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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

THE FIRST NORTHERN LIGHT OF THE YEAR, DUE TO BE PUBLISHED EACH
MARCH, SEEMS T0 BE RATHER LATE TO WISH YOU ALL GOOD FORTUNE AND GOOD HEALTH
FOR 1994. HOWEVER, ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE I SEND YOU ALL
AND I, ALSOD OFFER OQOUR

SINCERE GREETINGS FOR THE COMING YEAR. MY WIFE PEGGY,

BEST WISHFS AS WELL AS OUR THANKS, FOR YOUR FRIENDSHIP AND SUPFORT.

WE TRUST

THAT YOUR CONTINUED MEMBERSHIP OF OUR UNIQUE CLUB WILL BRING YOU MORE ENJOY-
MENT AND SATISFACTION. A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SENT CHRISTMAS CARDS AND
CALENDARS TO US - ALL 289 OF YOU! WE HOPE THAT YOU ALL RECEIVED OUR CARDS IN
RETURN, BUT SHOULD ANY OF YOU HAVE MISSED OUT, PLEASE ACCEPT MY APOLOGIES AND
PUT IT DOWN TO OLD AGE AND MY INCREASING FORGETFULNESS!

I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT YOUR COMMITTEE REMAIN DEDICATED TO THE NEEDS
OF THE CLUB. OUR MEETINGS ARE LIVELY AFFAIRS - JUST AS THE MESS MEETINGS OF
THE GOOD OLD, BAD OLD DAYS USED TO BE, THE ONLY DIFFERENCE IS THAT THE BUCK

ALWAYS FINISHES WITH THE CHAIRMAN,

INSTEAD OF THE MESS CATERER!

SERIOUSLY

THOUGH, WE ARE ALWAYS OPEN TO SUGGESTIONS (AND CRITICISMS!) AND WILL LISTEN
TO, OR CONSIDER ALL OF YOUR VIEWS PROVIDING THAT THEY ARE IN THE CLUB'S BEST
INTERESTS. IN THE LAST TWELVE MONTHS WE HAVE LOST TWO OF OUR STALWART MEMBERS,
BOTH WERE AMONGST THE SMALL BAND OF FOUNDER MEMBERS. FIRSTLY, THE SUDDEN DEATH
OF ERIC RATHBONE, OUR TREASURER, AND QUITE RECENTLY (see page 31), THE SAD
PASSING OF ERNIE SKELTON OUR VICE-CHAIRMAN. WE MISS THEM AS COMMITTEE MEMBERS,
WE MISS THEM AS FRIENDS, WE MISS THEM AS SHIPMATES. BUT THANKFULLY WE ARE ABLE
TO CONTINUE OUR LINKS WITH THEIR WIDOWS, DINAH AND BIDDY.

RUNNING OUR CLUB IN THE WAY THAT WE DO,

ARE AN EXCELLENT PAIRING, BOTH KEEPING A FIRM GRIP ON THE PURSE STRINGS.

IS AN EXPENSIVE AFFAIR,
BUT OUR NEW TREASURER RON PHELPS, AND OUR MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY LES SULLIVAN,

S0

MUCH SO, THAT WE DO NOT, AT THIS TIME EXPECT TO INCREASE THE SUBSCRIPTION
RATES - WHICH BRINGS ME TO THE CRUNCH REMINDER - SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE DUE ON

MARCH 1ST! LES IS READY TO RECEIVE THEM. BUT WE DONT WANT A SINGLE PERSON TO

HE HAS SOMETHING TO TELL YOU IN STRICT CONFIDENCE.

FROM THE EDITOR

DROP QUT BECAUSE OF THEIR LOW PENSION OR INCOME. CONTACT LES SULLIVAN AT ONCE -

I have now got one of my different hats on, the Editor's pattern

and size. But again the message is the same - "Thanks a lot shipmates,

continued support with stories,
absorbing interest and pleasure.

your
letters and memories, makes this job one of

On the ensuing pages you will find some very good articles by the
Class' stories for you
to read, Particularly the mystery behind the sole survivor of H.M.S. BLUEBELL.
Was it a cover up, a cock up, or just a mix up of fact? I bave spent hours
just reading through the reams of copy on the episode and I am no nearer to

'corvette lads'. There are seventeen pages of 'Flower

solving the intriguing story!

what disappointed if there is no response from our readers.

Can you? I will be very surprised and some-

There is also a good mixed bag of other articles and it is very

pleasing to
members. Well done, you guys, keep it up.

have the continueingsteady flow of stories

OQur next edition is dedicated to "The Big Ships". Hopefully,
will have responses from our "Battle Wagon" members, also the "Flat Tops" and

maybe a Cruiser or two. Your copy please. By 15 April.

from our American

we



THE MEDAL

Yesterday, however, an

Gazette said the Queen was

Queen gives Futeie s the Guecn v
' . ‘graciously pleased’ to
Old SOldlerS approve the medal.

: It added that Her Majesty
right to wear
Russian medal

By Peter Almond
Defence Correspondent

THE QUEEN yesterday gave
permission for thousands of
British ex-Servicemen  who
took part in the Russian cam-
paign in the Second World

ing circumstances in Russia

of relations”.
'But the announcement said

tive medals issued more than
five years after the event, the
rule applied by King George
VI in 1951. The Government
is said to be concerned about
War to wear a Russian medal possible new 50th anniver-
issued nearly 10 years ago. sary D-Day and end-of-war
The Russian Commemora- | commemorative medals
tive Medal, marking the 40th issued by foreign countries.
anniversary of the end of the The Queen’s decision
war, was struck in Moscow i in marks a victory for a long
198o campaign by the North Rus-
But permission for British sian’ Convoy Club, which
citizens — largely those applied in large numbers for
involved in Russian Arctic the medal in the belief that
' convoys — to wear it was RCM stood for “Russian Con-
withheld by the Government voy Medal”, .
because of a general rule In fact the medal was also
against the wearing. of for- available for RAF fighter
eign medals and because the and bomber squadrons which
_Cold War was at its height, 1 operated from bases in

announcement in the London [

“has had in mind the chang- |.
since the medal was first |
issued and the improvement |

permission was not envis- |
aged for other commemora- |,

. \i\r\w\/\w\'\’\»\(& Russia.

The above cutting is from the Daily Telegraph of
Wednesday 5th January, 1994.

So, you can now wear your medal, with
pride, but without barbs from those messdeck
lawyers who have continuously said, "You're not
allowed to wear that!"

We also continue to -try to obtain
medals for those who have not yet received theirs.
It's a long and uneasy process, bearing in mind
the situation in Russia and at M.0.D. Please be
patient - we won

{ |
ICSL until we do succee ed!!

cT

_/4méaddac[0f o/f/w /éué.’oian jec[eraﬁon

13, Kensington Palace Gardens, London, W8 40X

Mr R.D.Squires MBE,
Chairman,

North Russia Club,
28, Westbrook Road,
Gateacre,

Liverpool L25 2FX

11 Januvary 1994

Dear Mr Squires,

May I request you to convey to the members of your Club

and to all British veterans who participated in the Nordic
Convoys to Murmansk and Archangel in 1941-1945 that the
decision of Her Majesty the Queen with regard to the Comme-
morative Medal to mark the 40th Anniversary of Victory in
the Great Patriotic War is welcome by the leadership of the
Russian Federation and its people. We, in Russia, sincerely
value a great contribution made by the herocic British Convoy
veterans to our common Victory.

It is really one more vivid example that the relations
between the Russian Federation and the United Kingdom have
improved substaintially since political changes took place
in Russia.

Taking this opportunity I would like to wish you and
all British war veterans good healthi/yal el and every
success in your activities. /////

) i
Yours sincerely,

/

/7 ris Pankin
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"FLOWERS OF THE SEA"

The Flower Class corvettes will always be remembered as '"the"
work-horse of the naval escorts. These best—knownA escorts were based on a
design of SOUTHERN PRIDE, a whaler, submitted by Smiths Docks Ltd.

Under the 1936 Estimates fifty-six wunits were ordered, and
following the outbreak of war orders were placed for a further sixty units in
the U.K. and fifty more in Canada under the 1939 Emergency Programmes. More
orders followed during 1940/41/42. The French Navy also placed orders in 1939,
some to be built in U.K. others in France.

In all three hundred corvettes were ordered: one hundred and sixty-
four to be built in U.K. (sixteen for France), one hundred and thirty in
Canada (twenty-five for U.S.A. under Lease-Lend), and six in France. Not all
were named after "Flowers", particularly those built in Canada.

"Convoys to Russia" and Lenton's "WW2 Fact Files" show that
twenty-one "Flower Class" took part in Arctic Convoys, others in the Norwegian
Campaign. They were:-

ACANTHUS (K01) transferred to R.N.N. 1941-46 and renamed Andenes in 1946;

BERGAMOT (K189) sold to Greek Merchant Navy 1947 and renamed Syros;

BLUEBELL (K80) torpedoed by U-711 on 17 February 1945;

BORAGE (K120) transferred to Eirean Navy 1946 and renamed Macha, scrapped
Passage West 1971.;

BRYONY (K192) transferred to R.N.N. 1947 and renamed Polarfront II;

BURDOCK (K126) scrapped at Hayle 1946;

CAMELLIA (K31) sold to merchantile owner in 1948 and renamed Hetty W Vinke;

CAMPANULA (K18) scrapped at Dunston 1947;

EGLANTINE (K197) transferred to R.N.N. post war and named Soroy;

HEATHER (K69) scrapped at Grays 1947;

HONEYSUCKLE (K27) scrapped at Grays 1950;

HYDERABAD (K212) ex NETTLE. Scrapped at Portaferry 1948.

LOTUS (K93) transferred to French Navy as Commandante d'Estienne d'Orves 1943
to 1947, then scrapped at Troon.

LA MALOUINE (K46) ex French Navy scrapped Gelleswick Bay 1946.

OXLIP (K123) transferred to Eirean Navy and renamed Maeve, scrapped Passage
West 1971.

POPPY (K213)- sold to merchantile owner and renamed Rami, hulked 1955.

RHODODENDRON (K78) sold to merchantile owner and renamed Maj Vinke.

SAXIFRAGE (K04) transferred to R.N.N. 1947 and renamed Polarfront I

STARWORT (K20) sold to merchantile owner and renamed Southern Broom, scrapped
in Belgium 1966.

SWEETBRIAR (K209) sold to merchantile owner and renamed Star IX 1949, scrapped
in Belgium 1966.

WALLFLOWER (K&44) sold to merchantile owner and renamed Asbjorn Larsen 1949,
scrapped in Norway 1966.

CANADIAN BUILT CORVETTE "RIMOUSKI™

THE " LOWER" CLASS CORVETTES

H.M.S. "BLUEBELL"

Wwhat better way to start our "Flower Class" edition than with the
ill fated and much loved ship of the Arctic Runs - BLUEBELL. And an interview
with the man who was responsible for sinking BLUEBELL. (Courtesy Eastern Daily
Press, September 24, 1993.

Two years ago, Paul Kavanagh, a retired oil executive from
Sheringham, was searching the times for an in memoriam notice.

He did this every year on the anniversary of the sinking, in
February 1945, of his ship, HMS BLUEBELL. This time the notice had an
unexpected addendum: Also recalling Fregettencapitaen K-H Lange and
the crew of U711, sunk 4 May 1945,

"Not what one would expect immediately," recalled Paul. "But

why not? Some sympathy for the U-boat Captain and his crew, also
dead."

The grass grows green over the battlefield, even upon the cold
waters of the Barents Sea off Murmansk. For the torpedo which sank
BLUEBELL while on convoy protection duty, with the loss of all but one
of her 90 crew, was fired by U711, on the orders of the captain, Hans-
Gunther Lange.

Paul Kavanagh was not aboard. Thirty hours before BLUEBELL
sailed from the Clyde, he had been taken to hospital in Greenock
through the grace of an infective throat.

Moreover, former Kapitanleutant Lange was not dead, but living
in Kiel. d

This he was to learn at the Battle of the Atlantic 50th anniv-
ersary gathering in Liverpool. Among the assembled veterans and
historians from both sides of the conflict was Professor Jurgen
Rohwer, a German expert on U-boat warfare. Rohwer, a meticulous
researcher, had logged every torpedo fired from the U-boat fleet.

Noting Paul's BLUEBELL lapel tag, Rohwer was taken aback. He
thought that all hands had been lost, except for Acting Petty Officer
A.E. Holmes, who had been rescued, but of whom all subsequent trace
has been lost.

Professor Rohwer gave Paul, Lange's address. The man who had
missed death now set out to meet a former adversary who had survived
it.

BLUEBELL was Kavanagh's first ship when he was called up in
late 1944. The Flower Class corvette was a veteran of the Russian
convoys, she had had a hard war. "A corvette is a workhorse, slow,
maximum 15 knots, and without doubt the most uncomfortable escort
vessel going." recalls Paul.






