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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Chris. B. Tye,

5 Begonia Avenue,
Gillingham,

Kent ME8 6YD.

Dear Member,

Since 24th November, 1984 when I founded the North Russia Club
aboard H.M.S. Belfast, with the first 35 members from those who served
ashore in Murmansk, Polyarnoe and Archangel, following my quest for one
man, my 'oppo' there. 1089 ex Russian Convoy veterans have registered as
members throughout the country and overseas. These have included men from
all of the services that participated.

As men came from 'out of the woodwork' and rocketed from 200, then
300 and 400, my grateful thanks went to Dick Squires for his offer of
help, which eventually saved the threat of closure of membership at 700.
Thus avoiding the reluctant denial to the continued list of interested
applicants. Then, my thanks were given to Eric Rathbone for assistance
as Treasurer and Membership Secretary, then following the increase in
work involved with club finances, the work with club membership being
undertaken by Les Sullivan, our present Membership Secretary. Then again

our Art Artificer, the other Les - Lawrence,and the other officers and
committee.

Having said many times at Reunion functions, whilst being rightly
proud of the achievement of bringing men together 45— 49 years after the
conflict, with added pleasure of many from the same ship's crews. It

would not have been possible without the interest and support of the
members.

At no time was any reward sought or expected because it has been
the most gratifying, rewarding and exciting experience to the point
where I would say "Chris. B. Tye, — This Is Your Life"!

In consequence and conclusion, if ever felt necessary, there surely
could be no greater reward — or award, than the honour and pride of
being invited to become President of our unique "North Russia Club".
Having planted the 1little acorn in 1984, a massive, elegant oak tree
stands before us in full foliage. May it be there in all it's glory
for many, many moré years to come.

" "So always remember, "Tomorrow is the first day of the rest of your
ife".

With kindest regards and best wishes to all members, wives and
families.

Yours very sincerely,

A Very Proud,

—
Chris. B. Tye.
President, North Russia Club.

CLUB_NEWS

A. G. M. Following a very constructive and lively Annual General Meeting we are

Sure that we will be able to offer our membership many more benefits during the
ensuing year. You will have seen the new list of officials on Page 1 and will
probably have noticed a 'New Look' in some quarters, hopefully this will mean
new ideas, new functions, new services for all. A special Welfare Fund has been
set up to help our members who are in need of a helping hand. If you know of,
or hear of a member in this situation, please, please contact Ron Phelps.

COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL. Most of you will have heard that the Soviet authorities
have now agreed to make more medals available for those who missed out on
the first allocation, or did not apply for the award. The Medals Department at
M.0.D. (H.M.S. Centurion) has accepted our submitted membership list and this
also includes the new members listed on pages 16 to 18 in this edition. Do not
worry if you have already made separate application or are a member of another
organisation who has applied — we are informed that "it will all be sorted out"
by the department.

The above list should not be confused with a possible further Soviet 'medallion’
award to mark the 50th Anniversary of the first convoy to Russia in 1941, A
list, including all N.R.C. members is being drawn up on a worldwide basis and
this will be submitted to the appropriate authority who will consider if it is
a wiable venture. The Soviets are very keen to make a gesture of this nature
during 1991. You will be kept informed of developments.

TOURS TO U.S.S.R. IN 1991. You may have read the advance notice in the Sunday
Express and in Navy News. We can confirm that two tours are being arranged and
if you are interested you should ensure that I have your name on the mailing
list. Tour "A" will be from &4th to 11th May and, if the numbers are viable,
we will fly direct to Murmansk from a U.K. airport — we will be there during
the 46th Anniversary of Victory Celebrations. Tour "B" will be from Sth to 12th
October — these dates have been suggested by Murmansk authorities as they
will be celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the city's Foundation as well as
the 50th anniversary year of the start of the convoys. This tour could also
include a visit to Archangel.

1990 TOUR. The report of this year's tour is unavoidably deferred to a later
issue due to lack of space. We have already exceeded our budgeted number of
pages (Dont count, Mr.Treasurer!)

WESTMINSTER ABBEY. We are again sharing a plot in the Field of Remembrance
with the Russian Convoy Club — the plot is N° 136 "Arctic Campaign Veterans".
Why not come along with other members for the service and poppy planting in
the presence of H.M.Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother. Thursday 8th November,
arrive by 1030 a.m. by Victoria Street entrance.

THE CENOTAPH We have been invited to participate with the Russian Convoy Club
in the Cenotaph Parade and March Past on Remembrance Sunday 1lth November 1990.
The contingents assemble at: 1020 hours and disperse at Horse Guards Parade on
completion of the Parade and March Past. Admission to Horse Guards Paréde
is by ticket only. Please phome me om 051 487 9567 at once if you require
tickets.

6TH ANNUAL REUNION DINNER Tickets are going very quickly, so make haste
with your reservation — to Les Jones, 35 Neargates, Charnock Richard, near
Chorley, Lancs - Tel:0257 791632,

CHRISTMAS CARDS Have you bought your N.R.C. Xmas Cards yet? They
are still only £3 for 10, while stocks last. Order them from the
Membership Secretary — address on Page One.

BLUE NOSE CERTIFICATES We are sorry for the delay in fulfilling recent orders,
this has been caused by the printer having a small problem with parchment
paper — you'll get them soon.




853 ROYAL NAVAL AIR SQUADRON

An excerpt from the Squadron's History

ESCORT TO CONVOY RAG61

TRACKER sailed from Scapa Flow on the 21st of October 1944 in company with
VINDEX, NAIRANA and DIDO and escorted by UNDAUNTED, NUBIAN and the 2lst Escort
Group. On the 22nd two Avengers were launched to do Cobra 25 patrols to search
for the convoy which was sighted by both crews. Two Wildcats were launched to
intercept a bogey but were unable to locate due to low visibility. Sub-
sequently it was found to have been an Avenger with faulty IFF.

The carrier force joined the convoy on the 23rd. It consisted of merchant
ships and submarine chasers bound for Russia. The carriers and DIDO were
stationed -in the centre of the merchantmen. Close screening was by the 17th
Destroyer Flotilla and the 8th and 2lst Escort Groups. The 3rd and 15th Escort
Groups formed an extended screen. During the passage the carriers took it in
turns to be duty ship for 8 hours each. TRACKER maintained two—plane Adder
patrols from 0630 on 25th, 26th and 27th. The weather was bad with winds of 35
knots and the flight deck pitching 20 to 40 feet when the ship was into wind.
TRACKER homed a lost Swordfish from VINDEX and it finally landed making good
ground speed of only 30 knots. VINDEX scrambled two Wildcats to intercept a
bogey which proved to be a Russian Catalina.

On the 27th October D/F bearings indicated that five U-boats were in the
vicinity and an additional three aircraft were launched on a close search. At
1118 'TF', crewed by Sub-Lieuts Brewer and Briscoe and PO Hadfield, sighted a
510 ton U-boat on the surface. Following standard procedures they orbited the
U-boat and signalled its position, course and speed to the convoy. The 3rd
Escort Group was ordered to the position and TRACKER turned into the wind to
launch its strike force of two Avengers and two Wildcats, which were manned and
at instant readiness on deck. However, after 'TF' had completed one orbit of the
U-boat it crash dived. Sub-Lieut Brewer immediately dived on the U-boat and
dropped an 'Oscar' ahead of the swirl. This was an acoustic homing depth charge
and the conditions were ideal for its use, but no explosion followed. When
the U-boat submerged the launch of the strike force was cancelled. 'TF' dropped
markers at the position and waited for the escort which arrived about half an
hour later. When 'TF' landed on, it was found that wiring to the arming device

was short circuited and when the arming switch was thrown a fuse blew and the
'Oscar' had been dropped unarmed.

On the 28th October 1944, TRACKER arrived at the Kola Inlet, and anchored
in Vaenga Bay. The ship remained at Vaenga for four days. The time was spent on
maintenance work on the aircraft. The squadron soccer team played and defeated
the ship's Wardroom 6 — 0. The Red Navy Choir gave a concert to an audience from
TRACKER and the escort ships in the ship's hangar.

The ship sailed from the Kola Inlet on the 2nd November to escort a home-
ward bound convoy. U-boats were said to be waiting outside for the convoy and
the surface escort dropped many depth charges to deter them. The squadron main-
tained three aircraft on patrol on the 3rd, flying 14 sorties during the day.
Four aircraft landed on in the dark. The aircraft flown by Lieuts Jones and
Treloar sighted a diving U-boat but were not near enough to attack. They marked
the position until the 15th Escort Group arrived to continue the hunt. On the
4th, seven further sorties were flown on Cobra 20 patrols and on sector searches.
'TF' (JZ397) put a wheel in a catwalk on landing. Its mainplane was severely
damaged when the flight deck party hauled it back on deck, rendering it un-—
serviceable for the remainder of the voyage. The last two aircraft: landed-on in
total darkness. On the 5th the wind fell to 3 — 5 knots, insufficient to operate
Avengers with a full load of depth charges, and TRACKER's turn as duty carrier
was taken over by NAIRANA. TRACKER resumed as duty carrier on the 6th, four
aircraft flying Cobra patrols and sector searches to a depth of 60 miles. One
Wildcat was launched to investigate a bogey but was immediately recalled because
the bogey was an Avenger with faulty IFF. On the 7th patrols were flown by
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seven Avengers. One had to return to be replaced by a reserve because of.a
fuel leak. Two aircraft burst tyres when landing—on'. On the 8th there was again
insufficient wind to operate Avengers and TRACKER's turn as duty carrier was
again taken over by NAIRANA.

TRACKER arrived at Scapa Flow on the 9th and then proceeded to the Clyde.
On the 11th November the squadron proceeded on leave....'......t'he s'quadfor'l theg
transferred to QUEEN and took part in Operations Cupoli, , Prefix 'an
'Carefree'. Then followed Operation 'Newmarket' before Operation Ju“jgement -
veeeeees.QUEEN sailed from Scapa Flow on lst May 1945 in company with NORFOL%
(CS1), DIADEM, SEARCHER and TRUMPETER and escorted by OPPORTUNE, SCO(.JRGE, SA\flgﬁ;jE’
ZAMBESI, CERESFORT, OBEDIENT and ORWELL. The force was accompanied byl
RANGER. While duty carrier QUEEN launched tenWildcats and one Avenger patro v_vaf
flown. The following day the squadron was not called upon to fly but the air
crews were briefed for Operation Judgement.

On the 3rd QUEEN was duty carrier and flew six Crocod%le 10 patrols. In the
evening two Avengers and a Wildcat were launched to investigate a contact report
by an escorting destroyer but nothing was found.

On the 4th May, eight Avengers, armed with four 5001b bombs each, were
boosted for a strike on Kilbotn U-boat harbour in the Lo.foten Island‘s. They were
accompanied as close escort by four of the squadron Wildcats. A ninth Aveng(;r
went unserviceable due to an air lock in the fuel suppl'y and had to be left
behind. The strike force of forty—four aircraft also included Avengers §46
Squadron from TRUMPETER and Wildcats of 882 Squadron from SEARCHER. The strll&e)
flew at low level until making a landfall at Skoger. It then cllmbe_d to 4,0 .
feet at which altitude the targets in Kilbotn Harbour were clearly v1.s,1b1e. 84
Squadron had been assigned the U-boat depot ship BLACK WATCH as its ta;geg
and 853 the torpedo depot ship METEOR. Wildcats from 882 Sf]uadx‘on were to bom
and straffe the ex-Norwegian cruiser HAARFLAGER which xtlas tleq up at a pier some
way from the other ships. The weather was very good with a little cloud to glv:el
some cover to the approaching aircraft. They encountered moderate heavy an
light flak. As the close escort fighters straff{ad the targets the. Averflgers
peeled off in rapid succession to bomb them. The first 853 Squadron aircra tdto
dive was 'QA', flown by Lieut. Sailes with the CO as observer. It recel\{;edla
direct hit in the port mainplane, probably by a 40mm shell, and was lab y
damaged. The Telegraphist/Air Gunner, CPO Astbury, was V{ounded by shra}l))ne Et
the aircraft remained serviceable. The targets yer? rapidly obscurefi y émile
and spray making it difficult to observe hits. 'QF', flown by Sub Lleut-.ha h,
suffered an electrical failure and its bombs had to be dropped w1t. tg
emergency release, resulting in an overshoot. The last 8.53 Avenger,hplézzgx
by Sub Lieut Buchanan, finding the 853 target completelx hld.den, saw the A
WATCH emerging from the smoke and spray and transferred hls‘alm to this, scoring
a direct hit which was followed shortly by a violent explosion. All 853 Squadron
aircraft returned to the ship and landed on safely. One 846 Avenger and one
Wildcat failed to return .and were presumed to have been shot down by anti
aircraft fire. Photographs by the last aircraft to leave the scene s.howed
primary targets on fire with the BLACK WATCH down by the stern. Reconnaissance
later showed both had sunk. It was also learned that a U-boat, U771, had been
moored between the two depot ships and had also been funk
.....next followed Operations 'Cleaver' and 'Timeless’.

ACHIEVEMENTS: In its brief life of 18 months the squadron:-
T Flew 5,065 hours.

Operated from three carriers.

Escorted 2 convoys to Russia and back. )

Took part in 5 operations against the enemy in Norway.

Flew 297 operational sorties. )

Made 1,197 deck landings, 94 at night. The deck landings were made at a

cost of 7 significant accidents, an accident rate of less than 1%«

Only 2 accidents occurred taking off from carriers.

H.J.C.SPENCER



H.M.S. VINDEX
825 SWORDFISH SQUADRON

OPERATION GREYSTOKE 1944 — CONVOYS JW63 AND RA63

825 Squadron was at Limavady in Northern Ireland operating under Coastal
Command against U-boats close to the western coasts of Britain and Ireland. 825
had only left VINDEX in November and all hands were preparing to go home on
Christmas leave when the CO Freddie Sheffield said "sorry chaps we are going

back to VINDEX", the squadron had just replaced their ageing Hurricanes for
eight Wild Cats.

This run would be made in almost total darkness and 825 was a night flying

squadron, on their own they would have to provide all the air power and bad
weather had been forecast.

28th December: VINDEX sailed from the Clyde for Scapa Flow with her escorts.

3lst December: Sailed at noon with DIADEM and six ships of the 23rd Dest-—
royer Flotilla, to rendezvous with JW63, which had left Loch Ewe on the 30th and

take it to Kola. Swordfish took off at 1420 to patrol ahead as U-boats had
been reported.

lst January: Convoy sighted and VINDEX took up her station in
the box at the tail of the convoy. There were 36 merchantmen
including four ammunition ships, four tankers and two escort
oilers, some of which were old friends, the escorts consisted of
the sloops CYGNET, LARK and LAPWING all old hands on the Ruski
Run, with them the destroyers WESTCOTT, WALKER and the corvettes
ALNWICK CASTLE, ALLINGTON CASTLE and BAMBURGH CASTLE.

2nd January: VINDEX crossed the Arctic Circle and all the new
boys were presented with their Order of the Blue Nose.

3rd January: Unidentified aircraft were picked up about 19
miles from the convoy and another Bogey got within six miles of
the ships, two Wild Cats were flown off but found nothing and
returned to VINDEX, as they flew over the destroyer SCORPION it
opened up with its armament but luckily missed.

Sth January: The convoy entered the U-boat area and Swordfish
aircraft patrolled ahead and astern, one of these aircraft crashed
on landing, flying then continued until the 7th when the weather
closed in and stopped all further flying.

7th January: Russian escorts came out to meet the convoy
and VINDEX with four of the Fleet destroyers steamed ahead and
entered the Kola Inlet, anchoring at N°.48 berth. It was the first

time that a convoy had reached Russia without a single brush
with the enemy.

11th January: VINDEX with her escorts sailed including the
destroyers ZAMBESI, ZEBRA, WALKER and WESTCOTT to escort RA63
home. U-boat reports came in before the ships were properly formed
up, escorts made depth charge attacks and in the darkness the
convoy made a 90° turn led by the Commodore in S.S. BRITISH
RESPECT. VINDEX'saircraft were already aloft on patrol and at 1300
the last aircraft landing hit the barrier and it took until 1800
to repair. By this time the weather had closed in and all air-
craft were recalled. The cold front stretched from North Cape
across to Spitzbergen right in front of the convoy, more depth
charge attacks were made on U-boat contacts and visibility was
down to 300 yards. With heavy south-westerly gales reported and
rising seas everything was lashed down, by now the ship was
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i i i lifted a wheel as the ship
rolling badly and the lashed aircraft slipped énd
rolledgto poth or starboard. The gale with all its fury struck out of the south
west, and the rolling, pitching lines of ships ploughed on.

12th January: Speed was reduced to allow stragglers to catch up.

13th January: No flying but three Wild Cats were kept on the flightdeck
1oth January:
in readiness.

14th January: Hit by another fierce gale and with thickining snow the convoy
turned beam on to the worsening seas, VINDEX recorded a 33 r°1l~mthsd§ma§_§;\§i
ships fittings and minor injuries to some crew members. The Am'erlcan . .d
DELANO took a 20° list when her ballast shifted and at one time was in ;ng(z;
of sinking, the convoy altered course to help her, but this pult. them ;ear Eied
Cape and the torpedo bombers. She eventually corrected her list and rega
her station.

15th January: The gale moderated a little and U-boats cont.acts were mac?e
about 30 miles away, two Swordfish were flown off but returned in two .hour? 12
worsening weather having found nothing, later in the forenoon a warn;ng h{os
Iceland forecast a hurricane, again everything was lashed down and tde s 1pf
steamed on hoping for the best. The American S.S. JOHN GIBBON drqpl?eh outko
line with condenser trouble and one escort stood by her. The l?rn:ls tan e;
LONGWOOD was also in trouble, all the generators were out of action and one o
her furnaces had collapsed, she could only steer with great difficulty. Du(;‘lng
the Last Dog Watch the hurricane struck the convoy aild §peedh was :leducerd;)1
seven knots. By 2100 VINDEX was hoved to and rolled 38° with the wind reco
at 80 knots. Waves broke over the catwalks and several stranded fish werehs;elen
there, ton on ton of water fell on her flight deck, water. flooded th;oug eg
fresh air systems into the messdecks etc. The wardroom piano broke }cl;ose an
smashed across the deck and tables sheared off. In the messdeckg there d\fas
chaos, stools hurtled across the decks with men desperately trying tg b;:e
into their hammocks — the only safe place. Water, broken crockery an1 1(81
of clothing sloshed around and above the messdeck, toolboxes and gear slamme
across the hangar.

17th January: The convoy was scattered all over thfz Norwegia.n .Sea. It :az
at this time that it was discovered that a rum cask in the sp_1r.1t rc:omd ak
broken loose and had smashed into others and broa(j,hed them, the spirit room ec
was awash with a mixture of rum, whisky and gin and the smell was sweepl}l:g
through the entire ship. There was a long line of v-olu_nteers‘to CIear']l_lptEi
spirit room armed with anything that would hold liquid, this cocktr;all i i
swilled around was condemned as it had dissolved_ the red lead on the deck.
It was pumped out over the side and it was later said that any Stragg_lersfastgrrsl
could find VINDEX by the smell. As the liquid was pum.ped over the side anﬁ}e
and buckets were dangled from the catwalks above, in the hopes of catc mg
some of it. The convoy remgined scattored and VINDEX pressed on at 10 knots‘and
overtook the main group about 30 miles from Thorshavn. DIADEM had remalne-
astern of the Commodore and hugh seas had smashed her boats and torn out hawse
pipes.

i i left for Scapa Flow.
All ships arrived at Thorshavn and on 20th January
VINDEX was only in Scapa a few hours and from there flew 825 Sguadron off to
Machrihanish, and the ship docked at Greenock for a two month refit.

DUE TO AN EXTENDED 'SHELF LIFE' IN THE READY USE LOCKER
THE NAME OF THE CONTRIBUTOR HAS BECOME DETATCHED. TO
WHOEVER IT IS, I OFFER MY APOLOGIES AND AM READY FOR A
SESSION OF JANKERS. EDITOR






