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"NORTHERN LIGHT" SALUTES OUR AMERICAN ALLIES,
PARTICULARLY THE VETERANS OF THE
U.S.NAVY ARMED GUARD & U.S.MERCHANT MARINE.
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EDITORTITATL

I was pleased with the number of contributors who were able to let me
have material for the last edition of Northern Light, and as you will see from
the following pages, this trend has continued. Please keep up the good work,
for the wider our interests are spread, the better will be the quality of our
magazine.

The "O" Boat theme in the last edition created a lot of interest and I
received several more articles for future use, but you "O" lads are now at the
back of the queue and will eventually get another turn on the duty roster. I
feel sure that the "American" theme in the first half of this edition will also
create the same interest — judge for yourselves. It certainly gave me many hours
of interesting reading and typing. 1 offer sincere thanks to all contributors,
particularly to Charles A Lloyd of the U.S.Navy Armed Guard, Bill Ryan of the
U.S. Merchant Marine Veterans and Ian Millar of Trident Archives. Excerpts from
the book "Unsung Sailors" by Justin F. Gleichauf are also acknowledged. We have
a copy of this book in the library - members may borrow this providing they pay
the postal charges.

What about future themes? In June we want stories from nearer home. What
happened to you whilst in Scapa or Iceland? (I got drunk in Scapa, missed the
liberty boat and tried walking on water! (I'm still practicingl!) An account of
the long train journey from Guzz or Pompey to the Scrabster ferry, something
that happened off Spitzbergen, Jan Meyen or Lofoten? You've got the stories and
we want them. Then, as late August sees the 50th Anniversary of the start of the
Kola Run, so the theme in September's magazine will be 'The Early Convoys' i.e.
Dervish; PQ 1; PQ 2; PQ 3 and the return voyages. It'snot too early to start
writing.
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INTERNATIONAL REUNION
1992

At a recent committee meeting of your Committee, it was
decided that instead of the now almost routine visits to the
U.S.S.R., there should be held an INTERNATIONAL REUNION in
this country.

It will be open to all Arctic Campaign veterans of whatever
nationality, and will include Soviet Veterans from Murmansk,
Scharnhorst survivors, German U-boat and JU.88 Veterans,
American Armed Guard and Merchant seaman and many others.
Commencing in Glasgow and Clydeside, the Reunion will move
to Liverpool and the Western Approaches, and then move on to
the South of England for London and Portsmouth. At each
venue Coach Tours, sightseeing trips, and Dinners/Banquets
will be arranged, and will be organised in such a way that
veterans can participate in all or selected events to suit
their individual tastes. The dates selected are: 2nd to
12th July 1992.

It should be noted that 4th July - American Independance Day
is also the 50th anniversary of PQ.17. The Reunion Committee
is: Chairman Ernie Skelton, Secretary Peter Skinner and Don
Allen. Arthur Willis will help with Southern arrangements.
The club Chairman, Hon.Secretary and Hon.Treasurer are ex-
officio members. Further volunteers will be required in
Glasgow etc. - you will be kept informed.

Peter A Skinner, Reunion Secretary (0237 431481)
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CLUB NEWS
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

Have you paid your subscription? It is £6.00 per year

and became due on 1st March. If you joined recently

(Membership N° 1128)onwards you are exempt.

Send your cheque, made payable to North Russia Club, to

L.A.Sullivan, 2 Broadlawn, Woolavington, Bridgwater,
Somerset TA7 8EP.
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REUNIONS & SOCIALS

SATURDAY 23rd MARCH: Dinner Dance at the Stretton Hotel, The Promenade, Blackpool
Dinner £10.00 per person. B.& B. £16.00 Single. £16.50 Twin/Double with Bath/Shr.

Trree

Telephone Les Jones 0257 791632: Stretton Hotel 0253 25688 Hurry-Hurry-Hurry.....
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WEDNESDAY 17th APRIL: South West Members & Ladies Annual Dinner at The Keyford
Arms Hotel, Locks Hill, Frome, Somerset. 7.30 for 8.00pm. Price £8.00 per person.
This venue is filling up quickly so phone 'Curley' Morris 0373 64723 for booking.
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4th to 11th MAY: Annual visit to Murmansk — see separate item:
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Sth to 12th MAY: A letter from N.R.C. member Bob Smale:-—
WESTHILL HOTEL, JERSEY, CHANNEL ISLANDS:

Peax N'R'C'Member’The club has arranged a re-union at the West Hill Hotel from
the 5th to 12th May 1991, as printed in the last edition of Northern Light.

In case anyone missed the announcement, I am writing to you in
the hope, that you may be able to accept this invitation. A programme is being
finalised, and will be distributed in due course. Depends on numbers really.

I have an active interest in running the hotel, and I wish to
assure you of our utmost endeavours to make your stay an enjoyable one, in what I
am sure will be a most pleasant atmosphere. 2 ]

l

With very best wishes, Yours sincerely, \
GanS i
Bob Smale N.R.C.Member 886.
Contact Ray Jarrett, Bonnes Vacances Ltd., 9 Charing Cross St.Hellier,C.I.
Tel: 0534 68885.
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SATURDAY 11th May: Southern Reunion at The Royal Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth.
Buffet Dance Tickets £11.00 per head. Contact Mervyn Williams, 87 Olive Road,

Southampton SOl 6FT (Tel:0703 775875) for booking and details of accomodation.
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FRIDAY 12th to SUNDAY l4th JULY: LONDON WEEKEND: Friday night at Royal Tournament,
Saturday Afternoon Annual General Meeting, Saturday Evening Buffet Dance at the
Victory Services Club, Marble Arch; Sunday Morning, Wreath Laying at Brookwood
Cemetery Russian Memorial followed by Buffet Lunch at the Sergeants Mess,
Pirbright Camp by permission of the Brigade of Guards. Booking Forms will be
available when Royal Tournament discounted prices are known. But get your name
on the Mailing List. Buffet Dance forms from Ernie Skelton (Tel 0304 202704)
other events from Dick Squires (Tel:051 487 9567).
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SEE PAGE 35 FOR FURTHER EVENTS including Tours to U.S.S.R.



U.S.S. REUBEN JAMES.

THE SINKING THAT ALMOST STARTED THE WAR

FOR OUR ALLIES BEFORE PEARL HARBOUR.

The Memoirs of Erich Topp, commander of U-57 and U-552,
as told to Harry Cooper.

Let me report on one attack that had a deep effect on my life when it occurred
and that is touching me even today — the sinking of U.S.S. REUBEN JAMES.

The incident had a political and moral dimension. Let me quote the war diary of
Admiral Donitz for the morning of October 31, 1941:

"The British convoy HX156 escorted by five destroyers was sighted by U-552;
the Commanding Officer Lt Cdr Topp sank on the position 51.59N, 27.05W the
American destroyer REUBEN JAMES at 8.34."

The political dimension: Hitler in his book Mein Kampf had already hinted at his
intentions of expansion. After taking power he started to realise this intention
and prepared for war. Hitler was prudent enough not to provoke the United States.
Indeed he accepted provocation from Roosevelt as follows:

September 1940 - US handed over 50 destroyers to Britain.

March 1941 - Lend Lease Act. That meant delivery of weapons to Britain without
paying.

April 1941 - The 300 mile security zone was enlarged to 30 deg W — that is
the middle of the Atlantic. Within this zone US warships shadowed German
merchant ships until they were taken over by British warships. From this time
also, US warships were escorting British convoys in the Western hemisphere.

On April 10 the destroyer USS Niblack attacked a German submarine.

On July 7 Iceland was occupied by US troops, so becoming a US naval base.

On_September 4 after attack and counter-attack between the destroyer USS GREER
and a German submarine, Secretary of the Navy, Mr Knox gave the order to all US
naval forces to attack and destroy German "pirates" as he called German Navy
ships.

Compared with this "short-of-war" policy of Roosevelt's, the German conduct of
naval warfare had been rather reserved. Then came October 31,1941 and the
sinking of REUBEN JAMES by U-552.

In the early twilight and as I saw it, it was a British escort, but we very
soon knew by radio that we had attacked a destroyer of a non-belligerent country:
The entry of the United States in the First World War as a consequence of the
intensified submarine warfare, came at once into my mind and I realised the
significance of sinking the REUBEN JAMES.

From the aspect of international law everything was OK as I had attacked an
enemy escort. Nevertheless it was evident that I had involuntarily intervened in
history. After reaching our destination port, I had to rush to Berlin to report
to the Naval High Command.

One month later Japan entered the war, attacking the US fleet in Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941. But even today the sinking of REUBEN JAMES must be seen in
connection with the move of the US to war.

On a motion of President Roosevelt, the US Congress on November 13 - that is 14
days after the attack - voted for the arming of US merchant ships, thus
exploiting the atmosphere of public opinion after the sinking of REUBEN JAMES.
You remember  perhaps the song of the REUBEN JAMES, written by Woody Guthrie
and sunyg by the American people all over the country?

"Have you heard of the good ship called the good Reuben
James, manned by hard fighting men, both of honor and fame.
She flew the Stars and Stripes of the Land of the Free, but
tonight she's in her grave at the bottom of the sea.

"It was there in the dark of that uncertain night that
we watched for the U-boats and waited for the fight. Then
the fire and the rocket and the great explosion roared. They
laid the Reuben James on the cold ocean floor.

"Now tonight there are lights in our country so bright;
in the farms and in the cities, they are telling of the
fight. And now our mighty battleships will steam the bound-
ing main and remember the name, that good Reuben James.
"Tell me what were there names, tell me what were there
names? Did you have a friend on the good Reuben James?"

With a vote of Congress on November 13, 1941, the Neutrality Act was abandoned;
the decision for war was de facto accomplished.

Historically, it was proved that the sinking of the REUBEN JAMES in this crit-
ical phase of the political process of the eve of war, gave good headlines
for the press campaign and was politically exploited.

What about the moral dimension? From the bridge of the boat we saw protected by
the low visibility in the dawn about 100 metres away after launching two
torpedoes an explosion followed by a second gigantic detonation caused by the
ready depth charges.

After the many attacks that we had suffered, I confess that we were satisfied to
have destroyed one of our arch-enemies, not knowing what had really happened
on the REUBEN JAMES.

Now I quote from the American book 'Roosevelt's War:'
"The explosion broke the spine of the REUBEN JAMES and she cleaved in
two. Up forward, a chief who was moving up a ladder to the bridge, was
blown clear of the ship and the quartermaster was blown from the
helm through the top of the wheelhouse, which opened up like the
petals of a flower.

"Over the fiery bridge and into the sea, everyone else in the forward
part of the ship including Tex Edwards, young Craig Bowers and every
other officer was killed almost immediately by the blast, fire and
onrushing sea. The forward part of the ship sank in the smoke and
steam; the men aft had more chance.

"Seaman Dan DiRagusa was asleep in his bunk when the force of the
explosion flung him to the deck. Bent lockers were on their side,
and bunks and mattresses were crisscrossed in a tangled shambles in
the narrow passageway.

"He grabbed at his life jacket, but it was pinned under twisted beams
so he left it and struggled through wreckage up to the main deck.
Topside, flames burned across metal surfaces, feeding on paint ;
ruptured fuel tanks spewed thick black oil into the water.

"The stern was settling; Daren Cresel did not have to dive overboard;
he merely stepped off the deck into the sea. Some men did not make it
to the rafts. They suffocated in the oil, or died of their wounds and
burns. And a few drowned. The bodies of the dead bobbed inertly on the
black swells; it was quiet on the water.

"The survivors watched from on and around their rafts as the sea
gurgled obnoxiously over the stern section of the ship. Then from
inside the destroyer came the screams of wounded or dazed men who had
not been noticed amid the tangle of wreckage and were now drowning
at the stern as the stern sank.

"Soon it was quiet again as the stern went under and the exhausted men



on the rafts struggled with fatigue and fear to obtain initiative and
give direction and coherence to the thus far random efforts of
survival.

"Suddenly several of the destroyer's ready depth charges exploded and
and the sea erupted in a huge showering blast. As fireman Carl
remembered  there was a blinding flash — it felt like I was swimming,
then I realised 1 couldn't feel any water under me. I turned head
down about 25 metres above the water!

"Men still clinging to the rafts were dazed, covered with sticky,
slippery oil. They found it difficult to climb back on board or even
maintain their hold. Sailors in the water were bleeding from mouths,
noses, ears — it was getting harder to tell the living from the dead
s0met ill"',’i.

"Men holding on to the side of a raft lost their grip and slid under.
It was still dark and hard to see when the men drowned and the
survivors — sick, stunned and exhausted lacked the strength to swim
after the saplashing sounds."

The destroyer USS NIBLACK did the rescue operation. Only 35 men were saved,
more than 130 diedon the bitter cold Halloween morning.

In 1962 T was invited for lunch onboard a landing ship docked in San Diego.

The Commanding Officer sent a boat and received me with normal ceremony. He had
been Watch Officer on the USS NIBLACK and tried to find his best friend, a Watch
Officer on the REUBEN JAMES, in vain.

Talking with him, listening to his words that described the rescue action,
the search for his friend:

"The sea and the twilight covered with oil strewn with debris and human beings,
a scenario like Dante's Hell I shall never forget.

Printed from "WORLD WAR II REVIEW (October 1990) with permission of Broadhead
Publishing, Castleshaw, Delph, Oldham OL3 5LZ.
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"PERESTROIKA"

By Reginald Rinder, Florida U.S.A.

Dear Folks,

I thought that the Russian Humor as typified by the anecdote
quoted below was just too good not to share with you which is the
reason for this note.

A guy walks into a Moscow bar and orders a beer. "One rouble"
says the bartender. "What" the man protests. "Last week it cost
only 50 kopecks!" "Well 50 kopecks is for the beer and 50 kopecks
is for perestroika' said the bartender.

When the customer hands over the rouble, the bartender gave
him back 50 kopecks and said "we're out of beer"!!!
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S.S. "JEFFERSON MYERS"
Rough Log of Ed. W. Edwards of San Diego.

Transferred from U.S.S.MELVILLE to S.S. JEFFERSON MYERS at
Hvalfjordur Bay, Iceland.

Sailed for Loch Long, Scotland. Arrived 8 Aug.

Sailed for Bangor, N.Ireland, arrived same day.

Sailed for Orkneys, arrived Kirkwall 24 Oct.

Sailed for Leith, Scotland, arrived 14 Nov.

Sailed for London. Arrived 23 Nov. Drydocked.

Sailed from London. E-boats attacked till dawn. 5 ships
blown up or sunk.

Arrived Hull, England. Took on additional cargo.

Sailed for Methil, Scotland. Arrived 17 Dec.

Sailed for Loch Ewe. Arrived 21 Dec.

Sailed for North Russia in Convoy JW51B.

(Not sure of date). Severe storm - steering gear problem,
became seperated from convoy.

German and British cruisers and destroyers battle. Observed
one blown up. Deck engineer dies. Later found out that
H.M,.S.ACHATES was sunk, H.M.S.ONSLOW damaged. Germans lost
one destroyer and one large warship badly damaged.

German plane circled ship, we thought it was Russian. We
followed course indicated by plane.

Sighted land. Two planes came out. A Russian destroyer
located us and fired on the planes — the land was German
occupied Finland.

Entered White Sea. Stuck in Ice.

Russian ice breaker takes us through White Sea.

Arrived Molotovsk, U.S.S.R.

Sailed from Molotovsk through White Sea.

Arrived Murmansk. Bombed regularly.

Planes attacked while in small boat obtaining stores from
another ship.

Convoy left Murmansk.

Sub fired 3 torpedoes from inside convoy. S.S.EXECUTIVE hit
aft, S.S.RICHARD BLAND hit on Stb.bow. EXECUTIVE abandoned and
sunk by British. Sub. sunk by 'H64'. Planes dropped surface
mines. Attacked by approx. sixteen JU 88 bombers. Bombs
straddled JEFFERSON MYERS, (four on each side).

Storm — Planes cannot attack, but causes convoy to split up.
Sighted Iceland. S.S.YORKMAR is missing.

Arrived Loch Ewe, Scotland. Learned RICHARD BLAND and S.S.CURRY
were sunk; British ship which was searching for us whilst we
were lost was also sunk.

Storm - Dragged two anchors, rammed four ships. Considerable
damage to all involved. We must go to drydock.

Sailed for Loch Long and Glasgow. Arrived 18 Mar.

Air Raid.

Moored at Plantation Quay.

Entered Drydock - left 7 April.

Left Clydebank, arrived Loch Long same day. Big guns were
firing, saw several splashes. Didn't know if they were bombs or
shells from shore batteries.

Sailed for U.S.A.

Anchored off City Island, New York.
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