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A LETTPT FROI{ THE PRESIDE}IT CLI'B NET'S

A. G. M. Following a very constructive and lively Annual General^MeeEing \re are

EuiE rEat we will U. "til 
io offer our nembership many mor,e beneJits during the

ensuing year. You vill have seen the new list of offltiul" on Page I and will

i..t.iliy'frrre noticed. iN., Look' in some quarEers, hopefully rhis will mean

new ideas, new functiori, ""' "tt"'t"s 
for all' A special l^lelfare-Fund has been

setuptohelpor.r.ru"t"whoareinneedofahelpinghand'Ifyouknowof'
orhearofamemberin-thissituation,please,pleasecontactRonPhelps.
COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL. Most of you will have- heard that the Soviet authorities
have now agreed to ,.t" ^*" 

medals available for Ehose who missed out on

the first allocation, oi aia not apply for the award' The Medals Department - 
at

M.O.D. (H.M.S. Centurion) has accepted our submitted membership list and this
also includes the new members listetl on pages 16 to 18 in this edition' Do noE

worry if you have ufa""ay-olaat separate-application or are a member of another

organisaEion who has applied - we are informeJ that "it will all be sorted outrr

by the department.
The above list should not be confused with a possible further soviet rtredallicnt

awardtomarkthe50thAnniversaryofthefirstconvoytoRussiainl94l.A
list, including all U.n.C. "'Uers is being drawn up on a worldwide basis and

thj.s will be submitted Eo Ehe appropriate authority who vill cons-ider if it is
a vtable venture. lte Sori.ts ui" ul.y keen to nake a Sesture of this nature

i,r.ing 1991. You will be kepts informed of developmenEs'

TOURS T0 U.S.S.R. IN 1991. You may have read lhe advance notice in the Sunday

ffiqb;;;;ilrm thar rwo Eours are being arranged and

if you are interested y* tf,"uia ensure, Eha.t I have your name on Ehe mailinB

list. Tour "A" will b;;;r 4Eh to 1lth Mav and, if the l:Pb:t" are viable'
we will fly direct to l{u-t*u""t from a U'(' airport; we--wi.ll be there during

the46thAnniversaryofYictoryCelebrations.Tour''B''willbefrom5thtolzth
October - Ehese dates have been suggested by Murmansk-authorities as they

will be celebrating the 75th Anniversary of tire cityis Foundation as well as

the 50th arnire."..y i;.;-;i ittt tt..t of the convovs' This tour could also

include a visit to Archangel.

1990 TOUR. The report of this yearis tour is unavoidably deferred to a later
i".-* 

'.""i";;; 
";": 

lil; have already exceeded our budgeted number of
pages (Dont count' Mr.Treasurerl)

WESTMfNSTER ABBEY. We are again sharing a plot in. the- Field of Remembrance

iiiffiiffi[onuoicruu"- rhe ptot i" r'iJ tgo "Arctic campaign veteransrr'

Why not come along ,iif, 
-ottt"t 

members for the service and poppy planting in
Ehe presence or n.u.it"un ;ii;"t;;h' the Queen Mother' Thursdav 8th November'

arrive by 1030 a.m. by Vicroria Street entrance'

THE CENOTAPH We have been invited to participate with ctre !r1s9l1n Convov Club

iilttr*;-*il p;;;;.-;"d March past o. R.r.mbr.nce Sunday llth November 1990'

The contingena= ."=urlil- "t' iozo hours and disperse at Horse Guards Parade on

completion of Lhe Parade and March PasE' Admission to Horse Guards Parade

is by ticket."iv. ;i;;; G!r-r" on o51 487 9567 at once if vou require

tickets.
6THANNUALREIJNI0NDINIIERTicketsaregoingveryquickly,so'makehaste
with your reservatiffi:=t.-i.r--.1.r*", 35. Neargates, charnock Richard, near

Chorley, Lancs - Te1:0257 791632.

CHRISTMASCARDSHaveyouboughtvourN'R'C'XmasCardsvet?Thev
;i===tiTi-;It'f3 for-1o, while stocks lasE' 0rder them from the
Membership Secretary - address on Page One'

BLUE NOSE CERTIFICATES We are sorry for_ the delay in fulfilling recent orders,
this has been cause[ by the printer having a small problem with parchment

paper - yourll get them soon.
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Chris. B. Tye,
5 Begonia Avenue,
Gillingham,
Kent !188 6YD.

Dear Member,
Since 24th November, 1984 nhen I founded the North Russia Club

aboard H.M.S. Belfast, wiEh the first 35 members from those who served
ashore in Murmansk, Polyarnoe and Archangel, following my quest for one
man, my roppor there. 1O89 ex Russian Convoy veterans have registered as
members throughout the country and overseas. These have included men from
all of the services that participated.

As men care from tout of the woodworkr and rocketed from 20O, then
3O0 and 400, my grateful thanks went. to Dick Squires for his offer of
help, which eventually saved the threat of closure of membership at 70O.
Thus avoiding the reluctant denial to the continued list of interested
applicants. Then, my thanks were Siven to Eric Rathbone for assistance
as Treasurer and Membership Secretary, then following Ehe increase in
work involved with club finances, the work with club membership being
undertaken by Les Sullivan, our present Membershi-p Secretary. Then again
our Art Artificer, Ehe other Les - Lawrence, and the other officers and
committee.

Having said many times at Reunion functions, whilst being rightly
proud of the achievenent of bringing nen together 45 - 49 years after the
conflict, Hith added pleasure of many from the same shiprs crews. It
would noE have been possible without the interest and support of the
members.

At no time was any reward sought or expecLed because it has been
the most gratifying, rewarding and exciEing experience to the point
where I would say ttchris. B. Tye, - This Is Your Liferr!

In consequence and conclusion, if ever felt necessary, there surely
could be no greater reward - or award, than the honour and pride of
being invited to become President of our unique I'North Russia Clubf.
Having planted the 1itt1e acorn in 1984, a Bassive, eleganL oak tree
stands before us in fu1l foliage. May it be there in all it's glory
for many, many more- years Lo come.

So always remember, "Tomorrow is the first day of the rest of your
life".

With kindest regards and best wishes to all members, wives and
families.

Yours very sincerely,

A Very Proud,

Chris. B. Tye.

President, North Russia Club. S/
*o*'J'[B*',

C.l:r.
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tl'r-| l{OYAl, tIAVAI' A I ll 1;(ll,AI)Lox

An ercerpt from the Squadronrs History

ESCORT TO CONVOY RA6I

TRACKER sailed fron Scapa Flow on the 2lst of October 1944 in conpany with
vrNDEx, NATRANA and DrDo and escorted by IJNDAIINTED, NITBTAN and rhe 2lsr Escort
Group. 0n the 22nd two Avengers were launched to do cobra 25 patrols to search
for the convoy which vas sighted by both crevs. Two wildcats were launched to
intercept a bogey but were unable to locate due to low visibility. Sub-
sequently it was found to have been an Avenger with faulty IFF.

The carrier force joined the convoy on the 23rd. rt consisted of merchant
ships and submarine chasers bound for Russia. The carriers and DrD0 were
stationed ln the centre of the merchantnen. close screening uas by the lTth
Destroyer FloEi1la and the 8th and 2lst Escort Groups. The 3rd and 15th Escort
Groups formed an extended screen. During the p€rssage the carriers took it in
turns to be duty ship for 8 hours each. TRACKER maintained two-plane Adder
patrols from 0630 on 25th, 26th and 27th. The weather was bad with rinds of 35
knots and the flight deck pitching 20 to 40 feet vhen the ship was into wind.
TRACKER homed a lost swordfish from vTNDEX and it finally landed making good
ground speed of only 3O knots. VINDEI scranbled two Wildcats to intercept a
bogey which proved to be a Russian Catalina.

0n the 27th 0ctober D/F bearings indicated that five U-boats vere i.n the
vicinity and an additional three aircraft were launched on a close search. At
1118 rTFr, crewed by Sub-Lieuts Breuer and Briscoe and PO Hadfield, sighEed a
510 ton U-boat on the surface. Folloving sEandard procedures they orbited the
U-boat and signalled its position, course and speed to the convoy. The 3rd
Escort Group was ordered to the position and TRACKER turned into the vind to
launch iEs strike force of two Avengers and two Wildcats, which were nanned and
at inst.ant readiness on deck. However, after rTFt had completed one orbit of the
U-boat it crash dived. Sub-Lieut Brewer imediately dived on the U-boat and
dropped an t0scarr ahead of the swirl. This was an acoustic homing depth charge
and the conditions were ideal for its use, but no explosion followed. irlhen
the U-boat submerged the launch of rhe strike force was cancelled. rTFr dropped
markers at the position and waited for the escort which arrived about half an
hour later. When rTFr landed on, it was found that riring to the arming device
was shorE circuited and when Ehe arming switch was thrown a fuse blew and thetOscar' had been dropped unarmed.

0n the 28th October 1944, IRACKER arrived ar the Kola fn1et, and anchored
in Vaenga Bay. The ship remained at Vaenga for four days. The time was spent on
maintenance work on the aircraft. The squadron soccer team played and defeated
the ship's Wardroom 6 - 0. The Red Navy Choir gave a concer.t to an audience fron
TRACKER and the escort ships in the shiprs hangar.

The ship sailed from the Kola fnlet on the 2nd November to escort a home-
ward bound convoy. U-boats were said to be waiting outside for the convoy and
the surface escort dropped mny depth charges Eo deter them. The squadron main-
tained Ehree aircraft on patrol on the 3rd, flying 14 sorties during the day.
Four aircraft landed on in the dark. The aircraft flown by Lieuts Jones and
Treloar sighted a diving U-boat but vere not near enough to attack. They rmrked
the position until the 15th Escort Group arrived to continue Lhe hunt. On the
4Eh, seven furEher sorties were flown on Cobra 20 patrols and on sector searcheg
'"lF' (J2397) put a wheel in a catwalk on landing. Its mainplane was severely
damaged when the flight deck party hauled it back on deck, rendering it un-
serviceable for the remainder of the voyage. The last two aircraft: landed-on in
toEal darkness. 0n the 5th the vind fell to 3 - 5 knots, insufficient to operate
Avengers with a full load of depth charges, and TRACKERTs turn as duty carrier
was taken over by NAIRANA. TRACKER resuned as duty carrier on the 6th, four
aircraft flying Cobra patrols and sector searches to a depth of 6O miles. One
Wildcat was launched to investigate a bogey but was funediately recalled because
the bogey was an Avenger with faulLy IFF.0n the 7th patrols were flown by

-t_

seven Avengers. One had to reEurn to be replaced by a.reserve. because of a

iuel 1eak.1wo aircraft burst tyres r.rhen landing-on,. On the 8th there vas again

insufficient wind to operate Avengers and TRACKER's turn as duty carrier was

again taken over by NAIRANA.

TRACKER arrived at scapa Flow on the 9th and then proceeded to the clyde.
0n the llth November the squadron proceeded on leave' "the squadron then

transferred to QUEEN and'took iart in 0perations 'Cupol4' .tPrefixt and
rCarefree,. Then tolloweJOperati; tNewmarkett before 0perati6n rJudgementt"'

..QUEEN sailed from icapa Flow on lsr lray 1945 in company ,with N0RF0LK

(CSl), DIADEM, SEARCHER and fRUipEtER and escorted by 6PP0RTIJNE, SC6URGE, SAVAGE

ZA},tsESL CERESFORT, OfifnfSNf and ORWBLL. the force uas accomPanied by BLIIE

RANGER. While duty carrier QUEEN launched tenl.Iildcats and one Avenger patrol was

flown. The following day the squadron was not called upon to f1y but the air-
crews were briefed for Operation JudgemenE.

On the 3rrt QUEEN was duty carrier and flew six Crocodile 10 patrols' In the

evening two Avengers and a l,/iidcat were launched to investiSate a contact report
by an Lscortlng destroyer- but nothing was fouird'

0nthe4thMay,eightAvengers,armedwiEhfour500lbbombseach'were
boosgetl for a strike on Kilbotn Ulboat harbour in the Lofoten fslands. They were

accompanied as close escort by four of Ehe squadron wildcats.. A ninth Avenger

went unserviceable due to an air lock in the fuel supply and had to be left
behind.Thestrikeforceofforty-fourai.rcraftalsoincludedAvengersS46
Squadron from TRTJMPETER and Wildcais of 882 Squadron from .SEARCHER. 

The strike
flew at 1ow leve1 until making a landfall at SkoSer' Ic the-n cl-imbed to 4'000
feet at which altitude the tarlets in (ilbotn Harbour were clearly visible.846
Squadron had been assigned th; U-boat depoE ship BLACK WATCH as its tarSet
and g53 rhe torpedo alp".t ,nip METE0R. l,rlildcaEs from 882 Squadron were to bomb

and straffe the ex-Norwlgian cruiser HAARFTAGER which was tied up at a pier some

,ui f.o. the other ships-. The weather was very good with a_ 11tt1e cloud to give

some cover to the "p-iro".hing 
aircraft. They encountered moderate heavy and

1i8ht f1ak. As the .io". ""Io.t 
fighters straffed the tarSets Lhe Avengers

peeled off in rapid succession to bomb them. The first 853 Squadron aircraft to

;i;; rrc 'QAt, ilown-by Lieut. Sailes with the CO as observer' It received a

direct hit in the p..i ,"ui"pi.ne, probably by a 40mm shell'. and was badly

darnaged. The Telegraphist/Air-Gunner,- CPO Astbury, was wou,nded. by shrapnel but

the aircraft remained serviceable. The targets were rapidly- ob^scured by smoke

and spray making it difficult Lo observe hics' 'QF" flown by Sub Lieut' Gal1'

suffered an electricai failure and its bombs had to be dropped wiEh the

emergency release,.."uftitg in an oversh6ei' The last 853 Avenger' pil9t99
by Sub Lieut Buchanan' finding the 853 target completely hidden' sav the BLACf,

I./|TCH emerging from thl smoke 
-and spray and transferred his ain Eo this' scoring

a direct hit which was followed shoitly by a violent explosion. All 853 Squadron

aircraft returned to the ship and landed on safely' One 846 Avenger and one

Wildcat failed to return,.nd ,e.e presumed Eo have been shot down by anti
aircraft fire. photographs by the iast aircraft to leave the scene showed

primary tarSets on ri..'with the BLACK ITATCH down by the stern. Recomqissarre

later showed both had sunk. It was also learned that a U-boat' U771' had been

moored between the two depot ships and had also been sunk"'
.....next followed Operarions tCleatert and tTinelesst'

AGIIEIEUEIITS: In its brief life of 18 months the squadron:-

--Ti-." 
sP65 hours.

Operated from three carriers.
Escorted 2 convoys to Russia and back.
Took part in 5 operations against the enemy in Norway'
F1e,t 297 oPerational sorties.
Made 1,197 deck landings, 94 at night' The deck landings were made at a

.o"t od 7 significant accidents, an accident rate of less Ehan lzr
0n1y 2 accidents ocor-red takinS off from carriers'

H.J.C.SPEilCEn
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825 ST{)mEISE SQUAprcil

OPERATI(X GREISTOTE r!%4 - q)iIVOIS JI{63 fi{D RA63

825 Squadron was at Limavady in Northern rreland operatiog under coastal
cormand against u-boats close to the western coasts of Brlrain and rreland. g25
had only left vrNDD( in November and all hands were preparing to go home onchristmas leave when the @ Freddie sheffield said "sorri chals we are going
back to vrNDExrr, the squadron had just replaced their agerng Hurricanes foreight Wild Cats.

This run would be nade in almost total darkness and g25 ras a night fLyingsquadron, on their own they vourd have to provide all the air power and bad
weather had been forecast.

28th Decenber: vrNDH sail,ed from the clyde for scapa Flon rith her escorts.
!!g!__!ecSg!g: Sailed ar noon wirh DfADEM and six ships of the 23rd Dest-

myer Flotilla, to rendezvous tfith JW63, which had left Loctr Eve on the 3oth andtake it to Ko1a. Swordfish took off at L42o to patrol ahead as u-boats hadbeen reported.

lSf--lg!-Cg-ry.: Convoy sighted and VINDEX took up her sration inthe box at the tai I of the convoy . There ,e.e 36 merchantnen
including four ammunition ships, four tankers and two escortoirers' some of which were o1d friends, the escorts consisted ofthe sloops CYGNET, LAR( and LAPWTNG all o1d hands on the RuskiRun, uith them the destroyers LTESTCOTT, I,JALKER and the corvettes
ALNWICK CASTLE, ALLINGTON CASTLE and BAMBURGH CASTLE.

H.}{.S. VTHDST

2nd Jan uary : VINDEX crossed the Arctic Circle and all the nerr
boys were presented with their 0rder of the BIue Nose

3rd January: Unidentified aircr.aff were picked up about 19
miles from the convoy and another Bogey got wiLhin six miles of
the ships, Lvo Wild Cats were flown off brrt found nothing and
returned to vrNDEX, as they flew over rhe desrroyer sc0RprbN it
opened up with its armament but Iuckily missed.

5th Jqnuary: The convoy entered the U-boat area and Slrordfish
aircraft paTrolTed ahead and astern, one of these aircraft crashedon landing' flying t.hen continued until Ehe 7th when the weatherclosed in and stopped all further flying.

7th January Russian escorts came out to meet the convoy
ahead andand VINDEX vith four of the Fleet destroyers steamed

entered the Kola Inlet, anchoring at N".4g berth. It
that a convoy had reached Russia without a

the enemy.

1 I th Janqary: VINDEX wirh her escorts sailed includlng the
and WESTCOTT ro escorr RA63destroyers ZAMBESr, ZEBRA, WALKER

home. U-boat reporEs came in before the ships were properly formedup, escorts made depth charge attacks and in the darkness the
convoy made a 90" turn led by the Connodore in S.S. BRITISH
RESPECT. vrNDExrsaircraft were already aloft on patrol and at 1300
the lasE aircrafr landing hit Lhe barrier and it took until. 1g00to repair. By this rime the weather had closed in and all air-craft were reca11ed. The cold front streEched from North Cape
across to SpiEzbergen right in front of the convoy, more depthcharge attacks were made on U-boat contacts and visibility .ru"
down to 300 yards. I{ith heavy south-westerry gales reported and
rising seas everything was lashed down, by now the ship was
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t ime
;rTE

vas the
single

first
b.rA,

rolling badly and the lashed aircraft slipped and lifted a wheel as the ship
rolled to poit o. "t"rUouii. 

The gale wirh';ll its fury struck ouE of the south

uest, and ihe rolling, pitching lines of ships ploughed on'

]&b Je4eII: Speed was reduced to allow stragglers to catch up'

l3thJanuary:NoflyingbutthreehrildCatswerekepEontheflightdeck
in readiness.

14th January: Hit by anothefierce-,8-a-1-e-,and with thickening snow the convoy

turned beam on to the worsening seas, VINDEI( recorded a 33" roll with daoage to
ships fittings and minor injuries to some crew members. The American S-S. AMASA

DELitt6 toot " 20. 1i"t whei her ballast shifted and at one Eime was in danger

of sinking, the convoy altered course to help her, but this put then near NorLh

Cape and the torpedo bombers. She eventualiy cor.ected her list and regained

her statlon.
l5th January: The gale moderated a l_iEtle and u-boats contacts were made

about-5-iilEE-Zi"y, trJ Swordfish were flovn off but returned in tvo hours in
worsening rdeather having found nothing' later in the forenoon a warning frou
Iceland loreca=t a hurrlcane, again everything was lashed dor*n and the ships
steaned on hoping for the best. The American s.s. JoHN GIBB0N dropped out of
line with condenser trouble and one escort stood by her. The British Eanker

LoNGW0OD was also in trouble, all the generators were out of action and one of
her furnaces had collapsed, she could only steer wiEh great difficulty. During

the LasE Dog Watch thl hurricane struck the convoy and speed was reduced to
seven knoEs.- By 2100 vINDEX was hoved to and rol1ed 38o with the uind recorded

at 80 knots. waves broke over the catwalks and several stranded fish were seen

there, ton on ton of uater fell on her flight deck, water, flooded through her

fresh air systems into lhe messdecks etc. The vardroom piano broke loose and

smashed across Ehe deck and tables sheared off. In the nessdecks there was

chaos, stools hurtled across the decks with men desperately trying Eo dive
into their hammocks - Ehe only safe place. Water, broken crockery and birs
of clothing sloshed around and above the messdeck, toolboxes and gear slamned

across the hangar.

17th January: The convoy was scattered all over the Norwegian Sea' It was

at Ehis time that iE uas discovered that a ruo cask in the spirit room had

broken loose and had smashed inEo others and broached them, the spiriE room deck

was awash with a mixture of rum, whisky and gin and the smell was sweeping

through the entire ship. There was a long line of volunteers to clear up the

spirii room armed with anything that would hold liquid, this cocktail that
swilted around was condemned "" 

it hud dissolved the red lead on the deck.
It was pumped out over the side and it was later said Ehat any straSSlers astern
could find VINDEX by the smell. As the liquid was pumped over the side fannies
and buckets were dangled from the catvalks above, in the hopes of catching
some of it. The convo| remqined scattered and VINDEX pressed on at 10 knots and

overtookthemaing'oup.bout30mllesfromThorshavn.DIADEMhadremained
astern of Lhe cormodore and hugh seas had smashed her boats and torn out hawse-

pipes.

A11 sirips arrived at Thorshavn and on 20th January left for Scapa F1ow.

vTNDEX vas only in Scapa a few hours and from there flew 825 Squadron off to
Machrihanish, ind the ship docked at Greenock for a tvo rmnth refit'

DUE TO AI,t EXTENDED ISHETF LIFE' IN THE READY USE IOCKER

THE NAME OF ITIE COMTRIBUTOR HAS BECOI"IE DETATCHED. TO

WHOEVER IT IS, I OFFER MY APOLOGIES AND AM READY FOR A

SESSION OF JANIERS. EI)III)N
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A N}TEIJS OP TtrE K)RIDN SPECIAL

ttl came €icross an old newspaper cutting recently. It uas yriEten by Arthur
Oakshott who was sharing the Flag Deck of H.M.S.SCYLLA rith us Bunting
Tossers during the actions of PQ 18. I vas a young 18 year o1d Signalman
then and it sure brought it all back co oe when f re-read rhis article
after 48 years ! I

P.S. The action took place from Sunday 13th September 1942.
Joe E.Robinson. (Bognor Regis)

FE'S-BIG=.reS
-IN.,FOUR.DAY BA.TTLE

" News of the World " Special
largest convoy ever sent to Russia got

through with vital supplies for our Allies,
is the salient fact which emerges from the days

danger through which we lived while th6 convoy
'ahEad despite the.,,worst attack of the war by

aircraft: and U-boats."
.*- , That is the final summing-up on the great fourday
,; Arctic convoy battle by Arthur Oake;hott, Reu

nt, who saw the .Navy and the F ledt
r: Arrn write a brilliant new page of naval hlstory

lrom the brldge of the convoy flagship, H.M. cru iser
'Scylla,

battle of the war.
".To-day the Luftwafie and the

U-boats are once again licking
their wot.nds after probably the
biggest_defeat they -have 6 far
recervecL

At a coaservative estimate 40
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GREAT VICTORY
AVYNTHE w0N

damaSd- - _.-_-

"NEVS OF THE gO

TEOIIITI{ IIHME
Els'tnii6ffisrrr 'i

SEROEANT.II{.[,JOR'S

T IIHINLINO HIELSTROIf,

- - -" One, two, three . . - ten-
fifteen-_. . ..foifu-tuo coiinil;'.srf. W nete's me 

- 
tit h,t ? I

ffl! aeuer ltrd it uhen I unr.l.s

_ItrC.gallantry and nrgged deter;mlnation, and, above a-l[, the un_Iarlrng . humour of the Brifish
!qlr.o.q have rarely been morevrvrdty-portr_ayed than in Re\rter'istory ot the batile.

Y.eomln of Slgnals Whiti, oi the

:i'[T"',"#' ili,' *"lf L.i LEILT;
torpedo-bombers r,r'as sistited thisyeoman of signals, binoculars to
eyes,, counted them aloud:
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LDn (Continued)

- Yeoman of stenals WbItEl
" Cor' stone the ble-edin' erows-
all 'Urricanes is friendly. Blimey !'Ere comes a sood - natureil
'Einkel."

One vivid impression rertratns lumy memory (says Reuter's corre-
spondent). thaf of the oadre. the
Fey.. P. B. Clear, listenirig withoutbatting an eyelid to Yeoman ofSignal White's vocabulary.. and
paying -no- fnore ..attentiorr- to:the
explosions of bombs, shells. andguns than he rvould il dhe noise
had been eaused by a parishioner
dropping a hymn book in his
church.

RECKLESS GALLANTRY
rournrrE-TiisurE r0'

The amazlngly
srnall percentage
of losses in mer-

a,.4,:':.

and the
took

most sus-
sea-air

dive-

and four others

convoy were
many ol , the

four
three
mer-

no

A

to

werc

con-

ever

L-'->'

battle a

on

ficent.

war.

Lt..Com. J. A. H. R;
McKoan, .._..--


