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0UR PATRON

ADMIRAL A.B. RICHARDSON CB., ROYAL NAVY
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ADMIRAL A.B.RICHARDSON, C.B., ROYAL NAVY
We are pleased to announce that Admiral Richardson has accepted our invitation
to become our Patron. In his letter of acceptance, our patron said,
"I would be hugely honoured to become your Patron and accept with the very
greatest pleasure.

Since our epic visit to Murmansk and Archangel, I have made flag visits to
Sevastopol in H.M.S. FEARLESS and to Baltiisk in Kaliningrad onboard H.M.S.
BATTLEAXE. Add to this several calls and meetings with the Russian Main Naval
Staff and a month or so living in a tiny flat in the centre of Moscow, I am
beginning to get quite a good feel for the country. It seems a pity to waste
it.

Thank you again for the privilege of being associated with the N.R.C. I
very much look forward to keeping in touch with your
activities and hope that an opportunity will soon
arise when I can meet some of the membership.

Yours sincerely,

TAaa_e

ADMiRAL RICHARDSON joined Dartmouth in 1960 as a Naval

Scholar and was subsequently awarded the Queens Sword

and Telescope. He served in HMS LEOPARD in the South ®

Atlantic Station and then HMS DEVONSHIRE before being

appointed in 1969 as Flag Lieutenant to Flag Officer

Middle East in pAden. After a period as Executive

Officer (X0) of a minehunter in the Far East he ]
specialised in Communications subsequently joining HMS J
DANAE as Squadron Communications Officer. This appoint-

ment was followed by a period ashore in HMS MERCURY as

Head of Electronic Warfare Training before returning to

sea as X0 of HMS MINERVA. In 1974 he joined the Naval Secretary's Depart-
ment as Junior Seaman Officer's Appointer. Promoted to Commander in 1975
he Commanded HMS AMAZON for two years before returning to HMS MERCURY,
this time in charge of Communications and Navigation Training on behalf
of the School of Maritime Operations. Towards the end of this appoint-
ment he was promoted to Captain and commenced the eighteen month prep-
aratory training for duties as Naval Attache Moscow. On return to the
United Kingdom, after thirteen months in the post Captain RICHARDSON was
attached temporarily to the Ministry of Defence before joining HMS
AVENGER as Captain F4. Subsequently he commanded the NATO Standing Naval
Force Atlantic in the rank of Commodore from April 1985 for a year. He
then returned to the Ministry of Defence, first as Deputy Director of
Naval Warfare and latterly as Director of Naval Staff Duties, an appoint
-ment which he relinquished in August 1989. Promoted to Rear Admiral on
6 September 1989, he joined temporarily the Staff of the Royal College
of Defence Studies and led the 1989 RCDS tour to the Middle East, before
becoming Flag Officer Sea Training in December 1989. He assumed the
appointment of.Flag Officer in September 1991. and was responsible for
the Operational effectiveness of the RN destroyers and frigates. He is
currently the CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE FLAG OFFICER SURFACE FLOTILLA, a new
organisation that was formed on 5 April 1992 in Portsmouth and which
amalgamated the staffs of the previous FOF3, FOF1 and elements of the
staff of the Commander-in-Chief.




FROM PETER SKINNER, OUR HON. SECRETARY.

Having read our Patron's letter on the previous page, I am sure that you are
delighted with the news, I can assure you that the club's officers are.
Admiral Richardson will be known to many of you, when, in his capacity at the
time, as Flag Officer Flotilla One, he accompanied us, and was to a large
extent, responsible for the success of DERVISH '91. He is shortly to retire
from the Navy, and i@ anxious to maintain his connections with Russia in
civilian life. (A future Tour organiser perhaps!!) He is looking forward to
meeting the membership at some of our functions, and has already 'pencilled
in' one or two in the hope that he will be available.

Turning to our reunions - mini reunions - etc. - etc. you will have seen in
the last edition and, also elsewhere in this, the 1list of events planned for
you. If you have transport difficulties, please let me, or the organiser know,
there may be someone near you who could help. For those living in Devon and
Cornwall, you may by the time you read this have received some definite news
of the result of the questionaires you returned tc me. If not, please pencil
in Wednesday 17 March, for a lunchtime buffet in the Senior Rates Mess of HMS
Drake. At the time of writing (mid Jan), I am just waiting for confirmation of
the arrangements. I should soon be in possession of all the information
necessary for the Royal Tournament/AGM/Brookwood weekend. In the meantime will
you please let me know if you are interested in the Royal Tournament &/or
Brookwood so that I will have some idea of numbers.

Finally, those who attended the Glasgow end of last year's "International"
will, no doubt, remember Vice Admiral Sir Hugo White. I am sure that you will
be pleased to learn that he has been promoted Admiral, and has become
Commander-in-Chief, Fleet. On your behalf, I wrote to Admiral White offering
our congratulations, and have received a reply asking me to pass on his
appreciation to the Membership.

000000000000

FROM SID BATEMAN, OUR "JACK DUSTY"

SLOPS & MEMORABILIA
The following can be ordered direct from the Slops Bosun, address below:-

Soviet 40th Anniversary Medal Miniature
Book "Convoys to Russia 1941-1945

N.R.C. leather /cork Coasters (Box of 3)
Bonded Leather Key Wallets for 6 keys
Fobbbed Key Rings

Enamelled Lapel Brooch Badge

Crossed UK/Russian Federation Flag Badge
N.R.C.Tie (Printed motif)

N.R.C.Blazer Badge

N.R.C.Beret Badge

£ 8.25 plus £1.25 p + p.
£10.00 2w 75 p + p.
2.50 """ postage.
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All orders to S.Bateman, 70 Nickleby House,All Saints Road,Portsmouth P01 4EL.

FROM THE EDITOR

I'M IN THE RATTLE

You've all heard it or seen it - "Captain's Requestmen and Defaulters
muster on the Quarterdeck". Well, we've got the same routine in North Russia
Club. It happened to me!

JAUNTY : "Squires, Sir. Editor of Northern Light. Did exceed the budgeted
number of pages by twenty, Sir. Nearly 50% excess, Sir!"

CAPTAIN: "What have you to say for yourself, editor?"

EDITOR: "Well, Sir, not guilty, Sir. Those R.A.F. and F.A.A. members are to
blame, Sir. They submitted so many stories and reports that I just
went on typing, Sir!

CAPTAIN: "But didn't you consider the Treasurer's position? He's not made of
money. Not only will your printing costs go up, but you have most
probably exceeded the lower postal limit - that's more money for
him to find".

JAUNTY : "It's not the first offence of this kind, Sir!"

EDITOR: "But I thought it would be alright, Sir. The subscriptions were
raised at the last A.G.M. to help maintain the quality of our
magazine. As editor, I feel that quality and quantity must be
the same thing in this case"

CAPTAIN: "I have a good mind to stop it out of your salary, but as that is
non-existent, I will dismiss the case. But, dont let it happen
again!"

EDITOR: "No, Sir. Not until the next time!"

JAUNTY : "On caps. Right turn. Double away".

The moral shipmates, is: Dont let me down, remember the new rates!!!

The next edition is again dedicated to the "Small Ships" - you did us proud a
few years ago when we had the same theme. So, let's have plenty of Lamp
Swinging and Wet Feet! I'm quite prepared to be in the Rattle again!!!

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

As the walrus is alleged to have said - the time has come to talk of many
things, and the most important subject for me is the membership and membership
fees.
First, I wish everybody a Healthy and Happy New Year - even if a Wealthy one
seems a bit remote, at least for most of us!
I also extend a big thank you to all the members who, throughout each year,
are kind enough to add a bit to their subscriptions and slops purchases. These
donations are an enormous help with postal costs. and the Welfare Fund through
which we are able to help our less fortunate comrades. This reflects the true
spirit of comradeship - bless you all.
Since the inauguration of the club in 1984 we have "lost" 321 members. Of
these 140 have Crossed the Bar, the rest have either resigned or just dropped
out without explanation. Some of this latter group may well have CTB and we
have not been notified. The latest membership number is 1654 so the present
membership is 1346, including 14 honorary members.
REMINDER! March 1st is the date for remewal of subs (thank you, those who have
already paid), and I would like to ask every member to make payment as
promptly as possible and so avoid the cost of sending reminders to defaulters.
Finally, I would remind you that we do not want to lose a member for the sake
of the subscription, so if there is a difficulty please contact me IN STRICT
CONFIDENCE —
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE £7.(Overseas £10). Life Membership £60.
Thank you all, Good Luck and a long association with our unique organisation.

At

Membership S




BA93-BA93-BA93

MON.24 MAY to TUE.1 JUNE “BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC" COMMEMORATION CELEBRATIONS
at MOLFRE, BIRKENHEAD, BOOTLE AND LIVERPOOL. Details as known at time of going
to press:

MON.24TH. NEW "BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC" GALLERY in MERSEYSIDE MARITIME MUSEUM
opens to the public at 1030.

TUE.25TH. WARSHIPS AND MERCHANT VESSELS from 16 participating nations assemble
at Review Berths in Mgelfre Bay, North Wales.

WED.26TH. "ATLANTIC HISTORIC CONFERENCE" to be opened by Admiral Sir Julian
Oswald GCB, ADC, Conference details and bookings to Dr. Derek Law, The
Librarian, Kings College, University of London, The Strand, London WC2 2LS.

WED.26TH. H.R.H. PRINCE PHILIP REVIEWS FLEET onboard BRITANNIA at 1430.
Several vessels have been chartered to see the review. Enquiries to Warship
World, Lodge Hill, Liskeard, PL14 4EL. (0579 343663) Chartered vessels sail
from Menai Straits not Merseyside.

WED 26TH. PARTICIPATING SUBMARINES AND SMALL CRAFT lock in to Birkenhead Dock

THU.27TH. WARSHIPS AND MERCHANTMEN lock in to various berths in Liverpool,
Bootle and Birkenhead. ARK ROYAL (if available) berths at moorings opposite
Albert Dock. HMY BRITANNIA berths at Princes Landing Stage.

FRI.2BTH. H.M.THE QUEEN visits MERSEYSIDE MARITIME MUSEUM to unveil the
Commemorative Plaque at 1030. Then visits LIVERPOOL F.C's Anfield Ground on
the occasion of the Club's Centenary and to unveil a plaque in remembrance of
the Hillsborough Disaster. Followed by a visit to BOOTLE TOWN HALL to meet
Captain Walker's 0ld Boys Association. In the evening Her Majesty hosts a
Dinner on Britannia. BANDS OF THE ROYAL MARINES "BEAT THE RETREAT at Pier
Head.

2200 Firework Display on River Mersey.

SAT.29TH. 0900 WREATH LAYING CEREMONY at BOOTLE WAR MEMORIAL.

1030 MARCH FROM LIVERPOOL PIER HEAD TO ST. GEORGE'S HALL. with
contingents from all visiting ships and veterans. NRC has Applied for tickets
for the March.

1330 FLY PAST OF WORLD WAR 2 AND MODERN AIRCRAFT.

1430 VISITING SHIPS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

1930 TATT00 PERFORMANCE BY MASSED BANDS at Goodison Park. N.R.C.
has made a Block Booking and paid for 100 seats in Section sponsored by
PUSSERS RUM. Tickets are available from Dick Squires at £4.00 each - First
Come, First Served!

SUN.30TH. A.M. COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE AT LIVERPOOL ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL Attended
by H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES. THE NORTH RUSSIA CLUB HAS BEEN INVITED TO
PARADE THEIR STANDARD DURING THE SERVICE. We have requested 100 seats in the
Cathedral but do not expect to receive a full allocation. There will be an
overflow service with large T.V. screens near the Cathedral. The Prince of
Wales will take the Salute of the Massed Standards and Veterans following the
Service.

MON.31ST and TUE. 1st JUNE Selected ships open to the public.

PLEASE NOTE: Items on the programme could be possibly changed at a later date
by M.0.D. If you are attending please contact Dick Squires or dial the Hot Line
0891 88 1943.

REUNIONS & MEETINGS

SUN.28 FEB. MERSEYSIDE & NORTH WALES MEMBERS Lunchtime Social Buffet in CPQ's
Mess, HMS EAGLET, PRINCES DOCK, LIVERPOOL. 1100 to 1500. Contact: Dick Squires
28 Westbrook Road, Liverpool L25 2PX. (051 487 9567)

SAT, 6 MAR. BELLONA REUNION at VICTORY SERVICES CLUB, MARBLE ARCH, LONDON

(NRC Members welcome). Contact: Arthur Willis, 83 Briar Road, Shepperton,
Middlesex
TW17 0JB.

WED.10 MAR. PRESIDENT'S REUNION SUPPER (Members only) at "TRAFALGAR ROOM,

VICTORY SERVICES CLUB, MARBLE ARCH, LONDON. 1800 to 2400. Contact: C.B.Tye,
President, 5 Begonia Avenue, Gillingham, Kent ME8 6YD. (0634 232884)

THU.11 MAR. SOUTH EAST MEMBERS SOCIAL MEETING at MOUNTBATTEN ROOM, ROYAL
BRITISH LEGION, ST JOHNS ROAD, MARGATE, KENT at 1930. Contact: Dick Sharpe,
8 Southwood Road, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 OAA.

WED.17 MAR. DEVON & CORNWALL MEMBERS LUNCHTIME BUFFET SOCIAL at C.P.0's Mess

H.M.S.DRAKE, DEVONPORT at noon. Contact: Peter Skinner, The Anchorage,
Burscott, Higher Clovelley, Bideford, Devon EX39 SRR. (0237 431481).

WED.24 MAR. SOUTH WEST MEMBERS DINNER at Keyford Elms, Frome, Somerset at 1930
Contact E (Curly) Morris, 54 Green Lane, Frome, Somerset BA11 4JU.

SAT.27 MAR. NORTHERN DINNER DANCE at THE STRETTON HOTEL, NORTH PROMENADE,
BLACKPOOL. (Special B & B rates available). Contact: Les Jones, 35 Neargates,
Charnock Richard, Chorley, Lancs. (0257 791632).

SAT. 3 APR. OPENING OF THE WESTERN APPROACHES UNDERGROUND HEADQUARTERS at
DERBY HOUSE, LIVERPOOL. Further details to be announced. Contact Dick Squires,
or dial the BA93 "Hot Line". (0891 88 1943). (A private visit is being
arranged for N.R.C. members)

SUN. 9 TO SUN. 16 MAY. CHANNEL ISLANDS HOLIDAY REUNION at WESTHILL HOTEL,
ST. HELIER, JERSEY, C.I. Contact and booking form from: Bonnes Vacances,
P.0.Box 324, St. Helier, Jersey, C.I. (0534 68885).

SAT.22 MAY. SOUTHERN REUNION BUFFET/SOCIAL at THE VICTORY CLUB, H.M.S.NELSON
QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH. Contact: Mervyn Williams, Olive Road, Coxford,
Southampton S01 6FT.

ANNUAL "LONDON WEEKEND"

FRI.23 JULY. ROYAL TOURNAMENT (THEME "“VICTORY AT SEA") At Earls Court, London.
We have a block booking for evening performance. Contact Peter Skinner.
SAT.24 JULY. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT U.J.C. LONDON at 1400. Followed by a
REUNION SUPPER DANCE to music of The Minchellas. Book with Chris Tye.

SUN.25 JULY. WREATH LAYING SERVICE AT THE RUSSIAN MEMORIAL, BROOKWOOD
followed by Buffet Lunch at MESS, PIRBRIGHT CAMP. Book with Peter Skinner.

SAGA "VETERAN'S CRUISES" YQOU WILL ALL (OR HAVE) RECEIVED DETAILS DIRECT FROM
SAGA HOLIDAYS. THESE CRUISES ARE A COMMERCIAL EVENT INVOLVING THE CLUB IN NO
EXPENSE. BUT, THE PROGRAMME IS BEING ARRANGED BY US IN CONJUNCTION WITH RCC.
SAIL UP, FLY BACK - 13 AUGUST TO 24 AUGUST.(Harwich, Bergen,. Narvik, Tromso,
FLY UP, SAIL BACK - 24 AUGUST TO 3 SEPT. North Cape, Murmansk, Archangel.)

SAT.23 OCTOBER. NATIONAL ANNUAL DINNER DANCE at SWALLOW HOTEL, NORTHAMPTON.
Names to Les Jones if you wish to receive booking form in due course.

(NOTE: BOOKINGS FOR ROYAL TOURNAMENT AND BRROKWOOD TO PETER SKINNER WITHOUT
DELAY, PLEASE.)






