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![)r,rrRAL 4:9jil48qsQ!. c.8., RoYAL NAVY

We are pleased to-inn6urrce-tnat aamEl*nLn;na;on nas accepted our invitation
to become our Patron. In his letter of acceptance ' our patron said,
"I would be hugely honoured to become your Patron and accept with the very

greaLest pleasure-
Since our epie visit to Murmansk and Archangel, I have made flag visits to

Sevastopol in H.M.S. FEARLESS and to Ba.Ltiisk in Kaliningrad onboard H-M-S.
BATTLEAXE. Add to this several calls and meetings with the Russian Main Naval
Staff and a month or so living in a tiny flat in the centre of Moscow, I am

beginning to get quite a qood feel for the country. It seems a pity to waste
it.

Thank you again for the privilege of being associated with the N.R.C. I
very much look forward to keeping in touch yrith your
activities and hope that an opportunity wiII soon
arise when I can meet some of the nenbership.

Yours sincerely, 
a-) -)-/F. -/

| ) /1/\^-. l--
ADMiRAL RICHARDSON joined Dartmout.h in 1950 as a Naval
Scholar and was subsequently awarded the Queens Sword
and Teleseope. He served in HMS LE0PARD i.n the South
Atlantic Station and then HMS DEV0NSHIRE before being
appointed in 1969 as FIag LieutenanL to FIag 0fficer
Middl.e East in Aden. After a period as Executive
0fficer (X0) of a minehunter in the Far East he
specialised in Communications subsequently joining HMS

DANAE as Squadron Communicatlons 0fficer. This appoint-
ment was Followed by a period ashore in HMS MERCURY as
Head of Electronic l,larfare Tr.aining before returning to
sea as X0 of HMS MINERVA. \n 1974 he joined the Naval Secretary's Depart-
ment as Junior Seaman Officer's Appointer. Promoted to Commander in 1975
he Commanded HMS AMAZ0N for two years before returning to HMS MERCURYT

this time in charge of Communications and Navigation Training on behalf
oi the School of Maritime Operations. Towards the end of this appoint-
ment he was promoted to Captain and commenced the eighteen month prep-
aratory training flor duties as Naval Attache Moscow. 0n return to the
United Kinqdom, lfter thirteen months in the post. Captain RICHARDS0N was

attached temporari ly to the Ministry of Defence before joininq HMS

AVENGER as Captain F4. Subsequently he commanded the NATO Standi.ng Naval
Force Atlantic in the rank oi Commodore from April 1985 for a year. He

then returned to the Ministry oF DeFence, first as Deputy Director of
Naval Warfare and latterly as Director of Naval Staff Duties, an appoint
-ment which he relinquished in August 1989. Promoted to Rear Admiral on
5 September 1989, he joined temporarily the StaFf of the Royal Colleqe
of Defence Studies and led the 1989 RCDS tour t.o the Middle East, before
becoming Flag 0fficer Sea Training in December 1989. He assumed the
appointment of.FIag 0fficer in September 1991, and was responsible for
the 0perational effectiveness of the RN destroyers and frigates. He is
currently the CHIEF 0F STAFF T0 THE FLAG 0FFICER SURFACE FLOTILLA' a new
organisation that was formed on 5 April 1992 in PorLsmouth and which
amalgamated the staffs of the previous F0Fl' F0F1 and elements oF the
staff of the Commander-in-Chief.
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FROM PETER SKINNER, OUR HON. SECRETARY.

Having reacl r:ur Pat-ron's letter on the previous page, I am sure that you are
delj.ghted wiLh t.he news, I can assure you that the clubrs officers are.
Admiral Richardson wilL be known to many of you, when, in h.is capacity at the
time, as FI:rg 0fficer FlotiIla One, he accompan.ied us, and was lo a large
extent, responsible for the success of DERVISH '91, He is shortly to relire
from the Navy, and i6, anxious to maintain his connections with Russia in
civilian Iife. (A future Tour organiser perhapsll) He j-s looking forward to
meeting the membership at some of our lunctions, and has already 'pencilled
inrone or two in the hope that he will be avaifable.

Turninq t.o our reunions - mini reunions - etc. - etc. you will have seen in
the last edition and, also elsewhere in this, the list of evenLs pfanned For
you. If you have transport difficulties, please let me, or the organiser know,
there may be someone near you who couLd help. For those living in Devon and
Cornwall, you may by the time you read this have received some definite news
of the resufL of the questionaires you returned to me. Il not., please pencil
in l"lednesday 17 March, for a lunchtime buffet .in the Senior Rates Mess of HlulS

Drake. At Lhe time oi writing (mid Jan), I am just waiting for confirmation of
the arrangements. I should soon be in possession of all the information
necessary for the Royal Tournament/AGM/Brookwood weekend. In the meantime will
you please 1eL me know if you are interested in Lhe Royal Tournament &/or
Brookwood so that I will have some idea of numbers.

Finally, t.hose who altended the Glasgow end ol Iast year's IInternationa]"
will, no doubt, remember Vlce Admiral Slr Hugo lalhite. I am sure that you will
be pleased to Learn that he has been promoLed Admiral, and has become
Commander-j"n-Chief, F1eet.0n your behali, I wrote to Admira.I White offering
our congratulations, and have received a reply asking me to pass on his
appreciation to the Membership.

ooo000000ooo

FROM SID BATEMAN, OUR NJACK DUSTYT

The following can

SLOPS & MEMORABILIA

be ordered direct from the Stops Bosun, address below:-

JAUNT Y :

CAPTAIN:
EDI TOR:

CAPTAIN:

JAUNTY:
EDITOR:

CAPTAIN

EDITOR:
JAI.,INTY:

"Squires, Sir. Editor of Northern Light. Did exceed the budgeted
number of pages by twenty, Sir. Nearly 50% excess' Sir!"

"What have you to say for yourself, editor?"
"WeII, Sir, not guilty, Sir. Those R.A.F. and F.A.A. members are to
blame, Sir. They submitted so many stories and reports that I just
went on typing, Sir!

"But didn't you consider the Treasurer's position? He's not made of
money. Not only will your printing costs go upr but you have most
probably exceeded the lower postal limit - that's more money for
him to find".

"It's not the first offence oF this kind' Sir!"
"But I thought it would be alright, Sir. The subscriPtions weDe

raised at the Last A.G.M. to help maintain the quality of our
magazine. As editor, I feel that quality and quantity must be
the same thing in this case"

"I have a good mind to stop it out of your salary, but as that is
non-exj.stent, I will dismiss the case. But, dont let it happen
again ! 'l

"No, Sir. Not until the next time!"
"0n caps. Right turn. Double away".

Soviet 40th Anniversary Medal Miniature @

Book "Convoys to Russia 1941-1945 @

N.R.C. leather /cork Coasters (Box of l) @

Bonded Leather Key Wallets for 5 keys @

Fobbbed Key Rings @

[namelled Lape] Brooch Badge @

Crossed UKlRussian Federation Flag Badge @

N.R.C.Tie (Printed motif) @

N.R.C.Blazer Badge @

N.R.C.Beret Badge @

The next edition is again dedicated to the "small ships" - you did us proud a

few years ago when we had the same theme. So, Iet's have plenty oF Lamp

Swinging and Wet Feet! I'm quite prePared to be in the Rattle again!!!

Kr**

E 8.2'
t1 0 .00
[. 2.54
f 2.00
f, 2.00
t 1.00
t 1.50
s 5.00
t 8.50
t 5.00

plus t1 .25 p + p
rrtr 75p+p
rr rr postage ,
II ril
Iil r[
fiil trn

tr rt

I[ II
fiil tril
(I ilI

The moraL shipmates, is: Dont let me down, renember the new rates!!!

FROM THE SECRETARY

As the walrus is alleged Lo have said - the time has come to talk oF many
things, and the most j.mportant subject for me is the membership and membership
Fees.
First, I wish everybody a Healthy and Happy New Year - even if a Wealthy one
seems a bit remote, at Ieast for most oF us!
I also Jxtend a big thank you to aII the members who, throughout each year'
are kind enough to add a bit to their subscri.ptions and slops purchases. These
donations are an enormous help with postal costs. and the Welfare Fund through
which we are able to help our Less fortunate comrades. This refleets the true
spirit of comradeship - bless you aII.
Since the j,nauguration of the club in 1984 we have "lost" f21 members.0f
these 140 have Crossed the Bar, the rest have either resigned or iust dropPed
out withoul explanation. Some oF this latter gloup may well_have CTB and we

have not been notiFied. The latest membership number is 1654 so the present
membership is 1)45, including 14 honorary members.
REMINDERI Marchlst is the date for renewa"I of subs (thank you, those who have
already paid), and I would like to ask every member to make payment as
promptly as possible and so avoid the cost oF sending reminders to defaulters.
Finally, I would remind you that we do not want to lose a member for the sake
of the subscription, so ii t.here is a diffliculty please contact me IN STRICT
CONFJDENCE,

Thank you aII, Good Luck and a long association with our unique orqanisation.

All orders to S.Bateman, 70 Nickleby HouserAII Saints Road'Portsmouth P01 4EL

Meubershlp

FROH THE EDITOR

I'M iN THE RATTLE

You've aII heard it or seen it - "Captain's Requestmen and Defaulters
muster on the Quarterdeck,'. weII, we've qot the same routine in North Russia
Club. It happened to me!
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M0N.24 MAY to TUE.I JUNE "BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC" COMMEM0RATION CELEBRATIONS
at MOLFRE, EIRKENHEAD, BOOTLE AND LIVERP00L. Details as known at time of going
to press:

M0N.24TH. NEW "EATTLE 0F THE ATLANTIC" GALLERY in MERSEYSIDE MARITIME MUSEUM

opens to the public at 1010.

TUE.25TH. IIARSHIPS AND MERCHANT VESSELS from 15 participating nations assemble
at Review Berths in Moelfre Bay, North lt'lales.

WED.25TH. "ATLANTIC HIST0RIC CONFERENCE" to be opened by Admiral Sir Julian
0swa1d GCB, ADC, Conference details and bookings to Dr Derek Law, The

Librarian, Kings College, University of London, The Strand, London l'[C2 2LS

PHILIP REVIEWS FLEET onboard 14

VESSE VE n d to see the review. ES

f,/or_Id, Lodge HilI, Liskeard, PL14 4lL. (Or79 143563) Chartered vesseLs sail
from Menai Straits not Merseyside.

l{ED 26TH. PARTICIPAIlNG SUBMARINES AND Slr4ALL CRAFT lock in Lo Birkenhead Dock

THU.27TH. WARSHIPS AND MERCHANTI4EN lock in to various berths in Liverpool,
goot-te ana Birkenhead. ARK ROYAL (if available) berths at moorings opposite
Albert Dock. HMY BRITANNIA berths at Princes Landing Stage.

FRI.28TH. H.H.THE QUEEN visits MERSEYSIDE MARITIME MUSEUM to unveil the
Commemorative Plaque at 1010. Then visits LIVERPOOL F.C's AnField Ground on
the occasion of the C1ub's Centenary and to unveil a plaque in remembrance of
the Hillsborough DisasLer. Followed by a visit to 800TLE TOWN HALL to meet
Captain Walker's 01d Boys Association. In the evening Her Majesty hosts a

Dinner on Britannia. BANDS 0F TH[ R0YAL MARINES "BEAT THE RETREAT at Pier
Head.
2200 Firework Display on River Mersey.

SAT.29TH. 0900 WREATH LAYING CEREMONY at BOOTLE !.lAR MEMORIAL.
ffi PrER HEAD T0 sT. GE0RGE'S HALL. with

continqent kets
for the March.

OF TIORLD I{AR 2 AND

at Goodison Park.
has made a
PUSSERS RUM

Come, First
are available from Dick qu res a

Served ! !

].I. COHHEMORATIVE SERVICE AT CATHEDRAL Attended
OF WALES. T BIEN INVITED TO

r

p

re
- First.

PARADE THEIR STANDARD DURING THE SERVICE
Cathedral but do not expect to receive

We have requested 100 seats in the
a FuL.L allocation. There will be an

overflow se ice with lar athedral. The Prince of
Wales wil
Service.

t.ake the lute o an and Veterans fo llowlng the

MON.I1ST and TUE. lst JUNE Selected ships open Lo the public.

PLEASE NOTE: Items on the programme could be possibly changed at a later date
by M,O.D. Ii you are attending please contact Dick Squires or dial the Hot Line
0891 88 1941.

REUNIONS & I"IIETINGS 7

SUN.28 FEB. MERSEYSIDE & NORTH WALES i{EHBERS LUNCht.iME SOCiAI BUfIET iN CPO'S

M 100 to 1500. Contact: Dick Squires
28 Westbrook Road, Liverpool L25 ZPX. (O51 487 9567)

sAT, 6 x48.-EE!Le!4 REUNION AI VICTORY SERVICES CLUB, MARBLE ARCH' LONDON

'l .-I6IIactt Arthur l,lilLis, SJ Briar Road, Shepperton,(NRC Members welcome
Middlesex
T!.l17 OJB.

WED.10 MAR. PRESIDENT'S REUNIqI SUPPER (t'lembers onlv) at "]RAFALGAR R00M,

vICToRY SERVICES CLUB, MARBLE ARCH, L0ND0N. ',I800 to 2400. Contact: C.
President, 5 Begonia Avenue, GilJ-inqham, Kent MEB 5YD. (0514 2J2884)

B . Tye,

THU-11 MAR. S0UTH EAST MEMBERS S0CIAL MEEIING aL M0UNTBATTEN R00M' R0YAL

BRIIISH LEGI0N, ST JOHNS ROAD, MARGATE' KENT at 19)0
I Southwood Road, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 0AA.

Contact: Dick Sharpe,

V{ED.17 MAR. DEVON & IME BUFFET SOC at C.P.0's Mess

H.M.S.DRAK noon on kinner Anchorage,
431481).Burscott, Higher C1ovel1ey, Bideford, Devon EX19 5RR o2t7

WED.24 MAR. S0UTH V{EST MEMBERS DINNER at Keyford EIms, Frome, Somerset aL 193O

conE-act@e, Frome, Somerset BA11 4JU.

SAT.27 MAR. N0RTHERN DINNER DANCE at THE STRETT0N HOTEL' NORTH PR0MENADE'

@vaiIab]e).ContacL:LesJones,}5Neargates,
Charnock Richard, Chorley, Lancs. (0257 791632).

SAT. APR. OPENING OF THE WESTERN TERS at
, LIVERP00L. Further annou . Contact Dick Squires,

or di"al the BAgl I'Hot Line". (0891 88 194t). (A private visit is being
arranqed for N.R.C. members)

SUN. 9 T0 SUN. 15 MAY. CHANNEL ISLANDS H0LIDAY REUNI0N at WESTHILL HOTEL,
ST. HELIER, JERSEY, C.I. Contact and booking form from: Bonnes Vacances,
P.0.Box 324, SL. Helier, Jersey' C.I. (0514 58885).

SAT.22 MAY. S0UTHERN REUNION BUFFET/SOCIAL at THE VICT0RY CLUB, H'M'S-NELS0N
QUEEN STREET, P0RTSM0UTH. Contact: Mervyn Wi1liams, 01ive Road, CoxFord'
Southamplon S01 5FT.

ANNUAL ilLONDON WEEKEND"
fRL2l :ttLy. ROVRL I RNENT (tHEUf "VTCTORY eT SEn") At Earls Court, London.
V'le have a block booking for evening perFormance. Contact Peter Skinner.
SAT.24 JULY. ANNUAL GENERAL HEETING AT U.J.C. LONDON at '1400. Followed by a

REUNI0N SUPPER DANCE to music of The Minchellas. Book with Chris Tye.
5UN.25 JULY. WREATH LAYING SERVICE AT THE RUSSIAN MEHORIAL, BROO

followed by Buffet Lunch at MESS, PIRBRIGHT CAMP. Book with Peter Skinner.

SAGA NVETERANIS CRUISESfl
SAGA HOLIDAYS. THESE CRU

YOU WILL ALL (OR HAVE) RECEIVED DETAILS DIRECT F-ROM

ISES ARE A COMMERCIAL EVENT INVOLVING THE CLUB IN NO

EXPENoE. BUT, THE PROGRAMME IS BEING ARRANGED BY US IN CONJUNCTION WITH RCC.

SAIL UP, FLY BACK - 1l AUGUST T0 24 AUGUST.(Harwich, Bergen,. Narvik, Tromso'
FLY UP, SAIL BACK - 24 AUGUST T0 I SEPT. NorLh Cape, Murmansk, Archangel.)

SAT-2, 0CTOBER. NATI0NAL ANNUAL DINNER DAlrlCE at SWALLOW H0TEL, N0RTHAMPT0N.
oking Form in due course.

(NOTE: B0OKINGS FOR ROYAL T0URNA}ENT AND ERROKIIOOD TO PETER SKINNER I{ITHOUT
DELAY, PLEASE.)
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'l! r Nli:i,rlvIR THE ARCTrc"
llrr: wlrrrlrr r:rrnr:rrpl. ol fr:nLuring our R.A.F. and F.A.A. frj-ends in this edition
r:l Nor'llrrlrr I tr;lrl., rr'out, lrom the following communication received from Arthur
l'lrrl I rrrrrl tl rrr lrrr rrirrrrl wuy to commence.

Edit.or.

R.A.F. IN RUSSIA
"IN IHE ETETNNING THERE WAS DERVISHtr

Bf Arthur E Platt.
Wlrrlolrr Militrrly Aid was urgently required by Russia after her entry into

Wl.iZ, lrrrvirrr; lrt,rrr ovol:who.ImingIy attacked by the German military florces.
llltl rrrlr I trllrlnl rrilr:rnl-t wore considered the most imperative to start with.

Al vrly rrlroll. rrolice a Wing was designed during the last days of JuIy and
r,rrlly rhryr nl Arrrlrrt 1941. Similarly, a means of getting the !iing to Russia
wr tlr il 'rr ril l'r'r'rrf L ntrd ir purpose for it.

lllrt Winrl, rrumbof 151, comprising it's headquarters and t.wo squadrons Nos
lll rrrrrl lllt, lulrrllirrq some 550 personnel, assembled at. an R.A.F. station in
Yoll<rlr t lr!. A rrtrnrbor of 1 2-gun Hurricane IIc aircraft were prepared for
Ilnrrrrprrr't, ul-lrrt' uLtit'ee and equipment made ready.

Irr rltrI llrr.r l,r/inq Lo Russia had to be a sea-borne operation. Suit.able
rrlrilr;rurr; wrrrr rrrlrrrrr;od from severa.I home ports with a final dest.ination aL an
rrtlt ir:lrl rrrrrrr Mrrrrnonsk, Vaenga, for the Wing with it's aircraft and personnel,
rrl nt rn, r't r'.

Ilrr prrrl:orc of tht: Wing was threefold. Firstly, to serve a short period
nl trpol'rrl itrrrrrl llyirrq l-o demonstrate the Hurricane IIc as a lighter aircraft.
l,r,r'Ull(lly, t.o Loflch and train a number of Russian pi.Iots how Lo f1y and operaLe
llrrrr. llrirrily lo teach and train Russian Lechnicians how to assemble, maintain
rrttrl rrrl vir:o t:ltr:m.

A rrumtror ol []urricane aircraft were put aboard the aircraft carrier ARGUS

wrllr nrr rrrinr-.mbly parLy of technicians to assemb.Ie them during the voyage.
l'rlotr worc ubonld Lo f'Iy t.hem off, at a predetermined time and point some 100
nrr lrrr u[-l Murnrrrrrr;k, Lo l-lrt: airiield at Vaenga. A Dutch merchant ship had a
rrrmrlrrrl ol llrrrlir:nrrcs irr crat.es put aboard for assembly at a Russian airfield
noru Arr:lrrrrrrlr-. I , Kcrl [.]sLrov, therr air tested and fJ.own by their pilots to
Vnr.rrln, llrrrrn lrt:inr; rr lr,.lr-roJ l.ing station approximately haJ-f way at Afrikanda.
(lllrr.r' rrrr.r'r'lllrl rrlriprr wnrn loaded wit.h other stores, equipment and a small
irrlvrrrlr, prrrly rrl Wirrrl pursonneL. The main body of V.ling personnel boarded
I I AN:ill l'llAN ('A:;ll I rrl l.ivt:rlrool and set sai] on August 12, 194'1. ,

/\ r'orrvuy r'rrnrr, lor;ul.herr; 0peration Dervish began, gathering firstly at
l,r'rrpir irrrrl llrlrr orr lo lrDlnrrd before the main part of the voyaqe to Archanqel
wlrrr'r. rI rrrrrvr,rl rlr ArrtlrrtrL -11 , 1941 . A considerable number of R.N. ships,
liu'r1r. rrrrrl rrrrrrrl l nrrcottrrrl lor varying periods, but two destroyers were to play
rr lrrll lrrrr' prrll rrrr rr lrro wts ARGUS her part. ftrhether it was ever the original
plnr lul llrr lrrrrvrry Lrr tlo Lo Archanqel or d-irect to Murmansk I do not know. To
r;r:l llrl Wlr; lrr Vrurrrr;rr st.ilL left a very long way to go and a problem as Lo
Irow, l urrrr wrrr r;rrl l itrr; rtlrr:rLer and shipping had been spotted by enemy air
r(!(ornriurnnlr,. l',1rrrlnr wu.nther set in early. Two small parties were flown to
V;rcnr;rr lr)r' r'olrflrllr('nl lorrr; on 1 and 2 September. The l'ling Commander and a party
of r;onrc Tlll) pllrrorrrrr,l wr.nL by sea aboard lhe two destroyers ACTIVf and ELECTRA
Lo Mrrrmrrrrrl< liounrl; n 22 lrrrr.rr voyage arrivlng on 3 September, These personnel
wcro nlrirrly n'r1rrt'crl rrl lhr-. rirfield to meel the aircraft flying in from ARGUS

on 7 lic1rl ornl:ol rrrri l)r'r:lrlr'{) [ or operations starting on 11 September. Also to
'!ir:l: rrp ( rlrl,'. A lrrlllrrr pirrLy seL olf by rail, taking several uncomfortable
day:r. Arrrrl.lr.r'prrlly r:ruriricrl l-o Kandalashka by various Russian ships and then
ra i I lo lulrrlrnrrrrrrl<. A lulllrtr nssembly party went to Keg 0strav to assemble the
cr;rto(l llrrrrrr:rncs wlrrr lrrl:r:r wnre flown to Vaenga. Havinq seen the aircraft
Llrr:y lrrrrl irr:rr.nrlrlrrrl Irrkn olI lot'Vaenqa, the Wing was now f,ulIy operational and

ir

vety much rn action at- Vaengzr. 0perations Dervrsh and Strength completed! !

WhiIst not a particularly evenLfut volrage ancJ journey to the airfield. it
was not without it's highllghLs and events, some good and some not so good and
unpleasant.

Perhaps we can learn something of rndrvrdual and interesting experiences.
Maybe too, something about l5l tiing j.n Russia and a final chapLer - how the
!'{ing personnel carne back to lJ.K. with Convoy QPJ in i\ovember,/December, after
completJ-ng .it's mission at Vaenga.

There were oLher R.A.F. units that went out to Russia iater, maybe we can
learn someth.ing of, Lhese and their experiences lrom members who were therel

No.1005. A.E.Platt
B.Ftl"ght 1 )4 Sqdn.
LLANSTIPHAN CASTLT
ACIIVE/KENYA.

ENIRANCE IO VAENGA (GRASNAVAR) CEMETERY

WITH MONUMENT IO "NORIHERN SOLDIERS OF THE SKY''


