
z?

7/r'
\,

\

q,P
t.

\\i
l1
ll

lt,l

11

No HERN
I.,IGIIT

I
I

rrl .i.- t_

\\!

i, I'
tl' ':

.. -':
PRICE f2 (Free to Members)

, , PUBLISHED BY R. D. SQUIRES, FOR NORTH RUSSTA CLUB
AND PRINTED BY KAMPRESS AT

GREEN DBAGON LANE, ST, MARY STREET, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET, TA6 3EL t
{r

&
'@'

sttl,f,{

( trHt :ln L l,l I lil,l( tn'l'l( )N olr .l'Ht NORTH RUSSIA CLUB

f.

\'
I

{\
I

(
* v

{'t'r,Pl
\ N,\\

E

q-l



SEPTEMEER 1992 NORTHERN LIGHT rssN 0958 - 1014

ffi.fu4S

'f{

-. 4..

-_l

,l'j,,'
l

(^
{,

.r t'

^l

4

t

I'\'TERNATfONAL REUN IO N 1992

:r-I il I

iA
'r9 lllll lElYl,At vt

Artwor< by Denis Brooke



Page 2

oFFICIALS & C0I.fiITTEE 1992-1991
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PRESIDENT_: C.B.(Chrie) Tye, 5 Begonia Avenue, Gillingham, Kent ME8 5yD
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Captain F.A.Col1ins R.N.

:::::::::::::::
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Kent.
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ASST.HOJII.SEI]SLTARY: L.A.(Les) SuIlivan, 2 Broadlawn, Woolavington, Bridgwater,

Somerset TA7 8EP
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.IUST A THOUGHT!

"l rrrrrr llrr I rrrr. ,rrr rrrl;rrrl lr rr::; lo qet its toes in its mouth life is

ir rrlrrrr;r;lr: lo m:rke both ends meetf

Paqe )

CLUB NETIS

CHAIRHAN'S MESSAGE: As you will see From the opposite page there were a Few

new aPPointmenLs made
honoured to accept the

at the Annual General Meeting. I was pfeased and
Chairmanship oF our unique club and I can assure you

that I shall try to aLtend to my new duties in the interests of you a1l. I am

p.Ieased that I can continue to act as the editor of Northern Light. I know I
will get good support from the Vice Chairman and all of the committee. I ask
you atl to co-operate with the new Secretary, Peter Skinner in the same way

that you have done with me during the years that I occupied that position.
Peter may have a difflerent approach to some itemgthan those I had, but he is
absolutety dedicated to our club - he deserves your support.

SUBSCRIPTI0NS: It was unanimously approved at the A.G.M. that from next March

ffi;-iIIbeincreaseat'ot,7.ooperyear,(0verseasmemberSt10.00'
because of the high overseas mailing costs)' There is al-so a new membership
rate - Life Membership for t50.00. The committee regretted suggesting any

increase in subscript.ion, but it is abso.Iutely necessary. BUT, tq lhope
are on their dont

we ui
contact our
CONFIDENCE.

ANNUAL DINNER DANCE: There is still time to book'for our annua] rdoi whieh
EEkEiEace at Th" Swallow Hotel, Eagle Drive, Northampton on Saturday 24th
0ctober 1992. Obtain your booking form from Les Jonea (address opposite) or
save time by phoning for yours - Te]:0257 791632.

SOME DATES : l'/L SI COUNI RY RIUN on 24th
ome, on

54 Green Lane, Frome, Somerset BA11 AJU.
N0RTHERN RtUNi0N on 27Lh March at Stretton Hotel,

Blackpool, further iiTormation from Les Jones Address and phone number

opposite.
REUNION IN I SLANDS from 9th to 15th May 1992

A hotel ln Jersey has been fulIy reserved for our members - see STOP PRESS on

a

Page 41 for bookirrrl arLartt;cments.
S0tlTlltRN RtUNI0N on Saturday ?2nd May at H.14.S. Ne.lson,

portsmouLh. Furl_hcr iirforrnation and bookinqs to l4ervyn Williams (address and

March at Keyford Arms'
to E (Curly) Morris,

phone number on opposiLe Paqe.
atATLANTI

rev iewed in the f4ersey. NR

warships
C cLub'

and submarines 15About 40
visits to British and

Russian ships being arranged. More information in next Northern Light.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING on Saturday 24th JuLy at' Union

Jack Club, London. Further details in next edition.

We Regret to announce that the following shipmates have
Crossed the Bar-

K. SEARLES.. - -.of Gillinsham- - -. -. -.TRINIDAD
C.W. CASWELL'..of London W12.......'N'P'1OO
D.W.E. BAKER...of Chatham- ...MUSKETEER

W.C. WARREN-...of Swanley,Kent.KING GE0RGE V

R. JEFFRIES....of St Albans. - -HARRIER
B.B0DEN..,.....of West Bromwich-....PYTCHLEY

"REST IN PEACE(

Liverpooi f,rom 26th
countr.ies wlll be

membersh T

matter can be
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THE INTERNATIONAL REUNION

PRISiDENT'S REPORT

0n publicut.irrrr rrf Lhis report our International Reunion Tour will be nearly
two morrtlrrr botrj.rtrl us but will remain in the memory of those who took part
alwayrl, lL wus Llrrr mosl- lantastic N.R.C. occasion ever experienced, so
enjoyrl)lo, rrrrnruwhoL t-iring with trave] north to south, in company with
wondorl'ul prroJrln - Lho members of North Russia CIub, their wives and our
questu f 

-lont 
ovu t'Ltuau .

I had t.ltc 1.rlurrrrut'o of'joining the tour at the University of Glasgow on 2nd
Jt.rly nnd lr.rrrvirrt; il uL the Union Jack CIub on 1)th Ju1y. Joining the rRoyal
Scot-r rrl. Itrrrtorr in [:ompony with our Vice Chairman Don A]Ien, Lunch onboard
mudo Llrc jrrtrrrrt:y rprir:k and comfortable,
Arrivirrrl ut. t-lro llnlvcrsity, I met and welcomed our visitors from America,
Canada anrJ llrruuin. Atr the Civic Reception arranged by the Lord and Lady
Provost., t.lrn I)rrJ:uLy []lrnirman stressed how welcome and imporLant we were and
that no lorrr l,lrnrr rrino Baillies (Councillors to us Sassenachs! ) were in
aLtcncJrrnr:c - nrolo t.lrrrn nrry oLher similar occasion. Our N.R.C. wall plaque was
presorrLr:cl l-rr nrlr:rrr l-lrrr wnlls of the magnificent building in which the recepLion
was hr:ld. 0rrl owrr wlouLh was Iaid at the Cenolaph in St. Georqes Squaret
followorl by rr nrrrlt:lr lroadcd by the Royal Marine Band, up 'Cardiac Hill-'to
Glasqow (lrrLlrorlr-rrl ti)r H Bervice, during which the reverend gentleman referred
moro thrrrr orrr:n lo North Russia C1ub, Peter Skinner and myself.
DaLr:rr irrc rrol. irrr;:oll.nnt btrt- our visit to Faslane.and tour aboard a nuc.Iear
submnrirrr: rrrrrl n 'r:r'nrh dive' in the Simulator at the Training School was
un.i.qut; , u llrr: i l. l-r'iqlrLoninq. Ihen a visit to a whisky distillery soon settled
Lhe lrelvoul! Molc oxcil-ing however, was the trip out to H.M.S.Birmingham. A

conductorl toul ol l.lrc ship, even the top secret Control Room, although few
corrld rrrrclrrlrl.rrrr<l iI al]. Wo sailed up, or was it down? the C1yde, whatever, we

clid rrot. seo nrrrrh r:l it., tra we were guests of the Senior Rates Mess and soon in
good voico wil-lr lltrlu Urit-nnnia and Yankee Doodle Dandy to the fore.
0ur owrr brrntlrrcl Iolloworj in the evening when I had the extreme pleasqre of
wel.comilrr; tlro I rrlrl rrrrtl l-utly Provost of Glasgow, Vice Admiral Sir Hugo White RN

arrrl Errlr Al lr-.rr of' llrn lirrsa jan Convoy Cl-ub, and also, of course our overseas
vir:it.rnr. (llrrr Mirrrrirrrrippi Mud Pie was del-icious). During the proceedings Ken
Riltry lrrrrrl u muurlu(lu lt'rrm Llrc Prime Minister of Canada.
llrr:nco to I rvor'pool lry r.orrch, through the Scottish seenery and countryside,
inrprcllrvo lo rrrrt vi:rilolli as well as ourselves. A stop at B.lackpool for a

hotrrl lrrrrllr lrlrrcl ir:ally rrrrrlnr the sliadow of the famous Tower. In the evening
w{} wclrr r;rrrrrlrr rrl I ivr-.rpool R.N.A. Club. A wreath Iaying service in the
rlrorrrrtlr, r'orrrIr'l.rrrl lry [.lrcir popu.Iar Padre, John Williams. The FirsL time I
lurrrltl rri "All llrirrr;r llliqlrl- and Beautiful" singalong in any R.N.A. cLub or
elscwlrr:ll. llrrrr wlrr rrnoLlror night to remember, our hosts were extremely
hospilrrlrln rrrrrl orrl vinilors impressed with the fun and'goings onr. The
flollowirrr; rlrry wn virtlrrrl lrnt.h Cathedrals, the Town HalI for a'cuppa'with the
lorrl Mrryol rrrrrl tlrrr Allrolt. l)r:t:k. During the eveninq another banquet, or to be
pLecir;r., rrrr 'lllrhr lrrr;lirrlr Dinner' at Bootle Town HaII' in company with the
Mayrrr rrrrrl l4rryolrrrnr rrl lict'ton Bnd Captain H.Muck.low RNr who deputised For the
Flnq (lll rr.lr' l'lynrrrullr, Vjr:n Admiral Sir Alan Grosse, RN.. Durinq the evening I
accoplcrl lrorrr llill ltyirrr, rrl Amr:rica's Armed Guard, a framed letter of greeLing
Lo N.ll .('. lrrrrn l'r't'rrrrhrnl licort;c Bush. Yes, and during our Lime at Liverpool we

nrarrrrt;r:rl l o l rrl.r I ilnr ol l lor cltrb business - the Annual General Meeting
(r'cprrrl r,tl r Irrlwlrrt n).
Ilrc lrrl lownrrl rlrry wr' r{ulr! on {)ur way again, this time en-route for Pompey. A

motorway stop for colfee and panic stations!! I returned to the coach park to
find an absence oi a coach!l Lventually it reappeared, backing up the sliP
road - Dick Squires was quick to remind everyone of the nged-For a Deputy
president! 0ur next st.op was Woodstock for lunch in the Social Club, fo1-Iowed

byashortstopatB,lenheirnPa]aceandLhenontoBfadonforasimplewreath
laying ceremony at the grave of Sir Winston Churchill'
In Portsmouth we were jorned by ahrout 110 southern Members for the climax of
the tour. A social qJL-toqethen sLarted the l-ocal- activities at the Royal

sailors Home C1ub, this wa.s [ollowed on fo]J-owing evenings wit.h a similar
occas.ion at Portsmouth R.N.0.C.A. and R.N.A. Club. Then a superb banquet as

guests of the City of PolLsmouth. Present were the Lord Mayor and Lady

li.yo.u"=, Captaj,n and Mrr; W.M.CasweIl l'1V0,RN, (our nava-I attache in luloscow

duiing last years'Dervislr'evetrL. AIso present were the First Lj"eut-enants of
H.M.Sis. London and Birrninglranr. During the evening I was able to accompany the
Lady l',layoress (by now *" *irt" on Christian name terms), around the Lables to
ruut oui members and their ]adies. Another memorable evening!
The hiqhlight of the reunion l'or many participants was the march through
Pompey, in "heavy rain and 1ed by the Royal Marine cadet Band, wit.h lhe salute
being'taken by the F-irst sea Lorcl, Sir JuLian 0swald, GCB,ADC,RN with the Flag

0fflcer Portsmouth Rear Admiral D.K,Bawtree RN in attendance' we marched into
the cathedra.l for the Dedicatlon of, the ACI'1T Memorial window and the NRC

liindow of Thanksqiving' The scene was magnificenL and inspir'ing, the feelings
of us al1 will 6e a iherrshed ,renory, The wonderful voices of the young choir
in unison with t_hc solo trumpeter and organist were heart rendering. The

lessons were read by our Vjce Presidents, Captain F'A'Collins,RN and Captain
s.Farquharson-flobcrts utsE,RN. followed by a special message from the First sea

Lord. The impressrve and emotiona.l setmon qiven by our own Reverend Gordon

rayror vno,un,RNR (Rtd), from sL Giles in the Fields church in London, brought
a lump to our throats and unashamed Lears to our eyes' I saL wiLh pride and

emotion as our SLandard, ar:companied by others was paraded past the windows to
tlre altar.
Back at the Royal Sailors l-lome Club, the FirsL Sea Lord asked me about our

Iife ashore in Russia cluring the war - it gave me great pleasure to inform him

about Naval Part,ies 100 and 200-
Thence and stil,l onward, to Brookwood Military cemetery fora wreath laying
parade at tire Russian Memorial, lollowed by a buffeL lurrch at the sergeant's
i4ess aL piibriqht Guards Depot. Finatly, on to the Union Jack Club to say our

fond larewe]1s, especially Lo our overseas visitors and more part-icu1arly to
Lhose who joined our unique club while here and ref-urned home wearing lheir
NllC ties and badges with Pride.
In conclusion my gr:atel.ul Lhanks on your behalf for Lhe outstanding work and

organisation airirrqcd by b1' Peter Skinner and his Leam over many months

of hard work whictt g.rve tls:;tlch pleasure and enjoyment' 0n one eveninq of the
Tour I ordered hinr aff to hi:; hannock, exhausled)'
To Ron f{ren and his r:LtnmiLLec for the.ir arranqements fcr the service of
Dedication at Lhe cathcdral - congraLulations and thanks for creating thrs
outslanding ceremony.
TheybothgaveUstjomul--hpleasureandenjoymentduringthi-samazingl0-
day Reunion.
My Gratitude and Sincere Jhanks.
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Chris B. TYe, President

IrA woman is a person that draws up a chair when the telephone rings"
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GLASGOW 2ND-5TH JULY
lxcor.pLrr l'rom a five paqe report by GeoFf Skefton

Iho Jrrirnrrry ub.jt:r:Livc of the reunion was to remember the 50th anniversary of,
the ordur Iorlir:lrt.Lur' Ptl17, in what resu].ted in the biggest disaster in the
annals ol'mnlitirrru h.iol-oly. We were also abfe to join our Amerlcan shipmates
in cc lahrnl. i rrr; Irrdcpr-'ndnnce Day.

...,. I rrlrrr:r lrncl another, more private motive. In 1944 my ship called
at Iomlnslt in llro lrrl(-. of Arran, there I saw the most beautifu] girl you ever
did sr:u. l)rlk lrrrilucl, boautiflul eyes, I was speechless, I was captlvated, I
was in lovu. Wrr novul wnnL back to Lam.Iash again, yet in this last 48 years
nevor n tlrry lrrrr pr[rr.rrtd wi.t.lrout. me thinking of her, and so my coming to Glasgow
and t-lrtr Ilivcl tllyrin wuttld remind me of her as thi.s vision of fovEliness will
hiluttL tttr: Inrnvot.
. '....[]tr I r'itlrry )r'rl ..ltrly the coech took us to Fas]ane. There were two submarines
there - S(:l l'll,il rrnti llllPl RB. Being nuclear submarines they contained equipment
anci rnnr:hirroly , rr)tno nf which was British and some American. However our
Colonirrl cr.rti:rirtl (rrxr-.usr: me for reFerring to them as such but apart from them
prosl.rlut irrr; llrr I rrr;l ilrlr language they are one of us) but I digress. The
Amer.ir:rrrr r;trvrrrrnrrrrl. lrrrd allowed us to instal- their equipment providing no
['orr:ir[ror:r wlro rrl]rrwr:rl to see it. So what happened? Wel], the Yanks over here
are Ir:r'cir;trr:r'rr rrrr Llrcy wr-.ne prevented from seeing their own gear, while we
wc'rc hnvinr; rr r;orrrl rrrrrro afound. Sorry Guys! I dont t.hink they would have
leal'nL ntttclt lttrclttttttr il was just a morass of panels, Screens, wires, knobs,
sw j t-r:lrur rrnrl 1'lnrrlr irrt; l.i qhts. It was aII a complete mystery althouqh I did
learrr ono t.Irirrrl, [:hc hatches are smal]-er and the ladders harder to eIimb.
A WRNS wlil.cl rrrrnrurj Glnco led our party. She had a nice pair of leqs which
somcwhal dotlrrctrrri lront whnt she was saying, but she was keen and full of
enLhusinllm rrrrrl lolLrrirrly krrew her subject. We then went into a training
simuJrrLtrr', rr lrrrr;c lrox Iike clevice which bucked, rof-Ied and dj-ved, we had to
hiurr; on ftrl tjrrrrl lilc. Whcn Grace lef,t us we sang to her "If you were the only
qirl in lltt.wrrllrl'r lrul wit:tr il red face and an embarrassed smile she departed
prctty tltrick, I r;ul. llrrr Ir:elinq she was thinking "Thank qoodness I didn't know
Llr i:; I r rl ',1) yr.rr lrr rrtlr r" .

Nexl. wn tlt'ttvc ltr (ilcttr;oytrtt DistiIlery, suddenly you noticed a profound effect
L[]o srrrroun(lirrr;ti wrnr,lrrrvirrr;, a glint in the eye, a spring in the step. Age
hircl mru'r'r'rl llruil npprclinl ion of many things but. this was certainLy not one of
l-hcnr, wo rrrw lornrurlrrl ion tirking place in the large vals and were reminded of
t,lrr: yuurrr; I rrrl wlru f'r,l I irr t.o one and was drowned. Regrettably his death was
prrrlurtr;r,rl wlrr,rr lrr l<tr1rl r;r:Lt.irrr1 out to qo to the toilet.
lrr llrt r,vr,rrirrr; rr llivir.llt:ceyrl-ion was held on our behalf at Glasgow City
[]hrrnrhDr':r. :'ililr,lrrw llrilr nrrrrIril.icerrt old building with its beautlFul paintings,
t-hc clttrnrlnltlt'1, llrrr lrrrlltlc and the wide staircases seemed an appropriat.e
soLl iltrl lor ir r;rrllrnrrrrr; ol'vol-erans.
Salttrrlrry /tllr.lrrlI llrr: lrirl day - We boarded a coach at Clyde Hal] to take us
l-o [irr-'cn,r'h. f'1i1' ,41'v1' rrll qivcn bags of food. Apparentry we were going aboard
UIRMINI;llAM rrntl nlr!lluInrJ lllr t'ivcr to Glasqow, so with the food came instructions
thal il lrrrrl ll ln rrrrrr;rrnrr,rl bcIore we embarked. I think Peter had been having
niqtrl:mrulrr rrlrorrl rlrl rrrlrr rrt--attering crisp bags and apple cores with gay
abirrrtkrrr on onl rrl lk'r'Mrr.;crrly's ships. We boarded the fleet tender F0THERBY
anri wot r l r.r'r rrrl I lunr l lrr: .icLt.y to BIRMINGHAM. We consumed our lunch on
lrtlllllllllY rrrrrl rrll wlrrl wr.ll r11.1;1;I for thosgfew who had forgotten the 1ee side
f'rom tlrn wtlrlwru'rl rtlrlrr.
Allivirrr; orr lrrrirrrl wr! wr!ll rrll invited to the Wardroom where tea and coffee was
provitl.rl. l,/lrilt, llrirr wrrrr r;oirrg on tlre crew were weighing the anchor. Then
tollownrl vul irun lnrrlrr rrlorlrrl l.ire ship, though some waived this opportunity
['rtt ittr r,rlrrlrrl rrrrrrl rirrl'r'rrrl otr Lhe basis it was I'beyond their ken" so they
rcnrrrirror! irr l lrtr Wrrlrlr,oltrr riwirrr;inq the lamp with such enthusiasm that Lhey
br:t;rrn I rr I l rr;lrl ltr I lrt-.rlrrt, lvcri lcl: al.r:ne the young midshipmen, and my word they
wcr'(! younrl. Wr llrt,rr lrrrrl rlilfit.LrlLy tryinq to find Lhe heads allocated to the
rlcrr turrl lrrrrl lu lrrlqr rrnll rlrrtrt'y ltouuures by using the one allocated to ladies,
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We later adjourned to the Senj-or Rates Mess where a tiberal supPly oF alcoholic
beverages were made available. .evidence of the appreciation of such
overwh;lming hospitality was seen when the veterans with their young shipmates
rendered a full throated series oF war time songs..

.It did not take us lonq to be aware that BIRMINGHAM is a haPpy ship'
The spirit (not the bottled variety) can be felt wherever you qo' It was

obvious that this spirit had not been acquired aL the expense of effici.ency or
discipline. From Lhe conversations taking place one could sense the respect
that the ofiicers and men had for their superiors and also the respect that
the skipper and his officers had for the crew. A happy shiP should never be

taken for granted. Long may it continue.
....Saturday night - the banquet at Glasgow Royal Concert

Ha}I, the nj.ght of regalia, orders and medals.

right angles to it while the rest fanned out from the midd]-e. The Royal

Maiines played a collection of sea flavoured tunes such as H.M.S.Pinafore' The

Skye Boat Song, and the Trinidad March. This culminated in the Nava1 Hymn and

sunset wi.th the striking of the l,lhite Ensign. The warrant Officer Bandmaster

R.Metcalf ARCM, RM, is to be congratulated on his choice of music and the
excellence oF the Royal Marine Band.
Mr.C.B.Tye (who I now know as chris) welcomed the guests of honour. The

response; were by the Lord Provost and from his speech_ I gleaned that we had

boti-r served on MAunlttus after the war.. Mr E.R.AIIen (who I now know as Bob)

spoke for his fellow PQ17 survivors, Mr W.F.Ryan u.S.Armed Guard veteran (who

I now know as BiII) spoke on behalf of U.S. veterans "'Bi11 was

a command sergeant Major and had the bearing and sound of one. I'm pleased I
didn,t have to serve under him. Bill produced a letter from President Bush. He

also made a presentation to Ted Hennessey BEM, who was decorated following -1f
PQ17 for his actions aboard an American cargo ship on which he had sailed as a -"-

gunner in the Marit.ime Roya1 Artillery. 6ne of our Canadian members read a F
Ietter from the Prime Min]ster of canada. Vice Admiral Sir Hugo White KCB, €
CBE, Flag 0fficer, Scotfand and N.Ireland gave a worthy response' T
You must be wondering what this business ii about "WhL I now know as " " "" 

E

In fact it is a tease about our il-lustrious leader Chris Tye. Now we know our A

chris is a small chap who had to sit between the towering figures of the Lord
Provost wearing his magnificent chain of office and the Vice Admiral bedecked

with gold braid and orders. chris did not give the impre,ssion of being
overawed U! tfrese high ranking dignitaries and yet to sit alongside a Vice
Admiral and call him Hugo was teyond anything Chris had ever conceived' The

wives did not escape a" lhey too were introduced as I'Who I now know as ""'rr'
Fhis informality broke down any barriers that may have existed even if he did
get some of the names wrong!..

while the evening was a glorious mixture of music, colour and companionship
and while we wer; honoured to have among us Lhe survivor of PQ17, never far
from our thoughts were those who gave iheir lives in a cold, freezing and

merciless seal They suffered the bombs, the torpedoes, the mines, they
suffered the straffing of machine guns, the exPlosion of boilers and seas

ablaze with burning oil. Some died quickly, while others trapped in battened
down hatches held on for a few minutes not knowing whether lack of oxygen or
the cold would be the executioner. l,'le will never know their final thouqhts' we

will never really know the pain of their loved ones. we their shipmates will
never fofget them, by the same thinking we must always belj.eve that they did
not die ln vain, for to believe otherwise is to nullify their sacrifice and

betray them. We pray to God that he too will always keep them within his
memory.
Bn Sunday morning the parade assembled in St' George's SQugrgt The Royal

Marine Bind *"" in attendance afso a party of sailors from BIRMINGHAM and of
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couruc I lrr t'r:rrvrry vol-ururrs. A wreath laying ceremony took place then we
prclrrrlurl l.o rrrrrlr:lr Lo Glrrsgow CaLhedral. I had been concerned that whilst the
Lr:rrpo lrir;lrl lrc llliqlrl: f'rtr young Fit servicemen, the band could easily find
iLr;olf rrrlivirrr; rrt. t.ttc Cal-hedra.L without 70 old veterans, I therefore had a
wolr! w iLlr I lrrr ;rrrrrrrJt: mnrr,;tra.l and reminded him of the limitatlons of, the old
rnen l'o I low irrr; rrrrrl rrur..;rlosted that something like the Dead March wouLd be
apl)rr)pl irrl.n. llo {lr}uul.'{J(l tno that alI this had been Laken into account and
thour;lr rlrt lrrlly r:r:rrvirrced I left him Feeling slightly guilty myself, that I
shr:ulrl t.hirrk lrrr wotrlrl overlook somet.hing like that.. 1n fact we marched at a
mos;I tlirpril iuri Jrrrr:l llrrrl: a]Iowed us to appreciate the architecture and the
br:auLi. lirl llui. lrlrrrr;rr brrl-lrr:d in glorious sunshine.

Sholt.o uf t:rrlorrrorj r.rryrr pcnetrated the Cathedra.l-'s stained glass windows on to
thc r:rrrrrlr'or;rrl rtrtr Ltrlow, here and there they would reflect on someones medals
anrl a ltt'iul l loulr ul liqlrt would ensue. The choice of hymns embraced beautiful-
words Llrrrl lrtllr:lrow nrrlrl.trrr:d solemnity of the occasion as also did the sermon.
Wc lrud btrrrrr irrvil.crl Lu UIRl,lINGl.lAM t.o join them for a buffeL 1unch, so afLer
Lhe solvit:u wtr Irrrnlrk-.r1 a coaeh and headed in that direction.
Awn.irrr;u lrrrri lrrurr rrrrrr:t:od on the f,orecastle but they were unnecessary as there
was trrrrrlly rr clrrtrr.l irr Ure sky. Every availabJ.e space that could be used as a
l-ablr: wirrr rrrrrrrl, lrrlrln cl.olhs gleaming white in the sunshine were buried under
a morrntrrirr rrl lrrrrrl, lho variety and preparation woul.d have done more than
justicc [.tr n Wrrrrl. l rrri lloLo].. What a difference to our basic diet so many years
aqo, coJtl lrnl'tl rorroL lroLuLoes swilling in congealed grease. In between helping
oursolvcrr, younrl rnilors and very pretty Wrens.dispensed alcohofic drinks....,

. . . This was the conc.Lusion of our reunion in
Gl asr;ow.
I reLurnt:rl lrrrrrr r)lr Morrrlny evening to the most beautiful girl in the wor1d, yes
t.he Iovcly yrrtrrtrl lrrrly f'rr;m thc Is]e of Arran. My felIow shipmates were unaware
LltaL lrcLwt:r:rr (:onvr)y.t I ['ound and courted this young maiden, by Loch Lomond and
orr t.lrc l.rirrrl<rr rrl Llru tljyde, aL Kelvin Hallend St.Enoch's station (as it was
t.hen) al:;o rlrwr rrt. Iiuvrrn Ferry which no longer exists. Yes, this reunion has
achi evex j rnrrrry . I lr irrqlr, rrnmo of r^rhich our worthy organ j-ser could not have
frtrcr:ne rt.

Geoff Shelton.
ooo000B00ooo

L.IVERP00L and W00DST0C(
We lr:rvc rncoivcri no writLorr reports about the Liverpool 1eg of the reunion
apart llrrrrr llrotrrr wlit.L(jtr r)n a previous page by E1 Presidente, The main items
f rom Llrc A. ti. M. r.rrrr rr.l lro bo l'ound on other pages, so to avoid repetition we
will movrr rrrr lLr tlro jortrnoy f'rom Liverpoo"L to Portsmouth.
Drivirrr; irr nxl lrrrcn of wcaLlter from bright sunshine to torrenLial rain with
lesLrict.rrtl virrihilily, wc cvcntua.lly arrived at Woodstock in 0xfordshire. Here
we wer'o ilrrr1r;r'rl rlowrr [ry Uob Smith our Iocal member who directed us to the
Woodstor:k lirrrirrl Clrrlr wlror.e a buff,et lunch had been prepared for us. It also
gave somt! Irl {rul ovcrur,ttrs Irierrds a short time to browse through the numerousr0ldc Irrrlli:rlr' rrrrl irlrorr ohops. Then the short drive to Blenheim Palace where
there wiri I irlr, rrrrly lrr wulk around the court yard and exterior of the palace,
-luck-i ty llrr: wurrllrnr', rrl l.his t.ime flavoured our many photographers. Then back
to tlro corrllr Ior rrnrrlltol vr:ry short. drive to the vilLage of Bladon, where Sir
Win:;t:orr lllrrrlllriII lr lrrrlicri irr c-Iose proximity to his family - f,ather, mother
and l;ir;trrlrr, I vllyrrrrl wrrrr irnltlessed by the simpJ"icity of the site and, quite
frankly I lrrcl llrrrl orrr.llrrll:ian friends were amazed that the great man had not
beert burir:rl irr rr rrinrilrrr rinltinq to Lenin's Mausoleum in Red Square. We laid
two wrrrrlllr, rrrrr Ilrrrrr N,ll.(1, and one From the U.S. Navy Armed Guard. By lhis
timc Ilto wrrrllrrl lrrrrl lrrlrrr:tl on us and we got a minor drenching. Sti11 why
worry, wr! wcrrl llr)nn r)n t)ltl wuy t.o Pompey and someone produced a bottle Captain
MoLt;irrr rrtr llrl rrrrrr.lr,

R. D. Squ ires .

Awaiting the banquet at G.Iasgow's Royal Concert HaIl

At Sir Winston Churchi-I1's grave at Bladon.'

Th; U.a- Armed Guard wreath follows our poppies'
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