
.23

4n
\

ri
,\

\!.

tl r

1,, I.'ITI( :IA I . I 'I I III ,I( ]A'I'ION OF THE NORTH RUSSIA CLUB

(

\,\

{

t

E,RNN
HTG

:

L,I

li
$,

:&s'
*.ttJ.itst 

"

ql

il

R

ll

(



ITARCH 1991 rsst{ 0958 - 1014

NORTHERN LIGHT X" 23,

''NORTHERN LIGHT'' SALUTES OUR AMERICAN ALLTES,
PARTICULARLY THE VETERANS OF THE

U. S . NAVY ARMED GUARD & U. S.UERCHANT T,IARINE.
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EDITORIAL

I w;rs plcased with the number of contributors nho were able to 1et me
have material for -the last edition of Northern Light, and as you si11 see from
the following pages, this trend has continued. Please keep up the good work,
for the vidcr our inLerests are spread, the befter yill be the quality of our
nag;rzino.

rer-t,ivcd scveral nore articles for future use, but you tt0" 1ads are nol, at the
b:rck of thc queue and ei11 eventually Bet another turn on the duty roster. I
fecl sure that the "American" theme in the first half of this edition vill also
crcalc thc same interest - judge for yourselves. It certainly gave ne many hours
of interesting reading and typlng. I offer sincere thanks to all contributors,
part icrilarly to Charles A Lloyd of the U.S.Navy Armed Guard, Bill Ryan of the
lJ.S. Mt:rt:lrant M.rrine Veterans and Ian Millar of Trident Archives. Excerpts from
Lhe book "Unsung Sailors" by Justin F. Gleichauf are also acknowledged. We have
a copy o{ this book in the library - members may borrow this providing they pay
the posral charges.

Wh.rt about future themes? In June we Hant stories from nearer home. What
happened to you vhj.lst in Scapa or lceland? (I got drunk in Scapa, missed the
liberty boat and tried ualkinS on waterl (I'm sti11 practiclng,l!) An account of
the long train journey from Guzz or Pompey to the Scrabscer ferry, something
th.rt happened off Spitzbergen, Jan Meyen or Lofoten? You've 61ot the stories and
w€ want them. Then, as late August sees the 50th Anniversary of the start of the
Kola Run, so the theme in SepEemberts magazine will be 'The Early Convoyst i.e.
Dervish; P() 1; PQ 2; PQ 3 and the return voyages. It'snot too early to start
uriting' 

ooooooooooooo

I}ITERT{ATTOilAt REUNIOI{

1992
At a recent cotr[ittee reeting of your CoEoittee, it yas
decided that itrstead of the troy alEost routine visits to the
U.S.S.R., there should be held an fNTERNATIONAL REUllIOl{ in
this country.
It yi11 be open to al1 Arctic Canpaign veterans of yhatever
natioDality, and vill include Soviet Veterans fron llurtansk,
Scharnhorst survivors, Gerlan U-boat and JU.88 Veterans,
American Arned Guard and llerchant seanan and Dany others.
Comnencing in Glasgov and Clydeside, the Reunion vi11 nove
to Liverpool and the lJestern Approaches, and then loye on to
the South of England for London and Portsnouth. At each
venue Coach Tours, sightseeiog trips, and Dinners/Banquets
yill be arranged, and vill be organised Ln such a vay that
veterans can participate in aIl or aelected eyettts to suit
their individual tastes. The dates selected are: 2nd to
12th July 1992.
It should be noted that 4th July - Anerican Independaoce Day
is also the 50th antriyersary of PQ.17. The Reunion Corlittee
is: Chairnan Ernie Skelton, Secretary Peter Skinner and Don
A1len. Arthur Yi11is vi11 help vith Southern arrangerents.
The club Chairlan, flon.Secretary and f,on.Treasurer are et-
officio nenbers. Further volunteers vill be required in
Glasgov etc. - you vill be kept inforned.

Peter A Skinner, Reunion Secretary (0237 431481)

-2-

CLUB NET{S

SUBSCRI PTIOI{S

-3 Have you paid your subscription? It is f6.00 per year

3 and becane due on lst March. If you joined recently
o

3 (Membership No 1128)onwards you are exempt.

3 Send your cheque' made payable to North Russia C1ub, to
3 L.l.Sulliran, 2 Broadlara, lloolavington, Brid8water,

3 Sooerset TA7 8EP.
o
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

REIJI{IOTIS & SOCIfi,S

SATURDAy 23rrt HARCH: Dinner Dance at the Stretton Hotel, The Promenade, Blackpool
Dinner f10.00 per person. B.& B. tf6.OO Single. €16.50 Twin/Double with Bath/Shr.
Telephone Les iones 0257 791632: S:::::::.I::e1 0253 25688 Hurrv-Hurrv-Hurrvlllll

IEDI{ESDAY 17th APRIL: South West Members & Ladies Annual Dinner at The Keyford
t-;r#-Eorei;T;6TiTi, Frome, Somerset. 7.30 for 8.00pm. Price E8.00 per person.
This venue is filling up quickly so phone 'curley' Morris 0373 64723 for booking.

4th to I lth ilAY: Annual visit to Murmansk - see separate item:

5th to l2th ttAY: A letter from N.R.C. member Bob Smale:-
WI]S'NIILL HOTEL, JEISEY, CHANNEL ISLhI{DS:

ContacE Ray Jarrett, Bonnes Vacances Ltd

SATInDAY llth llay: Southern
Buffet Dance Tickets [11.00

Bob Smale N.R.C.Member 886.
, 9 Charing Cross St.He1lier,C.I.

Tel: 0534 68885.

Dear N'R'c'Member'rnu club has arranged a re-union at the west Hill Hotel from
the 5th t.o 12th May 1991, as printed in the last edition of Norrhern Light.

In case anyone missed the announcement, I an uritinS to you in
lhe hope, that you may be able to accepE this invitation. A programme is being
finaliied, and will be distributed in due course. Depends on nunbers really.

I have an active interesE in running the hotel, and I r*ish to
assure you of our utmos! endeavours tO make your stay an enjoyable one, in what I
am sure will be a most pleasant aEmosphere. /) f:

Wirh very best wishes' Yours sincerelv, 
Lt= {_1,-

Reunion at The Royal Sailors Home C1ub, Porlsmouth.
per head. Contact Mervyn lli.lliams, 87 Olive Road'

SouEhampton S01 6FT (Tel:0703 775875) for booking and details of accomodation

FRIDAY 12th to : I0IDON Friday night at Royal Tournament,
t e rnoon Evening Buffet Dance at t.he

Wreath Laying at BrookwoodVictory Services Club, Marble Arch; Sunday Morning,
Cemet.ery Russian Memorial folloved by Buffet Lunch at the Sergeants Mess,

Pirbright Canp by permission of the Brigade of Guards. Booking Forms nill be

available when Roy aI Tournament discounted prices are knov'n. But 8et your name

on the l'lailing List Buffet Dance forms from Ernie Skelton (Te1 0304 2O27OL)

other events from Dic:k Squires (Te1:051 487 9567)

- 3-a

Sm PAGE 35 FOR FURTIIER EVEIITS including Tours to U.S.S.R
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The llenoirs of Erich Topp, comander of U-57 and U-552,
as told to Earry Cooper.

Let me report on one attack that had a deep effect on my li.fe when it occurred
and that is touching me even today - the sinking of U.S.S. RETIBEN JA},IES.

The incident had a political and noral dimension. Let ne quote the war diary of
Admiral Donitz for the norning of October 31, 1941:

"Tln British convoy 111156 escorted by five destroyers vas sighted by U-552;
the Comanding Officer Lt Cdr Topp sank on the posirion 51.59il, 27.05U the
Anerican destroyer REUBEN J I.IES at 8.34.'
The political dimension: Hitler in his book Mein Kampf had already hinted at his
intentions of expansion. After taking power he started to realise this intent.ion
and prepared for war. Hit1er vas prudent enough not to provoke the United States.
Indeed he accepted provocation fron Roosevelt as follows:
September 1940 - US handed over 50 destroyers to Britain.
March 1941 - Lend Lease Act. That meant delivery of weapons to Britain without
paying.
April 1941 - The 300 mile security zone uas enlarged to 30 deg Lr - that is
the middle of the Atlantic. Within this zone US warships shadowed German
merchant ships until they were taken oyer by British warships. From Lhis time
also, US warships uere escortinS British convoys in the Western hemisphere.
On April 10 the destroyer tlSS Niblack attacked a German submarine.
0n July 7 Iceland was occupied by US troops, so becoming a US naval base.
On Septenrber 4 alter attack and counler-attock beLween the destroyer USS GREER
and a German suhmarinc, St'erct;rry ol ttro Nnvy, Mr Knox gave t.he order t.o all US
naval forces to stta(k anrl dr.stroy fieruran'rpiraLes'r as he ca11ed German Navy
shi ps .

Compared with this "slrort-ol-w;rr" poJicy of Rooseveltrs, the German conduct of
naval warl;rre hrrrl bt'rrr rrrthr,r reserved. Then came 0ctober 31,1941 and the
sinking ol' Rtit)[']llN JAMI,IS trv tl-552.

In the early lwiliglrt rrnd ur;1 sav it, it was a British escorE, but we very
soon kncw by rirrlio tlrrrl vr.hir(l dLtacked a destroyer of a non-belligerent countrf
The entry ol lhr.tlnltr,rl Strrtcs in Lhe First World War as a consequence of the
intensjfjctl :;rrbnurrirrr,wnrfrrre, came at once into my mind and I realised the
signi I icarrt.t. of sink inp, the RllllREN JAMES.

From Llro nril,(,('t ol lnl(,rnotlonal law everythlng uas 0K as I had attacked an
enemy ('ri(o!l. Ncvcrtlrclr:;si lt uas evident that I had involuntarily int.ervened in
hist,ry. Aftr.r rr.rrrhing our desllnation port, I had to rush to Berlin to report
tt> the Nirvrrl lliglr (lomnrrrrrrl.

Ont'mottl[r lrtlcr .Ltltrn crttt,rt:tl the war, attacking the US fleet in Pearl Harbor on
IJc< r'mlr.r 7 , ltl(l. lilt cvcn toduy the sinking of REIJtsEN JAMES must be seen in
conr)(.( t ion wIIlr thr, nxrvc o, Lhe US to war.

0rr ir motlolr ol I'r'r'slrlcnt Rooscvelt, the uS Congress on November 13 - that is 14
rlay:; altt.r th(.attuck - voted for the arming of US merchant ships, thus
ex;rlriitilrg tlrt.utno:;Jrhcre of public opinion after the sinking of REUBEN JhIlES.

Yorr r.nr.nrlrr.r pr.rhrps the song of the REUBEN JAMES, rritten by hloody Guthrie
and sung by tlrc Am.rieun people aII over the country?

tHave you heard of the good ship called the good Reuben
James, manned by hard fiShting ren, both of honor and faoe.
She flev the Stars and Stripes of the Iand of the Free, but
totright shers ia her grave at the bottoo of the sea.tlt vas there in the dark of that uncertain night that
re vatched for the U-boats and yaited for the fight. Then
the fire and the rocket and the Breat erplosion roared. They
laid the Reuben James on the cold ocean floor.
nl{ov tonight there are lights in our country so bright;
in the farus and in the cities, they are telling of the
fight. And troy our uighty battleships vill stea- the bound-
ing rain and remember the name, thet good Reuben Janes.
te1l ne vhat vere there names, tell re rhat vere there
narnes? Did you have a friend on the good Reuben James?r

With a vote of Congress on November 13, 1941, the Neutrality Act vas abandoned;
the decision for war was de facto accomplished.

Historically, it was proved that the sinking of the REUBEN JAMES in this crit-
ical phase of the political process of the eve of war, gave good headlines
for the press campaign and was politically exploited.
What about the moral dimension? From the bridge of the boat we saw protected by
the low visibility in the dawn about 100 metres away after launching two
torpedoes an explosion followed by a second gigantic detonation caused by the
ready depth charges.

After the many atEacks that we had suffered, I confess Ehat we were saLisfied to
have destroyed one of our arch-enemies, not knowing what had real1y happened
on the REUBEN JAMES.

Nou f quote from the American book rRooseveltts l{ar:t
"The explosion broke rhe spine of the REUBEN JAIIES and she cleaved in
two. Up forward, a chief who was moving up a ladder to the bridge, was
blown clear of the ship and the quartermaster vas blown from the
helm through the top of the wheelhouse, which opened up like the
petals of a flower.

"Over the fiery brldge and into the sea, everyone else in the forward
part of the ship including Tex Edwards, young Craig Bowers and every
other officer was killed almost immediately by the blast, fire and
onrushing sea. The forward part of the ship sank in the smoke and
steam; the men aft had more chance.
t'Seaman Dan DlRagusa was asleep in his bunk when the force of the
explosion flung him to the deck. Bent lockers uere on their side,
and bunks and mattresses uere crisscrossed in a tangled shambles in
the narrow passageway.

"He grabbed aE his life jacket, but iL was plnned under tliisted beams
so he left it and struggled through nreckage up to the maln deck.
Topslde, flames burned across metal surfaces, feeding on paint ;
ruptured fuel tanks spewed thick black oil into the water.
rrThe stern rdas settling; Daren Cresel did not have to dlve overboard;
he merely stepped off the deck into Ehe sea. Some men did not make it
to Lhe rafts. They suffocated in the oi1, or died of their vounds and
burns, And a few drowned. The bodies of the dead bobbed inertly on the
black svells; it was quiet on the water.

"The survivors watched from on and around their rafrs as the sea
gurgled obnoxiously over the stern section of the ship. Then from
i-nside the destroyer came the screams of wounded or dazed men who had
not been noticed amid the Langle of wreckage and nere now drowning
at the stern as the stern sank.

"Soon it was quiet again as the stern yent under and the exhausted nen

U.S.S. REUBEN JA}iES.

THE SII{IING THAT AL}IOST STARTED THE IJAR

FO* OUR ALLIES BEFORE PEARL f,ARBOUR.
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on tlrr. rr![t.sr ntruBgled with fatigue and fear to obtain initiative and
Itiv.' (llrrcl l()n nnd coherence to the thus far random efforts of
nrrrv lvrr l .
I'Srulrlt.rrly nc_vcrol of the destroyerrs ready depth charges exploded and
rrnd llrc $(!lr eruIted 1n a huge showering blast. As fireman Carl
rcmt'mbrnrrl there was a blinding flash - it felt like I was swimming,
thr.n I rc.nllged I couldntt feel any water under ne. I turned head
down ullout 2.r nrr,tres above the lrater:

"Mcn utlll t:llngtng to the rafts were dazed, covered rrith sticky,
sllppr.ry oll.'l'hoy found lt difficult to climb back on board or even
nurlntrrln lll('lr lrold. Sailors in the water were bleeding from mouths,
noscs, (.{rrn - ll. vus getLing harder to te1l the living from the dead
somet lnt('lr .

"Mcn lurltllng on to the side of a raft lost their grip and slid under.
It ums HlIII drrrk and hard to see r.rhen the men drowned and the
survlvors - glck, slunnerl and exhausted lacked the strength to swin
after tht. spltrslrlng sounds."

The destroyt.r IISS NIlll,A(:K did the rescue operation.Only 35 nen were saved,
more than 130 dtcrl on the, bttter cold Halloween morning.

In 1962 I vns lnvltt.rl fur Iunch onboard a landing ship docked in San Diego.
The Conrnranrllng Ol'l.lcer sent a boat and received ne with normal cerenony. He had
been Watch olflecr on thc USS NIBLACX and tried to find his best friend, a Watch
0fficer on ttrr, RlitlllllN .lAMnS, in vain.

Talking hrith hlm, llslcning to his words that descrlbed the rescue action,
the search I ot- hls lr it.rrrl:
'The sea and the tytllght covered vith oiI strerrn vith debris and huoan beings,
a scenario llkc Dant.ete Hell I shal1 never forget.

Printed Irom .iiI{OHLI). lrlAR II REVIEU (October ]990) with permission of Broadhead

!l!! i nf,i oe, Ca.tI""ha,
oooooo0oooooo

"PERLSTROIf,AT

By Reginald Rinder, Florida U.S.A.

Dear I"o I k:; ,
I thorrglrl tlrrrt thl Rttr;siatt Humor as typified by the anecdote

quotcd bclow uit:i itlst too good n()t to share with you nhich is the
reason for I h i:i not ('.

A grry wirlkr; into a Moscou b:rr and orders a beer. tt0ne rouble"
say-s thr, burl cnrlr.r'. t'hllrirttt the man protests. ttlast $eek it cost
only 50 kopecksl" "1.{.1L'rO kopecks is f or the beer and 50 kopecks
is for pert.stroiktr" said the bartender.

Whc,n tlte clrstom{'r hands over the rouble, the bartender gave

him b;rck 50 kopecks anrl sairl "we're out of beer"lll
oooooOOOooooo

18 July 1942.

S.S, NJEFFERSOI{ 
HYXRStr

Roush [,os of Ed. Y. Edvards of San Di eso -

Transferred from U.S.S.MELVILLE to S.S. JEFFERS0N MYERS at
Hvalfjordur Bay, Iceland.
Sailed for Loch Long, Scotland. Arrived 8 Aug.
Sailed for Bangor, N.Ireland, arrived same day.
Sailed for Orkneys, arrived Kirkwall 24 Oct.
Sailed for Leith, Scotland, arrived 14 Nov.
Sailed for London. Arriived 23 Nov. Drydocked.
Sailed from London. E-boats attacked til1 dawn. 5 ships
blown up or sunk.
Arrived Hul1, England. Took on additional cargo.
Sailed for Methil, Scotland. Arrived 17 Dec.
Sailed for Loch Ewe. Arrived 21 Dec.
Sailed for North Russia in Convoy JW51B.
(Not sure of date). Severe storn - steering gear problem,
became seperated from convoy.
German and British cruisers and destroyers battle. observed
one blown up. Deck engineer di.es. later found out that
H.M.S.ACHATES was sunk, H.M.S.0NSLOW damaged. Germans lost
one destroyer and one large warship badly damaged.
German plane circled ship, ne thought it was Russian. We

followed course indicated by plane.
Sighred land. Two planes came out. A Russian destroyer
located us and fired on the planes - the land was German
occupied Finland.
Entered White Sea. Stuck in Ice.
Russian ice breaker takes us through Llhite Sea.
Arrived Molotovsk, U.S.S.R.
Sailed from Molotovsk through White Sea.
Arrived Murnansk. Bombed regularly.
Planes attacked vhile in sma1l boat obtaining stores from
another ship.
Convoy left Murmansk.
Sub fired 3 torpedoes from inside convoy. S.S.EXECUTIVE hit
aft, S.S.RICHARD BLAND hit on Stb.bor,. EXECIITIVE abandoned and
sunk by British. Sub. sunk by 'H64'. Planes dropped surface
mines. Attacked by approx. sixteen JU 88 bombers. Bonbs
straddled JEFFERSON MYERS, (four on each side).
Storm - Planes caDnot attack, but causes convoy to split up.
Si.ghted Iceland. S.S.Y0RKMAR is nissing.
Arrived Loch Ewe, Scotland. Learned RICHARD BLAND and S.S.CURRY
were sunkl British ship which vas searching for us vhilst we
were lost was also sunk.
Storm - Dragged two anchors, ramrned four ships. Considerable
danage to all involved. We nust go to drydock.
Sailed for Loch Long and Glasgow. Arrived 18 l4ar.
Air Raid.
Moored at Plantation Quay,
Entered Drydock - left 7 Apri1.
Left Clydebank, arrived Loch Long same day. Big guns vere
firing, sau several splashes. Didnrt knor., if they were bombs or
sheIIs from shore baLLeries.
Sailed for U.S.A.
Anchored off City Island, New York.

ooooo0ooooooo
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TI{E LIBERTY SHIP ilJOHN A. DONAIJI

By George O. Rudolph.

((icorgc Rrrrl<,iplr started going to sea some 73 years ago and was a survivor from
S.S. CALORIA, torpedoed off Scapa Flow on l6th October 1918)

Jat )2, 1t)44: 'l'hr. .X)llN A. DONALD sailed from New York for Archangel and
Mrrrm;rnsk, Rrlrsiir with me as Second Mate. Our cargo tas mainly annunitions
anrl f oorlsl rr I I s. I'r or'ee.ried to sea in a convoy of 61 ships.
.lan 2l: At I(r'JO anolher l9 ships joined our convoy about 160 miles S.E, of
Hal i I ax I r onr wlrt'r r: they camc with tvo American aircraft carriers guarding
t hc'm .
.lan 27: At 15J0, l:;trip:; St.lohns, Newfoundland joined the convoy about 180
miles ofI this port, nurking a toti]l of 8'1 cargo ships.
F'elr.'l: At 1't4\, silinals y(.r(. rcr r.ived indicating enemy submarines in the
vicinity.
Fcb.4: In thC al I Cr noon sp()t t(,rl two planes patrolling the convoy, same from
some land base, orrr position aborrt 300 miles S.W. of Ireland.
Feb.5: About l6(X) an aircraft carrier in our convoy pu1led near our starboard
side, then a single engjne scout plane landed on the carrierts deck.
Feb.7: Arrived at Loch Long, Scotland at 1330. A11 83 ships anchored to awalt
esc..Lr to finiil destinations.
Feb.9: WenL ashore by launch to Gourock 5* miles from anchorage and then by
traln to Glasgow and Edinburgh. Visited Edinburgh Castle. Was told that part
of the castle is used as a Mi.litary Barracks, another part as a civil prison in
which the German prisoner Rudolph Hess Has for a time imprisoned unbeknown to
the local population, Left Edinburgh at 19i5 and stopped overnight at Glasgowts
Merchant Seamens Hotel that vas formally opened by Mrs. F.D. Roosevelt.
Feb12: 1135, convoy noved to another anchorage in Scotland, 188 miles further
north.
Feb.16: 1007, cargo ships, including JOHN A DONALD sailed to Loch Eve, some
207 miles further north.
Feb,20: At 1500 in convoy of 43 Merchant ships and 15 Escort vessels we left
Scotfana for Russia. Escorts were Russian and British naval ships, one battle-
ship and several destroyers vere British, the Patrol boaLs were Russian. The
following day a Brltish aircraftcarrier joined the convoy.
Feb.24: Enemy submarlnes and aircraft attacked the convoy.
Feb,25: The British destroyer MAHRATTA was torpedoed and sunk in battle and
most of crew }ost, close to our ship during darkness.
Feb.28: I130, ships in convoy divided off Kola Inlet.0ur ship with seven
others and several escorts proceeded to Port Molotovsk, 20 miles west of
Archangel. Crulser and aircraft carrler went to Murmansk and our escorts \{ere
Russian destroyers an(l patrol troats frorr here on. During the day flags were
ordered at hall mirs[ - r€'ar:ir)n lol giv(.n.
Feb.29: At l'241t picktrl up two llhrte Sca pilots from pilot boat for trip t,o
Molotrtv.sk,
Mar 1l: Dockerl irl Mololov:,k ;rl 194/. 'lrip throuSh the l{hite Sea from pilot
st:tt i()n of 176 milcr;, r'orsLrrncrl .J d;rys and 5 hours. Average speed was 2'3 knots
Lhrouglr hr,;rvy ir r'. 'l'lirt'r' it c brc;rktrs, all Russian used in assisting elght
0;rrgo :;iri1r:; in ..;irr!llt' rolrrnrrr or trip.
Ylar.l; At l'l(X) lcl t l4ololrrvsk ;rlrer discharging 1820 tons of cargo and vith
ihnrl-,rtlrt,r l,ilrr.rty :;lrip:; anrl one ice breaker lrent to Archangel 42 miles
tlrr-orrgli hcrvy icr. ;rrr iv irtg at 02(X) l'4ar 9:
tllf_,,.!."1.. (irirnlrlctlrl rlr:;r'Iurrging of all cargo at Archangel wiLh vomen Labour as
:rl I l(rr::sirrn m.,r wor(' at bartle{ieIds fiBhting the Germans. (Population 46,950
-l().1'] r'cnr;rr:;) . l,'orrld i t ir pleasant city with several public libraries and art
girllCri(r:r ol)(.n to the prrblrc.'Ihe Russians were very hospitable. Shlfted ship
to f'l,rinrrkr;;r lr dist;rnct'of 9 miles for loading of pulp vood (2000 tons for
U.S.A. )

M:rr.2l: l,r,lt Mirirn;rksa aL 2228. Russian ice breaker toved shlp to and from
t i*' fr,r I I hrorrglr trt,;rvy ice. tdith four other freighters and three ice breakers
uc f)r()(r,r'rlt'rl tlrrorrgh Whire Sea ice for Xola Inlet near Murmansk.

Mar.28: 0530 cleared White Sea ice at Lat 67"221N Long 41o29'E, 17 miles north
6?-IE-edge where JOHN A DONALD entered ice in trip s;uth on Feb.29. Proceeded
in convoy of 6 ships with 6. Russian naval vessels to (ola Inlet.
l4ar.29:0900 anchored in (ola Inlet 7 niles above Murmansk awaiting convoy.
Apr. 7: teft Murmansk anchorage at 0930. 40 ships in convoy plus 20 navy
escorts, two aircraft carriers and one battle-cruiser bound for Scotland, rrhere
we arrived Apr.l6. at 0015 and anchored in Clyde off Gourock.
Apr.20:2100 left Clyde anchorage for U.S.A.112 ships in convoy following
day, plus two aircraft carriers and several escorts.
Apt.27: At 1335 passed empty lifeboat adrift in l,at 54041'N 30"14rtrr.
l4ay 2r 0515 passed an iceberg about l| miles off our starboard side: 0600
passed 2 niles off an iceberg on our port side in Lat 46"22tN Long 47"4718.
Berg about 55 feet high and 180 feet 1ong.
Hay 8: Arrived New York.
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TgE FIilAL DELTVERY

By Raynond Brouche
TS.S.CAESAR 

RODI{EYW

I signed on the CAESAR RODNEY on Nov.8, 1945 ax New York and ne sailed with no
cargo to the por! of Philadelphia. Here ue continued to load the ship for
a period of over six weeks, we were taking the last load of "Lease-Lend"
products to Russia. It was a special cargo and a very mixed 1oad. tJe loaded
Eachine too1s, lathes, milling machines and diesel-electric generating sets.
Also all the machinary needed to set up a factory Eo produce car and truck
tyres. The Tween Decks of at least two holds were filled yith food-stuffs and
clothing collected from organizations for European Relief.
Our "Deck Loadtt was comprised of five Siant steam locomotives nade by the
Baldwin Locomotive Company. For handling, the locomotives were disassembled
into two main parts, one the boiler and cab, and the second the cylinders,
wheels and chassis. Two units would just fit on each hatch cover.
We were finally loaded and sailed on Christmas Eve, 1945. The trip to Murmansk
was pretty uneventful and the North Atlantic was not as bad as some of ny
lrinter crossings. As you know, Murmansk is ice free even though the uinter
temeratures are very low. The Russians rranted the food and clothing really bad,
but we could not. unload the cargo holds until our heavy deck cargo was dis-
charged. They stopped work on anothef ship so we could move in and get our
deck load off. In January there is hardly any daylight in Murmansk, around
1130 the sun trould just ge! above the horizon and then set again within the
hour, however the weather rras fair as it was too cold to snow.
After unloading ue found out we were to have a return cargo as an agreement for
the Lease-Lend cargo. The cargo nould be Chromium Ore which was on the U.S.
critical naterials 1ist, and rough sawn lumber to be used in rebuilding Europe.
We would receive Ehis cargo at Molotovskll Molotovsk is actually about 40 south
of Murmansk, however it is not an open-water port, but land locked down in
the White Sea. They said an lce-Breaker would take us in through ice four feet
thick. Lle steamed for about i a day through open uater vith jusE some loose
ice flows. Then we met the Ice-Breaker and the fun began. The Ice-Breaker was
the nost modern and powerful in the world at that tine, provided by the U.S.
and on loan to the Russians. They of course renamed it, but it had been the
NORTH WIND, N0RTH STAR, or something with the name N0RTH in it. The lce-Breaker
was powerful and had a beam of about 78 feet and could open up a good channel.
The CAESAR RODNEY with only 2500 H.P. could just not fo11ov, as hard as we
r+ould try and He were running light, so our propeller yas not getting a rea11y
good bit.e. The engine crerd never worked so hard,40 to 50 be11s per watch,
FuII Ahead for 10 minutes, Stop, Full Astern for 10 min-utes, etc, etc, etc.
0nce when the Ice-Breaker was manoeuvring back close she actually hit us,
but the hole she made nas above the water line when we were light. After eleven
days we finally covered the 250 miles through the ice and arrived at !4o1otovsk.
Ue started loading chronjum ore in the boEtom of the holds. The lumber would go
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