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EDITORIAL

The main feature in this edition, is as promised, a report on the
convoys Jt/64 and RA64 A great deal of material was submltted by

our members and I apologise lo anyone whors contribut.ions have
been omitted. The arLicle runs to six-and-a-half pages and is the
most comprehensive t3oint effortr thaL-we have made - I hope you

all enjoy reading it, Next edition we want to feature the Escort
Carriers and their role 1n Lhe Arctic Campaign. Send your bits
and pieces to me as soon as you can, certainly noL later than by

mid-May. Perhaps you may know of books wlth articles which would
make interesting reading. Please let me know, so that I can obtain
permission from the publishers to reprint. excerpt.s. The following
edition can hopefully feature rMerchanE Navy Stories' (copy by

mid-August please) and then rThe Bart.le of North Cape' (mid-Nov. )

But dont forget the other stories, poems and lett.ers too - letrs
all keep ourrN0RTHERN LIGHTishining brightly for years Lo come

- it's your magazine - so help 1t alongl I
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The first ediLion of Northern Light in 1989 and the first opportunity to show

you a few of the New Year messages we received from our friends in Murmansk.

lear I1r. Kemeth Cl&rke.
lcr friends, cor:rades-in-a+"ns.

Our r/arnest STcetings and best
vishes for the coninE 1989 Year.

Pleaser accept oul: sincerest

the 'rllorth Russj-ait CLllbr lor You-r

great effortsr enerry a]1d l{noYled8e

of life.
Iron the bottons of our hearts

ue rrish You strong healtir.r happi-
ness to Youx fantities, Peace to aLl'
ilerry Cilxistros'

bright noods,

i oYful lietr-Yes-r tree.

Soviet \Yar Veterans Cor.rni.tteet

hlumnslc Branch

titude .fox Your noble Eoxli at

,,
).ltt.l_.<;J r.,i ( ltulv\

-li'llre'Nortl., Qussi q CluL" Me-bers
Oeor Friends,

- - H"pp) New {ear 118| -
Everq euccess and luck in ott

tour Jeeds. b"st wishes to .rour
lomihes. Pleose.keep welt anC+t
to keep the peqciful 'Norllr RrnsioGmpaagn

P".ffi",+*ft #:e[fr :Lt:"ttrl*,
'll'c .rre'lcornes \oq and lovec \ou - t

Mar 'lltc Cornihi Jerr be oeacc?ul .{rui*r$"l
inao'(rev'rns**;ull,z''ri;tgJ,,pih;r*',"e.
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Please, accept my warmest greeting and

wishes for the 1989 year.

Merry ChrisLmas and Happy New Year,

Good Hea1th,. good friends, success

in all Your Efforts.
Antonina Shabayeva

Presidium Mdmber of SWC, Murmansk
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THE STORY OF CONVOYS JW64 AND RA64

Compiled from Admiralty Operations Reports, Nazi Archives, United States
Navy signals, the Imperial War Museum correspondence, various British and
Norwegian newspaper reports and more imporLant, the personal recollections
of club members Bill Looker (ex rDenbigh Castlet) and Len phillLps (ex-
I Opportune I .

*****x**++*******++**<***+******++***

The war against the Nazis, on both western and EasLern Fronts was reaching
its climax. In order to conserve manpower it had been decided to close
down Loch Ewe as a convoy assembly polnt in favour of the Clyde. Convoy
JW64 consequently sailed from Greenoch on February 3rd 1945, the convoy
and the return leg RA64 were to meet the last desperate threats of the
U-boats and JW88 air arm. To add Lo the dangers, Mother Nature gave a
flnal display of the Arcic weather with storms and hurricanes.
The convoy, under the comand of Rear Admiral McGrigor, comprised of 26
merchant ships escorted by the desLroyer TZEBRAT and elements of the 7th
and 8th-Escort-Groups of Western Approaches Comand, destroyer TLIHITEHALLi,
sloops TCYGNETT, 

'LApl{IINGr and tLARKt, and corvettes TBAMB0il0UGH CASTLE',
'ALNIdYCK CASTLET, 'BLUEBELLT and 'RII0DODENDRON,. On 5rh February rhe oiler
'BLACK RANGERT escorred by 'SERApHIST and ,DENBIGH CASTLE' 5oinld the
convoy. During the forenoon of the 6th the large fleet escort force ren-
dezvoused this comprised of TCAMPANIAT (Capt. K.A. Short) flying Rear
Admiral McGrigorrs f1ag, TNAIRANA' (Capr. V.N. Surrees), 'BELLOiIA' (Capr.
G.S.' Tuck).and eight destroyers'ONSLOW!,'ONSLAUGHT),'OPP0RTUNEt,
'oRt/ELLr, iSIoUXr, TZAMBESfT, IZESTT and TZEALoUS'. Ar rhis srage iZEBRA'
was, detached to the Faroes with defects.
An hour or so later the convoy was sighted by an enemy aircraft naking a
rout.j.ne meteorological flight from Trondheim, and that afternoon the first
shadower was sighted. This plane, a JU88, was qulckly destroyed by two
Wlldcats fTomTCAMPANIA', one of which was losi in the fight, wirir its
pilot Sub Lieut. Smyt.h; from then on the convoy was shadowed day and
night, until the day before Kola was reached.
Early next morning 7th Feb., the convoy was being shadowed and Rear
Admiral McGrigor, anticipaLing a dawn torpedo attack, ordered the escort
to continue in its night cruising screen disposition. (In his report the
Rear Adminral sLated. .....rtwhich had proved very suitable with its
two concentric clrcles of escortsrr). A number of JU88 torpedo bombers
were engaged aL 0745, one was shot down by TDENBIGfl CASTLET (Lieut.Cmdr.
G. Butcher RNVR.). The convoyts course was altered 90o to starboard
towards the dawn, so bringing the enemyrs most favourable attacking
sector astern. Radar indicated two groups of about 12 planes to the north
-west and south-wesE, but no at.tacks were launched and they wlthdrew at
0900. Low cloud and bad light prevented two of TNAIRANAIs Wildcats from
intercepting them, but they later set a shadower on fire.
During the 8th and 9th February, shadowers were much in evldence and were
making homing signals for U-boats. An attempted attack during the evening
of the 8rh by the only night fighcer with the force failed, due to the
extreme darkness and poor R/T comrnunication. The fighter - an old Fulmar -
was damaged beyond repair whilst landing on TCAMpANIAT. But no attacks,
elther by submarines or aircraft. maEerialised. Continuous air searches
for U-boats failed to provide sightings. This was probably due to the
convoy passing round the northern flank of the submarine paLrol line, as
the Rear Admiral had steered slightly to the northward of the route before
turning eastward. Late on the 9th all flying was stopped due t.o extreme
weather conditions, but the following morning (10th) the situation changed
rapidly.
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Shadowers appeared at 0340, when the convoy was just short of Bear Island and
only about 250 miles from Bardufoss. Shortly before 1000 an aircraft was
reported closing from the southward. This was thought to be a Soviet plane,
on t.he strength of a corrupt messaSe from the Senior British Naval Officerrs
base at Polyarnoel: But 'SIOUX'recognised it as a JU88 and drove it off
with one engine on fire, but not before lt had dropped its torpedo. thls was
the only warnlng received of the forthcoming torpedo attack; the Rear Adnlral
subsequently remarked, rrThat it was fortunate, as it gave the screens tine to
start noving into their antl-aircraft positions and broughL everyone to the
alertrr.
The weather and l1ght were poor with 10/10ths cloud, rain squalls and between
whiles visibility of about 5 miles. At 1019 the main atLack started to appear
on the radar screens, approaching from the starboard bow. 'WHITEHALLT (:1eut-
Cmdr. P.J. Cowe11), the right hand ship of the extended screen ahead, sighted
two groups of eight JU88s ahead, each closing aL sea level.One group was
coming straight for her. She and iLARK' (Cmdr. H. Lambton), broke up this
formation with their gunfire, causing it to take evasive action. The Rear
Admiralrs report to the Admiralty included:- ..and then when three
alrcraft detatched themselves to attack TLTHITEHALLi with torpedoes, she sent
one away damaged, shot down the second, shared the third with'LARK', and
successfully avoided all torpedoes. Fine work by a veteran destroyer from
1916 with a close armament of only two Oerlikons each side".
TORWELLT and TNAIRANATs fighters also shot down aircraft; the latter ulth
'CYGNET', 'SIOUX' and 'ONSLoW' got rprobablesr or inflicted damage. Meanwhile
the convoy had turned 90o away from these attacks by emergency turns, and
more fighters were flown off the carriers. Further aLLacks developed from
all directions, the most concentrated from the starboard bow. These torpedoes
were tcombedrby more emergency turns, some of them exploding ln the wakes
inside the convoy. The reports received from the outer screen of approaching
torpedoes was of paramount lmportance.

These attacks cost the enemy further aircraft. rCAllPANIArs fighter got one
rprobabler and damaged another; TONSLAUGHTT (Cmdr. The Hon. A. P1eydel1-
Bouverie) shot down one, and the port wing of the convoy with the help of
'CAMPANIA'and escorLs "dropped ttreir JU88 neatly amongst the rear ships of
the convoyrr; further aircraft were also danagedby other escorts. But,
unfortrunately, some of our own aircraft returning to the carrier were also
fired on by both escorts and merchant ships, in spite of a warning about t.hem
on convoy R/T. The Rear Admiral subsequently stated trThis showed a quite
inexcusable lack of fire discipline even taking lnto account the bad
visibilitylow cloud and pace of events. There is litLle resemblance between a
JU88 and a Wildcat and none with a Swordfishrr.
Aft.er 1100 there was a 1u11, but at 1130 more JU88s arrived. One was shot
down by 'NAIRANATS fighters and that finished the attacks. The total score
was assessed at seven shot down, four rprobablesr, eight damaged out of
20 - 25 which took part, l{e suffered the loss of one fighLer, the pilot of
which was saved and we suffered no damage to ships. A good morningts workl
The Nazis, in an attempt. to cover up these losses, made sweeping claims of
SUCCCSSCS.

There is little more to say about the convoy before it reached the entrance
to Kola Inlet. No further air attacks were occurred, but icing, heavy snow
showers and short visibility hampered air operatlonsl but whenever the
weather permitted anti-submarine patrols were flown. 0n 12th February the
Russian escort was met and the Archangel section of the convoy departed
under rhe escorr of tLARKr, ILAPWINGT and iALNI{ICK CASTLET, as extended
screen as far as entrance to the ldhite Sea. The remainder arrived at the
Kola Inlet in pitch darkness and the merchant ships proceeded up the Inlet
ln snow squals and poor visibility. Soon after midnight 'DENBIGH CASTLE'
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was struck by a torpedo fron U-992 (Lieut Falke), her position was reporLed
as 69o2OrN - 33"33'E, jusL outside fhe entrance. Greatly to the credit of her
officers and ship's company she was kept afloat, and TBLUEBELL' (Lleut, G.H,
Walker) did excellent work in towing her in. She had, however, to be beached
before reaching Lhe anchorage, and later turned over on her side and became
a total loss. The casua'lties on TDENBIGH CASTLE' were one Petty Officer
killed, one Telegraphist. died of wounds, seven seamen and two telegraphists
rmissing presumed killedr and six other survivors wottnded.

So, convoy Jl,/64 had arrlved despite the
enemy and the weather. It was at this
time that it was decided to despatch
destroyers to evacuate Norwegian
civilians from the island of Soroy. See
previous issues of Northern Light to
remlnd you of Len Phillipsrs story.
A further sequel, again supplied by
Len, 1s published on the right. It was
first published in the London Daily
Mail. Len has brought this episode to
a very happy ending, in that he has now
located this ibabyr , he is now a 43
year old man, living in Hffierfest,
Norway. He is now known as Johannes
Olsen ( all the resL would be quite a
mouthful I )

Following the arrival of JW64 at Kola
Inlet, two merchant ships arriving from
Archangel under Russian escorL, were
torpedoed by U-968 alrnost in the same
place that TDENBTGH CASTLET had been
struck. It was apparent that the enemy
were massing their forces to meet the
return convoy RA64ll
The Rear Adrniral, in his report, sald,
"It was clear, thaL on sailing RA64
would have to force its way through a
strong concentration of U-boats.......
at least one U-boat was working right
in the entrance, where three ships had
been torpedoed in the lasL three days, while HF/DF fixes and Russian reports
showed that others were clustered along the first 40 miles of the convoy
route and could not be avoldedtt.

In these circumstances he decided to send all suitable escort vessels to hunt
the approaches as far as 35"E the niShl before sailing, and arranged for
Russian aircrafL to flood the area on the day of sailing so as to keep t.he
U-boats down; Russian escorts were to follow the convoy Li1l dark to take
charge of any damaged ships ar.rd Russian tugs were to stand by. Accordingly,
'CYGNET' (Cmdr Thorold), 'LARK" TLAPWTNGT, rALNI^/rCK CASTLE' and TBAMBOR0UGH

CASTLET sailed at dusk on 16th February. 'LARK'and TALNWICK CASTLET, who
were sweeping off Kildin Island, sank U-425 and picked up one Gernan survivor
- trhis uas most welcome as the U-boat had fired the current Russian signal of
recognition just before lts final disappearance.

Thirty four merchant ships sailed the following morning 17th. The leading
ships passed Toros Island at 0745, but the convoy was very slow getting out,
and two hours later eight ships were stil1 in the Inlet. ft was not long
before trouble started. At lO24 Lhe 'LARK', then sweeping ahead of the convoy,
was torpedoed by U-968 (Lieut.Westphalen) and had her stern blown off. She

was kept afloat and eventually towed back into harbour. At mid-day the sane
U-boat had afurt.her success, torpedoing the U.S. merchantman TTH0MAS SCOTTT

Baby Borti as U-Boat,
Plan"es Attoclt Slip

the worst storms that has-ever
bsttered a convoy $ound ttle
North Cape.

The ichild's, mother.wss one
ol 500 Norwegisn men,'women
and children of the Uttle Island
oi soroy who .were snatched
'Irom the Germans by.the Brit-
lsh Navy." rlom'a destroyer.the
.young woman ol nineteen was
tre.nsferred to the Liberty ship
Bal'on Russell Brlggs.

The child, broughi lnto the
world by the pharmacisL's mate
wiih the assistance of two Nor-
.veglan Nomen, was ihristened
I,ee Baron Bussell Brlgga OIsen.
No\r stx weeks old, .the chlld'qlth'lts.mother-.ls sale in a
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within slght of 'LARK!. The crew imediately abandoned ship allhough she was

still floating on an even keel with little sign of damage, in a calm sea and

surrounded by escorts. The Rear Admiral considered Lhat she could have been
saved but for the premature abandonmenL, However, she later sank whilst under
tow .

Next followed the tragic sinklng of 'BLUEBELL' which has been well chronicled
in previous Northern Lights. At this time the escort was short handed as

Qomdr. Thorold wiLh four escort vessels were still sLanding by the damaged

'LARK'. The Russlans eventually took over aL ll4o, and succeeded in towing
her into harbour; and Cmdr Thoroldrs vessels overtook the convoy early next
morning, 18th February. That day was uneventful and there were no signs of
U-boats. In the afternoon the wealher deteriorated, and all flying had to be
st.opped, and that night a gale blew up, with a blg swell and sea and a wind
of 60 knots between gusLs from ahead. By the morning of the 19th the convoy
was scattered; the gale continued throughout rhe day, moderating to Force 8

about 2300. (See'OPPORTUNE's barograph trace on following page). At first
light in the mbrning of the 20th the task of reforming the convoy began. This
was a matter of urgency, as enemy aircraft had started shadowing at 0420 and
a torpedo aLtack was expected to follow. The escorts did we1l, Some idea of
what this work entailed comes from CapLain Allisonis report on 'ZAMBESITs
activities at this time - rlt is noLeworthy thaL it took'ZAMBESI'12 hours
continuous steaming ar the hiShest possible speed over an area of 1,000 sq.
miles to round up nine stragglerst. A1so, for the rest of the voyage only
one more vessel was sunk - the THENRY BAC0N!. Two stragglers were not rounded
up - Lhe 'EMPIRiI CELII' and 'WARREN DELANOT safely reached the Faroes under
their own steam. The hard pressed escorts were reinforced on the 20th by
TSAVAGEI, 

'SC0URGE' and 'ZEBRA'. ('MYNGST, TSCORPI0NT and 'CAVAI-IERr ioined
the force, arriving from Scapa on 23rd).

At 1000 on 20th groups of aircraft were detecLed approaching from the port
bow and right ahead of the convoy whlch was steering 27O". The sea was sti11
very rough wiLh strong winds, but 'NAIRANA' flew off fighters to intercept.
The convoyts course was manoevred to the southward to brlng the aircraft on

the quarter and it was from this direction that nost of the atLacks came'
Though a few came from ahead. A large number of Lorpedoes exploded through
breaking surface 1n the trough of Lhe ro'rgh seas, and there were nocasual-
tiqs, elther to the convoy o1 the stragglers, one of which was attacked'
Biy'lL4o the last enemy plane had been driven of by Wildcats. Over 25 planes
had taken part, of these ToNSLOW', 'ZEALOUS'and fighters had each shot down

one; the fighters and 'BAMBOROUGH CASTLET each got a probable, and four were
damaged by TRH0DODENDRON', 'SIOUX' and 'LAPWING'.

By this time in the war a greaL deal of information was being released to
the media, and we conclude the story from t.he transcrlpt of part of a broad-
cast on B.B.C. Home Service by a war correspondenL
......."t.he 'NAIRANA' sent up four fighters: in spite of the most appal11ng
seas she got them into the air somehow. Those fighter pilots risked their
lives even before they went into battle, and whaLrs more they knew that
landing afterwards was going to be ever more risky.Throughout the action Lhe
action the wind increased rapidly. B- the Lime the fighters returned there
was a seventy-mile-an-hour gale blowing. The TNAIRANAis bows were dipping
under the huge waves; her screw almost clear of the water erach Lime she
pitched. Ereryone with glasses was watching the aircraft and the heaving
flight deck. The first fighter came in; it looked as though the stern would
touch her wheels. Then the deck canted the other way; it looked as if the
fighrer would hit the deck in the middle. At the last moment the ship
steadied, so the plane made a perfect landing. The pilot and Lhe batsman on
deck had Llmed it perfectly.0nly one of the four planes crashed, and even
she landed on alright, but the pitching bounced her over the arrester wires
and she hit the barrier. The pilot was unhurt. And to crown it all, these
fighters had shot down one JU88 for certain, and another probable.
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CONVOY RA64,. A RECORD OF'HURRICANE CONDITIONS EXPERIENCED ONBOARD

and is reproduced in thls form to improve legibiliLy.Editor)
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JV164/RA64 continued. Another hurricane, lastlng 24 hours, scattered the convoy tor
a second time. The furious seas were exhausting for us in a 16,000-ton ship,. buL in
the destroyers and smaller escorts it nust have been a thousand times uorse, In the
TCAMPANIA', it was almosc impossible to stand wlthout support. Men walking along
the alleyways looked like drunks staggering from side to side. I tried going from
the bridge to a ward-room afL: one moment I felt like a fairy with my feet hardly
touchlng the ground, and the nexL I was like an elephant wlth feet of lead. I could
hardly get my feet off the ground. To get to the ward-room required almost as much
effort as walklng three miles. I just goL Lhere when the ship gave a terrific ro11
from side to side. She went through 81 degrees, officially recorded. Tables screwed
Lo Lhe deck were wrenched from their fixings; chalrs, crockery, books, settees -
everything was slung j-n a heap of debris in one corner, and on top of the mound of
struggling officers. It was amazing no one was hurt. Yet even more amazing, every-
one was laughing. The Germans would have cursed; Italians probably have wept; but
these British men were laughing. In the a1leys and messdecks 1t. was. t.he sme. The
sailors were laughing, and in the operations room a few minutes later I found
Captain Short. He was standing with a mug of cocoa in one hand and a huge sandwich
in the other. He was talking Lo the Admiral and they were both grinning as Lhough
they had paid abob to ride on a non-stop switchback,

After twenty-four hours the wind began easing and we st.arLed reforming the convoy
for a second time. l{e began Lo take stock of the situat.lon. It was not very enc-
ouraging. one merchant ship reported a split deck, as a resulL of the bad weather,
anoLher was steering with block and tackle because her steering gear had been
smashed. Others could move no quicker than walkinj pace. Destroyers report.ed
smashed boats and wrecked gear. Then once again the JU88s arrived. But instead of
the convoy Lhey chose a single straggler - the THENRY BACONT - nineteen of them
attacked her. She didn't have3chance, but she fought for a quarter-of-an-hour
and damaged two aircraft before she went down. Itm glad to say our destroyers
picked up mosL of her gallant crew.
For the rest of the dreary voyage we rolled and rocked along at three or four knots,
an occasional hour or two at six knots was a luxury. Then, when we were almost in
sight of Brit.ain the sun came out, a pale watery sun that showed up the salt-caked
funnels of the merchant ships and escorts against the wintry sky, like black shadows
on a back cloth, buL to us, this sun was a symbol of home. Bone weary and exhausted
though we all were. Admiral McGrigor had got us home.
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NATIONAL NEhISPAPER HEADLINES FOLLOWING THE SUCCESS OF JW64lRA64
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A more recent headline with a story worth reading:-

re DALY MROR, FEBRUNY 17, 1945

rfhe hattle of seven days that all were nights

FRIIIII IIEGI(S IIF.SHOW IHEY FLEW TO BEAT HUH

make sure the.children were fed. 1..' 1..r, ; :

' She madi a'gootl job of raising the three.and
instilled into them the difference between right and
wrons and the importance of keeping promises.
Seveil times she aold them something else. That
when her time came, shewanted to be beside her mal .
. Sadly, Kate passed away in JuIy and her daughter

beean tf,e task of fulfilling her mother's dying wish-
Sol some weeks later, from the Hull-based Arctic
Coisair. the csptain and crew reverently.scattered ,

the ashbs 04 the cold waters off B,ear Island. -. - . . .'

I Airei tls years; Kate was united asair with her:
husband- : .'.' '.

TT.'wa5'tbitter night tir Novembedlg+2.{
I rhi sS rinpird Slii wa3'sailing off Bear Island itr ,- the Arctic Occirn. herhoids Dacke<i wiiir urrruu.^iiioa,.
heaw tanks linirig her decki; wher 6he was hit by.a'
torpedo from.a Gernan-U-boal :. 'r.'i:-.r'r cif'
- i {tri'6relr rusheit to the lo*ered lifeboats and werc
ndwinr'awai wheo a second torpedo struck and I

. massiie explosion lit the night sky. There were no
survivors ahone the lifeboats and even the U'boat
i,ii&-iag"a io-the ut""t and had to lisp home-' i;'

r. Amoni the sailots who perished thst night was
James Cait. Back home in Smilh Street, Greenock, his
iormwins widow Kate was left with thre€ bairns to
tring upltrlany a time she went hungry herself to
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