "" o

N.R.C. Tie (printed motif) @£ 6.00 "M "

N.R.C. Blazer Badge @g8.50 "" "

N.R.C. Beret Badge @g 5.00 """ "

SHOP EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS AT SALE PRICE

N.R.C. CHRISTMAS CARDS - £2.00 PER PACK OF TEN (INCLUDES POSTAGE)

Orders to S.Bateman, 70 Nickleby House, All Saints Road, Portsmouth P01

Cheques made payable to "North Russia Club" , (i; 1
\ acE “&{j .

4EL.
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REUNION REPORTS

MERSEYSIDE & NORTH WALES: Sixty-four members and wives ensured that H.M.S.
EAGLET's Senior Rates Mess was bulging at the seams, for the Quarterly Sunday
Lunchtime Buffet Gathering on 28th February. On this occasion Merseyside & N.
Wales area included members from the West Midlands, Stafford and Middlesex!!!

Welcome lads - the more, the merrier. Entertainment on the keyboard and piano
accordian was again provided by club member George Ford with 'big' brother
Bill acting as M.C. Our ladies in the 'Playmates Choir' were also in good
voice. A total of thirty-one raffle prizes were donated by generous members.
And whilst we were all enjoying ourselves, our M.N. Standard Bearer George
Bryson was on the Drill Deck being put through his paces by Len Haydock and
Bill Austin, in preperation for the BA93 Cathedral Service. So look out for

George on BBC TV on Sunday 30 May - Live!

DEVON & CORNWALL: Thirty members and wives met at the Senior Rates Mess of

H.M.S. DRAKE for the first gathering of its kind in that corner of the
country. It was also the first reunion that some members had attended, and
some of the hardened reunion-goers were pleased to meet some new faces. One
new member was signed up - Rex Smith, Secretary of the 17 Destroyer Flotilla

Association, who lives near Okehampton and another member of OBDURATE's crew.
Welcome Rex!

Apologies had been received from a number of members, one from as far
away as New Zealand, another in the throes of an Art Exhibition in Birmingham,
and so forth. Others were not able to be there for reasons of ill health and
disability, and arrangements were made for the more able bodied to visit some
of them.

Arrangements are now in hand to have a Christmas Lunch on Wednesday Bth
December, again in the Senior Rates Mess who, incidentally, looked after us
very well and at a modest cost. SO - as they say '"WATCH THIS SPACE for more
news of the CHRISTMAS CRACKER!

P.A.SKINNER, Hon. Sec.
PRESIDENT'S "MEMBERS ONLY"™ EVENING: On 10 March at the Victory Services Club,
Marble Arch, London, 35 members enjoyed the first Members Only evening of the
year. The evening followed a similar pattern to those arranged previously by
our president. The Lamps were Swinging throughout the evening, a first class
supper was enjoyed as were the jokes of the various comedians in our very own
"Sods Opera". Through the support of the attendance and generosity of those
present the raffle resulted in £49 for Club and Welfare funds.

CHRIS.B.TYE, President.

FROME: The Ninth Annual Dinner was held on Wednesday 24 March 1993. This was
the third to be held at Keyford Elms Hotel and Restaurant, Frome. Amongst
those attending was our Founder and President, Chris Tye, and Les Sullivan,
our Membership Secretary. Our shipmates who have Crossed the Bar were
remembered with the Traditional 'Silence' and the N.R.C. 'Poem of Grace'
related by the president.

Many members have written to say that this year's Dinner was 'the best
yet'! My reply is, "You the members made the evening by "Turning Out". Thank
You, Shipmates.

Next year, the dinner will again be held at the same venue, on March 16.
1994 . (Reminders will appear in future Northern Lights). As this will be our
10th Birthday it will be celebrated with a 10" x 10" cake made by Joan Oram,
wife of Jim, our Salisbury member.

E.(Curly) Morris N°73.

=5 =

NORTH WEST REUNION AT BLACKPOOL: Another excellent weekend at the Stretton
Hotel on North Promenade - but that is quite usual, as they all are. Indeed,
they seem to get better each year. This is due to two things, firstly the fine
arrangements and attention to detail made by our reunion secretary and,
secondly, the attentive hotel staff. A very good dinner was followed by an
evening of merry entertainment conducted by our M.C. Bill Ford. Despite the
fact that clocks had to be advanced by one hour, the singing and dancing went
on and on. But everyone played their parts - there were no absentees or even
late-comers at breakfast. Thanks Les, thanks Bill, thanks Stretton.

A very satisfied member. (Roll on the next one.)

THE "CREW" AT FROME.

Memorial and Dedication Service at Ardrossan: At 1400 on 27 March a Service of
Dedication to the Officers and Men lost when H.M.S. Dasher was sunk following
an explosion on 27 March 1943. The service was held at Barony St John Parish
Church, Ardrossan, and a remembrance stone, facing the sea was dedicated. The
N.R.C. wreath was laid by David Craig, Jack Hobbs and Peter Keenan.

DASHER sank at approx 1648 on 27 March, 1943, in position 205° 5 miles from
Cumbrae Island. The Commanding Officer and 148 of the Ships Company survived
from a crew of 527.
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"CROSSED THE BAR"

We regret to announce that the following shipmates
have "Crossed the Bar"

PACEY F .W. of Chertsey, Surrey ex WESTCOTT.
WILLIAMS W.R. of Machynlleth ex STARLING.
HURN H. of Walthamstow ex BELLONA.
CHARTERS A.E. of Marlow, Bucks ex QUEEN

A SAILOR WARRIOR'S LAMENT

We've ploughed our way through stormy seas,
While oceans ebbed and flowed,
At times to pray upon our knees,
On a sometimes lonely road.

The time has come to change our course,
For our places - up on high,
Cherubs, Seraphims, our guiding force,
Till one ourselves, with wings to fly,
No more to hear the seagulls cry,
Swords are crossed and put to lee,
It's time to "Cross the Bar"

Frederick H Hardy.
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DIARY OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS
JUNE TO NOVEMBER 1993

FRIDAY 23RD JULY: Royal Tournament "Victory at Sea" at Earls Court, London.

We have a block booking of seats. All are welcome - bring the
grandchildren. Make your booking whilst tickets are still
available. Use the enclosed booking form.

SATURDAY 24th JULY: Post A.G.M. Dinner Dance at the Gascoigne Rooms, Union
Jack Club, Sandell Street, Waterloo, London, 1900 to midnight.
Dancing to "The Minchellas". £10.00 per person.
Booking Forms with details of accommodation are available from
Chris B. Tye, 5 Begonia Avenue, Gillingham, Kent ME8 6YD.

SUNDAY 25th JULY: Annual Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Russian Memorial at
Brookwood Cemetery followed by Buffet Lunch in the Staff
Sergeants Mess at Pirbright Camp. Buffet £5.00 per person,
inclusive of coach transport Brookwood (BR) Station, Cemetery and
Camp with return. Smart Dress shipmates - no Tee Shirts, Jeans or
Trainers in Sergeant's Mess, please.
Use enclosed booking form.

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER: There are still berths available on the two SAGA Cruises to
Tromsoe, Narvik, North Cape, Murmansk and Archangel. The onboard
and ashore programmes are being arranged by NRC and RCC officials
and is geared to your requirements and interests.

13 August / 24 August: Sail out. Fly back.
24 August / 3 Sept: Fly out. Sail back.
Booking forms and details from Saga Cruises. Tel 0800 400 300 (Free phone).

1st to 3rd OCTOBER: '"Bordkameradshaft Scharnhorst" 50th Anniversary Reunion of
Commemoration at Wilhelmshaven. Further details of reunion and
hotel accommodation from: Herr Wolfgang Kube, Naumburger Strasse
16, 5400 Koblenz, Germany. (Tel:026%1 51658)

SATURDAY 23rd OCTOBER: Annual Dinner Dance at the Swallow Hotel, Northampton.
Special accommodation rates. Dancing to "Tempo Tyme" (not last
year's group!).

Booking Forms for Accommodation and Dinner Dance from Les Jones, 35 Neargates,

Charnock Richard, Chorley, Lancs PR7 S5EY.

WEDNESDAY 24th November: Ninth Anniversary of Formation of North Russia Club.
President's 'Members Only' Reunion Supper at Victory Services
Club, Marble Arch, London. Details from Chris Tye, address above.

WHY NOT HOLD A LOCAL 'GET-TOGETHER' IN YOUR AREA? ADVICE, HELP, ETC., FROM THE
HON SECRETARY.

Any South East member interested in the bi-monthly meetings held in the
Margate/Ramsgate area should contact Shipmate Sharpe (Memb. N°268.)

Merseyside and North West members should contact the Chairman/Editor.

South Western members should contact Peter Skinner (Hon.Sec.) for details of
the "Christmas Cracker" at H.M.S. Drake on Wednesday 8th December next.






