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NOTICE

Ic fleh |c aHulrrllra llt the late delivery of the last ediEion of Northern
L+fhtt fh+g laa ;ag!-d by e dual catasErophy on the computor contaj.ning the
adeltaa lfEflf ltftr vhlch flnalty snuailed writing the labels bv hand whilst
ehg m+A tFBblil Im b|lnt rorolvad. The sit,uation is back to normal now and we

EFHEE EhaE rEU dld nol Ftp€rlGncG any undue delay. We also record a vote of
thanEf tC €uf eutttFul,,, ttliorator, who quite voluntaril 8ot 'stuck inr and

FFCdTtsEd srafl, l,llXl lahalr by Ehe rhand-draulicr method. Thanks Dave.
caooooooooooooo

'ITIE IXETTT TIFTH EDIIION

irlttls rllrl r. tsrlts{t thot when we produced the first edition of a photo-
Frrlrlctl l|lrlt.lh:ttr l,tglrtr lh6t, our Srowth in membership and sales would mean that
oll! Jlllt |,trrtlrl rerytlto n prlnL run of 1,500 copies, or that the circulation
vrrttlrl tEtr.lt l{ rllflErsrtt ((,urtrles.

'l'rr retchtall ll?*rtr wo htrvc made a few changes in this edition - it is as

ililltlt H plrlr,tlal gH t,t'ltt6n edltion. More importanL, it contains several items
tElslllt lrr lllE ptanrIt (lsy 6ctivities withi.n our club. These include the May

Ilut ll I'lurrnals!, llre wook tn Jersey, the gth Escort Group and Nene Reunions in
llsh€rl€r qa rcll ea ilrrr otflcial visit to Leningrad as Suests of the city on
lltc rrrselott lf lhFtr'l'htlnksglvinB CelebraEion of the 50th anniversary of the
F'net lel lttuBtslutl uf lho Sovlct- Union on ZO/21/ZZ June. Also, a report on a visit
ll ll1 I lrr[ [y lto Jt,g,rnllllsLs from Archangel, who were gaEhering stories abouE
lllE rllvlf yaara l6r the Severny Pravda and Pravda Komsomolets newspapers,
Hts ltHll lf llre !(tlh nrrnlverllary publicity. Also of course, is a report on the
rl,lrrrlotr t./eslt pnrl t srtrl t.hc A.G.M.

rh6l rlll thr nt"rt 25 editions bring? A further increase in circulation?
Or, nrmrlrthlrrg rlrrlt.o rltfferent -itrs entirely up to you - youare the contrib-
rrlnrs!!

ot.'t.tCl.lRS & r0R 1991-92

l'l.l .llrl lll
Vlrl l'l l,ll,l 11 l',

(ihrl."r. B.'[ye.
(lupLrrlrr F.A.Co1lins RN (Rtd)
(irptrrln S.Farquharson-Roberts RN (Rtd)
Normrrn Ba[che1or.
Ilrn-ic Skelton.
I)ltk Squires.

(;IIA I RMAN:
vtcll cilAtRMAN:
iloN . st,:(;Ru'r^k Y

It ItD l't'oR :
ll()N'l'Rl,tAlilrRI,It :

P.R.O.
(iOMM l'l"l'l{lt:

Iirlc Rathbone.
l'ct.cr Skinner.
l)on AIlen-
l,os Srrl Livan.
lt:n PheIps
Ron hlren
Les .lones.
l"lerv. WilIiams.
Frank Creen.
Austin Byrne.
Dennis Brooke.
[ddie Beard.

( responsi(" ble for fnternational Reunion 1992)
il rr rr ll rr ll lttl 

)
(Membership & Sales)
(Welfare Officer)
(A.C.M.T. & A.Z.M.I1I.F. )
(Social evenEs)
(rrilrr)
(Raffles, etc.)
(Minutes Secretary)
( Artvork)
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iloRTHERN LIGI{T - TIIE 25TH EDTTION - C0NGBATIUIATToNS

' From the President.

In 1943 aE the Naval Base in Polyarnoe, with nothing to do while most

of you ,.te tploughing the ogginr, there,was. produced, with-greaL difficulty by

itu'ru.ty blue-je1J-y, .offui-r"ttod, individual copies, and appropriatelv known

as "Northern Light".
Afrer 1984, I was often asked why we didnrr have a nagazine - a good idea

but I was rather busy with the rockering membership necessitatinS 5 hours work

a day. Dick Squires offered ro help and in view of cont,inued requests, he

sEar;d and became editor of a club magazinerwith a few pages on a PhoLocopier'
He asked for tirle suSgestions - it had to be resurrected from 1943' hence
;;N.;;; irrtii- es mriuersnip increased so did funds, the producrion of our

magazine impioved to its present excellenE sEate' thanks to material provided

by members and Dickts efficient compilation and hard work'

Because you are now reading the 25th edition of |tNorthern Light" I am

sure you wilf 5oin me with thanks and gratitude to the edi;or. The magazine

!"t" U"tt.t witi every issue, for the pleasure gj-ven to us in its reading'

This fantastic and 25th edition also heralds the first nine months of an

incredible year for our unique North Russia club, in which has._been established
a first class, hard workini comnitEee. Since taking over as Hon. Secretary on

my appointment as presidenJ and in particular since January 1991, Dick Squires

has worked hard, endlessly, continuously day in and day ouE and often into
the night.

As you read this Bumper 25th Edition of Northern LiSht' commend the hard

work of the 0ffi-cers ani Connittee of the North Russia Club who made it
possible.

With honour, Pride and P1easure. ,{*'Z
PRESIDEM

From the Chairman.

This our 25th edition of "Northern LightI has arr-ived, full of stories,
poems, reminiscences and experiences' SreaE- reading' The memories' tears and

lmiles that they bring "r" .11 part of our hisEory. Read once and Ehrown away

NEVER these are no mere magazin." .o.. l-ike diaries or encyclopedias' we read

ffi ;;;- them aeain, puJ rhem away and .',se rhem for references. Not just
.", ilrt our wives.na fa*itiet read tiem and we are proud to.expla-in the naval

"rung 
una expound on the stories to our grandchildren. NorEhern Light is the

hub 6f our club, a mouthpiece - A (EEP SAKE'

It KEEPS us in touch
It. KEEPS us informed of stories and events
ft fgSPS lhose of us unable to attend those events aware of
r,rhat our Club is doing and where it is Soing'
Most important of atl it is oUR magazine'

I would like to "*pr""!-ry 
thanks to all our shipmates who hare. been prolific

intheircontributionstoitsreading,toDickSquiresourEditor.forhishard
work an6 efforts 1n ensuring that it meets th; very high standard that he

originally set, to Les Sullivan for ensuring that iE is printed on tlme and

ii;;iiy to Ernie Skelton wfro wittr rhe help of hi-s grand-daughters- do the packing

and postage to ensure that we all receive our copies of Northern Light'
Iamsurethatlikeme,youawaitwithanticipationthe'next25editions

of t'Northern Lightr'.

CHAIRMAN *llotrrrr-- 6^*-l /.'t=



,t,II I.], MURMA NSK I RUN
Ily several members of the Group

4!nrlql_4e!!_j9 l.*"sk 4Eh to llth

One ol t.llr! group hrrd collected the visas, air Lickets and baggage 1abe1s the
prcviornr t.vrrrlng rrrrrl nrrived earl.y at Heathrow's Terminal 0ne on Saturday
morning.'llrr. ptrrty wo.s soon SaEhered in one place and the tlckeLs dist.ributed.
'I'lton otrr lrlr.nrl who hnrl done rhe Friday night chore realised that he had lefE
lronte wlth0rrI hls pllssporL. Panic reigned, as it was aL first thought that he
wot.t ltl m I.qlr t ltr. whr; le holiday. However, by turning on a massive display of
malelol-rs chrrrm nnd tbullt, Ehe desk atLendant was persuaded to 'transfert his
Inon*t-rrrnrrl'crrrbler !lcket to the following days flight.0ff he went home, to
coI.[ecL l-llo pilri$porL and off went Lhe remaining 32 members on Lhe first 1eg Lo
Lhe Sovict Unton.'l'he tlight was excellent - a very good in-flight meal with
Erati.s drlnks and wtne. It was
not lonS hefore several of Ehe
parLy were maktng their way t.o
Ehe flight deck to be greeted by
t.he Captaln and crew. Aft.er
satisfyinS themselves EhaE all -

was in order and thar the crew

OUR TRIBUTE TO THE FALLEN

had control, they lefL the flight
deck to allow them to make the
Eouch down at Moscow's Shere-
metyevo alrporL. Then followed
the usuol boLLleneck and dis-
organised chaos that always
exists lhere. Eventually we
were on our way Lo the Belgrade
Hotel near Ehe cit.y cenEre. After
setEling in and a wash and brush
up, it was time for many to
sample Eheir flrs! taste of
Sovj.et food. Everyone thoughE
thaE the Lour' leader had gone
crazy when he enqulred I'Who wanEs
a botrle of beer?r' 15 hands
went up and 15 boLtles were
ordered. (Little did rhey realise
Ehat the lot only cost 17 roubles
15 kopecks - or 33p sterlingllll)
But Russian Peva Beer is not
someLhing you uanl more of I
Soon, some were I inding their
way on Lo the dance floor, whilst
olhers wandcrcd off ro Lhe banks
of t he Moskva r i ver, or the
market arcir of Stary Arbat
nearby. [,irt.er on . a f ew were
invil'etl Lo a l)ri v.t'c b-'l:t'::t^t-lq ItE Kola rnlet is erm anl plaid, o-n wreatlrs,suil(,to j{}ln ilr ir lrrdiLional ".:'*-*
bi rr hri.y ,rrrr y. Ily ,.h"' ;i;;-;h;; one f6a ml11 cre for gNAFIFR frmt aav'
1r:lt (runrorrrt.rl Io bt: ll a.m.) they were convinced that there was no shortage of
fr:orl , rlrirk, hospitnljty or fri.endship.

AItt'r lrrr,irl<l;rit on Srrnriay the group lefL for a Lour of the Kremlin grounds and
Cirttrcrlrrrl lirlrrrrrr:, Iclving Bill Shorr and Dick Squires in the hotel foyer as Lhey
wrrr: rlut'lo nr.cl 'l (li{lerent Lelevi-sion crews during the day. After an enjoyable
1l lrorrr I()ur ur.rttrrrnerl for lunch to find our Lwo T.V. sLars in a ralher glum
moorl . 'l'lro i r ilt (.rv ir.wr; had been tlmed aL 2 hour inLervals - 10 am. , noon and
2 pnr. AII 'J r:r'r.wr; ;rrrived togelher - jusL as Lhe restatml doors were opening
Irrl lrrnr'lr -'wr worrtlcr why'? After Iunch the main party set off again, firsL to
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Rerl Square and Lhen an exlenLen(le(l ciry tour. Lirtle did they know that their
guideci rour of Lhe famorr:r square had been arranged so that a television leam

could f.olLow rheir every fooLsLep - excerpfs from this were shown on both
naLional and locaL Lelevision rlurinS, the Victory Day progranmes on the ensuing
few ciay-s. Then it was on ro Lenin's Mausoleum, G.U.M., St Basils Cathedral'
corky StreeL, passing thc llolshoi lheaLre on their way Lo Lenin Heighrs and rhe

IJnivLrsity. Dui'ing rhe Lour a stop was made to allow the Sroup to ride a few

sLops on the lletro, tlosr:ow's marble Iined and scrrlptural underground railway. An

"u""ing 
meal was foI I owed by an earl y night for most ' in preparatlon for an

earlv lieparLure to I"1ttr-tnrrnsk the'following morning' The day was not over for

"uo.!'on., 
Bill and DiL:k trlrl tlir;penserl wlth their interviewers by 5 p'm' and

private transporL had bec.n.lespiiLche(i Lo the airport to collect our late arrivaL
rogether with his passporL. Al.lowing for delays they were due at the hotel by

5 p.m., 6 o'c1ock came, Lhcn 7, rtretr by B o'clock panic was beginning !o set in'
L-rantic phone ca11s were commenceil ro the airporl and the airlj-ne office without
miich success, when suddenly they arrived. But where was lhe baggage? Youtve

guessed it - sti1l at Heathrow,

ilAIOYSIIAT rhe huge (34 metres high) memorial
to the Defenders of the ArcEic

together with a container full of
other passengerrs belongings. We

began to wonder, had we got
a Jonah in our midsc?. LuckiIY'
the final answer was rNor.

Monday morning came (and a member
who was returning to Murmansk for
the first time since Ehe war
continues the storY) - We were
on our waY to the airPort bright
and early - breakfast had been
arranged there. 0n the coach,
Dick told us that the rtourism'
elemenE of the week was over and
that within a few hours we vould
all be at home. We wondered: What

is in store for us now?. Nearing
the end of the flight we all
tried to look out at the scenerY
belor,r Eo Ery to Pick out the Kola
Inlet and other focal PoinEs. MY

own lasting imPression was of
endless miles of snow covered
tundra i{ith a few clumPs of
Erees and shrubs dotted around.
We touched down and waited for
other passengers to disembark.
Then came our turn. Who are all
these peoPle coming across the
Earmac? SurelY not a welcoming
parEyl But, how wrong can You be?

0f course theY were, we vere
given flowers and Sreeted most
warmly and manY walked arm in
arm towards the Terminal building

There were more peoPle' morewe were uP

flowers, more Ereetings and many introductions' 0rder was ca1led for and a

a srnarf ,
tually 8ot to know as VasilY'

rsa nlo

slim and spritely veteran' who we even
of welcome and inviEed Dickchaj.rman oF Lhe Iocal veLerans'

Lo accept
gave a short s peech

t. Athe rBread of Friendshi.p and l{elcome young lady appeared, dressed
piece was broken andbearing a loaf of bread. Ain colourful local costume,

Dick are, we all followed su

conversation vith their hosts. I am

lt, Yes, Eheforecast was right - I uas feeling at
home already. Soon, some menbers who vere to live with families were deep in

amazed aE the numbers of people who spoke

t

t*



-6-

exlr' I lr.1t l,lrrg I t r,lr rrrrrl I r.r'l sornewtraL ashamed Lhat I cannot of fer Lhe shortest of
r.epl ir.r, lrr l{rr,rrlirrr. livr.tttrtirlly, ottr baggage was loaded on !o a coach and we were
i.nvitr,rl to lrrrrrrl, Ar, wr. sct. olI on our journey from the airporL a young teenage
girl rrrt nr.\t lr) nrr. rrllr"llo" she said, "IJelcome to my city, please be happy and
hcnltlry rlrtt Itt;i yprtt visil. We ilre very honoured Lhat you have come. 0h, my name

is Lrrrlrrri l l,r , I rlrr p lr'rrsr.d t-o mceL you". Soon we were in deeper conversation '
frcrlrr.rrl Iy rlrlr.rrrrlrlr.rl irs my new Iriend poinLed out 1oca1 landmarks. She became

,1rri,,1,i,'lir lr[r'rrrtrit, tltf (]lty was Inot prelty' wlLh green Srass and flowerst.I
rocirllr,,l ltlhi, tlrr, l;rst tim0 I.saw Lhe ruins of Murmansk. By Ehe time we reached
th(! Arl l ik;r lkrlnI I l<ncw I woLrld enjoy this vlslt.
After lrrrrtlr wr. wr.r'r,trrkcn hy coach Lo the Northern Navy House of Culture.'lhis
was I lr l.lrlrr.rrnr rrlrrl (:i)ncert IlalI of the Soviet Northern Fleet. Our short Eour of
the mu:ir,lll ulls not long enough Lo form a real oplnion, but it was certainly
int.cr(!ril ingl 'l'trr.n, in the concerL ha11 we joined Soviet veterans, servicemen
Ironr Nrrvy ll.(). rrrrrl local st.udenEs. The concert performed by navy ratings was
qrrite proles:;lorr;rl, irnd turned out to be a real tpipe openert for events to come
drrring tlrc lollowing lt'w rlays. The afternoon ended wiLh a few speeches, none
were tor) ltrnli irrrrl they rorrnded off an interesLin8 day. Aft.er dlnner al the hotel
we hirrl rr Irr.p evcnln,l - and we were in need of it.

Sdrnl N" 5t - TtE Brass Bmrd - 'ttEI tle Saints C(@ lhrchirg In"

WhiIst t.lr0 t0rrr lcilrlt,r LoOk a sma1l delegation Off to meet the mayor, the rest
of thc Br'oill) wer'{, r'Qndur:t-r:rl on a CiLy four which was very lnteresting and this
was rorrrrrl|rl oll wit.h ;r vi-siL Lo Lhe Local History and Culture. Museum. We were

a1l very inryrrt.r;r;Crl wiLh Lhis.0ur afLernoon visit was to School 51, a school-

whictr ,ryr1,,rr,jnt ly ha:; lormerl goorl links wlth our club' 0n arriving aL the school
we r:r.rj:;r,tl tlrt, plrrylirr:rrna tii Ue greeLed by fhe school bdnA. and when the tune
was r'!4rlrcn t lrr: S;r i nt :; (lome llarching In" we al l realiSed thaL thiS uaS SPecially
for rrs. l/r, wrtrc wclr:omed also by some of the teachers, ue enlered the doors and

thert,w0re lircr.JLly Ir[ntlreds ol'kids, of all ages from si-x upwards, all saying
hello irr l.lnglislr iln(l wanLing Lo glve us 1iLL1e gifLs of badges and iLems EhaE

Lhey lrrrri obvi0rr:;ly rnarlo. Iven t-he lesS SenLimental of us felt humble but very
happy. l{r, soon riill oul of Lhe sweels and 'nuElyt which we had brought for them.

Eventtr;rlly wr. wlre shown inLo tr cl;rssroom where lhe Lables had been laid for a

Russ;iirn t(.ir l)irt'l y. 'l'ltere were crean cakes and SaLeaux (whatts tlre RuSsian word
f or t lrt'nr'l ) t'lr1r1 wrts ;l s,lmovar and colourful cups. Soon Lhey vere ready to Start
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their concerL' specially rehearsed and produced just for 'Lheir- visiLing convoy

u.i"..n=t. IL is difficult, no impossible' to describe the performances of some

of those young children withouL conveying an imPression of exaggeraLion to you

alI. They were simply fantastic, the singers, the dancers, the impressionists
and rhe choir. BuL Ehe highlight followed after Lhe singinS of AuId LanS Syne,

which acted as a cover *hilsr-a puppel theaEre was being erected' The six and

seven year olds who performed this act were perfect and their use of Lhe English
language was better than mine (and I've had 73 yeaE-practics.! I ) ,They had them

.rili.i*ia rhe Frog (who appeared and said "HuI1o Richard Squires" (evervone in
Murmansk seemed Lo tro, Oiit ), there was the Bad Red Fox, Miss Piggy and the
Litrle Piglets. There were a few eyes Lhat were not' dry when it came to saying

goodbyetothechildrenandthelrdedicatedLeachers.NomatEerwhatwasto
ioflow, iE could not be betuer than Ehis afLernoon. So, Mister Editor, if you

can,please let someone else continue Lhe reporr on Ehe visit'

AT TIIE VETERANS DINNER PARTY

The editor does not wish to press Someone else int'o the job, so he takes over

himself. The Broup wert only 
'back at Lhe hotel for enough time for a quick wash

and brush up before ihe.Lrt euent. In fact, those who were residing with

citizens had no time Eo go home. Then ir was a short walk from the hotel' acrpss

r,".i"- pi."p"cr, EhrouSh ?e p.rk, ro r.he Kirov palace of culrure ( to uhe 1oca1s

anu oo* Kultura). HerL we loined the Sovier veLerans i.n a Dinner Party concert.

The engerEainment commenc"i in u very solemn way, with a groY_? of young dancer-s

performingaSalutetothefallen'ThiswasfolloweclbyaMinucesSilence.We
all agreed thaE this was Lhe correct way Lo start' an evening of this kind' Then

the entert.ainment starLed - Lhe dancers danced' lhe sin8ers sanS' Lhe balalaikas
plafe<t, the vodka ff.*"a, and flowed, a.nd. flowed' Soon many veterans' boEh

SovieL and British ,"."-aolng Eheir Fred Astaire impersonaLions' whilst more

vodka flowed. A great nigf* iu" had by all, even rhose who didn.'t know their
,uf hor" and had to.goatLt the words ot St'o' me the way Eo go Home' Everyone

was aclvised to get a good nights sleep, as the party had only just begun'

Thursday morning commenced on a dlsappointing note-when a few of our party

missed the coach, tni.rgft no faulL oi their 6vn' \ie were on a sLricE time

schedule,aSvewereto.beescorrerlbyamilj.Larypolicecarcompletewith
flashing lights, Uotn amUet and blue' i'i" '"tu on our way Eo Severomorsk and

.""..qt


