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EDITORIAL

EETEE T T
The main feature in this edition, is as promised, a report on the
convoys JW64 and RA64 A great deal of material was submitted by
our members and I apologise to anyone who's contributions have
been omitted. The article rumns to six—and-a—-half pages and is the
most comprehensive 'joint effort' that we have made - I hope you
all enjoy reading it. Next edition we want to feature the Escort
Carriers and their role in the Arctic Campaign. Send your bits
and pieces to me as soon as you can, certainly not later than by
mid-May. Perhaps you may know of books with articles which would
make interesting reading. Please let me know, so that I can obtain
permission from the publishers to reprint excerpts. The following
edition can hopefully feature 'Merchant Navy Stories' (copy by
mid-August please) and then 'The Battle of North Cape' (mid-Nov.)
But dont forget the other stories, poems and letters too - let's
all keep our 'NORTHERN LIGHT' shining brightly for years to come

- it's your magazine - so help it along!!



EETINGS THE STORY OF CONVOYS JW64 AND RA64
G R 4.

The first edition of Northern Light in 1989 and the first opportunity to show Compiled from Admiralty Operations Reports, Nazi Archives, United States
you a few of the New Year messages we received from our friends in Murmansk. Navy signals, the Imperial War Museum.correspondence, various British gnd

Norwegian newspaper reports and more important, the personal recollections
of club members Bill Looker (ex 'Denbigh Castle') and Len Phillips (ex—
'"Opportune’'.

Dear lLir. Kenneth Clarke.
Dear friends, comrades—in=ajms.

The war against the Nazis, on both Western and Eastern Fronts was reaching

Our warmest greetings and best o =
< 2;/,4 S : . .
[eat's s YA 0 its climax. In order to conserve manpower it had been decided to close

i shes d ming 3 ears /
ssler Lo the‘ com_?ga‘.@ 95;75_‘: e wm@/ down Loch Ewe as a convoy assembly point in favour of the Clyde. Convoy
Please, accept our sincer JW64 consequently sailed from Greenoch on February 3rd 1945, the convoy
gratitude for Your noble work at Please, accept my warmest greeting and and the return leg RA64 were to meet the last desperate threats of the
the "Jorth Russia" Club, for Your . U-boats and JW88 air arm. To add to the dangers, Mother Nature gave a
wishes for the 1989 year. final display of the Arcic weather with storms and hurricanes.

great efforts, energy and Knowledge
of lifel Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, The convoy, under the command of Rear Admiral McGrigor, comprised of 26
merchant ships escorted by the destroyer 'ZEBRA' and elements of the 7th

\

e t s of our hearts
TRAE s TR L B and 8th Escort Groups of Western Approaches Command, destroyer 'WHITEHALL',

Good Health, good friends, success

we wish You stronsg health, happi- in all Your Efforts. sloops 'CYGNET', 'LAPWING' and 'LARK', and corvettes 'BAMBOROUGH CASTLE',
ness to Your families, Peace to all. _ "ALNWYCK CASTLE', 'BLUEBELL' and 'RHODODENDRON'. On 5th February the oiler
e - Antonina Shabayeva "BLACK RANGER' escorted by 'SERAPHIS' and 'DENBIGH CASTLE' joined the

— Presidium Member of the SWVC, Murmansk convoy. During the forenoon of the 6th the large fleet escort force ren-—

bright moods,
joytul ew-Year tree.

dezvoused this comprised of 'CAMPANIA' (Capt. K.A. Short) flying Rear
Admiral McGrigor's flag, 'NAIRANA' (Capt. V.N. Surtees), 'BELLONA' (Capt.
G.S. Tuck) and eight destroyers 'ONSLOW', 'ONSLAUGHT), 'OPPORTUNE',
'ORWELL', 'SIOUX', 'ZAMBESI', 'ZEST' and 'ZEALOUS'. At this stage 'ZEBRA'
was detached to the Faroes with defects.

Soviet War Veterans Committee,

Murmansk Branch

An hour or so later the convoy was sighted by an enemy aircraft making a
routine meteorological flight from Trondheim, and that afternoon the first
shadower was sighted. This plane, a JU88, was quickly destroyed by two
Wildcats from 'CAMPANIA', one of which was lost in the fight, with its
pilot Sub Lieut. Smyth; from then on the convoy was shadowed day and
night, until the day before Kola was reached.

PSP 2T AN }‘;/ 1335 b"(

Early next morning 7th Feb., the convoy was being shadowed and Rear

— e Lery THCH Admiral‘McGr.igor, anl.:icipatir.]g.a dawn torpgdo aFtr?lck, orden.ed the escort
. W to continue in its night cruising screen disposition. (In his report the
f&/‘ " " Rear Adminral stated............. "which had proved very suitable, with its
done. /o er MM/{/&L _rO ﬂ\e Norﬂ) Qussio Club Merr'bers two concentric circles of escorts"). A number of JU88 torpedo bombers
ﬂc/‘[}L m A/D/fo/ Wa J = d were engaged at 0745, one was shot down by 'DENBIGH CASTLE' (Lieut.Cmdr.
The ;ﬂ/@ QRevo Wh/cd. Dear nenas, G. Bugchell; Rl(\ilVR.). Thi convoy'shcourse was alte;ed 90°btl:o starb;zard
] o i towards the dawn, so bringing the enemy's most favourable attac ing
we  con do %“; o HOPPS New Year 1989 sector astern. Radar indicated two groups of about 12 planes to the north
% rremesm Ber MM Ever SuCcess cmd luck in all —west and south-west, but no attacks were launched and they withdrew at
W dorocc deede. our eeds best w\shes +o vour QQOO. Low.cloud and bad light prevented two of 'NAIRANA'S Wildcats from
7o rewerm ber MM/M 20"‘_".2 p‘e;se kee well Ond\"'ﬁt intercepting them, but they later set a shadower on fire.
21 oter e v ‘o ke'e sﬂ\g e e'.'lul PN ﬂ| Rns : o Comnai n During the 8th and 9th February, shadowers were much in evidence and were
e W‘fa& Zpﬁ,&/ F ) 4 i 510 ‘909 making homing signals for U-boats. An attempted attack during the evening
; Line oina,alive'bringina you to Munnqnsk’ of the 8th by the only nigh; fighter with the force failed, due to the
h . . extreme darkness and poor R/T communication. The fighter — an old Fulmar -
the Ciq that suﬁered but surv-vecl ,ﬂw-ut’ was damaged beyond repair whilst landing on 'CAMPANIA'. But no attacks,
the we' comcs. 3“" and loves Nou. either by submarines or aircraft materialised. Continuous air searches
4 : o . Ma ﬂ“e Comin Jear be peace l-"m"ﬂ“' for U-boats failed to provide sightings. This was probably due to the
/Z'Q sed J L??Z n o |¢Vm%‘% -willed pditical .?Oﬁs-k" oko convoy passing round the northern flank of the submarine patrol line, as
He  Leacher #M/U—KOP spect and love - Julia Os o the Rear Admiral had steered slightly to the northward of the route before
coltroe p/l A/L&fﬂ?dﬂf[’ : turning eastward. Late on the 9th all flying was stopped due to extreme
/ weather conditions, but the following morning (10th) the situation changed
rapidly.




Shadowers appeared at 0340, when the convoy was just short of Bear Island and
only about 250 miles from Bardufoss. Shortly before 1000 an aircraft was
reported closing from the southward. This was thought to be a Soviet plane,
on the strength of a corrupt message from the Senior British Naval Officer's
base at Polyarnoe!! But 'SIOUX' recognised it as a JU88 and drove it off

with one engine on fire, but not before it had dropped its torpedo. this was
the only warning received of the forthcoming torpedo attack; the Rear Admiral
subsequently remarked, "That it was fortunate, as it gave the screens time to
start moving into their anti-aircraft positions and brought everyone to the
alert".

The weather and light were poor with 10/10ths cloud, rain squalls and between
whiles visibility of about 5 miles. At 1019 the main attack started to appear
on the radar screens, approaching from the starboard bow. 'WHITEHALL' (:ieut—
Cmdr. P.J. Cowell), the right hand ship of the extended screen ahead, sighted
two groups of eight JU88s ahead, each closing at sea level. One group was
coming straight for her. She and 'LARK' (Cmdr. H. Lambton), broke up this
formation with their gunfire, causing it to take evasive action. The Rear
Admiral's report to the Admiralty included:- ......... and then when three
aircraft detatched themselves to attack 'WHITEHALL' with torpedoes, she sent
one away damaged, shot down the second, shared the third with 'LARK', and
successfully avoided all torpedoes. Fine work by a veteran destroyer from
1916 with a close armament of only two Oerlikons each side".

'ORWELL' and 'NAIRANA's fighters also shot down aircraft; the latter with
'"CYGNET', 'SIOUX' and 'ONSLOW' got 'probables' or inflicted damage. Meanwhile
the convoy had turned 90° away from these attacks by emergency turns, and
more fighters were flown off the carriers. Further attacks developed from
all directions, the most concentrated from the starboard bow. These torpedoes
were 'combed' by more emergency turns, some of them exploding in the wakes
inside the convoy. The reports received from the outer screen of approaching
torpedoes was of paramount importance.

These attacks cost the enemy further aircraft. 'CAMPANIA's fighter got one
'probable' and damaged another; 'ONSLAUGHT' (Cmdr. The Hon. A. Pleydell-
Bouverie) shot down one, and the port wing of the convoy with the help of
'CAMPANIA' and escorts "dropped their JU88 neatly amongst the rear ships of
the convoy"; further aircraft were also damagedby other escorts. But,
unfortunately, some of our own aircraft returning to the carrier were also
fired on by both escorts and merchant ships, in spite of a warning about them
on convoy R/T. The Rear Admiral subsequently stated "This showed a quite
inexcusable lack of fire discipline even taking into account the bad
visibility low cloud and pace of events. There is little resemblance between a
JU88 and a Wildcat and none with a Swordfish".

After 1100 there was a lull, but at 1130 more JU88s arrived. One was shot
down by 'NAIRANA's fighters and that finished the attacks. The total score
was assessed at seven shot down, four 'probables', eight damaged out of

20 - 25 which took part. We suffered the loss of one fighter, the pilot of
which was saved and we suffered no damage to ships. A good morning's work!
The Nazis, in an attempt to cover up these losses, made sweeping claims of
successes.

There is little more to say about the convoy before it reached the entrance
to Kola Inlet. No further air attacks were occurred, but icing, heavy snow
showers and short visibility hampered air operations; but whenever the
weather permitted anti-submarine patrols were flown. On 12th February the
Russian escort was met and the Archangel section of the convoy departed
under the escort of 'LARK', 'LAPWING' and 'ALNWICK CASTLE', as extended
screen as far as entrance to the White Sea. The remainder arrived at the
Kola Inlet in pitch darkness and the merchant ships proceeded up the Inlet
in snow squals and poor visibility. Soon after midnight 'DENBIGH CASTLE'
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was struck by a torpedo from U-992 (Lieut Falke), her position was reported
as 69°20'N - 33°33'E, just outside the entrance. Greatly to the credit of her
officers and ship's company she was kept afloat, and 'BLUEBELL' (Lieut. G.H.
Walker) did excellent work in towing her in. She had, however, to be beached
before reaching the anchorage, and later turned over on her side and became

a total loss. The casualties on 'DENBIGH CASTLE' were one Petty Officer
killed, one Telegraphist died of wounds, seven seamen and two telegraphists
'missing presumed killed' and six other survivors wounded.

So, convoy JW64 had arrived despite‘the Baby Born‘ e U-Boat,‘
enemy and the weather. It was at this Pl 1“ I\, Shi
anes Atlack siup

time that it was decided to despatch
destroyers to evacuate Norwegian o ; .

civilians from the island of Soroy. See ' The trans-Atlantic - edition-
previous issues of Northern Light to of “The. London Daily 'Mail”:
remind you of Len Phillips's story. <teils the atory.pfig'baby,botn;
_on & United States Liberty'ship
in the midst of U-bod attacks, |
. dive-bomber ‘raids ‘and one of

\

A further sequel, again supplied by
Len, is published on the right. It was
first published in the London Daily

Mail. Len has brought this episode to the worst storms that has.ever’
a very happy ending, in that he has now battered a conyvoy ground the
located this 'baby', he is now a 43 North Cape. -

The i child’s: mother- was one
of 500 Norwegian men, women

year old man, living in Hammerfest,
Norway. He is now known as Johannes

Olsen ( all the rest would be quite a and children of the little Island
mouthful!) of Soroy who weré snatched
Following the arrival of JW64 at Kola | ‘from the Germans by.the Brit-
Inlet, two merchant ships arriving from _ish Navy’ From 8 destroyer.the
Archangel under Russian escort, were young woman of nineteen was

torpedoed by U-968 almost in the same transfarred tc the Liberty Sbip
place that 'DENBIGH CASTLE' had been Baron Russell Briggs.
struck. It was apparent that the enemy The child, brought Into the

were massing their forces to meet the " world by the pharmacist’s mate
return convoy RA64! !‘ with the assistance of two Nor-
The Rear Admiral, in his report, said, wegian women, was christened
"It was clear, that on sailing RA64 ‘Lee Baron Russell Briggs Olsen.
would have to force its way through a " Now slx weeks old, the child
strong concentration of U-boats....... 'W1ﬂ1'ﬂs-nunher—}s éate~1n a
at least one U-boat was working right ‘hbstﬂ in Scoﬂand.

in the entrance, where three ships had
been torpedoed in the last three days, while HF/DF fixes and Russian reports
showed that others were clustered along the first 40 miles of the convoy
route and could not be avoided".

In these circumstances he decided to send all suitable escort vessels to hunt
the approaches as far as 35°E the night before sailing, and arranged for
Russian aircraft to flood the area on the day of sailing so as to keep the
U-boats down; Russian escorts were to follow the convoy till dark to take
charge of any damaged ships and Russian tugs were to stand by. Accordingly,
'CYGNET' (Cmdr Thorold), 'LARK', 'LAPWING', 'ALNWICK CASTLE' and 'BAMBOROUGH
CASTLE' sailed at dusk on 16th February. 'LARK' and 'ALNWICK CASTLE', who
were sweeping off Kildin Island, sank U-425 and picked up one German survivor
— this was most welcome as the U-boat had fired the current Russian signal of
recognition just before its final disappearance.

Thirty four merchant ships sailed the following morning 17th. The leading
ships passed Toros Island at 0745, but the convoy was very slow getting out,
and two hours later eight ships were still in the Inlet. It was not long
before trouble started. At 1024 the 'LARK', then sweeping ahead of the convoy,
was torpedoed by U-968 (Lieut.Westphalen) and had her stern blown off. She
was kept afloat and eventually towed back into harbour. At mid-day the same
U-boat had afurther success, torpedoing the U.S. merchantman 'THOMAS SCOTT'

within sight of 'LARK'. The crew immediately abandoned ship although she was
still floating on an even keel with little sign of damage, in a calm sea and
surrounded by escorts. The Rear Admiral considered that she could have been
saved but for the premature abandonment, However, she later sank whilst under
tow.

Next followed the tragic sinking of 'BLUEBELL' which has been well chronicled
in previous Northern Lights. At this time the escort was short handed as
eomdr. Thorold with four escort vessels were still standing by the damaged
'"LARK'. The Russians eventually took over at 1740, and succeeded in towing
her into harbour; and Cmdr Thorold's vessels overtook the convoy early next
morning, 18th February. That day was uneventful and there were no signs of
U-boats. In the afternoon the weather deteriorated, and all flying had to be
stopped, and that night a gale blew up, with a big swell and sea and a wind
of 60 knots between gusts from ahead. By the morning of the 19th the convoy
was scattered; the gale continued throughout the day, moderating to Force 8
about 2300. (See 'OPPORTUNE's barograph trace on following page). At first
light in the morning of the 20th the task of reforming the convoy began. This
was a matter of urgency, as enemy aircraft had started shadowing at 0420 and
a torpedo attack was expected to follow. The escorts did well, Some idea of
what this work entailed comes from Captain Allison's report on 'ZAMBESI's
activities at this time — 'It is noteworthy that it took 'ZAMBESI' 12 hours
continuous steaming at the highest possible speed over an area of 1,000 sq.
miles to round up nine stragglers'. Also, for the rest of the voyage only

one more vessel was sunk - the 'HENRY BACON'. Two stragglers were not rounded
up — the 'EMPIRE CELTA' and 'WARREN DELANO' safely reached the Faroes under
their own steam. The hard pressed escorts were reinforced on the 20th by
"SAVAGE', 'SCOURGE' and 'ZEBRA'. ('MYNGS', 'SCORPION' and 'CAVALIER' joined
the force, arriving from Scapa on 23rd).

At 1000 on 20th groups of aircraft were detected approaching from the port
bow and right ahead of the convoy which was steering 270°. The sea was still
very rough with strong winds, but 'NAIRANA' flew off fighters to intercept.
The convoy's course was manoevred to the southward to bring the aircraft on
the quarter and it was from this direction that most of the attacks came,
Though a few came from ahead. A large number of torpedoes exploded through

breaking surface in the trough of the rough seas, and there were nocasual-
ties, either to the convoy or the stragglers, one of which was attacked.

By 1140 the last enemy plane had been driven of by Wildcats. Over 25 planes
had taken part, of these 'ONSLOW', 'ZEALOUS' and fighters had each shot down
one; the fighters and 'BAMBOROUGH CASTLE' each got a probable, and four were
damaged by 'RHODODENDRON', 'SIOUX' and 'LAPWING'.

By this time in the war a great deal of information was being released to
the media, and we conclude the story from the transcript of part of a broad-—
cast on B.B.C. Home Service by a war correspondent........ CEEEE & § s e we Ges
....... "the 'NAIRANA' sent up four fighters: in spite of the most appalling
seas she got them into the air somehow. Those fighter pilots risked their
lives even before they went into battle, and what's more they knew that
landing afterwards was going to be -even more risky.Throughout the action the
action the wind increased rapidly. B, the time the fighters returned there
was a seventy-mile-an—hour gale blowing. The 'NAIRANA's bows were dipping
under the huge waves; her screw almost clear of the water eiach time she
pitched. Everyone with glasses was watching the aircraft and the heaving
flight deck. The first fighter came in; it looked as though the stern would
touch her wheels. Then the deck canted the other way; it looked as if the
fighter would hit the deck in the middle. At the last moment the ship
steadied, so the plane made a perfect landing. The pilot and the batsman on
deck had timed it perfectly. Only one of the four planes crashed, and even
she landed on alright, but the pitching bounced her over the arrester wires
and she hit the barrier. The pilot was unhurt. And to crown it all, these
fighters had shot down one JU88 for certain, and another probable.






